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they could replicate the natural behaviors and environment in 
human care; examples given were grazing, social interactions, 
wallowing, herd settings, naturally reproducing, and foraging. 
The facilities also provide the best diet and management 
available to them, and some said that ideally, there would be 
more space, but since breeding has been successful, the area 
becomes limited. 

CONCLUSION 

One keeper pointed out that a rhino in a smaller enclosure 
may be as healthy as one in a larger area based on different 
standards. The same applies to a rhino which weighs more; 
being overweight may be beneficial in the situation provided 
to them, and each facility has to manage and assess depending 
on their space and their animals. This point helps highlight 
that as much as the rhino community tries to set standards for 
animal care and welfare, we have flexible standards because 
each animal is different. An interviewee shared that the 
reproductive system is one of the first bodily systems to shut 
down in an unhealthy animal, so if animals are reproducing, 
especially females, they are generally healthy. 

This conversation contributes to the work of the Animal 
Welfare Committee (AWC), whose mission is to help advance 
the science and practices of animal welfare and educate the 
public about the evidence-based welfare efforts that are in 
place in zoos (Silver, 2021). From the interviews and this 
article, I hope that I have helped continue the conversation 
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of what is a healthy animal and animal welfare. Beth Pasta, a 
former chair of the AWC, said that "this will be a living process. 
It's going to be a work in progress for many, many years. As we 
learn more, we'll put that knowledge to work to ensure that 
animals in our care experience good welfare" (Silver, 2021). 

DISCLAIMER 

The information in this article is from interviews with rhino 
keepers and the rhino keepers' personal experiences. 
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