Adecadeof T o

As achild, I watched on television as presenter Nick Baker ran the
Marathon des Sablesin a rhino costume.  had no idea then that
I'would one day do a marathon in one of those famous
costumes — and certainly not more than once.

Vicky Rees | Rhino Runner

This year marks my tenth consecutive London Marathon
in a rhino costume (minus the 2020 Virtual Marathon -
more on that later).

‘Rhino marathons’ have been my annual highlight since
2012 when, aged 18, | completed my first race. A keen
runner, my ballot entry had been unsuccessful, but in
the commiseration magazine, | spotted a costume just
like Nick Baker’s... | love both animals and a challenge,
so | applied. To my delight, and perhaps my parents’
horror, | was accepted.

After numerous cake sales, street collections and pub
quizzes, a few occasions when | took a cheeky afternoon
off school to run, and a costume alteration to shorten
my rhino, Marathon day arrived. | remember dancing

at every bandstand and pausing for a photo with a little
girl’s class teddy. Of course, | also remember chafing and
sweating profusely.

| finally crossed the finish line, exhausted but elated, with
atime of 7:35:31. Instantly, | wanted to do it again. Then,
and every time since, crossing the line has somehow
erased the gruelling preceding hours.






