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CHAPTER VIIL

LIFE IN THE MUFASSIL.

1
“PLANT A TREE, DIG A WELL, WRITE A BOOK, AND GO TO HEAVEN .

First Visits in the East—Papamhow—Runjeet Singh's illness—Death of Lord
Hastings— Lord Ambherst created Earl of Arracan—Marriage of a neem to a
peepul—The Bacdin—A Koord Arab—Visit to Lucnow—His Majesty Nus-
seer-ood-Deen Hyder—Lord Combermere—Kywan Jah—Presents not allowed
to be accepted—Fights of Wild Beasts—Quail—Departure of Lord Com-
bermere—=Skinner’s Horse—Return to Prag.

January 1827.—1Itis usual in India for those newly arrived to call
upon the resident families of the station ; the gentleman makes
his call, which is returned by the resident and his family ; after
which, the lady returns the visit with her husband. An invita-
tion is then received to a dinner-party given in honour of the
strangers, the lady being always handed to dinner by the host,
and made the queen of the day, whether or not entitled to it by
rank.

Our debiit in the Mufassil was at the house of the judge,
where we met almost all the station, and were much pleased
that destiny had brought us to Prag. Prag was named
Allahabad when the old Hindoo city was conquered by the
Mahomedans. We were very fortunate in bringing up our
horses and baggage uninjured, and in not having been robbed
en route. Lord Amherst has lost two horses, and his aide-de-
camp three: guards are stationed around the Governor-general’s
horse-tents and baggage night and day, nevertheless native

robbers have carried off those five animals. His lordship is at
present at Lucnow.

.} Guzrattee Proverb.
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the deputation appointed to receive his lordship, by whom the
prince was treated as the wali-uhd, or heir-apparent.

The first day, Lord Combermere and the resident breakfasted
with the king of Oude; the party was very numerous. We
retired afterwards to another room, where trays of presents were
arranged upon the floor, ticketed with the names of the persons
for whom they were intended, and differing in their number and
value according to the rank of the guests. Two trays were pre-
sented to me, the first containing several pairs of Cashmere shawls,
and a pile of India muslin and kimkhwab, or cloth of gold. The
other tray contained strings of pearl, precious stones, bracelets,
and other beautiful native jewellery. I was desired to make my
salam in honor of the bounty of his majesty. As soon as the
ceremony had finished, the trays were carried off and placed in
the Company’s treasury, an order having arrived, directing that
all presents made to the servants of the Company should be
accepted,—but for the benefit of the state.

That night his majesty dined at the residency, and took his
departure at ten p. M., when quadrilles immediately commenced.
The ladies were not allowed to dance while his majesty was
present, as, on one occasion, he said, * That will do, let them
leave off,” thinking the ladies were quadrilling for his amuse-
ment, like nach women. The second day, the king breakfasted
with Lord Combermere, and we dined at the palace. ’

During dinner a favourite nach woman attitudinized a little
behind and to the right of his majesty’s chair ; at times he cast
an approving glance at her performance. Sometimes she sang
and moved about, and sometimes she bent her body backwards,
until her head touched the ground; a marvellously supple, but
not a graceful action.

The mornings were devoted to sports, and quadrilles passed
away the evenings. I saw some very good elephant fights, some
indifferent tiger fights, a rhinoceros against three wild buffaloes,
in short, battles of every sort; some were very cruel, and the
poor animals had not fair play.

The best fight was seen after breakfast at the palace. Two
battaire (quails) were placed on the table; a hen bird was put



CHAPTER XIV.

RESIDENCE AT CAWNPORE.

1830.—The iron-shod lathi—Coins of Sekunder al Sani—Hindostani Song—
The first Thermantidote—Dak to Cawnpore—The Barkandaz—The Station
Sand-storm—Indian method of washing the hair—Pukka houses and bun-
galows—The Ayha’s revenge—Horses poisoned—The Isle of France—The
visionary old man—Influence of women in India—Gambling— Eating the air
<~The Ayha's trowsers—Darzees—Refuge of the distressed—Signet-rings—
The Durwan—Ganges water—Small-pox—Grass-cutters—Beauty of a night
in India—Forgery—Qui hy ?—Winged ants and bugs—The moon—A set-to
—Revenge of a sa’is—Soldiers in hospital—Arrak—The Charpai—A new
servant—Unpopularity of the Governor-general.

1830, March.—The natives use a very dangerous weapon, which
they have been forbidden by the Government to carry. I took
one as a curiosity, which had been seized on a man in a fight in
a village. It is a very heavy lathi, a solid male bamboo, five
feet five inches long, headed with iron in a most formidable
manner. The man was brought before the judge for murder,
and this lathi was the weapon with which two men were sup-
posed to have lost their lives. There are six jagged semicir-
cular irons at the top, each two inches in length, one in height ;
and it is shod with iron bands sixteen inches deep from the top ;
diameter of the iron ornament on the top, six inches. Sticks
headed with brass put on in the same fashion, are often carried

by the native servants for protection when returning to their
homes at night .

' See the plate entitled “The Thug’s Dice,” in which fig. 2 represents the
lathi,
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was not detained one moment more than necessary on the road.
One of the barkandaz was armed with {wo swords and a great
bamboo !

THE BARKANDAZ.

A man of this description 1s too picturesque a personage to
be omitted. The annexed portrait was taken by S. Mahumud
Ameer; it represents a policeman in Calcutta with his sword,
shield, and small-arms: the style of the turban and the dress
altogether is remarkable; on the leathern band across his
shoulder is the chapras, or badge of the station to which he
belongs.

The shield is generally of black leather adorned with brass
knobs. Native gentlemen have shields well painted, sometimes
bearing the portrait of some native lady, and richly ornamented
with silver. We purchased a shield of the hide of the rhinoceros
at the fair at Allahabad ; there are numerous indentations upon
it, the marks of bullets, which appear to have been turned off by
the thickness and strength of the hide. My husband used to
cut it up to leather the tips of billiard cues—therefore I carried
it off, and added it to my museum.

The journey was very unpleasant, very hot, and not a breath
of air.

The dust from the trampling of the bearers’ feet rolled up in
clouds, filling my eyes and mouth, and powdering my hair; and
my little terrier, Fairy Poppus, as the natives call her, in imita-
tion of my “Fury, pup, pup,” was very troublesome in the
palkee.

I arrived at Cawnpore at 7 A.u., and was glad to take shelter
in my new house, which I found very cool and pleasant, after a
hot drive during the last stage in a buggy.

The house, or rather bungalow’, for it is tiled over a thatch,
is situated in the centre of the station, near the theatre; it
stands on a platform of stone rising out of the Ganges, which
flows below and washes the walls. The station is a very large

' Properly Bangla.



CHAPTER XVIIL

SCENES IN OUDE.

New Year's Day—Meeting of the King of Oude and the Governor-General—
Visit of Lord William Bentinck to Luenow—A Native Christian—Elephant,
Tiger, Buffalo, and Bear Fights—Constantia—Beautiful Buildings—Depar-
ture of the Governor-General—The Padshah Bagh—The Royal Hummam—
The King’s Stables—The Party at the Residency—Dil-Kusha—Zoffani’s
Picture—Doves released from Captivity—The Menagerie—A Zenana Garden

—Letter of Introduction to the Begams at Delhi—Gardner’s Horse—The
Sorrows of the Begam.

1831. Jan. lst.—New Year’s Day was celebrated with all due
honour at home, the party separating at 4, a.m.; punch & la
Romaine and fine ices making men forget the lapse of time.
The people here are ice-making mad ; I flatter myself I under-
stand the mystery of icefication better than any one in India.

5th.—The view from our verandah is remarkably good; the
King of Oude, Ghazee-ood-Deen Hyder, has pitched his tent on
the opposite side of the Ganges, and has constructed a bridge of
boats across the river. In attendance upon him, they say, there
are 2000 elephants, camels, and men in proportionate number ;
the sides of the river swarm with troops, animals, and tents.

Early on the morning of the 6th, the Governor-general,
Lord William Bentinck, arrived at Cawnpore ; and her Ladyship
received the station. 'We paid our devoirs ; and, in conversation
with Lady William on the subject of the zenana of the King of
Oude, I excited her curiosity so much by my account of Tajma-
hitl, that I feel convinced she will pay her a visit on her arrival
at Lucnow.

7th.—We were invited to breakfast with the Governor-
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writing, to which I had recourse with good success on this
occasion . "

18th.—The Governor-general breakfasted with the king. The
whole party quitted the Residency on elephants most beautifully
clothed, and were met half-way by his majesty. The scene
was magnificent. The elephants, the camels, the crowds of
picturesque natives, the horsemen, and the English troops,
formed a fout ensemble that was quite inspiring. The Governor-
general got into the king’s howdah, and proceeded to the palace,
where breakfast was laid in a fine service of gold and silver.
After breakfast we proceeded to a verandah to see various fights,
and, having taken our seats, the order was given to commence
the tamasha.

THE ELEPHANT FIGHTS.

The river Goomtee runs in front of the verandah ; and on the
opposite side were collected a number of elephants paired for
the combat. The animals exhibited at first no inclination to
fight, although urged on by their respective mahawats, and we
began to imagine this native sport would prove a failure.

At length two elephants, equally matched, were guided by
the mahawats on their backs to some distance from each other,
and a female elephant was placed midway. As soon as the
elephants turned and saw the female they became angry, and
set off at a long swinging trot to meet each other ; they attacked
with their long tusks, and appeared to be pressing against each
other with all their might. One elephant caught the leg of
the other in his trunk, and strove to throw his adversary or
break his fore-leg. But the most dangerous part appeared to
be when they seized one another by their long trunks and
interlaced them ; then the combat began in good earnest. When
they grew very fierce, and there was danger of their injuring
themselves, fireworks were thrown in their faces, which alarmed
and separated them, and small rockets were also let off for that

purpose.

! Appendix, No. 186.
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The situation of a mahawat during the fight is one of danger.
The year before, the shock of the combat having thrown the
mahawat to the ground, the elephant opposed to him took a
step to one side, and, putting his great foot upon him, quietly
crushed the man to death !

Sometimes the elephant will put up his trunk to seize his
opponent’s mahawat and pull him off: skill and activity are
requisite to avoid the danger.

The second pair of elephants that were brought in front of
the verandah hung back, as if unwilling to fight, for some time ;
several natives, both on horseback and on foot, touched them
up every now and then with long spears to rouse their anger.
One of the elephants was a long time ere he could be induced
to combat—but, when once excited, he fought bravely; he was
a powerful animal, too much for his adversary—for having
placed his tusks against the flank of his opponent, he drove him
before him step-by-step across the plain to the edge of the
river, and fairly rolled him over into the Goomtee. Sometimes
a defeated elephant will take to the water, and his adversary
will pursue him across the river.

The animals are rendered furious by giving them balls to eat
made of the wax of the human ear, which the barbers collect for
that purpose!

The hair on the tail of an elephant is reckoned of such
importance, that the price of the animal rises or falls accord-
ing to the quantity and length of the hair on the tail. It is
sometimes made into bracelets for English ladies.

A great number of elephants fought in pairs during the
morning ; but, to have a good view of the combat, one ought
to be on the plain on the other side the river, nearer to the
combatants ; the verandah from which we viewed the scene is
rather too distant.

When the elephant fights were over, two rhinoceros were
brought before us, and an amusing fight took place between
them ; they fought like pigs.

The plain was covered by natives.in thousands, on foot or on
horseback. When the rhinoceros grew fierce, they charged the

VOL. 1. N
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crowd, and it was beautiful to see the mass of people flying
before them.

On the Goomtee, in front of the verandah, a large pleasure-
boat belonging to his Majesty was sailing up and down; the
boat was made in the shape of a fish, and the golden scales
glittered in the sun.

The scene was picturesque, animated, and full of novelty.

In an inclosed court, the walls of which we overlooked, seven
or eight fine wild buffaloes were confined: two tigers, one
hyena, and three bears were turned loose upon them. I expected
to see the tigers spring upon the buffaloes, instead of which
they slunk round and round the walls of the court, apparently
only anxious to escape. The tigers had not a fair chance, and
were sadly injured, being thrown into the air by the buffaloes,
and were received again when falling on their enormous horns.
The buffaloes attacked them three or four together, advancing
in line with their heads to the ground. I observed that when
the buffaloes came up to the tiger, who was generally lying on
the ground, and presented their horns close to him—if the
animal raised his paw and struck one of them, he was tossed in
a moment; if he remained quiet, they sometimes retreated
without molesting him.,

The bears fought well, but in a most laughable style. The
scene was a cruel one, and I was glad when it was over. None
of the animals, however, were killed.

A fight was to have taken place between a country horse and
two tigers, but Lady William Bentinck broke up the party and
retired. I was anxious to see the animal, he is such a vicious
beast ; the other day he killed two tigers that were turned loose
upon him.

Combats also took place between rams: the creatures attacked
each other fiercely—the jar and the noise were surprising as
head met head in full tilt. Well might they be called battering
rams !

21st.—We visited Constantia, a beautiful and most singular
house, built by General Martine; it would take pages to
describe it ; the house is constructed to suit the climate ; venti-
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fagging, up to their knees in water, against the stream and this
cold wind ; this twist in the river will, however, allow of half an
hour’s sail, and the poor creatures may then warm themselves.
I will send each man a red Lascar’s cap and a black blanket,
their Indian bodies feel the cold so bitterly. When the sails
are up my spirits rise; this tracking day by day against wind
and. stream so many hundred miles is tiresome work. My
solitude is agreeable, but the tracking detestable. I must go on
deck, there is a breeze, and enjoy the variety of having a sail.
At Pukkaghur eight peacocks were by the river-side, where
they had come for water; on our approach they moved gently
away. They roost on the largest trees they can find at night.
I have just desired three pints of oil to be given to the dan-
dees, that they may rub their limbs. The cold wind, and being
constantly in and out of the water, makes their skin split,
although it is like the hide of the rhinoceros ; they do not suffer
so much when their legs have been well rubbed with oil. What a
noise the men are making! they are all sitting on the deck,
whilst a bearer, with a great jar of oil, is doling out a chhattak
to each shivering dandee.

24th.—Another trouble! The river is very broad, with three
great sandbanks in the centre, and there is scarcely any water
among the divided channels. Two great cotton boats are
aground in the deepest part. They must be off ere there
will be room for the Seagull. Whilst the cook-boat anchors,
the washermen will set to work to wash the clothes on the
river’s edge, and will dry them in the rigging ; and the crews
of both vessels will unite to cut the pinnace through the sand.
Noon: the cotton boats are off ; the dinghee is moving about,
sounding the passage.

I have had a ramble on the sands, and have found a shell, the
shape of the most curious of the fossils we used to find in the
cliffs at Christ Church in Hampshire. I have only found three
small ones, and must look for more; they are rarely on the
sands. Whilst we were waiting for the cotton boats to get off,
I sketched them. The boat called an ulik is beautiful, like a
bird upon the waters—graceful and airy—with bamboos in all
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with jewels and chains of gold. The Gaja Raja, in her Mahratta
riding dress, mounted one of the horses, and the ladies the others ;
they cantered and pranced about, showing off the Mahratta style of
riding. On dismounting, the young Gaja Raja threw her horse’s
bridle over my arm, and said, laughingly, * Are you afraid? or
will you try my horse?”” Who could resist such a challenge ?
“I shall be delighted,” was my reply. “ You cannot ride like
a Mahratta in that dress,” said the Princess; “put on proper
attire.”” I retired to obey her commands, returning in Mahratta
costume, mounted her horse, put my feet into the great iron
stirrups, and started away for a gallop round the enclosure. I
thought of Queen Elizabeth, and her stupidity in changing the
style of riding for women. En cavalier, it appeared so safe,
as if I could have jumped over the moon. Whilst I was thus
amusing myself, “ Shah-bash ! shah-bash !” exclaimed some mas-
culine voice; but who pronounced the words, or where the
speaker lay perdu, 1 have never discovered.

“Now,” said I to the Gaja Raja, “ having obeyed your com-
mands, will you allow one of your ladies to ride on my side-
saddle 22 My habit was put on one of them ; how ugly she
looked! “ She is like a black doctor !”” exclaimed one of the
girls. The moment I got the lady into the saddle, I took the
rein in my hand, and riding by her side, started her horse off in
a canter ; she hung on one side, and could not manage it at all ;
suddenly checking her horse, I put him into a sharp trot. The
poor lady hung half off the animal, clinging to the pummel, and
screaming to me to stop ; but I took her on most unmercifully,
until we reached the spot where the Biiza Ba’i was seated ; the
walls rang with laughter; the lady dismounted, and vowed she
would never again attempt to sit on such a vile crooked thing as

a side-saddle. It caused a great deal of amusement in the
camp.

“ Qui vit sans folie n'est pas si sage qu'il croit.”

The Mahratta ladies live in parda, but not in such strict seclu.
sion as the Musalmani ladies ; they are allowed to ride on horse.
back veiled ; when the Gaja Raja goes out on horseback, she is
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attended by her ladies; and a number of Mahratta horsemen
ride at a certain distance, about two hundred yards around her,
to see that the kurk is enforced ; which is an order made public
that no man may be seen on the road on pain of death.

The Hindoos never kept their women in parda, until their
country was conquered by the Muhammadans ; when they were
induced to follow the fashion of their conquerors; most likely,
from their unveiled women being subject to insult.

The Baiza Ba’i did me the honour to express herself pleased,
and gave me a title, “ The Great-aunt of my Grand-daughter,”’
‘““ Gaja Raja Sahib ki par Khala.” This was very complimen-
tary, since it entitled me to rank as the adopted sister of her
Highness.

A part of the room in which the ex-Queen sits is formed into
a domestic temple, where the idols are placed, ornamented with
flowers, and worshipped ; at night they are lighted up with
lamps of oil, and the priests are in attendance.

The Mahratta ladies are very fond of sailing on the river, but
they are equally in parda in the boats as on shore.

The next day the Baiza Ba’l sent down all her horses in.
their gay native trappings, for me to look at; also two fine
rhinoceroses, which galloped about the grounds in their heavy
style, and fought one another; the Ba’i gave five thousand
rupees (£500) for the pair ; sweetmeats and oranges pleased the
great animals very much.

When Captain Ross quitted, her Highness was placed under
the charge of the agent to the Governor-general. I visited the
Ba’l several times, and liked her better than any native lady I
ever met with.

A Hindoo widow is subject to great privations; she is not
allowed to wear gay attire or jewels, and her mourning is eternal.
The Baiza Ba’i always slept on the ground, according to the
custom for a widow, until she became very ill from rheumatic
pains ; after which she allowed herself a hard mattress, which
was placed on the ground ; a charpai being considered too great
a luxury.

She never smoked, which surprised me: having seen the
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called on me, and begged me to take her on board the Calcutta
steam-vessel, an object of great surprise to the natives.

9th.—The gentlemen of the Civil Service, and the military at
the Station, gave a farewell ball to the Lieutenant-Governor; I
was ill, and unable to attend. Oh! the pain of rheumatic fever !
The new Lieutenant-Governor arrived ; he gave a few dinners,
and received them in return; after which Allahabad subsided
into its usual quietude, enlivened now and then by a Bachelor’s
Ball.

1836, Jan. 16th.—The Baiza Ba’l arrived at Allahabad, and
encamped about seven miles from our house, on the banks of
the Jumna, beyond the city. A few days after, the Brija Ba’,
one of her ladies, came to me, to say her Highness wished to
see me ; accordingly I went to her encampment. She was out
of spirits, very unhappy and uncomfortable, but expressed much
pleasure at my arrival.

Feb. 5th.—Her Highness requested the steam-vessel should
be sent up the river, opposite her tents; she went on board, and
was much pleased, asked a great many questions respecting the
steam and machinery, and went a short distance up the river.
Capt. Ross accompanied her Highness to Allahabad, and remained
there in charge of her, whilst her fate was being decided by the
Government.

9th.—The Ba’l gave a dinner party at her tents to twenty of
the civilians and the military ; in the evening there was a nich,
and fireworks were displayed; the ex-Queen appeared much
pleased.

There is a very extensive enclosure at Allahabad, called Sultan
Khusrt’s garden ; tents had been sent there, and pitched under
some magnificent tamarind trees, where a large party were assem-
bled at tiffin, when the Ba'i sent down a Mahratta dinner, to
add to the entertainment. In the evening, her two rhinoceroses
arrived ; they fought one another rather fiercely; it was
an amusement for the party. Captain Ross having quitted
Allahabad, Mr. Scott took charge of her Highness.

March lst—The Brija Ba’l called to request me to assist
them in giving a dinner party to the Station, for which the
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A EAFIR WARRIOR.

1843, Aug.—The portrait of the Kafir warrior in the sketch re-
presents him with his shield of leather, of which the proper height
when placed on the ground is to reach to the chin; his assegai
or spear is in his hand, high feathers adorn his head, and we will
suppose he has left his kaross in his hut, it being the only,
and the garment usually worn by the Kafirs. This sketch of an
African Warrior may prove acceptable, as the war now being
carried on excites so much interest in England. I heard that
the dragoons were much disgusted at being forced to ride down
and shoot the Kafirs; who,—although they fight well,—if they
are overtaken in flight, throw themselves on the ground, and

plead for life. They are tall, fine, and powerful men, and their
VOL. II. BDb
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colour a good clear brown. I have heard it asserted that the
Kafirs never eat salt ; if it be true, it is a most remarkable
singularity. The only garment worn by them is the kaross:
for one made of the skin of the wild-cat, consisting of fourteen
skins, they demand in Cape Town three pounds fifteen shillings ;
for one of the skin of the red jackal, containing sixteen skins,
and very large, four pounds. A riding-whip of the rhinoceros or
hippopotamus hide, called a sjambok, costs three shillings and
sixpence, which, considering that the price on the frontier 1s four-
pence halfpenny, is a tolerably good per centage. At least, this
is the price demanded from Indians, who appear to be the
natural prey of the people at the Cape, who are leagued together
to pluck the Hindids. There is one price for the English,
one for the Dutch, and one for the Africanders.

The manner in which the skins of the red jackals are pre-
pared by the Kafirs is remarkable ; the skin, which is originally
very thick and coarse, is rubbed down with a stone until it
becomes very thin, soft, and delicate ; and the way in which the
skins are sewed together to form the kaross or mantle is excellent,
the workmanship is so neat and so good. The Kafir wears the fur
of this garment next to his own skin during the winter, and in the
summer he wears the fur outside for the sake of coolness.

The corassa nut, or vegetable ivory, is unknown in Cape
Town. In London they told me it was brought from America,
and also from the Cape ; I took a specimen with me and showed
it to the people, but found it was utterly unknown there.

13th.—Very cold, rainy, and windy weather,—the middle of
the Cape winter—thermometer 53°,—very sharp and bitter, after
heavy rains for some days; rheumatic and nervous complaints
prevalent.

19¢h.—Collected shells off the second lighthouse at Green
Point ; sea eggs, of all colours and most brilliant tints, were in
large quantities; the waves beat beautifully over the rocks, and
the shore was delightful.

21st.—Very much warmer weather, quite the heat of an
Indian hot wind,—by far too hot to venture out in the sun.

22nd.—What can be more suddenly changeable than the
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an almost dry bed before the ruins. Visited the old baoli
(well), which is beautified by age: down the centre of it hang
long pendant shoots of the banyan, and the roots of trees:
thence I proceeded to the tombs of the Europeans, and to the
gateway. Several cows were quietly ruminating under the black
marble arches of the verandah of the palace that overlooks the
river. The steamers take in their coal a mile below, and there-
fore do not destroy the beauty of the old ruins with their smoke,
and steam, and Birmingham appearance. The Hills are distant
about five miles inland. Myriads of minute insects are in great
number ; they fill my nose like snuff, and get into my eyes and
ears, and torment me so much, I find it almost impossible to
write ; they fill my teacup, and absolutely are giving forth a
vile odour from the numbers that have found death around the
flame of the candle.

30th.—The early morning was delightful—the weather much
cooler and more agreeable. Laid in fresh stores—found remark-
ably fine fowls and good yams—sailed at 4 p.uM., lugdoed at 7,
on a sandbank—nhere the insects are but few, and do not annoy
me as they did last night. Crocodiles abound, and are showing
themselves continually, swimming low in the water. 'We passed
near this place a village full of a caste of people who live on
crocodile flesh. My dandis say they understand it smells rank,
and is very hard. Twice this evening I heard a shrill peculiar
scream, and on remarking it to the men, they said it was the
cry of the crocodile. Twenty-one miles above Rajmahal and
two miles below Sikri-gali Hill and Point, says the ‘ Cal-
cutta Directory,” is the beautiful Mootee Jhurna waterfall ; it is
visible on the eastern side of the Hills. I neither saw nor
visited it.

31st.—Anchored at sunset at Sikri-gali—landed and walked
to the bungalow. The French indigo planter had quitted the
place ; the house was uninhabited ; had he been there, he would

have exclaimed,
“ Voila Madame, qui arrive

kL
L |

Pour encore visiter mes tigres

Walked on a short distance to have a view of the Hills, and
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to recall the memory of the Hill-man and his Zeri (wife) : saw
some beautiful goats in the village, which the people refused to
sell, although I bribed them high. Wood and charcoal was
cheap and plentiful ; nothing else was to be procured. A
number of jackals were roaming and howling in the village.
The point of Sikri-gali is very picturesque from the river.
The indigo factor’s bungalow would be an excellent shooting
box. It is said the Jharna waterfall and the Himalaya moun-
tains are visible at times from Rajmahal; I have never seen
either. Bears, tigers, rhinoceroses, leopards, hogs, deer of all
kinds, abound here, and feathered game in the Hills. Steamers
pass in ten days and a half in the dry season from Calcutta.

Nov. 1st.—Quitted Sikri-gali early; the river very rapid,
nothing but dreary sandbanks, with a distant view of the Hills.
Porpoises gambolling in plenty.

2nd.—Fish in abundance for sale on the bank at Kantnagar;
a dreary day; anchored on a sandbank,—insects detestable,—
the thermometer at ten A.m. only 70°.

3rd.—Saw a herd of buffaloes swimming the river—about one
hundred head; the men swam with them, each holding on by a
buffalo’s tail, with his clothes carried high in the air in one
hand. Some of the men had bamboos, with which they beat
and urged the animals to swim. When I first caught sight of
them I took them for a reef of low black rocks, the black heads
were so numerous and so mixed together. ILate in the evening
saw the rocks of Colgong ; tracked up the left bank of the river,
aided by a good breeze ; the force of the stream here is excessive,
and 1t was a great piece of good fortune we had a fair wind to
aid us ; anchored in darkness about a mile below Kuhulgaon—
that 1s, Colgong.

The “ Directory” says, ‘* Fifty-eight miles above Rajmahal, on
the left bank of the river, is the junction of the Koosie river.
On the Nepaul part of the Himalaya, nearly opposite, is the
Patturgatta Hill, with one or two temples, and is noted in native
tradition for a cave (only a small hole), into which, it is said, a
Rajah, with an immense suite, and one lakh of torch-bearers,
entered, and never returned ;—such is the story of the attending
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