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Low -ke y re t u rn  fo r  re scu e d  rh in o  ca lve s  t o  
Ne p a l’s  Ch it w a n  Na t ion a l Pa rk  
by Abhaya Raj Joshi on 18 May 2023 

• Two of three rhino ca lves rescued from the wild have been returned to Nepa lΡs Chitwan 
Na tiona l Pa rk in wha t oг cia ls say was a  Υlow-key and low-costΧ relea se. 

• The two fema le grea ter one-horned rhinos had been ca red for a t a  facility on the 
outskirts of the pa rk a fter being abandoned by their mothers. 

• Oг cia ls had deba ted whether to move them to other pa rks with sma ller rhino 
popula tions or to gift them to foreign countries a s pa rt of Nepa lΡs Υrhino diplomacy.Χ 

• A third rhino ca lf, rescued la st October following a  tiger a ttack, is a lso expected to be 
relea sed back into Chitwan once sheΡs deemed old enough and ready to take ca re of 
herself. 

KATHMANDU — Two rh ino ca lves cap tu red  from  the  wild  a fte r be ing separa ted  
from  the ir m others in  recen t years have  been  re leased  back in to  na tu re  by 
Nepali officia ls . 

The  grea te r one-horned  rh inos (Rhinoceros unicornis), both  fem ales tha t 
conserva tion  officia ls  nam ed  Pushpa  and Anja li, we re  re leased  in to  the  Kasara  
area  of Chitwan  Nationa l Park, hom e to  m ost of the  coun try’s rh inos, on  May 14. 

The  rh inos had  been  ra ised  by the  Nationa l Trust for Na tu re  Conserva tion , a  
nonprofit organ iza tion  tha t works with  the  gove rnm ent to  conserve  wild life  and  
na tu ra l resou rces, a t its  facility in  the  Sau raha  a re  on  the  ou tskirts  of the  
na tiona l pa rk. “The  duo was transported  by truck to  a  wetland  a rea  nea r Kasara , 
where  th e  park’s headquarte rs is  loca ted , and  re leased  withou t using any 
tranqu ilize r,” Maheshwar Dhaka l, d irector-genera l of the  Departm ent of 
Na tiona l Parks and  Wild life  Conse rva tion , to ld  Mongabay. 

Pushpa  was rescued  in  2020 and  Anja li in  2021. They were  a round  two m onths 
o ld  when  they were  found  in ju red  and  abandoned  by the ir m others. “We have  
reasons to  be lieve  tha t Pushpa  and  Anja li were  firstborns tha t d idn’t rece ive  
adequa te  care ,” Dr. Am ir Sadau la , a  ve te rinarian  with  the  NTNC, to ld  Mongabay 
ea rlie r th is yea r. 
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“The  decision  to  re lease  the  rh inos in to  the  wild  was m ade  by the  Departm ent of 
Nationa l Parks and  Wild life  Conse rva tion  a fte r a  com m ittee  of experts 
recom m ended  us to  do so ,” Dhaka l sa id . 

Ganesh  Pan t, an  ecologist a t the  departm ent who was on  the  com m ittee , sa id  
the  team  considered  severa l op tions for the  rh inos’ fu tu re , includ ing keep ing 
them  in  an  enclosure  with in  Chitwan  Nationa l Park, m oving them  to  o ther 
na tiona l pa rks with  sm alle r rh ino popula tions, or gifting them  to  fore ign  
countries as part of Nepa l’s “rh ino d ip lom acy.” While  som e fore ign  coun tries 
in form ally requested  the  rh inos, none  cam e up  with  a  concre te  p roposa l, 
accord ing to  the  departm ent. 

Each  op tion  had  its  drawbacks, such  as lim iting the  rh inos’ na tu ra l behavior, 
exposing them  to  p reda tors or poachers, or depriving them  of the ir na tive  
hab ita t. The  com m ittee  u ltim ate ly d ecided  tha t re leasing them  in to  Chitwan  
Nationa l Park was the  best op tion , as it would  give  them  a  chance  to  adap t to  
the ir na tu ra l environm ent and  jo in  o ther rh inos in  the  park. 

“Following the  decision , we  re leased  the  rh inos in to  the  wild  a s they were  
growing fast and  posed  a  danger to  pub lic sa fe ty,” Dhaka l sa id . “The  whole  
exercise  was low-key and  low-cost. We wanted  to  send  a  m essage  tha t rewild ing 
doesn’t have  to  be  expensive  to  be  successfu l.” 

Ch itwan  Nationa l Park has 694 grea te r one-horned  rh inos, accord ing to  a  
census conducted  ea rlie r th is year. The  pa rk has been  successfu l in  conserving 
and  increasing the  rh ino popula tion  over the  yea rs, desp ite  th rea ts from  
disease , na tu ra l d isaste rs and  poach ing. 

“We a re  constan tly m onitoring [Pushpa  and  Anja li’s] activitie s as they a re  close  
to  the  park headquarte rs and  the  security posts,” sa id  Ganesh  Tiwari, a  
spokesperson  for Chitwan  Nationa l Park. 



The  two rh inos like ly face  an  uph ill s truggle  to  su rvive , as rh ino  transloca tions 
have  a  checkered  record  in  Nepa l. A to ta l of 87 rh inos were  m oved  from  
Chitwan  to  Bard iya  Nationa l Park be tween  1986 and  2003, and  another e igh t 
be tween  March  2016 and  April 2017. Those  e fforts  we re  part o f the  
governm ent’s b id  to  p rotect the  species from  the  th rea ts of d isease  and  na tu ra l 
d isaste r by ensuring a  viab le  popula tion  in  m ore  than  one  hab ita t across the  
country. Bu t of the  95 rh inos tha t were  transloca ted , on ly 38 su rvive ; m any were  
killed  by poache rs or were  a ttacked  by loca l residen ts re ta lia ting aga inst crop  
dam age . 

Authoritie s say they hope  the  la test re lea se  of rh inos, back in to  the  sam e park 
from  where  they were  born , will have  a  h igher chance  of success. 

Following the  transloca tion  of Pushpa  and  Anja li, the  NTNC still has one  m ore  
fem ale  ca lf, Pooja , under its  ca re  a t the  Sauraha  facility. Pooja  was taken  in  in  
October last yea r a fte r becom ing sepa ra ted  from  he r m othe r during an  a ttack 
by a  tige r. Authoritie s say Pooja  will a lso  even tua lly be  re tu rn ed  to  the  wild , just 



like  Pushpa  and  Anja li, if the ir re lease  p roves to  be  successfu l and  a fte r she  
becom es old  enough  to  look a fte r he rse lf. 
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