1816.]

¢ where every bla~t shakes spices from the
trees, and every month drops fruit upon
the ground, where all the diversities of
the worlldl me monght together, ihe
blessings of nature selected, and 1> evils
extracted and excluded.”  Ile hoped no
one would look on this as anexazzeraled
panecyric 3 hie spoke from fows expel icnee
and rigid impartiality, and had no other
desire than that of efficing thy unlavonra-
ble impres-iom which the lastyentleman’s
invective aoainsr [odin had neele on their
winds,  Taa conntiy however in which
he had pa~zed twenty-three vears of un-
intertupted happiness, amidst all the de-
lights and sratifications of social life, and
all the chatms and allorements of an en-
lightencd and haspitable sadiety, it would
be ditficull perhaps to repress his feelines,
or to speak of the conntry in any other
terms than those of raptinre and enrhosi-
asm 3 but hi= objeet was not to inciease
wonder, it to lessen prejudice, and if he
succeeded in that, he hal litde abition
of being looked on as an elegant 10maucer,
Of the dreadful effects of the climate, as
related by his friend, many were imagin-
ary, and many proceeded from very differ-
ent canses. [t was not surprizing that
those who passed twelve hours in bed,
and employed the other twelve in gor-
mandizing, smoaking, and tipling, should
complain of bile and debility, ol cnume-
rate their empty pill-boxes and medical
prescripticns, There was one thing in-

Account of an Indian Hunting Party.

539
deed surprized him, and that wis how
they were o long able to contiune their
destinctine hahits of debauchery, or by
what perver<ity of jndament they could
impate 1o the o'inate what evidently pro-
ceeded from tutemperance and idleness,

““ Bar ot there was notiong in India
bt dizesse and dehility, Le would be olad
to know, whar peculiar advantagzes they
Liad 1o bpast of ar bome, €4 the climate,
uo one sierely woned be handy enonegh to
wake any forced panesyrics, a climate,
pethaps, moe venable and  pernicions
than any in the kuown warld, and which
occasioned colds, catarrhs, melancholy
and consumptions, and added more to
our bills of moerrality in a week, than
were to be found in au Indiun obituary for
A yedr,

¢ Oq 2ociety in Eneland, Lie could not
be supposed to keow much ;—he had
been twentv-thaee vears in [mdia, and
never telt a de~ive to 1cave i, Gl required
by the wmigency of his private afaiis, and
now that he was at home, his oniv wish
was to pet back.—He saw noiling but
great expense, with little comitort ; and
medt ostentation, with little 1o show ; he
was pursued, insulted, and harrassed in
every streef, by begwars, bona-robas and
hackney coachmen, and had scarcely
ever visited a public place of amusement
without inding, on hi= return, his packets
picked.”

Hiates In—!
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AN ACCOUNT OF A HUNTING PARTY
Of the late Nawab Usufiad-Dowlah ; in a Letter to a Fricad.

Lucknome, Jan, 20, 17%40.—1 am just
returned from a four months’' excursion
with Li= excellency the Nawah, and as a
sketch of our ramible way attord yvou some
amusement, 1 shall Jetail a few of the
most agreeable amd interesting circum-
stances which occurred. We left Luck-
now on the 4th of October last, and (i-
rected our course towards Baraech ; our
kafela, or party, consisted of about
40,000 men, and 20,000 beasts: com-
posed of 10,000 soldiers, 1000 cavalry,
and pear 150 pieces of cannon ; 1500 ele-
phants, 3000 carts or hackeries, and an
innumerable tain of camels, horses, and

builocks ; ereat nnmbers of mtts or co-
vered carringes fin  women, Jdrawn by
oxen, which were Blled with the Nawal’s
ladies 3 many laiee and sma'l boats car-
ried on carts deawn by fifty, forty, and
thirty oxen eaciny tigers, leopards, and
Prawks, fichtine cocks, fichting quails,
aml pichtingles ; pigeons, dancing wo-
men amd boy s, singers, plavers, buffoons,
and mountebanks.,  In short, his exeel-
leney had every thing, every abject whicli
vould pleasze or sarprise, artract adwira-
tion, fire with wonder, or convul-e with
laughter. About H00 conlics, or porters,
were employed to caryy bis shooting ap-
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paratus, guns, powder, shot, and ctee-
teras ; he had above one thousand double-
barrel guns, the finest that Manton and
Nock could make ; single barrels, pistols,
awords, and spears inpumerable,  Reli-
gion coustrained him to stop some duy+
at Baraech, to pay homage at the tomb
of a celebrated saint, named Salar Gha-
zee,  All good men who are able resort
to worship this heoly anchorite once a
vear, generally in the month of May ; his
bones were discovered about 400 years
ago, and manifested their sanctity by
gome miracnlous marhs: the witty and
unbelieving say they were the skeleton of
an ass, withouat thivking of the impiety
of imagining any resemiblance he-
tween an ass and a saint, whether dead
or alive. From Baraech we proceeded
toward Nanpara, a small town in the
first range of mountains, commonly call-
ed the Common Hills, which extend
from the ecastern extremity of Bootan to
Hurdwar, and divide Hindustan from
Tibet and Nipal. Game of all sorts
were destroved every morning and even-
ing without number or distinction. Ilis
excellency is one of the best maiksmen I
ever saw ; it would be strange if he was
not, as one day with anotlier he fires
above 100 shots, at every species of birds
and animals. The first tiger we saw and
killed was in the mountains ; we went to
attack him about noon ; he was in a
narrow valley, which the Nawab sur-
rounded with above two hundred ele-
phants ; we heard him growl horribly in
a thick bush in the middle of the valley ;
being accustomed to the sport and very
eager, I pu<lied in my elephant, the fierce
beast charced me Lummediately 5 the ele-
phant, a timid auimal, as they generally
are, turned tail, and deprived me of the
apportunity to fire ; | ventured again, at-
tended by two or three other elephants ;
the tiger made a spring, and nearly reach-
ed the back of one of the elephants, on
which were three or four men; the ele-
phant shook himself go forcibly, as to
throw these men off his back ; they tum-
bled into the bush; I gave them up for
lost, but was agieeabiy surprised to see
them creep put unhurt. His excellency
was all this time on a rising ground near
the thicket, looking on calmly, and beck-
oping to me to drive the tiger towards
bim ; I made another attempt, aud with
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more suceess ; he darted out towards me
on my approach, rearing fuiously, and
lashing his sides with his tail 5 1 luckily
got a shot and hit him, he retreated into
the bush, and ten or twelve clephants
just then pushed into the thicket, alarm-
ed the tiger, and oblized him to run out
towards the Nawab, who instantly gave
him a warm reception, and with the as-
sistance of some of his Omrag, or lords,
laid the tiger sprawling on his side; a
loud shout of wha ! wha ! proclaimed the
victory. O elephants there is no danger
in encountering these savage beasts, which
yout know from repeated trials, I have
been at the killing of above thirty tigers,
and seldom saw any one hart, It you re-
collect, [ was oncethrown off my elephant
on a tiger, and escaped with a bruise,
Thenext sport we had of any maguitude,
was the attack on a wild elephant, which
we met a few days after the battle with
the tizer ; we espied him on alarge plain
overgrown with grass ; the Nawab, eager
for such diveirsions, immediately formed
a semicircle with four handred efephants,
who were directed to advance and en-
circle him ; this was the first wild ele-
phant T had evey seen attacked, and con-
fess I didd not feel very easy ; however I
kept alongside of his excellency, deter-
mined to take my chance. When the
gemicircle of elephants got within three
hundred yavds of the wild one, he looked
amazed, but not frightened ; two large
musi* ¢clephants of the Nawal's were or-
dered to advance against him, when they
approachied within twenty yards he charg-
ed them, the shock was dreadful 3 how-
ever the wilil one conquered, and drove
the mwst elephants before him; as be
passed us the Nawab ordeied some of the
strongest  female elenhants with  thick
ropes, to go alony side of him, aod en-
deavour to entangle him with nooges apd
running knots; the attempt was vain, as
he snapped every rope, and none of the
tame elephants could stop his progress;
the Nawab perceiving it impossible to
catch him, ordered his death, and imme-

# Must elephants are those which are in high
rut ; they are then ver unmanageable, bold,
savage, and often very dangerous. The male ele-
phanis becume musl at a certain age, which some
gay 15 furty years ; Lhe must elephants. are the
only ones which will dare to face a wild one ; they
are also u=ed m the elephant fights exhibitcd be-
fore the princes of India.
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diately a volley of above a hundred shots
were fired ; many of the balls hit him,
bt he seemed unconcerned, and moved
on towards the mountains ; we kept up
an incessant fire for near half an hour
the Nawab and most of his Quras used
1ifles, which carried two and three ounce
balls, but they made very little impres-
sion 3 the balls just entered the skin and
lodged there. I went up repeatedly, being
wounted on a female elephant, within
ten yards of the wild one, and fired my
rifle at his head ; the blood gushed oat,
but the skull was invulnerable; some of
the Khandahar horse galloped up to the
wild elephant, and made cuts at him
with their sabres ; he chareed the horse-
men, wounded some and Killed others;
being now much exhaonsted with the loss
ot blood, having reccived above thiee
thousand shots, and many strokes of the
sabre, he sla kened Ins pace, quoite calm
and serene, as if determined to meet his
approaching end ; Tcould not at this time
refrain from pitying so noble an animal.
The horsemen seeing him weak and
slow, dismounted, and with their swords
began a furious attack on the tendons of
his hind legs ; they were soon cut ; unable
to proceed, he staggered, and fell with-
out a groan., ‘The hatchetmen now ad-
vanced, and commenced an attack on his
large ivory tusks, whilst the horsemen
and soldiers, with barbarous insnlt, be-
gan a cruel assault, to try the sharpness
of their swords, display the strength of
their arm, and shew their invinecible
courage ; the sicht was very affecting ;
he still breathed, and breathed without
a groan ; he rolled his eyes with anguizh
on the surrounding crowd, and making a
last effort to rise, expired with a sigh.
The Nawab returned to his tent: as much
flushed with vanity and exultation as
Achilles ; and the remainder of the day,
and many a day after, were dedicated to
repeated narrations of this vicrory, which
was ornamented and magnified by all the
combined powers of ingenious flattery,
and unbounded exagegeration :

41 Sooth'd with the strain, the prince grew vain,
Fougirt all his battles o’er agan,

And thrnice he routed all hais foes, and thrice he
alew the slain. "

From the mountains we directed our
course towards Buckra Jeel, where we
arrived on thed4th of December. Buckra
Jeel is a large lake, about thiree miles in
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circumference at its most contracted size
in the dry season, and about thirty miles
in its extensive period, the rainy season ;
surrounded by thick aud high grass at the
foot of the Gorruckpoor Hills 5 the jungle
or wild, which enfowrs the lake,.isfoll
of wild elephants, rhiuoceroses,’ thgers,
leopards, wild buffaloes, deer, and every
species of aerial game, This was the
place destined for the grand hunt, which
we were da.ly taught to expect with pleas-
ing anxiety by the florid descriptions of
his excellency. On the 5th of December,
early in the morning, we were summon-
ed to the sylvan war; a line of 1200 éle-
phants was drawn up on the north of the
lake facing to the cast, and we proceeded
rapidly through the high grass, with
miuds glowing with the expectation of
the grand sport we should meet. Lay
down your pipes, ye country squires, who
boast in such pompous language the de-
struction of a poor reyoard or puss, and
say in what terms ye could convey an
idea of the scene 1 saw, and now endea-
vour to describe! When we had arrived
at the eastern extremity of the lake, we
perceived a laree drove of wild elephants
feeding and gamboling at the foot of the
mountains ; I counted above 170 ; at this
critical moment Mr. Conway, a rentle-
man in the Nawab's service, fell off his
elephant, owing to the animal’s stepping
his fore foot into a concealed hole; Mr.
Conway was much bruised, pale, and al-
mozt senseless; the Nawab stopped to
put him into a palankeen, and send him
back to the encampment ; this gave the
wild elephants time to gaze on our dread-
ful front, aud recover from their amaze ;
many of them scampered off towards the
hills. The Nawab divided our line of
1200 elephants into four bodies, and sent
them in pursuit of the wild ones, which
they were to take or destioy, [ 1emain-
ed with the division attached to the Na-
wab ; we attacked a large male elephant,
and afrer a long contest, killed him in the
same manner as the one I bave already
described ; we killed also four smaller
ones, and our division, including the
other three, caught tweuty-one elephants,
which we led to our encampment in high
triumph. [ have only given a short ac-
count of this grand hunt, as it is impos-
sible to describe what we =aw and felt
the confusion, tumult, noi<e, firinug, shriek~
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ing and roaring of 1200 tame elephants,
attacked and attacking 170 wild oncs, all
in ¢ terrible disorder tossed,” formed a
dreadful mélanse, which cannot be jma-
gined by the most luxuriant fancy. There
were above 10,000 shors fired from all
quarters ; and considering the confusion,
Iam surprised the scene wiis uot more
bloody on our side ; about twenty men
were killed and wounded, and near halt
a dozen horses. 1 had two rifles, and
two double barrel guns, and a boy to
load for me in the Khawar, yet I could
not fire guick enongh, thonsh I expended
four hundred balls; many of our tame
elephants which were mueet, and brought
to oppose the wild ones, were knocked
down, bruised, pierced, and made to fly,
The largest elephant we Killed was above
ten feet high*, and would have sold for

feet high ; but this is the exaggerated language of
iravellers, who in general are more anxwoms to
excite wonder than convey information. [ never
saw an elephant eleven tect togh, and I have seen

[JuxE,
20,000 jupees if hie had been canght. Oure
prize of this day might, without amplifi-
catim, be estimated at 50,000 yupees
but you kuow o ouly object was amuse-
nent,

From Buera Jeel we vinie to Faizabad,
where we reposed lor three weeks, to re-
cover trom the Zreat fatigne we had un-
dergone 3 atter & gay sceue of every =pe-
cies of ortental amusement, and leative
digsipation, we returned to this place,
having Killed in our execursion eight ti-
wers, six elephants, and caught twenty-
one., To enumerate the other kinds ot
game would require a sheet as ample as
the petition which wa~ presented to Jun-
gaze Khan, and might perhaps be treated
by you in the manoer that Asiatic con-
queror trcated the petition,—Adien,

Yours, &e.

above some thousands, The Nawab gives exi.a-
gant puices for uneommonly large elephants, and
he has none eleven feet hugh. Their general height
15 about seven or eight feet.

——
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AN ESSAY ON THE OOPAS, OR POISON-TREE OF JAVA.

BY THOMAS HORSEFIELD, . D.

(From the Seventh Volume of the Transuctions of the Literary and Philosoplical
Saciety of Jarva.)

I HAVE proposed to myself in the fol-
lowing essay, to offer you a short ac-
count of the Ouopas of Java, |1 feel some
matisfaction in being able, at a time when
every subject relating to this islad has
acquired a degiee of interest, to funnish
you with a faithful description of the
tree, made by myself on the spot where
it grows, and to relate it= effects on the
animal system by experiments personally
instituted and superintended ; and [ flat-
ter my=elf that the practical information
detailed in the following sheets will re-
fute the fal~ehoods that have been pub-
lished concermnyg this subject, at the
same time that 1t will remove the uncer-
tainty in which it has boen enveloped,

The literary and scientific world has in
few instances been more gros=lyand impy-
ﬂﬂlﬂ'! imposed upon than by the acconnt
of the Polion Oopas, published in Holland
about the year1780. The history and uii-

cin of this celebrated forgery still remains
a mystery. Foersch, who put his name to
the publication, certainly was (according
to information [ have received from cre-
ditable persons who have long resided on
the island. a surgeon in the Dutch East
India Company’s service, about the time
the acconut ot the Qopas appeared.® It
would be in some degree iuferesting to
hecome acqyuainted with his character., [
have been led to suppose that hLis literary
abilities were as mean, as his coutempt
of truth was cousummate,

Huaving hastily picked up somc vague
information cowcerning the opas, he
carried it to “urope, where his notes were
arranged, voalitlessly by a differeut hand,
u =neh a torm, as by their plausibility

® Foer-ch w3, a surgeon of the third class at
Samaiarg i e year 1773, His scconnt of the
Cvrpas “Tice appeared in 1781,
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