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BOOK VII .
OF THE MONKEY KIND, THE ELEPHANT, RHINOCEROS,ETC.

CHAP . I.

name .

ANIMALS OF THE MONKEY KIND .

QUADRUPEDS may be considered as a numerous group,
terminated on every side by some that but in part deserve the

On one quarter we see a tribe covered with quills, or
furnished with wings, that lift them among the inhabitants of
the a

ir
; o
n

another , w
e

behold a diversity clothed with scales
and shells , to rank with insects ; and still , on a third , we see
them descending into the waters , to live among the mute
tenants o

f

that element . We now come to a numerous tribe
that , leaving the brute creation , seem to make approaches even

to humanity ; that bear an awkward resemblance o
f

the human
form , and discover some faint efforts at intellectual sagacity .

Animals o
f

the monkey class are furnished with hands in
stead o

f paws ; their ears , eyes , eye - lids , lips , and breasts , are
like those ofmankind ; their internal conformation also bears
soine distant likeness ; and the whole offers a picture that
may well mortify the pride o

f

such a
s

make their persons alone

the principal object o
f

their admiration . These approaches ,
however , are gradual ; and some bear the marks of this our
boasted form more strongly than others .

In the Ape * kind w
e

see the whole external machine strongly
impressed with the human likeness , and capable of the same
exertions : these walk upright , want a tail , have fleshy poste
riors , have calves to their legs , and feet nearly like ours .

* Caubasson relates a laughable story o
f

a
n ape , which became so

attached to him , as to be desirous o
f accompanying him wherever h
e

went . Once the animal secretly followed the father to church , where
silently mounting o

n

the top o
f

the sounding board above the pulpit , he

lay perfectly still till the sermon began . He then crept to the edge ,

and overlooking the preacher , imitated a
ll

his gestures in so grotesque

a manner ,that the whole congregation were unavoidably excited to laugh .

The father , surprised at this ill -timed levity , reproved his audience . The
reproof failed in its effect , for the congregation still laughed , and the
preacher in the warmth o

f

his zeal redoubled his actions and his vocifera

tions . These the ape so exactly imitated , that a
ll respect for their pastor

was swallowed u
p

in the scene before them , and they burst ut into a

loud and continued roar o
f laughter . A friend o
f

the preacher a
t length

pointing out to him the cause o
f

this improper conduct , it was with the
utmost difficulty h

e

could command a serious countenance , while h
e

ordered the servants o
f

the church to take the ape away .
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disproportionable thickness to that of the elephant ; and has
also some other anatomical variations . These fossil bones
have been also found in Peru and the Brazils ; and , when
cut and polished by the workers in ivory,appear, in every
respect , similar. It is the opinion of Dr. Hunter , that they
must have belonged to a larger animal than the elephant ;
and differing from it in being carnivorous . But as yet this
formidable creature has evaded our search ; and , if indeed ,
such an animal exists , it is happy for man that it keeps at à
distance ; since what ravage might not be expected from a
creature endued with more than the strength of the elephant ,
and a

ll

the rapacity o
f
a tiger !

CHAP . III .

OF THE RHINOCEROS .

Next to the Elephant , the Rhinoceros is the most power

fu
l

o
f

animals . It is usually found twelve feet long , from
the t

ip

o
f

the nose to the insertion o
f

the tail ; from six to
seven feet high ; and the circumference o

f

it
s body is nearly

equal to it
s length . It is , therefore , equal to the elephant

in bulk : and if it appears much smaller to the e
y
e
, th
e

rea
son is , that it

s legs are much shorter . Words can convey
but a very confused idea o

f

this animal's shape ; and yet
there are few so remarkably formed : it

s

head is furnished
with a horn , growing from the snout , sometimes three feet

and a half long ; and but for this , that part would have the
appearance o

f

the head o
f
a hog ; the upper li
p
, however , is

much longer in proportion , ends in a point , is very pliable ,

serves to collect its food , and deliver it into the mouth : the

ears are large , erect , and pointed ; the eyes are small and
piercing ; the skin is naked , rough , knotty , and lying upon
the body in folds , after a very peculiar fashion : there are
two folds very remarkable ; one above the shoulders , and

another over the rump : the skin , which is o
f
a dirty brown

colour , is so thick as to turn the edge o
f
a scimitar , and to

resist a musket -ball ; the belly hangs lo
w ; the legs are short ,

strong , and thick , and the hoofs divided into three parts ,

each pointing forward .
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Such is the general outline of an animal that appears
chiefly formidable from the horn growing from it

s

snout ;

and formed rather for war than with a propensity to engage .

This horn is sometimes found from three to three feet and a

half long , growing from the solid bone , and so disposed a
s

to be managed to the greatest advantage . It is composed

o
f

the most solid substance ; and pointed so a
s

to inflict the
most fatal wounds . The elephant , the boar , or the buffalo ,

are obliged to strike transversely with their weapons ; but
the rhinoceros employs a

ll

h
is

force with every blow ; so that
the tiger will more willingly attack any other animal o

f

the

forest , than one whose strength is so justly employed . In

deed , there is no force which this terrible animal has to

apprehend : defended , on every side , b
y
a thick thorny hide ,

which the claws of the lion o
r

the tiger are unable to pierce ,

and armed before with a weapon that even the elephant does
not choose to oppose . The missionaries assure u

s , that
the elephant is often found dead in the forests , pierced with
the horn o

f
a rhinoceros ; and though it looks like wisdom

to doubt whatever they tell us , yet I cannot help giving cre

d
it

to what they relate o
n

this occasion , particularly when
confirmed b

y

Pliny . The combat between these two , the
most formidable animals o

f

the forest , must be very dread

fu
l
. Emanuel , king o
f Portugal , willing to tr
y

their strength ,

actually opposed them to each other ; and the elephant was
defeated .

But though the rhinoceros is thus formidable b
y

nature ,

y
e
t

imagination has not failed to exert itself , in adding to

it
s

terrors . The scent is said to be most exquisite ; and it is

affirmed that it consorts with the tiger . It is reported also ,

that when it has overturned a man , or any other animal , it

continues to lick the flesh quite from the bone with it
s

tongue , which is said to b
e extremely rough . All this ,

however , is fabulous : the scent , if w
e

may judge from

th
e

expansion o
f

the olfactory nerves , is not greater than
that o

f
a hog , which w
e

know to be indifferent ; it keeps
company with the tiger , only because they both frequent
watery places in the burning climates where they are bred ;

and a
s to it
s rough tongue , that is so fa
r

from the truth ,

that n
o animal o
f

near it
s

size has so soft a one , “ I have
often felt it myself , " says Ladvocat , in hi

s

description o
f

this
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animal ; " it is smooth , soft, and small, like that of a dog ;
and to the feel it appears as if one passed the hand over vel
vet ; I have often seen it lick a young man's face who kept
it , and both seemed pleased with the action .”
The rhinoceros which was shown at London in 1739 , and
described by Dr. Parsons, had been sent from Bengal.
Though it was very young , not being above two years old ,
yet the charge of his carriage and food from India cost near
a thousand pounds. It was fed with rice, sugar , and hay :
it was daily supplied with seven pounds of rice, mixed with
three of sugar , divided into three portions ; it was given
great quantities of hay and grass, which it chiefly preferred ;

it
s

drink was water , which it took in great quantities . It

was o
f
a gentle disposition , and permitted itself to be touched

and handled b
y

a
ll

visitors , never attempting mischief , except
when abused , o

r

when hungry ; in such a case there was no

method o
f

appeasing it
s fury but b
y giving it something to

eat . When angry , it would jump up against the walls of its

room with great violence , and made many efforts to escape ,

but seldom attempted to attack it
s keeper , and was always

submissive to his threats . It had a peculiar cr
y
, somewhat

a mixture between the grunting o
f
a hog and the bellowing

of a calf .

The age o
f

these animals is not well known ; it is said b
y

some , that they bring forth a
t

three years old ; and if w
e

may reason fromanalogy , it is probable they seldom live ti
ll

above twenty . That which was shown in London was
said b

y
it
s keeper to b
e eighteen years old , and even a
t

that
age he pretended to consider it as a young one ; however ,

it died shortly after , and that probably in the course o
f

nature .

The rhinoceros is a native o
f

the deserts o
f

Asia and
Africa , and is usually found in those extensive forests that

are frequented b
y

the elephant and the lion . A
s
it subsists

entirely upon vegetable food it is peaceful and harmless
among it

s

fellows o
f

the brute creation ; but , though it

never provokes to combat , it equally disdains to f
ly . It is

every way fitted for war , but rests content in the conscious

ness o
f

it
s security . It is particularly fond of the prickly

branches o
f

trees , and is seen to feed upon such thorny

shrubs a
s would b
e dangerous to other animals , either to



THE RHINOCEROS . 411

gather or to swallow . The prickly points of these, however ,
may only serve to give a poignant relish to this animal's
palate, and may answer the same grateful ends in seasoning

it
sbanquet that spices do in heightening ours .

In some parts o
f

the kingdom o
f

Asia , where the natives
are more desirous o

f appearing warlike than shewing them .

selves brave , these animals are tamed , and led into the field

to strike terror into the enemy ; but they are always a
n

u
n

manageable and restive animal , and probably more dan
gerous to th

e

employers than those whom they a
re brought

to oppose .

The method of taking them is chiefly watching them , til
l

they are found either in some moist or marshy place , where ,

like hogs , they are fond o
f sleeping and wallowing . They

then destroy the old one with fire -arms ; fo
r

n
o weapons that

are thrown b
y

the force o
f

man are capable o
f entering this

animal's hide . If , when the old one is destroyed , there hap
pens to b

e
a cub , they seize and tame it : these animals are

sometimes taken in pit - falls , covered with green branches ,

laid in those paths which the rhinoceros makes in going
from the forest to the river side .

There are some varieties in this animal , as in most others ;

some o
f

them are found in Africa with a double horn , one
growing above th

e

other . This weapon , if considered in

itself , is one of the strongest and most dangerous that nature
furnishes to any part o

f

the animal creation . The horn is

entirely solid , formed o
f

the hardest bony substance , grow
ing from the upper maxillary bone , b

y

so strong an apo
physe , as seemingly to make but one part with it . Many
are the medicinal virtues that are ascribed to this horn , when

taken in powder ; but these qualities have been attributed to

it without any real foundation , and make only a small part

o
f

the many fables which this extraordinary animal has given
rise to .
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