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Around theﬁnq

1800 acres

of “Open Space”

on Highway 78

30 miles north

of the San Diego Zoo

A general view of Nairobi Village at the San Diego Wild Animal Park before going into the final
stages of construction. The Park will open to the public on May 10, 1972. In the foreground is an
animal contact area and the lagoon; behind it, the structure for the rustic covered walkway (close-
up, above). Starting at the left, there is the Congo River fishing village where fish traps will be low-
ered from the bridge and 10,000 gallons of water per minute will gush down the waterfalls; a
rondavel housing restrooms, then the administration center and a merchandise bazaar-restau-
One of the rondavels to house transformers  rant complex. Beyond are warehouses for food stuffs and supplies. On the foothills one can see
for the monorail. sections of the five-mile monorail bed.

e = 3

Aft t"'A bl f th i 200 s
er stringing cables for the aviary — —— ’ F ' :
feet long, 150 feet wide, and 70 feet high at P 5 LU LY LY
maximum dimensions —vinyl-covered wire 2 1 ;

is suspended from the cables supported by
pilings. There will be ample open space,
nooks and niches for birds to claim as their
own. Among inhabitants for the opening
will be touracos, pigeons, rollers, mouse-
birds, barbets, longclaws, thrushes, robin
chats, shrikes, starlings, stilts, ruffs, plovers,
hammerkops and gonoleks. Other species . i :
will be added as they become available. The “car barn” for 19 monorail cars (18 passenger, 1 flatbed).
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Right: The equipment on the monorail bed is used
for drilling holes in the concrete for 12x1%"” an-
chor bolts, as well as placing and tightening the
bolts to support the monorail. Below: Kifaru, a six-
month-old Black, or Hook-lipped Rhinoceros,
Diceros bicornis bicornis, took her bottle soon
after arrival. She is one of Nancy Alstrum’s tempo-
rary charges at the San Diego Wild Animal Park
Hospital. “Kifaru,” a Swahili word meaning “rhi-

noceros,” was born August 27, 1971, at the Los
Angeles Zoo. At birth she weighed 74 pounds.
Kifaru will greet visitors in Nairobi Village. Addi-
tional Black Rhinos will be seen in the East African
section of the Park.

Below left: The final touch was added to the monorail at a Golden “Spike” ceremony on February 18. Guest of honor, Mayor Pete Wilson
(center) drove the last bolt. Harold Barr, construction director, holds the golden “spike.” At the right is Charles D. McConnell, vice-
president Monorail Division of Westinghouse Air Brake Company, designers and fabricators of the transportation system. In the back-
ground are two cars and a transformer rondavel. Below right: Mayor Pete Wilson (in the driver’s seat) with (I to r) Zoological Society
President Anderson Borthwick and Trustees Robert Sullivan and J. Dallas Clark learned about the operation of the monorail from
Charles McConnell of Westinghouse.
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