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INDIAN RHINOCEROS —RAMudceros wivicornis

In every species of Rhinoceros the sight appears fo be rather imperfect, the apimal
being unable to see objects which are exactly in its front. The scent and hearing,
however, are very acute, and seem to warn the animal of the approach of danger.

The Asiatic species of Rhinoceros are remarkable for the heavy folds into which the skin
is gathered, and which hang massively over the shoulders, throat, flanks, and hind quarters.
Upon the abdomen the skin is comparatively soft, and can be pierced by a spear which
would be harmlessly repelled from the thick folds of hide upon the upper portions of the
body. In the INDIAN RuiNocERros this weight of hide is ﬂnﬂy conspicuous, the skin
forming great flaps that can be easily lifted up by the hand. In a tamed state the
Rhinoceros is pleased to be caressed on the softer skin under the thick hide, and in the
wild state it suffers sadly from the parasitic insects that creep beneath the flaps, and lead
the poor animal a miserable life, until they are stifled in the muddy compost with which
the Rhinoceros loves to envelop its body. The horn of the Indian species is large in
width, but inconsiderable in height, being often scarcely higher than its diameter. Yet
with this short, heavy weapon, the animal can do terrible execution, and is said, upon the
authority of Captain Williamson, to repel the attack of an adult male Elephant.

The height of this animal when full-grown is rather more than five feet, but the

ave height seems scarcely to exceed four feet. In colour it is a deep brown-black,
tinged with a purple hue, which is :ﬂu:tm?e:rmpﬂble when the animal has recently left
i h. The colour of the young animal is much paler than that of the mother, and

ts
partakes of a pinky hue.
The JAVANESE RHINOCEROS is mot so large as its Indian relation, the skin-folds are

much less conspicuous, and are arranged in a different manner, The hide, too, is mvmd
with certain angular markings, ini:erapm'aet.i3 with short hairs, and its limbs are proportion-
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RIINASTER, OR BORELE.—NAindeeros bicornds,

considered very unsafe to fire at the animal unless the hunter is mounted on a good horse
or provided with an accessible place of refuge. An old experienced hunter said that he
would rather face fifty lions t.han one wounded Borele ; but Mr. Oswell, the well-known
African sportsman, always preferred to shoot the Rhmom on foot. The best place to
aim is just behind the shoulder, as if the lungs are wounded the animal very soon dies.
There 1 13 but little blood externally, as the thick loose skin covers the bullet-hole, and
preven]t:; any outward effusion. When mortally wounded the Rhinoceros mmlly drops
on its knees.

It is at all times a rather savage beast, and is apt to quarrel with its own kind.
Mr. Andersson mentions a curious ba.tt.le of which he was an eye-witness, where four of
these animals engaged furiously with each other. Two of them he contrived to shoot,
and found that one was absolutely unfit for food, being covered with festering wounds
which had been received in former encounters. The flesh of this animal is to]mblr
good, but that of the black species is rather tough, and possesses a bitter and t
flavour, in consequence of the food on which tha amimal lives. The white feeds
almost exclusively on grass, and its flesh is remarkably good and tender. Borale is
a nocturnal animal, rousing himself from sleep at dnrk, and proceeding straightway to
the nearest pool. Having refreshed hlmself, he takes ourneys in search of
and returns to his temporary home soon after sunrise. nlaspmg. he lies so still,
that he may easily be mistaken for a fragment of dark rock.

As the eyes are set deeply in the head of the Rhinoceros, it is unable
directly in its front if they are at any distance; its being
Buttheheaﬁngmdmtnfthacreatmmmmoudy andwwaryh
animal, that even when feeding it will constantly halt, raise its ml,mnﬂ’m
will not return to its occupation until its fears have been allayed.
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The KErTLoA can readily be recognised by the hm ‘L" are o
and nearly equal to each uthermmurmh This is always
animal, q:ﬂdm even n;om to heThdmdad mof“;ﬁ '"-'ﬁ n Acco
mm‘ lmgth 0 hﬂm e upper 10RO f-.:.--'L:-
than that of the borele; the neck is h& ;_" ,,*:f_,,;, 1eal
covered with wrlthanklm. ;:l tt:tll:lerth ﬂ:; mhm t# nimal ar
prominence on the nose, i m L_# s r rl
in length. At six years of age it i:gnim or ten
measuremeny until the lapse of considerable time. -

~ The Keitloa is a terribly dangerous ommnmt,td |
that it ecan hardly be a.?mded. One of these ¢
Mr. Andersson, charged suddenly upon him, kmm
stroke with her horns, and went fmr over him, leavi
her hind legs. Bcarcalyha.d shapmad than she turned
SR c mm

e sho m her fore-feet, e t

hunonthenpot,hutshathanlaﬁhmt,md V’
to plunge about and snort, permitting her to n *' 1 esca
the day the same beast attacked a half-caste buywha 1S i t:, ten
and would probably have killed him had she not m _' cepl
came to the rescue with his gun, Afterreue:lﬁu illets,
the ground, and Mr. Andersson walked up to mm ‘hﬂh,. zle
and was just about to pull the trigger, whennhe rair m‘?
and ruahad away, pursued by the infuriated animal, w
threw himself into a bush for safety. The race W "ﬁ
the bush he could touch the dead Rhinoceros with hb ifle
probably have been fatal to him,
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760 THE HYRAX.

The KoBAOBA, or Long-horned White Rhinoceros (RAtnoceros Uswellst) is much rua
than either of the preceding species, and is found far in the interior, mostly to the east of
the Limpopo River. The peculiar manner in which this species carries its horns, make
it a very conspicuous animal. In all the other species, the horns are curved, and incline
rather backward ; but in the Kobaoba, the foremost horn is nearly straight, and projecs
forward, so that when the animal is running, the tip of the horn nearly touches the ground
Indeed, the extremity of an adult Kobaoba's horn is generally rubbed down on one side,
owing to the frequency with which it has come in contact with the earth. The head of
this and the preceding species is always carried very low, forming a singular contrast to
the saucy and independent manner in which the borele carries his head.

The long horn of the Kobaoba sometimes exceeds four feet in length, and as it is
almost straight, 1s most valuable for many purposes. The best, toughest, and straightest
ramrods are manufactured from this horn, and I have seen one of these ramrods that was
almost four feet long, even after being shaped and trimmed, so that the horn from which
it was cut must have been still longer. The mother Kobaoba employs this horn for a very
curious purpose, a8 was seen by Cumming. Whenever the mother and her young are
abroad, the calf always takes the lead, and in this instance she guided her little one by
pressing it against the calf’s side. The horn is also used by the Kaffirs to make “knob-
herries,” or knob-headed sticks, which they can employ as clubs in hand-to-hand combat, or
can throw with wonderful effect. A party of Kaffirs will often go out in chase of birds,
armed with nothing but these knob-herries, which they will hurl with such force and
precision that they generally return home loaded with game.

The four African species of Rhinoceros are not at all prolific animals, producing only ore
young one at a time, and, as far as is known, a considerable interval occurs between each
birth. It 1s not a gregarious, neither does 1t appear to be a monogamous, animal. It seems,
however, to find some gratification in the presence of others of its own species, and may be
seen 1n little assemblies of eight or ten in number. These assemblies, however, cannot be
termed flocks or herds, as their members are not under the command of a single leader, nor
bound together by any common tie, and, when alarmed, each individual makes his escape
as he best can. The skin 1s comparatively smooth, and devoid of hair, so that the animal
bears some resemblance to an overgrown pig.

ONE of the most curious little animals in existence is the HYRAX, interesting not so
much from its imposing external appearance, as for its importance in filling up a link in
the chain of creation.

About as large as a tolerably sized rabbit, covered with thick, soft fur, inhabiting holes
in the banks, possessing incisor-like teeth, and, in fine, being a very rabbit in habits
manners, and appearance, 1t was long classed among the rodents, and placed among the
rabbits and hares. It has, however, been discovered in later years, that this little rabbit-
like animal is no rodent at all, but 1s of one the pachydermata, and that it forms a natural
transition from the rhinoceros to the hippopotamus. On a close examination of the teeth,
they are seen to be wonderfully like those of the hippopotamus, their edges being bevelled
off 1n a similar manner, and therefore bearing some resemblance to the chisel-edged incisors
of the rodents. There are several species of Hyrax, one of which inhabits N orthern Africa
and Syria, while the other two are found in Abyssinia and South Africa.

The South African Hyrax 1s termed by the colonists KLIP DAS, or Rock RaABBIT, anil
18 found in considerable plenty among the mountainous districts of its native land, being
especially common on the sides of the Table mountain. It is largely eaten by the natives.
who succeed in killing it in spite of its extreme wariness and activity. Among the
crevices and fissures in the rock the Hyrax takes up its abode, and may often be seen
sitting in the warm rays of the sun, or feeding with apparent carelessness on the aromatic
herbage of the mountain side. It is, however, perfectly secure, in spite of its apparent
negligence, for a sentinel is always on guard, ready to warn his companions by a pecular
shrill cry of the approach of danger. Sometimes the Hyrax is seen at a consideratle
height, but is often observed near the sea-shore, scated on rocks which are barely above
high-water mark. )
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