
Guam rails are flightless raild endemic of Guam (USA), where 
they were widely distributed in forest, scrub and agricultural areas 
until 1968. At this time, they entered a decade of decline along 
with most other indigenous species. This decline was due to the 
spread throughout the island of the accidentally introduced 
brown tree snake (Boiga irregularis ). By 1981 the population was 
put at approximately 2,000 and the population on Guam contin
ued to decline. By 1985, only 21 birds remained in the wild. 
These were captured to form the nucleus of the propagation pro
gram. Long-term survival of this rail is dependent on captive 
breeding and on the relocation of a second population onto Rota. 

The Zoo has succeeded in producing a Guam rail chick using a 
foster pair of rails to hatch the egg as well as rear the chick. This 
is the first time such a rearing technique has proven successful for 
these rails. An additional three chicks, from a pair with a male 
reportedly past his reproductive age, have also hatched. 

Chris Edelen, an aviculturalist at the Zoo's Wings of the World 
exhibit has been working with captive Guam rails in the 
Aviculture Department's, propagation areas. In 1999, Edelen was 
enlisted by Guam DW AR to assist the biologists on Rota in the 
relocation of fifty rails onto Rota. In addition, he was trained in 
the use of radio telemetry equipment so that he could assist in 

tracking the rails, monitoring their health and searching for any 
nests and eggs that may have been produced by the birds. 

Three months after the relocation of the rails, nests and eggs 
were observed on Rota. Latest reports document eight chicks 
hatched. This marks the first time in 15 years that Guam rails 
have hatched in the wild. 

In February, 42 additional birds were transferred to Rota; 24 
were fitted with radio transmitters. The Zoo and Edelen assisted 
in this relocation as well. While in Guam, Edelen compiled data 
collected from the released birds and assisted in the release of 
additional rails in a protected area of Guam. Monitoring and 
tracking of these birds will continue in order to document their 
locations and the health of the population. 

Black Rhino Born at Riverbanks 

On 1 February an 85-pound black rhino was delivered at 
Riverbanks Zoo & Garden. 

The infant female rhino is the second offspring of the pair of 
black rhinoceroses at Riverbanks. The first, a male, was born in 
1996 and now lives at the Jacksonville Zoo in Florida. 
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