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Fou r  o f s ix b la ck  rh in os  t ra n s loca t e d  t o  Ch a d  a re  
n ow  d e a d  
by Mongabay.com on 8 November 2018 

• Four of the six black rhinos reintroduced to Chad’s Zakouma  Na tiona l Pa rk from South 
Africa  in May a re now dead, authorities say. 

• Two of the rhinos were found dead recently, following from the dea ths of two other 
rhinos in October. 

• Authorities say the rhinos were not poached, and suggest they may have been having 
trouble adapting to their new habita t. More tests will be needed to determine the cause 
of dea th. 

• The dea ths in Zakouma  come just months a fter 11 black rhinos died within days of being 
reintroduced into Kenya’s Tsavo East Nationa l Pa rk in July. 

Two b lack rh inos have  been  found  dead  in  Chad’s Zakoum a Nationa l Park, 
add ing to  the  two ind ividua ls tha t d ied  la st m onth  a fte r be ing b rought in  from  
South  Africa . 

The  m ost recen t dea ths were  reported  by the  governm ents of Sou th  Africa  and  
Chad , as we ll a s African  Parks, an  NGO tha t he lps run  p rotected  a reas in  n ine  
African  coun tries. 

The  dead  rh inos we re  from  a  group  of six ind ividua ls re in troduced  to  Zakoum a 
in  May from  South  Africa ’s Addo Nationa l Park, m arking the  re tu rn  of b lack 
rh inos (Diceros bicornis) to  Chad  a fte r nearly 50 yea rs of absence . 

None  of the  four dead  rh inos were  poached , African  Parks sa id  in  a  p ress 
re lease . Post-m ortem  reports and  ana lysis of b lood , tissue  and  feca l sam ples 
from  the  rh inos d id  not find  anyth ing to  ind ica te  tha t in fectious d isease  or p lan t 
toxicity m ay have  led  to  the ir dea ths, e ithe r. There  was som e evidence  o f 
exposure  to  trypanosom es, a  pa rasite  tha t’s transm itted  to  an im als and  hum ans 
by tse tse  flie s, bu t th is is  un like ly to  have  caused  m orta lity, the  sta tem ent sa id . 
All four d ead  rh inos had  low fa t rese rves, though . 

“Low fa t rese rves suggest tha t m aladap ta tion  by the  rh inos to  the ir new 
environm ent is  the  like ly unde rlying cause , a lthough  tests  to  be  undertaken  on  
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bra in  and  sp ina l flu id  m ay shed  add itiona l ligh t on  the  exact cause  of dea ths,” 
the  sta tem ent sa id . 

Park officia ls  and  ve te rina rians a re  keep ing a  close  eye  on  the  two rem ain ing 
rh inos. They have  cap tured  one  and  p laced  it in  an  enclosure , and  a re  in  the  
p rocess of cap tu ring the  last rh ino. 

Only abou t 5,000 b lack rh inos, represen ted  by th ree  subspecies, rem ain  in  the  
wild  today. Chad  once  harbored  both  b lack rh inos and  white  rh inos 
(Cera totherium simum), bu t ram pant poach ing wiped  ou t both  species from  the  
coun try seve ra l decades ago. Black rh inos were  last spotted  in  Zakoum a, Chad’s 
o ldest na tiona l pa rk, in  the  ea rly 1970s. 

To ensure  the  long-te rm  surviva l of b lack rh inos, African  Parks worked  with  
governm ent agencie s in  Chad  and  South  Africa  to  m ove  six rh inos (two m ales 
and  four fem ales) from  Addo to  Zakoum a in  May th is year. Howeve r, like  
the  botched  Kenya  transloca tion  in  Ju ly th is yea r, in  which  a ll 11 re in troduced  
b lack rh inos d ied , the  Zakoum a experim ent has com e to  se rve  as a  cau tionary 
ta le . 
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