FROM RHINO HORNS TO DAGGER HANDLES—

A DEADLY BUSINESS

To save the critically endangered rhino, we must find a substitute
for its horn, highly prized in Yemen for making dagger handles
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Balow: In San'a, the capitsl of Yemen,
buyer and seller haggle over the prico
af & Jambiyya, or daggar.

Opposite: The most prestiglous
daggers have rhino-ham handles,

e hisen has long been gomsnl
gred @ prosugious tem i many parrs
ol the wodlil I Yemen [officially the
Yeimein Aral pruhli._'- it | &) praco
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making hiles for the traditional fam
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this pse appedrs limited (see " [leadly
Lovie Pouons, " ANIMATL KTNGIM.
lariuary/February 1987), Cilier parts
of the rhing are alwg used to maks
medictial and sesual potions, Exmond
Hradley Mariin whis b studied ehe
rhimmeproduct trade in more depth
than anyone, repores that rhing hload
and urme are cnmmonly solid i AsE

Unfortunately, the chine hors that

the Yements ail others find so yaehal
gomes trom animaly e I T
brink of expnction, Twenty years ago,
the warldwido populanon of the v
rhing species wis estmated ar 70,000;
barelv 10,000 survive wday. The black
rhing has been eapecially ard hit
L Inge

African savarnas, the species L been
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Scientists have known about (e
poachung problem lor some wme;
gty I the past 20 weard hoave here
Eq il l._|L||,_..-|1_|,_|_|_ o Lo uive Fhirios.
I"hese endiegvors have loctsed monly
o proflecting antinals b the wild o
within reserves—an approach that
'|'A.'“TJ\L"I.} Wi ” m Ll|ll||[|'| "l”ll i, LM BN
ample; where the nnce cntically en-
daneered southerm white thing 1
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But the cost of guarding every wild

flinoeeron i clearly probibitive, espe-

BETICE  profecTion
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Ulite way o help ease the pressiire
it thinos s to wy w reduce danand
lse their products. In 1987 the LUnimed
Seated Ageiicy tor Tntermational Devel
e il the Wl W ide Fund Lot
Mapiee (WWE) luunched a project to
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How to See Mountain Gorillas

If vou ae over 15 vess old and
very tit, have money 1o spare, and
wee really (nterested 10 mousgin
porillie, there are twii clinloes Tos
peemg them i the wild: Volanoes
Nationa] Park, (5 Tegnd, aind
Virwnpd Natienal Pack, i Zaiee
Pt wither, you must be prepared m
Fide Uver bad reads, hike for Mo
i rowghh terraing aned, i certain
ittt withstand cald rame, For all
thiv discomborr, vou will bhe re
witided with the wondertully -
mate experienee—ar close range lor
wne tull hous—at watching these
magatticent animals exr, pliv, did
groam uni another, Froom the view-
g dliseance of untly 18 feet, youl may
gvent [ vou prefer 4 wide-aiiple
leas (a4 telephoo Tor recording
Lhsdr Famnily Lle

Besldes visiving the gorilli, you
ean hike the spectacolsr Vieungs
Mewintains, where with ek vou
will sow hlack-tromed duikess and
buihbucks (both forest antelupes),
rare golden monkevs, and aueh -
usual birds as the beilllant red and
blue Rusenzon turco, (See e
ful fior ivthey travel supgestions, )

Reservatioons (o visit rhe |.:nri|ln.u
in either Rywands o Zaire mist he
made well (8 advance. For the peal
times ol wammer and Chostmas and
fpring vacations, wis months w0 2
veur v not oo far shead 1o phn,
summer bemgs the advantage o
hule vam b also the disadvanagpe
it laze, which limitn vour viess of
the scemic mwiiitam fegling, | think
Januars, Febwwigy, aid Seprembier
e Ly best times 1 po

Several LLS, conpanies nffer go-
tilla-rrebhisg tours, These inclisde:
Cee E!rrmrillinnr. L1 -HOD 35 ) -5041 )
and Wanderlus |ravel (1-333/777-
SR ), which go o Kwanda and Ad.
vemmre Cemer (1-BO0/237-0747)
and Vovagers International {1-a377
2573091 ), which go o Revanda and
Lutre, You cun ulwo malee indupen
dint travel plasss, but 1 advise wait-
g lor confirmation of gorille-visit
dites befivre lnalleing other plams,

For the snimals’ safety, tourists fallow
safe-tistance nubon when with gorilias,

For Rwanda

Reservations: Arrangements can be
bovked through several US, wavel
agents oF one o two agencies hagod
m Rwande: Rwanda Explorations
Lk, 0y Box 1545, Kigall, Ruanida
itelex KGLBAKD) amd Rwanla
Travel Service, WP 140, Kigall,
Reanda Auy of these dan teverve
liseal ransportation and accommo
dattins as wall as Highte, A tichet for
ot gorilla vier (ineludigg chres davs
in Yolcanves Naoonal Mark) cur
rently goses abour $180 jret persim:
a second gorllla visit the next day is
it addivienal §1583,

Fiights: You muy Ny o Kigall, (e
capita] of Rwuinly, via Furape uii Sa-
beru or Air Franew allines, or from
Nairubi on Kenya Alrways,

Local transportation: \ |-+ or mini:
bibis innise b rented i Kigali for the
diive to Volcuoes Nanonal 'ark
(one and & halt hours on paved rawd
plus an hour on bumpy din and
stone roads). 'rices range trom $200
ino ehawiteat, up 1o loar people) for
snie long day, 1o $550 {Chautteur, up
wosevan people) fior twi days
Acoommodations: | [oiel oo
range Froom $10 w0 8100 per night i
Kigall, Thiwe recommended include
thee Milles Callines, the Diplomar,
and the Meniden, At park headquar-

Ietd vl eun beml 4 room Ly the
guesthouse (spartan but clesn) [or
$10 per person per night; thiy is es-
poecially pies 1 you plan to hike in
the mreuntaing (additional puides gre
Always availlalle ad there are many
tralls with a wide raisge of difficulty ),

For Zaire
Reservatlons: Arriigemients can bie
mude through 1S, travel agents or
the lallowing, Air Zaire (1-305/472-
1717) v AMIZA, WIL 372, Gama,
Zaire (leles 21009), Letters take g
panimm ol twi weeks to get m
Lakre, w0 do not expect i spealy e
spoiise, Tickers cout $100 per persem
pur daily gortlls vine.
Flights: You may ily 1o Rinshasa, the
capiral of Zaire, or Kigali in Rwian-
da. on one ol seversl (nternational
carsiers oryginanng i Curope. From
Kinshasa, vanous private companies
Ay daily 1w Goma, the city elisest
w Virungs Natonal Park. From
Kigall, v ean hire a cae for the
twar- i o attd-a-half-hour trp on
paved roads to Goma,
Local transportation: In Cioma, vou
will need to hire o four-wheel-dnve
vehicle lor the three- to tour-hour
drive to Joimba, the park station from
which vou will kil 1o see the guril-
las. Thie cost ie approsimately $300
(with clauffeur, Up w five passen-
gers) bor twi days,
Accommodations: \ varicty of ho
tels are available in Goma, rangug
from $5 to $50 por night. Most
highly recommended are the Grand
Lac Hotel m the oy sseh and the
Horel Karibu outside town aling the
shores of Lake Kivi: A lovely rostic
cabm e available ar Jomiby, where
bedding and ecooking amd suring
utensils (not food) wre provided for
sin people ar a cist of about $10 per
persen per night 1t iy suggested thar
yii spend the night before your
goritla visit ar Jomba given the ne
cessity for an early start pn the day
of thy vismt. Make a reservanion when
you reserve vour gortlla vickets.

A Viedde
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A daggermeler In the Yemen| souk, or
markatplnce, vses a file to shapa a
hina-ham handle. He can maks 20 hilts
fren one hom. Bocouss rhinos are so
rare, the price of such & dagger storts
at §1.500,
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Yemen, which was kitow

the pant 10 years sudymg the anthro-
pology ol Yemen, so 1 was aaked 1o
head thie rhino=hor project. My pn
gy task wid o determine why the
horn 48 s luphly ealued and weha
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horn: The average rhino horn weighs
ax 1o eight poundy, »o he cin make
ahout 20 hils lrom one hom, “'With
s lietle horn  around
sid, *1 make the hils
.||'|:.1'.|.,|_ 1|.|-.I liwicadi A |_J:|I1 nld one I i

Fhn thewe
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wearine.” Fe poiled 1o thi Lo e
b leel duggzer sticking ot ul an ai
dinar belt

sheath on the leather
I'.H'II'Ill hin Wikist

"1 can make up to 28 Rilts & i} i
satd vhe cratooman, and he opened 4
cloth o show me the onew he had fme-
whed thar weeh. Becayse of the sharp
decling in rhms numbers, most ol the
hilis wieey mdide HPom wales i”—”lﬂi"
Bt

Alier 4 hill I8 Lot out, £ s dluaped
with Fles, The dageer maker was sur-
revietsdled by various wools, each with a
specitic name sl Funetion which he
carefully expliined as he went alurig

=Uhuee 11" fled, T put a Hame b @
o scoreh the haes, The makes it cas-
A wmall
metal bowl ar his feer held & mmmre

e o smooth and pelnd,’

ol gind and water thait he 1§'I|."i1l-"1 with
i dlath o polinh the hult *And lss”
b wiid, =1 rith n soime sesame o o
Lpitug witet el oo

Tor winderntand the Yemiem [uscina
viit with rhire Botn, 1 bad o Torget
e anceived] nothens about .-|1'I|-'u|lu-
ke wml listen 8 the
people talk ahoin thetr daggers, The
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Y orrier jambiyvya f nit an exatic heir

Il hung over the Lireplace like a
Civll War sword, Virtually all adile
men wedr daggers, most on 4 daily
hasis—anit tor prroteciio, |~-||T|Ju'..1.r|-
snee the mtradietion of rifles, but ou
ot pride

Tracdimonally, Yemen ha
rribal soetoyy, and the dagser 18 8 pow

heen a

artull svmbal of & man’s ability 1o de
fend lmeell and the hoooy of s
tribe, It is also an itegral part of the

B ', 4 daiiee pertarmied outdoord by

ribesmen on religious and navional
hishiclays, st major wribal and pational
events, and at wedditgs,

The Yemem practice of wedring
daggers w pot hkely to disappear just
because the socery & modernizing
Even the mow Westermzed Y ememniy
still wear ther daggers on cercmonial
perasions and &t mmportant family
EEEiLy ||_| BUMTE Wavy LJ||, swmbalic
value of the dagper had Incredsed smie
the eivil war of the early 19405, » hach
r-111p|¢-d i cenmmmigs-old religlous ans
fCracy and resubied in the formatdon
|1n1 59
the ambiyya 1 4 nedonal symbol

of a democratic govermmetd
somettung all Yemem men can wear
tiv ahiow thetr new. scnse of umty aw
well s to tmammtan contimairy withoa
cich tribal hentiee

IR REASCN FOR WEARING THI

railyived 18 widerstandalle, but

why doss the hdlt have ti be
maide of rlitne horn? The answer 8
NnT a8 ~.:.=1It]‘l'i|r il:n] A% it lIIJJI.1,|I| ITTae-
1L || !|;u— |||1T|"|'|IEH Ley I-II' "|ll1|"l fl'll' rh--
noceron mcdl ur with s perceved
powers to heal or mersave sexual
prawess. To put icsimply: Hiles made
ol rhino hom dre uore resislant oo
weat il tear than those ol other ms-
perkils, sueh ds Commion cow or swalel
buffaler ham,

Fhe jambiyya 18 prohably te most
visible indleation of 2 man's status,
somewhat like a8 execurive's Hmiw-
a1 hs
honod sieel blades thar are lighrweghi
and durable: thuir wooden ahe athiesy
may be pvorlad with silver or geld,
and leather bels are often cmlon
dered with stleer or gold thread. The
dagyer's migt vulnerahle pary 1% the
lult, because it w constantly handled

best ories have ||J§-'1||I||'l

ihi coftes o contict with hiuman

skin olls,
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Poachers have run amok in Africa and Asia to satsty the demand
for rhino products, particularly the horn.
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arc casnly dented mind require upkeap
It sppears thar no paricy
[arly noe wator buatlato Horn, wears as
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well o8 riune hoen. [ Actually
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pacted hairlibhe fibers) My Yemuen
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hile lowides better the more it s handled
|E=-1| 'I|'I|. ilder 1 (A= Adver b

hilt becomes a translacent

yiar, the

yvellow, Like amber, and ndividaal
“har® lines bocome more distnce
Some Yemonw can lierally bk b
hours ahout the guabnes of rhino
Farn litlin,
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J.=|I:'||:.l'||_l|!" II![-I-I N WV
NOCETES [& MOre rancrna §
Many medievat Arab
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WrLers passed

representanion of the rhunsceron.

Oyie o tho more widilv voad Aga
bt Dioscale viph atsirmunls wus (he zoalom
eal lexlcan ol Mubammed al-Thamird,
certury . Al-
Dlamirt cladmed thay the rhivo could
reach 150 tes

WritteEn "|il Portberit

] ‘II'”}'_"I b TR LA = 111-1||'|‘-r-
the ot
sprmg ot @ mare ol & wale eleplmnt
I thar were wrue, reasaned al- Damin,
twould not be lawrul muder |8mn
liw Bl
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stick it uut o) 1B mothe's
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pireling o0 al-Dlamird,
it U lhana used the
rhltiacers o The
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Though they wax postic about the
gualities of rhine hom, Yamenis find no
magic in the anlmal's adomment.

They would gladly use a substitute.

The prablem s finding a substance that
is egunily durabie and attractive.

wifigie ul the animal ea said o be
gt ool that B eould lick the [lesh
nff & mans bones

ill |1'|||I.|

ks |_|. ||1|n,: Hiorm Wk u;]['\-]'u.-.f--|| fir

anel Ching, al-LDhimie
help in recovimng from cpileptic bis,
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women with severe labor pams. The
elaim that thinn hom could proweo
perian from the dreaded evil eve gave
particular valie to the hora Tt Seetin
LT lI::_'h'. I||_|I ||||.'\|. LUITS BEvEl ,._I.I.J.,_i'.'[
vt B eraeditional Arab medicimn

Th
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per makers are businessmen, Lntil the
,:_‘-I\|'='4'|i||r'|'|r |:.IH||I"|| '-|||' :"'i"|‘|'| it
riifn ot i 987 they mdde mntey
ot '|'|II!:\ Irivim r|'|| ||:||;!T'r'r bt alsi
which they enl

tiom the :i'|lj1||-|“-,l

old 1o the Clunesg, whu

CUrRI¥e properties

lectod and
do beheve 1 the
ol rlutin e hey i %
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Yemen officiall
walk through t[:

it has become a lusury item that fewer
and tewer people can afford, The main
rhino horn mader m San'z rold
Exmond Beadloy Marun thae duning
the 1%78s he broughs m more than
6500 pounds of rhino horn annuatly;
i thie 19808 his business was reduced
to oty abwur 2,600 pounds [t vear.
Meanwhile, whuh:u.!.L: prices climbed
Frum $43 per pouind in 1978 w about
$310 in 1978 1o $688 in 1987, The
Yemeni currency has declined fram
4.5 Yemen riyals per US, $1 in 1980
to 10 YR per US $1 today, making
the price increase even groater A new
dagyer made with rhmo horn cos at
lease $1,530; ane with & warer huttalo
hilt gan be boughn for as linte s $18,
On the pusitive side; some peaple
uny the high cost of thino bors neans
that there b less overall demand, But

Yemen at a Glance
Size: 75290 wquare miles

at thee same time, the inercasing ratity
of the hom and its recognized dura-
biliry make a rhmo-bom dagger an
HiIracrIve illFElTﬂli"F1l +'.1'-" &Ny oD "'":h
plrm_\' ol moneyv: Aod if dhinos were
to become exuaner, some people rea-
soin, such a dagger woulid be priceless,
I addition, the profit realized by the
craltsmn selling a chino-horn dapger
j¢ 100 prries that For o seates-bilTilo
by, Thus the tireat we the chin
ETIINGY FEITAdns,

I GOVERNMENT ©0F YEMEN
Thﬂl peted o ﬁin.ul faith h} [rass
g legulation t han the impent,

ary, and wee ol rhome hoyn, but the

law 15 @t lrle avail unless the people
themselves care abour the rhimos'
plight. There s no national wildlife
gomservanon etfort in Yemen today,

Populmtion: 1,174,173, aceniding te 1986 conaus

Capital: '

"l"nm:iqummﬂ,\! the Yemen Arab Kepubbic and somenmes referred w
s North Yemen s locared in the southwestern corner af the Arabian
perinsla It is bounded on the north and caie by Saudi Arabia, on the

perdusily, Yesmen b 4 remark

plaine (o high mountaing,

west by the Med Sex, and on the south by South Yemen (Meople's
Demescratic Repiabilic of Yemien), i contast to the rest of the

sl Tertile pegion, with relattvely abundunt
rabitfall and physical features varying fram

Lanels to dhewert oo lat

The republic was formed n 1962 after 4 cemturies-old religious ars
wcrary was averthrown, The official religion is Lslam, and most of the
people bielong 1o the Zayds and Shater seat. The cconomy 1 agncultuel

aned there is lierbe tndusiry. Emgranon s scommon in Yemen;
during the mid-1970x, nearly o thisd af the Yemeni make labor torce
worked dbroad, primurily in neghbaring oil-producing saaes, and sent
their wiges back to their bamilies. Dut in the carly 19808, 4 worldwide
recession) brought Yemen w near economic collapse, Then, ki 1984, ol
way dissnvered in the sunntry and & pipeline sas comeructed w luk the
wilficlds with the Red Sea. Domestic ol prosduction began in lae 1987
anid b antleipated to yield much seeded government revemies and obs,
Stall, Yernen ix o poor country  Iliteracy i at least 5 percent for ples
andd almost 90 percent for females. Lite expoctancy at birth s only 43
years for males and nox quie 41 for females, B "
Yemun hax l:ﬁlhlillllﬁ s of Wildhic and Zoow under ins
Miniry of lure and Fishorses, hat because of limmed funds, s
1ot Vet onal Leguilation for a national wilidlife conservation
progrum way proposcd severdl vears ago bue has mot been scted on.

A ANIEAL RINGELM

banned the import of rhino horn in 1982, but a
¢ bazaar showed that horns were still coming in.

despite & few interested Individuals in
government and 0 the universities,
Thl' TR tl.“ 1-I-'|.L'h "t li.l-l."'i-n“ 1ot
ditticul oo undersmnd:. Thr coumoy's 40
million plus peaple are the poorest on
the Arabian pcmnlulu. Uiterooy =
high—nearly %0 percent tor temales
and B8 percent among malos—and
Health faealives are tew and [or be.
tween, Lile expectancy at birth ia snky
43 years Tor men and about 41 fo
fermales; the infam morality s i
oo ool the higehiess in the world, When
the people face so many eritiezl prob-
lervis, i 18 Ao wonder conservation e
cetvis litthe attention

I aring my studdy of the rhino-hom
problen, 1 talked with poople on bath
sides of the wsue: in and our of gov-
ernment. ‘The inescapable eonchision
1 that there s no ilmpte seslutaonn tir
making the demand tor rhuno hom
disappear overnight, PBut there are
vppurtunities tar reducing the long-
term demand  and For dnvulving
Yemini th the overall wildlife eon-
setvation  process,  For  instance,
wmph!l of other kilt materials should
be rlrm'n:iﬂd m dagger makers, The
crattsmen | vabked 10 i the bazanr
Were eager 1o experiment, parmcularly
il thev could tind snmething competi-
tive with the Increasimgly iy r’:.i.uu
b,

Currently the govermment i -
gaged in @ project (o preserve the old
ity of San's and madivonal markia
crafts. The profect dirvetar sald he
would be very irerested in amy help
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