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INTRODUCTION.

HuNTING, from the earliest antiquity, has formed no less the favourite pastime of the mightiest monarchs, than the chosen exereise of
the most exalted heroes. Poets and minstrels have made the merrye greene-wode the theme and burthen of their wild song. Philosophers
and sages have lauded the sylvan eraft, as comhining exercise to the body, with delight and entertainment to the mind; whilst painters
and seulptors have made it the suhject of the noblest creations of their skill and genins. The ancient schools instructed those who
were destined for deeds of high emprize, to contest with the swiftest of the wild beasts in speed, with the boldest in strength, and
with the most eunning in craft and subtilty ;—* certare cum fogacibus feris, cursn; cum aundacibus, robore; cum callidis, astu.”
Vietories gained over the savage tenants of the forest constantly formed the prelnde to heroie explonts in war;—and the splendid
monuments which transmitted to after ages the military achievements of the Emperors of Rome, not unfrequently blended with their
most celebrated trinmphs, the glories of the chase. The pages of history record the high estimation in which our own ancestors, from
the rudest periods, have regarded this noble diversion. Princes and statesmen have alike been its protectors; and whilst men of the
greatest genius in Furope have not disdained to share in the excitement it affords, oriental potentates have far eclipsed the more
civilized nations of the #lobe, in the splendour and magnificence with which they have induolged in the engrossing faseinations of the field.

Of those who have taken up the unpretending Narrative of my recent adventures in the wilds of Southern Afriea, to which the
present volume may be considered to form an amplification, few will deny that to wander through a fairy-land of sport, among the
independent denizens of the wide wilderness,—realizing, as it were, a new and fabled ereation amid scenes never before paced by eivilized
toot,—is in itself so truly spirit-stirring and romantic. that in spite of the many hardships and privations which are inseparable from a
campaign directed against the ferse naturse, the witcheraft of the desert must prove irresistible. Nor will any one who reflects that the
regions I traversed were either fotally depopulated, or very sparingly inhabited, cowplain, that my attention should bave been so
exclusively directed to the brute creation, which presented to the traveller the most prominent as well as the most engrossing objects of
contemplation. In & region * where the grim lion prowls monarch of all he surveys,” my interviews with the wild races of the human
specics were necessarily few and far between ; and it seldom fell to my fortune to have opportunities of studying the natoral history of
those primitive children of the desert. '

Afriea, it is well known, is the great nursery of many of the most noble and interesting forms that exist in the amimal kingdom.
Her southern regions, which extend into the temperate zone, are surrounded on three sides by the oeean; and being divided from the
milder elimates of the northern hemisphere by the torrid belt that intervenes, ave tenanted by a vast nation of indigenous quadrupeds.
The grizzled Monarch of the forest—the stupendons Elephant—and the shapeless River Horze ;—the mailed Rhinoeeros—the gaily
painted Zebra—and the richly arrayed Ostrich ;—all claim alike some portion of her savage soil as the Iot of their inheritance. An
endless variety of grotesque and bulky ruminants also, offer to the keen disciple of ** the mighty Hunter,” guarrdes no less glovions than

eccentric.  The towering Giraffe, by whose lofty side man dwindles to the stature of a pigmy ;—the malevolent and stately Buffalo,

AWtk flery ryes and angry Toar
A feet that stamyp, dcd borns that gope.—

the mild, though ponderous Eland, enveloped in a goodly garment of its own fat ;—the fantastic Gnoo, with its searcely less terrific-looking
congener—the Unicorn-resembling Oryx, and the regal Koodoo ;—the proud group of Aigoceri, and the graceful family of star-eyed
Gazelles ;—together with a whole host of smbordinates, descending by fair gradations, Tink by link, to that tiniest of sylvan denizens,
the Ceralean Antelope, and collectively filling the place which in other countries is oeeupied by the cervive race—all advarice their
hereditary title to a sharve in the trackless plafequwr of that mighty portion of the earth.

The extensive field that yet remains unexplored of the great and mysterions Continent of Afriea, doubtless contains a rich mine of
hidden treasure, which in the progress of gradual development, will no doubt be one day fully exhausted. By the indefatigable exertions
of modern travellers, the repositories of science have been already enviched with some of the choicest exsie of most of the interesting
forms with which we are yet acquainted ; and the enterprize of others, also, has stocked our menageries, like the ark of Noah, with
living specimens of nearly every variety. Widely diffevent, however, is the gracefu] free-born of the desert, hounding exultingly in light
and liberty over his native prairie, from the pampered cripple, pining in sad captivity, with sinews relaxed under the restraint of a prizomn-
honse.  Yet it is from stonted subjects such as these, or worse still, from mummies and stuffed monstrosities, that the most popular
illustrations of the African Fauna have heretofore been principally derived ;—and so little likeness do soine of the abortions and
absurdities thus produced, hear to the brave originals, that it is frequently difficult, if not impossible, to trace in them the most remote
resgmblance to the actual works of the creation.

With the design, if possible, of supplying in some measure this palpable defeet in onr Zoological galleries, the portraits contained
in the present series were originally undertaken. How manifold soever their imperfections, if viewed as productions of art. they can

boast at least of being adorned with the beanties of truth, having all been delineated from hiving subjeets, roaming in pristing independence

over their native soil.  * To study animals with aceuracy,” says the observant Buffon, * we ought to view them in their savage state .
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fo accompany them into the retreats which they have chosen for themselves ;—to follow them into the deep caverns,—and to attend them
on the frightful precipices where they enjoy unbounded liberty.” Devoted to wood-craft from the eradle, my predilection for sylvan sports
has afforded me all the crppnrtu.nitea, alluded to by the great Naturalist, of waxing intimate with the dappled denizens of the grove amil
waste to an extent, which abler artists and more finished Zoologists have necessarily heen denied. T have beheld the venerable and
half-reasoning Elephant browsing in native majesty among his own contemporary trees, “in his huge strength impregnable ;"—have torn
the much-prized ivory from his giant jaws, and plucked the horn from the saucy nose of the Rhinoceros. I have stripped the proud
spolia from the shagey shoulder of the * king of beasts, who elears the desert with his rolling eye ;"—have humbled the hanghty head of
the forest bull ;—and though © she sporneth the horse and his vider,” have despoiled the fleet Ostrich of her costly plumes. More—I have
Aragzed forth Bekemath, * whose ribs are lile bars of iron,” from his hiding placelunder the shady trees, inthe covert of the reed and
fens,—amd have ridden familiarly by the side of the towering Zasmor, the colossal glory of the wildemess, long classed with the wild
chimeras of men’s brain.

The leading features of my Expedition, undertalken cliefly for these purposes, in the company of an esteemed and valued friend,
bave already been placed before the pablic in the Narrative above referred to:* and it is therefore only necessary for me now to remarl,
that throughont the following views, which were all exeented on that occasion, my object has been to combine to the fullest practicable
extent, information which might prove seeeptable to the naturalist, the sportsman, and the lover of wild scenery. Adapted to one
standard, and corvected by actnal measurement, they comprise faithful portraits of every game quadraped yet known to inhabit Bonthern
extra-tropical Africa, including one which has been pronounced suunigne and splendid discovery of my awn 7§ and, as neither the relative
size of the animals, the characteristics of their favourite haunts, nor their manmer of congregating, has in any instance heen lost sight of,
the series will be found to convey an accurate and tangible iden, not only of the ordinary bulk of each, and of its srezarions,
monogamons, or solitary babits, but alse of the aspect and geographieal featnres of the region to which it is restricted,

Those of my readers whe, like myself, have been aveustomed to the trappings and lnxurious magnificence of Indian hanting
expeditions, and who haye enjoyed the summptuons accommadation afforded by Oriental tents and retinue, can form but 4 feeble coneeption
of the ten thousand difficulties, distresses, and drawhaglks—the toils, trials; and froubles, that beset the wanderer in the African desert.
He whe would accomplish his object under the mamfold disadvantazes that there exist, must be well impressed with the Iaxim,

Lhinsin w3ret lahor, labar Phitn ijs volapta ;

anel L elaim some share of merit for having i the domains of savage uatore, not been dishesrtened from the exereise of the pencil
under so many disadvantages.  All the first sketehes of my drawings were commenced either in the open air with the animal before e,
i the seene of slanghter, or under the shelter of sume neighbouring bush, and were. completed upon my knees in the wageon, often
amidst i and wind.  The indolence and apathy of our Hottentot attenidants, who resembleithe wild beasts as nearly in habitz as in
features, nvariably obliged me to carry the applisnees for deawing, as well as the embryo portraits upon my person; and that they
shonld have been preserved to assnme their present shape will probably exeite surprise, when 1 add, that 1 often wended my solitary way
from the sporting field, not only encnmbered with my weapons and hunting zear, but also laden with venizon, and stagrering under the
weight of the ponderous trophies which had fallen to my rifle.

Before eoncluding this introduetion, T feel a proud satisfaction in publiely acknowledeing the enthusiastic reception which has
been aecorded to my Narrative by my brother officers in India, with whom T have the gratification of knowing it has cxalted me in credit
and consideration : nor must I omit to express my obligation to the critics of Earope. for the favourable manner in which my work has
been récerved in my native land, Tt would have been tos muel td expect that my sylvan exploits should have enlisted the sympathies,
or drawn forth the approbation of every reader, and if | am oceasionally charged with lavish slaughter, T must o'en shelter myself belind
the renowned deeds of bold Robin Hood and his gallant yeomen in the * greene forrdst of Sherwood,” or sumwmon on my behalf the

still more sangumary exploits of the famed heroes of Chevy Chase, as transmitted in ballads of the olden time ;

“HnY long belote bigh noone gt [
Hne Quatived Gt Duded glaing ;
Then habing binel, the Trobyers went
o rxiye the Weare agaiie™

From those kindred and congenial spirits, however, to whom especially T have inseribed the following pages—and who will not

fail fo interpret aright the intent of my dedication—I feel confident of approval. They, I know, will accord ta their ancient ally, that
A

fellow feeling of which others may be piggard or unsusceptible s—ueither amongst my brother votavies of the Chase, shall there be
found one, who turning over these leaves, will fail to participate in the enviahle feelings of liberty and excitement ek ol 1%
breast, whether  pricking at a righte merrye pace” with my fellow-voyazeur, over the broad bosom of the

Routhern Africa, or engaged in * chanee medley " with the four-footed giants that divide amongst themselves
Elysium.

flower-decked prairies of
the empire of that hunter's

¥ Nurrative of an Expedition into Southern Africa, througli the territgties of the Chief Moselelatse, to the Tropic of Capricor, &c
¥ Yide Trans. Zool. Society, Vol. 1, Plate 39, Page 216,
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PLATE XVI

RHINOCEROS AFRICANUS.—THE AFRICAN RHINOCEROS.

Rhinoster of the Cape Colonists. Borili of the Bechuana. Chukwroo of the Matabili.

GewEric CmHanacTeR.— Often six feet hizh at the shoulder, and about thirteen in extreme lemgth. General contour
that of gizantic swine. Body very robust, clumsy, and underlimbed ; feet very small in proportion, and furnished with three
toes; the hocks unnaturally prominent, as though spavined. Head Shn];EIEEE-. Eves lateral and extremely small; encircled by
4 series of deeply furrowed wrinkles, extending over-a great portion of the face. Muzzle hooked, and resembling that of a
tortoise ; armed with two horns on the suout, placed one behind the other, over an arch formed by the nasal hones: they
are solid, fibrous, consisting of an agzlatination of hair, and attached to the skin enly; variously fashioned; usually rough at
the hase, and hizhly polished above; the anterior from one to two feet long, the posterior generally much smaller, but eapri-
cious, attaining in some specimens the same or nearly the samelength.®* Ears pointed, small, approximated, and fringed with a
few bristles. Hide naked, very thick, rogons, and knotty, but destitute of plaits or folds, a few loose wrinkles about the neck
excepted. Usual colour olive brown, approaching sometimes to that of eclay mire. Tail about two feet long, laterally com-
T]i'EEEE;d at the end, and fornished with a few terminal bristles.

Female similar, but smaller. Mamm= two. Very common in the interior, and frequently gregarious in small .gmupz
not exceeding five or six.  Inhabits variously, but is most usually met with on thinly wooded plains.

* In no two epocimens of thiz animal which came under my observation were the lorns buile exactly upon the snme model. Mhzease or aceident had  mot
unfrequently rendered the anterior lorn the sherter of the two.



CHAPTER XVL

THE AFRICAN RHINOCEROS.

The devilish iron epjioe wroaght

In déspest bell, and framesd by feriets ekill,

With windy nite ol quick solphar fraught,

And mimmel wath Holbets ronnd, ordaned o kall, b
Spenber’s Frery Lhesdite,

“Ir you draw your beast in an emblem,” observes Peacham quaintly enough, “show a landseape of the country natoral to
the beast.” In accordance with which sound and excellent counsel, although not direetly dealing in emblems, I have striven to
displajr annexed the scenery * natural™ to the smaller, and more cumﬁnn of the two species of Rhinoceros that infest Southern
Africa. He 15 a swinish, crose-grained, ill-favoured, wallowing hrute, with a hide like a 'rasp, an impudent cock of the chin,
a roguish leer from out the corner of his eye, a mud-begrimed exterior, and a necklace of ticks and horse-flies ! Nineteen
times out, of twenty shall you see the crusty old fellow standing listlessly in the society of Gnoos, Quageas, and Hartebeests,
upon & plain bounded by a low range of azure hills, and dotted over with mokaala trees, distributed with park-like regularity.
In imitation of the pendulum of a Dutch cloek, his tail is swinging mechanieally from side to side — and the odds ape fifty
to oue that, having eaten his fill, he is at that very moinent in the enjoyment of perfeet idleness, under the shade cast by one
of the many thatched cities of the Lowie which are within the seope of vision. Indolent and slovenly, he would appear,
notwithstanding his encrmous bulk, to be o slow and daiuty feeder, tasting few of the many shrubs which he approaches, or has
even touched with his tortoise-like nose, as though designing to browse thereon: and whilst exclusively subsisting upon brosh-
wood and the smaller branches of dwarf trees —he is to be found in none but wooded districts, his traces beeome there.
abundantly apparent, from his accumulated heaps of ordure, wherein he delights to roll, from his singular #refpil-shaped spoor,
and from the extensive mutilations of his favourite bushes.

Whether from & limited sphere of vision, arising from the extraordinary minuteness of the eyes, which, resembling a
pig's in expression, are placed nearer o the nose than in most othpr animals—or whether from an overweening confidence in its
own powers—the Rhinoceros will gemerally suffer itself to be approached within even a few yards, before condescending to take
the smallest heed of the for who is diligently plotting its destruction. At length, pricking its pointed ears at some unuzual sound,
it listens with a Indierons assumption of shrewdness —its elevated suout, armed with a double ploughshare, imparting an inimi-
table expression of contewmpt. In an instant the dull and vacant physiognomy has become lighted up with the essence of all
that is spiteful and malevolent. Twinkling its hoggish eyes, and turning its shapeless hend inguiringly from =ide to side—
elevating its double chin, and restlessly rolling its bemired earcase from side to side—it trots forward a few paces with the
vivacity and mincing gait of a French dancing master — wheeling presently to the right abont to reconnoitre the enemy. Then
uttering 4 great blast or snort of defiance, and lgm'uring its armed muzzle almost to the ground, gronting and trumpeting, ou
comes the villain with recldess impetuosity, displaying a degree of activity but ill according with such unwieldy proportions.
Ouce ronsed from his apparent lethargy, throwing down fhe gauntlet, he charges with blind fury to the onslaught, aided no
less by the length of his stride than by the propelling impetns of his body. Yet his rush is invariably a straisht one, and
his awleward strocture preventing him from turning with facility, it is only necessary to step on pune side to he perfectly
secure —a  bullet, hardened either with tin or quicksilver, and thrown in behind the elbow at the proper moment, being
almost sure to pru:u'ﬂ fatal, after a race of three or four hundred yards. But though, glorying not io punn];I}r of plate armour
which encases the ribs of his Asiatic brother, the stopid and vicious beast is nevertheless enveloped in a suit of mail which
will successfully repel any ordinary bullet — oune of unadulterated lead, far from penetrating, most frequently, falling fattened
from his hide,

When the Dutch first established themselves at the Cape of Bon Esperance —now nearly two centuries ago, the
Zwart Rhinoster existed in considerable numbers on the present site of Cape Town, along the base of Table Mountain: but
within the Colony the species has long ceased to exist, the remmant having instinetively fled before the destructive camnonade
" to which it was subjected. Gregarions in fives and sixes, they are extremely n.hun:'lsmt. in the wilds of the interior, and I
have, during a single day, counted upwards of sixty. The Hottentots, ever gasconading of their skill in hunting them, had
long kept us on the gui wive, bot it was not until we had reached the sedgy Molopo, that the animals dusky form actually
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appeared to me.  Whilst the teams were being unyoked, 1 had gone m.at on horseback with the design of ministering o
the inordinate appetites of a party of savages whe had joined ns om the road; and was busied in the pursuit of a troop of
Harteheests, when two colossal fimores which my friends at onee pronouneed to be Borili, wers descried, motionless as sta-
tues, in the middle of the level and treeless expanse. I at - first endeavoured to approach, frog-fashion, upon all fours, under
cover of the grass, but a strong wind setting towards them, they went off at a heavy trot, snd as it was getting dark, [ Te-
mounted my horse, and galloping within seventy or gighty yards— the nearest 1 felt disposed to venture on zo short an
aoquaintance — treated the morve bulky to a brace of tifle balls. Carrying his snout close to the ground, he did but run the
faster, and by the time I had repeated the dose without any better effect, it had become zo dark that T was pompelled to
abstain “from farther hostilities.

The next apparition was even more shadowy. Accompanied by a band of natives who volunteered to show me a Giraffe,

1 had ridden so far in advance of the waggons—then plodding at a funereal pace through the heavy forest that envelopes the
foot of Kurrichane — that night m’nrtai:ixrg me, T began to feel apprehensive of having to bivouac in the bush. My compa-
wions  evidently contemplated a similar cuntingeney, and evinekd a vast longing to rejoin four of their number who had wisely
tarried behind with the carcase of a Sassaybe that [ had inconsiderately shot. Giving by signs to understand that 1 disapproved
of the measure, we pushed on briskly towards the halting ground that had previously been agreed upon, A confumacions
Bhinoeeros was stationed directly in our path, and although repeatediy hailed, most peremptorily refused to make way. There
was just twilight sufficient to admit of my discharging both barrels of my rifle into his unwicldly form from hehind n strong
brenst-work of thorn bushes. Sneezing violently and wheeging, he rvan off in the direction that we were taking, but presently
subsided heavily in the path. We approached him with eaution, and were well pleased to find that he was estinct—a volley
of mmsquetry at the same moment in reply to my rifle, together with a bright beacon fire which suddenly blazed forth towards
heaven, &irentling our benighted steps to the encampment. .
Arriving at the Mariqua several days after this oceurrence, we had formed the camp on a verdant spnt' on the river
hank near fo an extensive Matabili kraal —the captain of which, at the head of some ten of his clan, being clamorous for
vietuals, T willingly placed myself under his guidance, and dived into the heart of the extensive groves, where, although the
sum was shining brightly, a- dry eutting wind rendered the cold searcely endurable, even under the defence of a dugfel jacket,
After running a few hundred yards, the savages, halting, poiuted to & huge shapeless mass, which bore so strong a reso-
blanee to a sleeping Rhinoceros, that without asking any guestions, I poured through the trees at his indistinet outline, a broad-
side, which from treble the same distanee, would have more than satisfied any other smimal in the ereation. But natwithstanding
that the beast was mortally wounded, he twice contrived to cross the river, and 1 had no alternative—a cold one though it
proved —but to wade after him throogh water which reached to my wmiddle, following the bloody trail among the intricacies
of the grove, until from single drops the traces becnme splashes of frothy erimson. &l striving to force his fottering frame
through the tangled covert, the dying monster at length sank wpom his kmees, when another bullet hiehind the shoulder termi-

nated his giant struggles, as he was tearing up the earth with his ponderous horn.

& Alnsh Uke fire wighin his eves

Blazed &4 Be Lent ng omore 6 pineg
Amil than otermal darkness soak
Thrvigh &1 the palpitating trunk—
Modght of life B sy s slivering
Wherr lelg llivhe wipe alizllly qolyverles,

My eompauion the next morning achieved a *gentle passage of arms’ with the very duplicate of this gentleman ; but fis
antagonist conld not be prevailed upon to smrrender to saperior weapons, until it had nnnsirlemh!{v disfigured with the point of
its horn the stock of the rifle employed in its reduction.  Arounsed from a siesta in a thick bush by the smarting of a gun-
shot \‘l'ﬂ;'lllld, the exasperated beast pursued its human assailant so closely, that Richardson was fam, in self-defence, to discharge
the =econd barrel down its open throat! On our way to the Ooli river, a few days subzequently, baving left the wagzons to
proceed by the direct route, 1 took a circuitons line to the left, and was ascending a stony eminence, when sundry discharges
of mmsquetry accompanied by loud shouts and clamour, were followed by the sudden appearance of au infuriated female.
Streaming with gore, she rushed over the brow of the hill with snorts and: gronts, looming like o coloszal sow —and was
actnally within pistol shot ere a soul was aware of her advent. No bush presenting itzelf behind which to hide, I threw my
Linnting L;d]_'.ll to divert her attention, ‘Lingap meanwhile striking his shield, and shouting with stentorian lungs until the brute
turned off, when 1 ﬁalutéd her fat buttocks with the contentz of both my barrels, and she was immediately afterwards over-
turned by a running fire from the Hottentots. .

As we advanced, the species became daily more amd more abundant, and 1 shall hardly gain credence when I assert,
that in the valley of Limpopo specimens were so nomerous, that on arriving in the afternoon. at our new ground, it was uo
uncommon thing to perceive a dozen horned snputz protruded at once from hushes in the immediate vicinity, No sooner were
the teams unyoked, than the whele party in the regular routine of buginess, having assumed their weapons, proceeded to dis-
lodge the enemy, and right stoutly often was the field contestéd.  But where is the guadvoped that ean stand before the grooved
fifle’ Tt will tuke the conceit out of the most contumacious, and like a sedative, will calm his ruffled temper in a minute,

Every individual came in for a share of cold lead and quicksilyer; and the stobborn brote that wonld not quietly withdraw,
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satisfied with the mercurial dose he bad received, was ultimately badgered to death as o matter of course, Daily almost, two
or three were thus annibilated within view of the camp; and net only during our hunting excarsions was the path coustantly
disputed by some rebellious rascal, who refused to move on one side until the smarting of his wounds compelled him— bot
when on the point of drawing the trigger at some ohject that 1 coveted, a sconndrel has frequently leapt with a gront out of
a bush not many yards removed from my elbow. I bave elsewhere related, that on the oceasion of my first hiinbling a
Giraffe, my advanee towards the herd was opposed by a siaiteful old vixen, that twinkled her wicked eyes, and with her anti-
quated little calf, seemed so bent upon interference, that T had no alternative but to divest Diet van Roy to salote her with a
broadside ; a white tarban that daring the chase was toru by a projecting botgh from aroun my hunting cap, being afterwards

charged and trampled under foot by no fewer than three ungainly Dessts in concert; whom T could long perceive snoTtiug ard
! wheezing in an abortive attempt to overtike me.

During the time that we were encamped i the valley of the Limpopo, a huge male came sauntering down e evening
after we bad all retorned tired from hunting, snd proceeded coolly to take up his [m?'r,ic-u under a spreading tree, not three
hundred yards from our waggons. A general move was made towards the gums, which had been sling in their accustomed
places within the awning; and Andries, contriving to obtain his rosr the first, pompously anmounesd his intention of giving

i - the party o lesson gratis in the art of Rhinoceros shooting. *Jaw” said he confidently, “daar in die veld ik 2aal de schelmn
dand manken,"*  Impelled by this bold determination, he erept with suitable cantion against the wind, tuking especial eare
ever to keep the trunk of & tree interposed betwixt himself and the object f::r whose life he thirsted; aud deliberately
seating himself at last upon the g:lmmd within thirty paces of the unconscious target, he levelled a foll minute over a branch,
and drew the trigger. The clattering together of the heavy flint and steel was the only response, and the Rhinoceros, quite
i the dark as to the cpuse of a sound so unusual, pricked its sharp ears, elevated its snout, and, having sniffed about a
littlg, trotted guietly on to the next tree. The foiled preceptor nimbly advaneed tu-the position that it had vagated, and
another minute’s aim produced a flash in the pan.  Again the beast trotted om, and wheeling about, fronted the adversary,

- and commenced winking its -Iitl:le eyes in a most ominous manuer.  Still resolved to learn how a Bhinoeeros vught to be
slain, not & man interfered, and Andries, having leisurely cleared the ample touch-hole of hiz blunderbuss with an acavia
thorn, and then by the aid thereof inserted a suitable modienm of powder, obtained with some difficulty from his gigantic
ox-horn magazine — which complex operation occeupied other two mimutes and a half—levelled for the third time. On this

o oveasion the bullet did leave the tube, and away thundered the irritated animal — the sanguinary sportsman offering Jarge bets

that Death would overtake his vietim ere it had travelled an hundred vards! But from the top of an eminence we gazed at
the dosky fignre as it waned smaller and smaller to the perception, now trotting, now galloping over the plain below, until at
length it stood stock still, and began browsing upon the bushes; whereupon the preceptor, covered with infamy, having tossed
his eﬁpty gun over his brawny shoulder, cocked his ouly optic at his jeering messmates, and acquainted them that the failure
of hig experiment was solely to be attributed to the infamous guality of the Kruwid.+

Out friend on the other hand, received wpon o subsequent occasion rather an awlovard lesson in the process by which the

Bhinoceros conduets the war against the human specics. We were leading the hot trail of a herd of Elephants, and whilst

passing a little green knooll, an old lady was perceived sunning herself under the walls of EL. deserted stone kraal which crowned
the summit.  Andries had that moming drawn the dappled mare in the lottery, and being in an umusually crusty humour
thereat, was Tesolved o mar the sport to the ntmost of s poor ability, Dismeunting  withont “saying a syllable, and making
fast the bridle to a tree, he boldly advanced towards the quarry— which for onee in a way appeared to be most peaceahly
~disposed —and cocking his long gun with an air of singalar success, triumphantly fired a four-to-the-ponnd ball into the animal's
ribs.  Forth she came, hrauﬂish[ug her plonghshare in a towering passion — and whilst not an object appeared in the whole

Inndseape behind which to seek refuse, the mare, having broken her bridle, was trotting quietly away. A pair of ticht lesthern

mexpressibles, which from their fashionable ent had long formed his boast, so impeded hi= downward progress, that he was
overtsken in a trice, and the rent infficted in their nether portion by a throst of the animal’s

sharp horn, sufficiently proved
how™ nearly we had been bereft for Eﬁ;r of the valuable services of our now crestfallen hero.

One stormy morning, when hunting was altogether out of the guestion, our little party was on its way to ent out
the teeth” of sundry elephants that had Dbeen slain the preceding day. ’T‘]mlrmﬂ. lay under a ruined ecattle enclosure, whenee
a vicions Rhinoceros, the only tenant, perceiving the diffienlty with which we extricated our feet from the deep black mnd
— of which several pounds attached themselves at mrylﬁmp—msulved to take us at a disadvantage. With a grunt and
# whistle, out he sallied accordingly, fully bent upon mischief; and the dampness of the atmosphere eansing no less than
three out of our four guns to miss fire, the assassin was actually in the middle of ue, when a Ball from my second barpel
fortunately piercing his eye, he fell dead at our feet. FEre many days had elapsed, however, T took my revenge for this
act of unprovoked aggression wpon an unhappy member of the fraternity that 1 detected asleep in anofher of these stone
enclosures.  The walls, which were extremely extensive, had ounly one omtlet, before which having drawn a st thor

branch, and taken post outside, I aroused the slumberer by a shot under the left ear. Never shall T forget his amazement,

* Angl. * Aye, 1 shall emash the ropoe on that very spok!”

t Anpl. Gunpowder.
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Starting upon his legs, he ran with closed eyes full butt against the opposite wall, and finding the masonry harder than his
ngly head, made divers uncouth attempts to scramble over, pawing down the loose stones, and in his bursting rage, kick-
ing them backwards and forwards among the wild tobaceo plants. A Dbrisk fire from the gateway deterred him from
following up any decided attempt in that quarter, although as he raved round and round the enclosure, and flew from one
compartment to another, he eyed it perpetnally. Bullet after bullet whacked against his devoted ribs, and it being next to
impossible to take any aim, no less than twenty-seven had struck the miserable fellow before he finally gave in—his
riddled carcase, as well as the foam which had churned around his chops, having by that time assumed a dye of erimson.
Fearful indeed was the uproar that attended the division of his mutilated remaiuﬁ—_a large party of famished Baguaina
females, whose wardrobes were even more remarkably slender than usual, rushing forth like so many weird witches, and

leaving in the course of a few hours nothing to attest the slaunghter, saving a pool of blood!
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PLATE XIX.

RHINOCEROS SIMUS—THE SQUARE-NOSED, OR WHITE RHINOCEROS.

Witte Rhinoster of the Cape Colonists. Chickore and Mohoohoo of the Bechuana and Matabili.

Gevenic CoaricTER. —Six feet six or eight inches high at the shonlder, and above fourteen in extreme length.
General contonr somewhat elephanting. Body massive and ponderous. Head shapeless and more than three feet long. Muzzle
truncated, upwards of eighteen inches in breadth; furnished with two horns placed one behind the other upon  the vaulted
dome of the nose; the anterior robust and ringed at the base, tapering to a sharp point, and ecurved to the form of a cock's
spur, generally exceeding three feet in length; the upper portion highly polished, and the base often so beset with bristles as
to resemble a worn-ont brush.  Posterior horn a mere excreseence from four to six inches long, sometimes ringed at the base.
Hars pointed and approximated, their edzes fringed with bristles, A square ‘massive hump rising from the neck. Eve very
diminutive and lateral. Legs short and terminating in three toes. Tail about two fect long, compressed and bristled at the
extremity. Hide rough, naked, and knotty: extremely thick, areanged in folds and plaits about the neck, and deeply cut
with wrinkles over the face. Colonr varying, usnally dirty brownish white.

Female similar but smaller.  Mamme two. Very numerous in the interior after passing Kurrichane, and usually

gregarious in small parties. Inhabits variously, being found in equal abundance on open grassy plains, and in hilly or thinly

wooded regions.




CHAPTER XIX,

| THE WHITE RHINOCEROS.

Y * The desert pave him visfons wild,
Such sa might suit the spectre’s child.
When with back clilfs the torrents todl,
Iie watched the wheeling eddies bail,
THl From thelr fonm hiz dassled eves,
Behedd the Tiver demom rise;

| The: roumtsin mist Teok form and Hmb
OF mpontide heg ot godlin grim*

Avraoven, durng the mddle ages, when the western world was immersed in darkness, the remembrance of the
Rhinoeeros, in common with that of many other quadrupeds familiar to the ancients, had altogether passed away. the records
of antiguity establish beyond a doubt that one at least of the double horved African species of this animal must have been
well known to the Romans, and even awelled the pomp of friumphal processions and the tide of bloed that flowed in the
murderons arena.* Not many years have elapsed since thﬂ_ ultra-grotesque figure now introduced —long dead to science — was
enrolled by the indefatipable Burchell in the catalogue of extant Mammalic. Forming in many respects a ridicalous caricature
upon the ©half reasonming Elephant, and irauliiug second only to him in point of size among the gigantic Pachyderies,

“ Formd prestant, ot comibug ngens,”

|

|
it will hardly fail to be considered a seemly companion for the monsters of Pliny, and might even take its place among the
mast preposterous ereations of Heraldry, or the crodest offspring of a distempered fancy. But unnatural and absurd though

its .pmpmtiunss may appear to those unacquainted with the ungainly oviginal, we stake our credit as an artist upon the scru-

| pulous fidelity of the portrait. Mapny a warm and unstiffened corSe was measured with tape and two-foot rule, as Smip would
‘I ' overhaul the dimensions of a school-boy that needed a =it of holiday garments; whilst the likeness received its finishing
|I i‘t&uchm from a living subjects that, as if with the express design of standing for a ¢ full length,' politely presented its courtly
figure within fifty paces of the waggron.
| No gquadraped with which naturalists are acquainted would appear to correspond more nearly than the White Rhinoceros
with the stubborn Reem or Unicorn of Hoely Writ.  Attaining the height of nearly seven feet at the shoulder, and carrying a
eranium not very dissimilar to a vine gallon eask§ he flourishes upon the extremity of hiz equare and truncated snout, a
| formidable weapon some three and a half feet lomg, fashioned after the approved modél of a cobler’s awl, and-c.apahlel when
wielded by a warrior so unguestionable in pith and renown, of being made to foree its way through any opposition —its
companion, although certainly a horn, being nevertheless such a mere excrescence, that at the distance even of a few yards
it is barely perceptible. Superadding to the almost impenetrable folds of shagreen wherein nature hath encased his ribs, a
zoodly outer coat acquired by constant wallowings in swamps and stagnant pools, the gentleman is but rarvely to be viewed
unier his troe complexion, which if not quite so blond as the prefix to his cognomen might indiecate, is vet much fairer than
that of his swarthy congener, and often approaches to eream colour, Notwithstanding that this is one of the bulkiest land
anmimals in the creation, the cavity which should contain the brain is not nearly so capacious as in the human species; but in
removing the horn with an axe, the brain or something very like it, was found seated in a receptacle beneath—a phenomenon
in idiosynerasy which, may possibly aceount as well for the want of intelligence and piggish obstinacy, a3 for the extraordinary
acuteness of the olfactory endowments.

By what means I knew not, the subject of the present chapter has contrived to secure unto himself the reputation of
being less bellicose than him whose portrait has already gppeared. Never extremely wild, it was yet prodently careful of its
person, and entertaining a very becoming respect for firg-arms, was usnally ready enough to retive before the hombarding and
platoon firing to which it was exposed; bnt being subject to the same paroxysms of reckless and unprovoked fury, we often

found it fully as troublesome as its sable relative. Dull, slow, and wallowing in its ordinary state; daring, swift, and perse-

® oo Namepue gravem gepumo carse sie extulib uraum,
Jactat ut impositas taurue In astra piles."—Magrian.

t Half a dozen persons can with difficulty raise the cntire head of o white Rhinoceros upon o waggon, where it forms almost o Ioad in itself.  The horns,
sdhering b the skin only which covers the vanlted nose, beegme detached in the eourse of o few weeks, by the joltimg of the vehicle
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vering when excited, it was wont to rosh forth with loud snorte and whistles as thotngh it had been the svle object of
hostilities, whereas in reality no sonl had done more than ken of its presence. Neither, like the hlack Rhinoceros, did it
hesitate upon peeasion to defend a pass with determined obstinacy, or to pursne our horses with ladierous and fruitless industry,
evincing a spitfice disposition almost peculiar to the class of which it is no woworthy member. Ol Chaucer in his = Nomie's
Preeste’s Tale™ has teuly enongh observed,

* For mibucely o beest deiveth flee

et fife comtrsrle T he may (8 sesd
and it is certain that even the most ferocious and blood-thirsty of the °prone and mute erestion’ when disturbed in the native
honnts, uwnless sore pressed by hunger, are much more frequently disposed to make way for man than to oppose him.  The
savare natives of Afidra whe regard neither species with mmeh dread, wage a soeeessfol war against them with  the assagni ;
.ﬂ‘]'u_l pitfalls containing pointed stakes, eonstrueted parposely for the accommodation of the unwieldy hessts were of very frequent
oceurrence.  Strewed with huge skulls and bones, they differed from those excavated for thée smaller quadrupeds in being dug
singly, instead of in groups —of increased dimensions—at the extremity of & narrew path cleared through the bushes and
stoutly fenced on either side with thorns; a sharp tumn leading so directly upon the hidden sepulchre, that the clomsy monster,
il driven furiously down the avenne, can have little” chanee of evading it—

"Hul.- by the wily African Letmy'd,

Hewdlves of fute within ite gaping jaws,
Expitos [elrgment.”

, In no region of the globe does there exist so vast & variety of herbivorous quadrupeds. and of such gigantic dimen-
sions as in the southern repions of Afriea —the poor aud scanty vegetation afforded by her wide plains, rendering it mat fer
of some astomishment how such a goodly hl:lﬂt1l}ﬂ.n‘ find sohsistence. | Notwithstanding  that the growth of herbage is fhers
surprisingly rapid, snd that animals of the greatest bulk undoubtedly wander over a laree extent of country in guest of their
daily food, one cannot help surmising that a foraging party comprising a dozen monsters such as this, * eating grass like an
ox, would in less than a week devour every blede of which the countinent south of (he Tropie can boast ! Gresarions  in
small groups, s0 many as six or seven might frequently be seen berding together; and in the vicinage of the Cazhan Qmuuntains
especially, where on onr first arrival the country absolutely presented the appearance of a Zoological Garden, or g Travelling
Menagerie turned loose, an abstract of the host that daily exhibited themselves would almost exeeed belief. Eighty were on one
occasion seen during the day's mareh, and on wmy way from onr encampment in the 1-'9.11:2:3- of the Limpopo to 4 hill only half
A mile distant, no fewer than twemty-two were counted, of which we were compelled in self defence o slaughter four.*

It was shortly after we had erossed the Marigua, that the first white Rlinoceros seen by our party was numbered with
the dead. .ﬁumermls savages had followed in our train with the design of obtaining a supply of dried fesh, and being already
tolerably well laden with prime joints from the Quagga and Sassayhe, amongst a large mixed hord of which animals reat
havoe had just heew committed, it i3 gearcely possible to comprehend  the ungualified delight with whick they discovered this
new mountain of carrion standing  stupidly under the shade of a spreading acacia—its dull heayy eye rivetted opon the earth
as in g brown study. Pointing eagerly towards it, their suppressed exclamations of Chirkore ! Chickore I were nesompanied hy
ali epicurean smacking of the lips, and by many telegraphic anticipations ‘of the farther work which awaited their already
swollen abdomens.  Before commeneing the attack, I liad approsched unperceived to within thirty vards of the cnemy, and
briripgr .sw.um]y ensconeed behind an extremely thick bush averhanging the brink of a precipitons wiving that  formed a culf
hetwist ns, leisurely planted a two ounce bullet hehind his armpit.  But this assault bad no other immediate effect than to
bring my antagonist square to the front, in which position he stood eyeing my place of concealment, aud praciizing varions
absorid contortiong of the featnres, until, baving reluzidr:d, T bestowed two ounces more,  Buorting, -proaning, and bleeding, Em'air
he then seoured —his nosé close to the ground, dnd the whole meat-ladlen mob at his heels; but it was not until he had made
four clumsy charges, and received as’many more shots behind the shoulder, besides: four times that number of assagais in ks

erupper and hannches, that he thought proper to deliver ap the ghost,  Tu the chase, as in war, 15 it that the enercies of the

savage are displayed to the greatest advantage — the metamorphosis from lis  usual apathy and listless indifference 'hriug never

more complete or more sudden. At one moment might their shadowy forms be perceived stealing amid the bushes with noise.

logs tread; and at the next, uttering a yell of savape exultation, and bounding forward with the elasticity of 4 tiger, they

had sheathed their slender weapons in the tough hide of the tortured guarry, and were dexterously retresting befure its ropk.

less 11]151,1'5,'1_-';
At the close of a long aud sultry march, we halted late one aftermoon upon the dteep hank of the Simalakate, near to

where the grey arms of a elump of MOSS-Erown mimosas, entwining, admitted through their loose tressos the last long-dancing

gleams of departing sunshine.  Beneath, the pensive willows laving their silvery garlands in the blge stream, over a hed of

tall flowering reeds that sighed and vustled at their feet, forming the most inviting of canopies ; and onr. two surviving doss

¥ Many monthe after these clotehs wips penned, Alr. Darwin's tecently published  solume, formise ani of sthe Nateatiie of a Voysee of H. M Bhi

Locigle, wmived in ludlis.  From it I perceive thar Dr. Hanith, whilst travelling in Intitwde: 24 degrees (two degrecs g0ith of the mountnne 1y guestion}, saw durins

e day's march with the hullock waggons, snd withous wandesing to Auy great distunce: oo either side of their trick, botwesr one hnndred and one hnndesd aingd

ity Rlinnceroses, and not fower than noe hundeed Gindes,  His ety bod, on the previous day, killed eicht hippagotami i e siogls poal, and ssen many others ;
sme time, walling on the pliin around the encrmprment of the Brpedition.

AN i @ sulzequent cocessibn seven lions wers coutited ot 1h
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half blind with thirst, running heedlessly down to the water's edge, one of them was unexpectedly arrested by the gaping
jaws of a basking alligator. The other instantly retwrned with his tail betwixt ]u‘- legs in dreadful consternation, Then a splash
was heard, and bubbles of blood vising a moment afterwards to the rippling swface of the stream, too truly told what had
been the fate of lus less fortunate companion, The sun was mow setting, and whilst we were bewailing in no very amiable
humotr the loss® of onr valned fonr footed ally, an unwieldy white Rhinoceros,
- “Shrathed in his iron panoply,”

came sauntering towards the waggons, evidently bent wpon no friendly designs. It being considered necessary that prompt
counter measures shonld be adopted, and neither bush nor hollow favouring my advanee, I erawled towards the conspirator
under eover of the long grass, and hrr’wing within forty yards, discharged a brace of  balls into his brawny shoulder® He
started, songht wildly around for some ohject on whi!:h to wreak his vepgeance, and—his mouth streammg with blood —
actially charged to within a few arms length of my concealment;

Y ayaled] glaced, decp Dieatl aith odlow toang
Hemveid his long Banks and’ burst with freqoent groan'”

but by cronching low, I was szo fortonate as to elnde his observation and his fory; and after he had trotted some hundred
vards beyond my ambuscade, I had the satisfaction of seeing him drop suddenly down dead of hiz wounds.

During the time that we halted on the Tolaan, onr little camp was one dark night thrown into mnaiﬂemhle; confusion
by the visit of an inguisitive fellow that actually stood some time betwixt the wagzons ere their sleeping inmates were aroused

by the hellowing and tummlt among the cattle. Own this cecasion, the obscurity befriending him, he had it all his own way,

" and got clear of the scrape without the smallest persomal injury; but the following evening, as the sun was sinking below the

horizon, rendered bolder by escape, he again imprudently appeared on the opposite bank of the river, within pistol shot of
onr position, and five bullets being immediately lodged under his shorvt Ti].l'.IEI, he retreated in the greatest disorder, and was
picked up at mo great distance the following morning. -

Being one day on the hot trail of a wounded bull Elephant, whese warm life-blaod was welling from fifty gaping wounds,
we were tracking through a heavy forest, in momentary expectation of -closmg with the game, when an ill-tempered brute
dashed wi;h an astounding grunt ont of a bush into the middle of our party, divers of whom were overthrown in their efforts
to afford him a wide berth, although fartanately not one was iujured. On aunother cccasion, the line of march along the hase
of the Cashan mountaing, leading thr::'-‘ugh a field of tall reed grass, that waved high above the horns of the pxen, a vicious
ragcal, starting from his slumbers therein, at onge made furiously at the leading team, crushing the dry flags before him, and
terrifying the cattle by his loud snorting and hostile demonstrations. A well-directed ‘Ii-'ﬂ“ET cooling his courage, he retived to
a suitable bush, and was there finally gathered unto his fathers. Not half an honr afterwards, whilst sitting at breakfast on
the rviver brink, an old lady, accompaumied by her calf, three guarters’ grown, was perceived to be in undisputed . possession
of a deserted stone kraal, some two bundred yards distance from ouwr bivousc: and these, as well as another that opposed
our progress towards that night's halting groond, were duly added to the list of casualties, With this last, onr friend Claas,
—at best hut a bungling sp.t}rtsm:[m—ha{l a. very unpleasant repcounfre, and withal, a most hair-breadth escape —his little
bandy legs encased in a pair of uoyielding leathern trowsers, only barely eontriving to earry hiz diminutive person ont of
reach of divers most vigorous thrusts and lunges, -

A hnge monster having one morning come down to drink at a pool bard by our encampment, 1 advaneed behind the
sereen of @ free at the edge of the bank, and whilst his snout was still immersed in the water, wounded him severely from
a distance not exceeding fifty yards, Feeling confident that the ball had pierced the tucks of his elbow, a.u:;l that his minutes
were consequently numhe.rﬁd, I followed the retreating shamrock-shaped spoor, in the full eéxpectation of finding him dead. —
Certain dark objects attracting observation in a thick bush, Piet and myself peeped in, and beheld ne fewer than three
snoring giants huddled together like so many pigs in a stye, we could not resist the tempt.atj::m (who could indeed?) of treating

~ them to a salvo, which produced one of the most alarming rushes that I have ever witnessed. Galloping heavily to a little

distance, the insulted trio wheeled about with an air of consummate defiance, and perceiving their despicable assalants standing
near the bush, charged impetuously back in eoncert, compelling ns to seek refoge in the den whence they had themselves so
recently been expelled, and which in their turn they now closely invested. Piet nimbly ascended a tree which arose through
the middle of it, and I, making wmyself as small as T could, stowed away into the sunggest corner of the lair, the besiegers
standing round about, grunting and charging with a vigonr that I shall not easily forget, in their repeated efforts to earry our
stronz-hold at the point of the bayonet. Our artillery being however at length reloaded, we proceeded to batter t'he,- most

forward and audacious, when his uncouth capers had the desired effect of drawing off his associates—aone of them nevertheless

# Ihis little adyeotore reminds me of an aseodote reconnted at Litakoo by ouwr friend Mr. Meffat, which i not mere strongly.charncteristic of the sport
than of himeelf. *For theee several daye,” eaid that worthy missiomary, * had 1 ben wainly endesvoormg, in o eountry almest l:]l::atituti:.!“d' gaang, to obtain food for
my starving follswers, when a mountain of a Thinoceros was at last discovered, Wy sudnlog We hoge back in the very middle of a wide plain, on which stocd
neither tree, nor bush, nor in fact any object saving limself, Obtain possession of his carcasc we |J:|.11.E|:,m gr i outright of lw.ngm'.j s, Utreeping onward upon
my hands and lknecce, | contrived to steol n,. murch upom the enemy from the rear, and to arrive within cerfain mim, when, levelling my two ounee Elephant
rfle, and drewing the breute's atbention by o lew swhistle, [ fired the instant his broud shoolder wis presented faidy towseds me,  Hod not this shot fortanately
killed my volossal pdversary ou the spet, s it did, he would onguestionably have slain me; bul, op the other hand, we must all have starved had I left him lord
of, thut paked plain; eo there was no otler course to b pursusd !
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twice veturning, and with lance in rest, tilting furiously at the bush, as if with the determination, at all risks, of forcing his
way in, Heartily rejoiced indeed was T at length to find that they were satisfied, and that we were suffered to effect our
escape n a sound skin—a piece of good fortune which at one period of the siege, T coufess I saw little grounds to anti-
cipate.

A meddling officions marplot, perpetually in the way, and always prepared for mischief, wheresoever the Rhinoceros was
not required, there was he sure fo be.  But the pair that succeeded in giving me the greatest annovance during all my wars
with the wild beasts, were posted in a defile in the Cashan mountains, by which it was requisite that 1 should descend, in
order to arrive within rifle range of a herd of Roan Autelopes, then a great novelty, that were grazing in a dell beneath.
With this anecdote T must close my account of the obnoxious tribe. Owing to the impossibility of discharging a gun without
disturbing the gemshok, it is with no little diffieulty that T escaped from the tormenting attentions of the ugly couple, who ran
grunting round our party. returning continually, and trotting daintily up in the most bullying manner to within forty or fifty
paces, although pelted and abused whenever they displayed their sauney snouts. Tor so un[-mmkeﬂ an outrage on the part of
himself aud partner, we had however the satisfaction of calling the bellizerent gentleman to a serions aecount the followimgs
morning, when, having afforded us a gratuitous interview in a deep wooded glen, to which he had Leen driven by a confla-
gration that had laid bare the greater portion of the mountain side, he thought proper to repeat his attentions, and to his
surprise and consternation was received with a general broadside! The simultaneous whizzing of seven tin bullets was followed
instantly. by ecries and squeaks of distress. His side perforated like a cullender, the crest-fallen brave straizhtway sounded his
refreaf, making the loose pebbles spin behind him as his heavy feet clattered less and less audibly over the stony ground.
But, alag! the convietion of ioferiority had arrived too late, An ominous black vultare swept in all her grand expanse of
pinion from the cloudless sky, and wheeling thriee in a diminishing circlet, perched like the genius of desolation upon the
bare branch of an aged tree, that extended its scorchied and blackened arms over the outlet of the glen. That sign was not o
be mistaken. Arriving in the pass, we found the huge bird gloating over the mortal remains of our humbled foe, who, as
we had anticipated, was seated stone dead wpon his kuees and hams, according to the singular fashion in which, when mortally
wounded, the Rhinoceros almost invariably makes his exit.  Arrested by the clammy hand of Death, the nnwieldy monster
doubles his stumpy legs under his voluminons carcase, something in the position assumed by an elephant that is about to receive

the howdah, and subsiding suddenly in full eareer

“His glaesd eve droops, each faccl ank extonds,
And prone to carth, his ponderons meck dessols™
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