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ANIMALS 

WORTH THEIR WEIGHT 

IN GOLD. 
Bv GAMBIER BOLTON , F.Z.S. 

fll11 s!raled from P/10/ogrnphs, VJ' the A 11/hor . 

T o get at the true market 1·alue of most of the 
so -called ·•lower" orders of creation, one 
must consider the points o f excellence or 
superiority of a g iven specimen 01·e r others 
of a similar race .; the fa ct whether they ha1·e 
already o r are about to become exti nct; the 
difficulties and clangers connected with their 
breeding , capture, and transport, and last ly 
whether they are 1 ·ell-known or new to . 
science. 

Taking these po ints as a basi s on which to 
work, we shall find that not only are some 
animals, living or dead, worth enormous sums 
to-clay, but that it may be said with truth , of a 
few of them at least. that they would be worth 
their weight in gold to any person fortunate 
enough to possess them. 

A living specimen of the Dodo, for 
instance, that weird, flightless bird, about the 
size of a swan , which at one time made the 
islands of l\faclagascar, Reunion and Rodriguez 
its home, and of which nothing but a few 

happy possessors of a few of these rare birds 
in the flesh, it would prove a far more profit
able 1·enture than many an Afri can go ld-mine 
that one could name. The Great Auk was 
about the size of a goose, measuring 3oins. 
to 32ins . 01·er all, and is said to haYe dived 
when attempts were made to capture it in 
the sea, instead of fl appi ng along the 
surface of the water, in this respect ·1ery 
closetx resembling its living re latiYe, the 
pengu 111. 

Both the Dodo and the Great .-\uk have be
come ex tinct within comparati1·ely rece nt 
years, like th e l\foas of New Zealand, 
enormous ost rich-like running birds, which 
are kn own to havl! ex isted up to the end of 
last century. Some of them exceeded 12ft 
in height , and over twenty different species 
are known to sc ientists. Rumours occa
sionally arrive from that far-off land , of 
living Moas ; but year after year passes , and 
the priceless bird is not discovered in the 

flesh, only its 
bones, fea thers 
and egg-s hell s 
reaching us, all 
being quickly 

· bought up for 
private or public 
collections. 

Eggs of 
A Great Auk, an Ostrich, an A!pyornls. 

skulls, still bear
ing th e strong 
hooked beak, and 
some bones, in 
our l\Iuseums 
now remain , 
would fe tch any 
price in reason. 
So would the 
Great Auk , which 
only fifty years 
ago was so 
common in the 
Norti1 A ti an ti c 
that it is said they 
were k.illed on 
Funk I sland, off 

A Great Auk's egg sold recently for £z96, whilst one of a n IEpyornis 
is worth .£ 100. 

The . living 
Apteryx or Kiwi 
is very near the 
Moa in type, al
though but a 
pigmy beside the 
huge giant, for 
the largest does 

the Newfoundland coast, in tens of thousands 
a t a tim e, for the sake of their feathers, but 
whose eggs sell to-day for close on £ 300 
apiece, and stuffed skin s at £ 2 50 each, with 
a steady demand for m ore. 

If an Auk <ind Dodo Srndicate were 
formed , with the certai nty of ·becoming the 
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not exceed 3ft. in 
he ight, and it differs from the Moa in having 
an exceedingly long beak, with which it 
probes the soft earth at night-time in search 
of worms. Some of the Kiwis are valuable 
birds, too, for the rare st living specimens are 
sa id to be worth £ 1 50 apiece in this quarter 
of the globe, for they are extremely difficult 
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ANIMALS WORTH THEIR WE£GHT IN GOLD. -to 1 

orig inally from a sailo: for half a 
crown. nut aft e r the discovery, 
throug h this ,·ery photogrnph. that .it 
was the, first spec imen c,·er ~cc n aliYc 
in Europe, it would ha,·e so ld fo r 
a large sum , whil st e,·en its skin 
after death realised near ly twenty 
pounds. \\'e mi ght menti on also a 
pair of sobe r-tinted littl e Duck ~, 
which th e Curato r of th e Zoo :H 

R ot terdam assured the wr iter he 
would not willing ly exchange for our 
best thou. and guin ea H.hinoceros, as 
they were the las t of their rnce. A 11 
these instances and olhcrs help to 
prove the saying, that some birds, 
Jiving o r dead, a rc a lmost priceless 
to-day. 

Skeleton of a llloa, the extinct wingless bird of New Zealanc!. 

Among the Beasts, what " ·ould 
not the huge ~1arnmoth be worth, 
that strange elephant-like creature 
whose body was cO\·ercd with long 
recldi h hairs to protect it from the 
bitter co ld of Sibe ria, where its re
mains are still often found , with the 
hair yet on the body, fa st fozen in ~o 
its icy gra,·e ; whose enormus tm k:s, 
far exceeding in size those of any 
Elephant , are st ill collected fo r th e 
sake of the ir irn ry , a sh ip-load haYing 
been act ua lh· ~c nt to London for ;;a le 
not ,·c r_r long ago. .It s . rem ai n ~ 
arc frequ ently found in the brick
ea rth of the Thames \'all ey, and 
e\·en und er modern London it se lf, 
and are sometimes brought up in 
dredges from the sea off the Norfolk 

to b rin g home a]i,·e from snch a 
great di s t a i~ce as New Zea lancl. 

From th is li st of priceless birds 
we must not omit the other one for 
which :\l adagasca r was so ce le
brated, the .tEp_rornis, a monster 
bigge r e\·en than th e :\[oa, the eggs 
of which, still constantly cli scoYered 
bv the nati\'es, arc worth at least 
£1 00 apiece. They measure 3ft. in 
circumference, with a liquid-carrying 
capac ity of no less than two gallons. 

Some few of the rarer li ving bird s 
of to-day a re worth large sum s, the 
King P enguin. of which we possess 
a solitary specimen in our collection 
in R egent's Park, being worth a 
hundred pounds or more. So. too, 
the White-headed Buzzard , of South 
America, from the Clifton coll ection, 
which, it is sa!d, was purchased 

Vpl. 11 .- ·26, 
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A Kiwi, the wingless bird of New Zealand, still In existence, 
but becomlnr dally more rare, 
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coast. famm oths must ha\'t: 
bee n exceedingly n umerous a t 
one time, fo r from the quanti ty 
of t u~ks col lected in Si beria 
alone. it is estim ated th at q uite 
zo,ooo carca~e. we re <li snJ1·e red 
the re in twenty years. 

Hairy-eared Rhfnoceros. 

1n a newspaper cutti ng nOll' 
lying before the write r, it is 
stated that there is st ill thought 
to be a chance of discove ring 
the living Mammoth in those 
bitterly cold regions on eithe r 
side of the Behri ng Sea. which 
se parates Alaska from Siberia. 
F ortunate indeed will be the 
person who fi rst fi nds it and 
brings a specimen in to any 
c i1·il ised part of tli e world. for 
its value ll'Ould be somet hing 
enorm ous . In con necti on with 
this suhject, we must remember 
th at the tenrl en c1· noll'ad<w s 
is to increase the llU lllbe r of .As much as £1250 wa s pa id for th is a n imal by the Zoological Society. 

White-headed Buzzard. 

Thi s bird wa s o ri~ i n;ilh- so ld by :l. ~;iil nr for ha lr-a -crnw11 . 
\Vhen fottn<I to be the tir .... t e pcn mt.'n in E u rope i t became c. f 

g rea t , aJue. Jt s sk rn a fte r it s dea th so ld for ;£20 
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Zoological collecti ons of the world, rather 
th an to let 1 hem fall off , fo r it is now at 
last rea li sed that many of the animals are 
rapidly becoming- exte rminated , and that 
unl ess ::it1empts a re made to kee p and breed 
them in capt il' ity , future generations will on ly 
knoll' wh at th ev ll'ere like from seeing pa int
ings, photographs , and stuffed spec imens. 

This be ing the case, g reat competition in-
1·ari::ihly takes place among the ma ny 
Zoological Soc ieti es to secure, at all costs, any 
rare beast or b ird which may be captured , 
thus tending to keep up and even increase the 
pri ces ll'hich. but fo r this keen competition, 
might fall off. 

Look at the littl e hairy-eared Rhinoceros 
from Chittigong in Upper Burm ah, for which 
it is said that ou r own Society paid no less 
than £ 1250 , the highest price ever paid by 
them for any animal , simply because in 1872 
it waq the fi rst specimen ever discovered and 
brought alh'e to Europe. It is quite small , 
and ugly lookin g eYen for a Rhinoceros; but 
now th at the species is becoming more com
mon the price has fal len off, and it is doubtful 
if a hairy-eared rhin oceros would fetch a thi rd 
of the money paid for the first specimen. 

The Pigmy Hippopotamus of Liberia too, 
is knoll'n to ex ist there, but for some unex
plained reason, not a single specimen has ever 
reached Europe alive, and , tiny as it is, being 
only about thirty inches hi gh when full 
grow n, it ll'Ould be wo rth a very large sum , to 
any person bndin? a li vi n? speci men in (/rea.t 
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Two Giraffes. 

heavy build and somewhat slow 
pace, they fell a prey first to the lions, 
th en to the nat i 1es and fina lly to the 
white men, who coveted their fl esh 
and hides. Not a sing le specimen 
has been seen for nearly twenty 
years, although there still remai ns 
the slight chance of coming across a 
fe\\' sm virn rs in th e Ge rma n an d 
Portuguese territory" of South \V est 
Africa. 

Thei r skin s and skeletons al one 
would be \\'Orth a ve ry large wm, 
an<l a !iring specimen would c reate 
a lmost as m uch compl t itio:i as th at 
set up by the appearance o f a White 
I<hinoceros. The Q uaggas that one 
so often hears and rea<l s about at the 
present time , arc in reality th e Bur
chell s Zebras, whi ch a re still fairly 
common, as thev breed well in 
captirity, and North of the Zambesi 
are found in la rge herds. 

Ow ing to thei r innca o; i1;g ra ritr an d the .rrnnil l ics or tranc: r;ort a nd 
d:- ni;c rs of c li ma te, (; ira lks a rc worth £1 000 rach tu-d;1 y . 

Two more of the Afri can Mam
malia arc becomin g extremely rare, 
the E lcph:mt and the H ippopotamus , 
at least so far as kno" n pec imens 

Bri tain . O f the huge White Rhinoceros too, 
with its doubl e ho rn s.- the fron t one often ex
ceedi ng four fee t in he ight , not a sing le li vin g 
spec imen has ever been kn o\\'n out o f Africa. 
Rum our, however, says that a thousand 
pounds each was pa id to the lucky sportsman 
wh o brought three skin s and skele tons of the 
white rhinoce ros to Emope. Ii o ne should 
sudden ly appear, not only Zoo log ica l Soc ieties 
in all parts of the world , but dealers and 
show-men as well, would 
tumble over each other in 
their hurry to possess it at 
any price. · 

in European countri es arc conce rn ed. Pro
bribly the only Af rican Elephant in Europe is 
11 01\' in our coll ecti on at 1{cgent 's Paik, and 
would se ll at ri ucvon fo r more thrin a thousa nd 
pound ~ , wh i l ~t to pr01·c the sca rcity of the 
Hi ppo:- , our Society , it is said , paid no less 
th ri n ;[500 fo r a n infant ma le bo rn in the 
Zoolog ica l Grinlcns at Antwerp about three 
yea rs ago. 1t wris onl y the size of a large 
pig, so that the Soc iety is pretty safe to value 

A European Bison. 

The third of the Afri can 
rarities is of course, the 
Quagga , an animal resem
bling the Zi:bra, but o f a 
much hea vier build, and 
wi th it s st ri pes showing on ly 
on the head, neck and 
withe rs, the remainder o f the 
body being a light reddish 
tint , un striped , excepting 
for a dark line down the 
spine, and with the under
parts of the body and legs, 
a creamy whi te. As re
cen tly as 1839 these animals 
existed in vast herds even so 
fa r South as Cape Colony, 
b t · t ti · h Thay are now nearly 'xtinct, onlr bl'ing found in Lithua nia, in Poland, and in the 
, U OWll11J O 1e1r rat . ~ f ?outhern portiop s of R!1 ssj~ , Opce thel' roamed onr 13ril~in , 
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?.. full g roll'n one on a par ll'ith th e Afr ican 
Elephant. E ven tll'c 11 t_1· yea rs ago 11·e rere i1·e<l 
£2000 fo r our monste r " Jum bo,· · 11·ho was 
kill ed in 1886 by an express trai n in Canada, 
as he at tempted to rescue a d ll'a rf elephant 
ll' ho had st rayed on to the line. and \\'as in 
dange r of be i ~1g an nih ilated . 

\\'e must n ot leal'e the Afr ican continent 
wi thout a reference to th at ra re ani mal the 
Gira ffe , for althoug-h it is possible that, ll'ith 
the opening up of the country ro•m d Kh ar
toum , it may become more common out of 

large r game there ll'ill hal'~ become exte rmi
nated , and nothing can pro1·e this hetie r than 
the 1rny in which th e market l'a lue of the 
animals of the Dark Continent is ad rnnci ng 
by leaps and bounds. so that. e re long. the 
smalle r societi es ll'ill he q ui te un able to 
affo rd to pm chase any m ore ~pccim c ns fo r 
the ir coll ect ions. 

Turn ing once m ore to our Oll'n continent, 
11·e find that ra re animal, the E uropean B. son 
headi ng the li;; t of l'aluable c re~ tures nea rl y 
extinct, fo r it exists only in Lithuania in 

P o l a nd , 
where it en
joys the p ro
t e c ti on o f 

·the Russian 
Go v e rn-

Africa, there 
is a lll'ays the 
ri sk of trans
port to be 
co nsidered. 
\V e h a ve 
only to re
member the 
death of the 
la rge male 
wh ich was 
sent as a pre
se n t fr o m 
South Africa 
to the Q ueen 
tll' o yea rs 
ago , which, 
afte r a very 
l o n g and 
t rying jour
ney from the 
int e rior , 
died as he 
ll' as being 
re l e a se d 
f ro m h is 
tr a v e llin g 
box in the 
Zoo, whilst 
the young 
male which 
arril·ed last 
year from 
\\'est Afri ca , 
lived onh· a 

The King of the Animal World. 

ment,and in 
the Cauca
sus. in parts 
of l\Ioldavia 
and in Wal
lach ia . At 
o ne time 
i t mu s t 
ha1·eroamed 
in v a s t 
numb e r s, 
th rough the 
w oo d ed 
part s of all 
E urope, in
cluding o f 
c o urse 
G reat Bri
t a in , but 
e ac h y ea r 
now se e s 
th e num -
bers fa ll ing 
o ff, an d 
s o on , lik e 
it s f as t 
di sa p p ear
ing re lat il'e 
across the 

Jn mere money a fi ne Li on is worth to-da y someth!ng like .i·6oo . 

fell' weef,s, finally dying from ind igestion . 
The true market 1·alue of the fo rmer 1ras at 
least £ 1 500. whil st it is sa id tl1 1t £ 900 was 
pa id by the Society fo r the latte r. so th at ll'hen 
ll'e price Gi raffes at£ IOOO each a ll round , we 
are not very wi de of the mark . There is a 
demand for quite a dozen at th is p ri ce, 
amongst the dea lers , show-men , and zoolo
gical societie s of the world . W ith the 
American and E uropean slaughter pa rt ies 
pouring in from e1·e ry side of Afr ica, it c:rn 
only be a question of >·ea rs b(,!fore all the 
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Atl antic (the American Bison), it will be 
classed among the " bal'e beens,' ' for both 
species are doomed . 

T o many persons it may appear absurd to 
talk of th e exterm ination of the larger " Cats,'' 
Yet thi is an und oubted fact, and it is not too 
;m 1ch lo say. th at the re are in fa nt s li ving to
day wh o wi ll li1·e to see the last of severa l of 
t h~se handsome species, as it is im possible 
fo r most of them to exist where civili sation 
encroaches upon the ir hunting g rounds. 

Tal>e the so -call ed ,1\ siat ic L ion for instancr., 
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the ridiculously named " :\lanckss I. ion ... of 
the less up-to-da te 1\atural H i ~to rics. 1t is 
a. pos ith·e fact that the L ions in Asia a re nuw 
so nearly exte rminated tk tt the H.a jahs in 
India, at least. a rc presen·ing them as carefully 
as pheasant s and ot her game are prcserYed by 

Ounce, or Snow Leopard 

A crea ture of w h ich ' ;l:- n :t hu t littl e is known . 011 r 
Zoologi ca l Soc iet \· p;1i<i .i.',Joo for t he fir ::. t specimen 
\

1r hich reached Eur op e . It com es fro m the mou nta ins 
of Ce ntral Asia . 

us. The Shah of Pe rsia also, it is said , is 
keepin~ a large number of them in enclosures 
as curiosities , although twenty years ago they 
were quite common in Persia, Ind ia and other 
parts of Asia . It is strange that, unlike the 
Tiger, they have neYer been known in the 
:'llalayan region o r east of the Bay of Bengal. 

I.ions from all patts of Africa are fast 
disappearing too, as their market value shows, 
fo r " Toby," from Somaliland the last one to 
provoke any keen competition on account of 
hi s many g rand points, was sold for the 
collection at Antwerp, when in quite a raw and 
half-grown state. and even then £ 300 "· is 
paid for him. Doubtless if sold to-day, lie 
would fetch nearlv double thi s sum , as he is 
quite the " record." lion of the century . 

The Ounce, too, that myste rious g rey
coloured leopard , about which little o r nothing 
is . known at present. and fo r ,,·hi ch, it is sai d, 
our Society paid £ 300. is a creature th e 
value of which depend not so much on its 
approaching exterminat ion, as on the difficu lty 
of its transport from a bitterly cold region 
of from six to twenty thousand feet abO\·e 
the sea level , in the mountains of Central 
Asia, through the hot tropics, to the chang
incr climate of Europe. It is not surprising 
that , howeve r much care may be taken , none 
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uf tliem ~ urvi\'e the change for Ycry long, :rnd 
a re apL to die before the importer can get 

· rid of them, thus saddling him with the heavy 
cost of their tra nsport. The O unce in the 
Zoo was the fir st whic h e\'er re ac hed .E urope 
aJi,·e . lt a rri\'ed some iour years ago. 

T urning to the domesticated anima ls, it is 
chieliy amongst the hor,,es, cattle and dogs 
that ,,.e find spec imen s uf enormous value, 
although big prices a rc often paid for pou ltry, 
cats , rabb its o r gu~nea-11 i gs, £ 80, it is said, 
ha,·ing been paid fo r a pair of the latter that 
had won a g reat many prize~ at the la rge 
shows . E ve n cats will find buyers at sums 
as large o r la rge r than thi s, for £ 100 has 
before now been offered fo r long-haired 
spec imens, 'd1ilst it is rumoured that £ so was 
refused for the E ngli sh short-ha ired tabby, 
C hampion Xenophon, who has won pri ze 
after pr ize for hi s fortunate owner, l\l r. S;;un 
Wood iw iss . · 

Dogs and cat tle too, often change hands at 
eno rmous prices. \V ith the latte r it is some
times the size that a ffects the sak, prodded 
that other poin ts are equally good . One has 
but lo call to m ind those g iant St. Berna rd s 
"Plinlimmon," ·' Rector,,. and" Sir Bedive re,., 
each of them measu ring nea rly a yard in 
height at the shoul der. and se lling at from 
£ 10oo to £1 25 0 each. whil st co ll :es have 
fetched an even higher fi gure. 

The Japanese spanie ls o r slee,·e dogs a re, 
at present, the .m ost fashionable amongst the 

A Japanese Spaniel. 

£ 3 00 ic.. 5=a id to ha \·e been off creel ;t nd re-f u o;; ed for this I 1tt ]{'do • 
It 1 ~ ~u p po sed to be the smal lest and be st out 0 £ j a. pJ. n. 

" toy " breeds to-clay, a11d £ 300 has been, it 
is said, offe red and refused for the specimen 
wh ose portrait we g ive, as she is one of the 
smallest and best out of J apan, where they are 
bred chiefly by the aristocracy, and :;i.r-.: con
sequently di ffic ult to obtain . 
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