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the bridegroom then marks her forehead with red paint, links his

httle finger in hers, and leads her to his house. The usual mode

of making oath is to plant two arrows in the ground thus, the

person swearing taking the blade of one and the feather of the

other between his finger and thumb. On solemn occasions, how-

ever, salt is put on the blade of a sabre, and after the words of the

oath are repeated, the blade being placed on the under lip of the

person sworn, the salt is washed into his mouth by him who

administers it.

Thus far I have learnt from Captain Graham ; Mr. Corrie tells
me that further particulars of this interesting race are given in the

Calcutta Annual Register for 1821 ; what follows I learnt from
different persons in the course of the day.
The Hill country is very beautiful, and naturally fertile, but in

many parts of it there is a great scarcity of water, a want which the

people urge as an excuse for their neglect of bathing. As so much

rain falls, this might and would by a civilized people be remedied,

but the Puharrees neither make tanks, nor have any instrument

proper for digging wells. The thick jungle makes the hills un-

wholesome to Europeans during the rains, but at other times the

climate is extremely agreeable, and in winter more than agreeably

cold. Mr. Chalmers one night had a jug of water completely
frozen over to a considerable thickness in his tent, and close to

his bed. The Puharrees are a healthy race, but the small-pox
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used to make dreadful ravages among them. Vaccination has now

been generally introduced ; they were very thankful for i
t, bringing

their children from thirty and fifty miles off to Boglipoor to obtain

it. Wild animals of all kinds are extremely abundant, from the

jackall to the tyger, and from the deer to the elephant and

rhinoceros. Their way of destroying the large animals is,

generally, by poisoned arrows. The poison is a gum which they

purchase from the Garrows, a people who inhabit the mountains

to the north of Silhet, at Peer-pointee fair.
Xo attempt has yet been made to introduce them to the

knowledge of Christianity. The school at Boglipoor has scarcely
been in activity for more than 18 months, and being supported by
Government, it cannot, in conformity with the policy which they

pursue, be made a means of conversion. Mr. Corrie is strongly

disposed to recommend the establishment of a INIissionary at

Boglipoor ; but I am myself inclined to prefer sending him
immediately, (or as soon as he may have gained some knowledge

of the Pubarree language,) into one of the mountain villages.

I also would wish to employ some person to accompany the
INIissionary or Schoolmaster, who may instruct the natives in

weaving or pottery ; and to choose, in either of these capacities,
some one who had himself a little knowledge of gardening.
Civilization and instruction w^ill thus go hand in hand,—or rather,
the one will lead the way to the other, and they will think the

better of a rehgion whose professors are seriously active in pro-

moting their temporal interests. The Puharrees seem to have no

prejudices hostile to Christianity, any other than those which men

will always have against a system of religion which requires a

greater degree of holiness than they find it convenient to practise.
The discreet exertions of Missionaries among them will give no

offence either to Hindoos or Mussulmans, and a beginning may
thus be made to the introduction both of Christianity and civili-

zation, through all the kindred tribes of Gundvvana and the

Western Bheels, who are, at this moment, in the same habits of
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We left Cawnpoor on Monday afternoon, the 18th of October,

having sent our baggage and tents early in the morning to the first

station, which is only six miles from the northern bank of the

Ganges, the passage of which, by camels and elephants, usually
takes up a considerable space of time. The Ganges is still a
noble stream ; its width, at the usual place of ferrying, is

, I should
think, not far from a mile and a half, but it is divided at this season

by a large sand-bank, and the water is in many places shallow. Its
banks on both sides are flat and ugly, but the southern side has

the advantage in its numerous bungalows, surrounded by their

respective gardens. We had heard much of the misgoverned and
desolate state of the kingdom of Oude ; boats had been recently
menaced, in their way to Cawnpoor, by some of the villagers
adjoining the river, and my guard had been increased, without

any application from me, from thirty to forty-five sepoys, by the

obliging care of General Martindell. The immediate vicinity of
the river we certainly found uncultivated, and the peasants who

passed us here were still more universally loaded with defensive and
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from him I obtained much information as to the manners and
customs of northern India. The King very good naturedly sent
an elephant every morning for Mr. Lushington and myself, and a
chariot for the Corries, that we might see the sights of Lucknow

to more advantage. There is a menagerie with a greater number

of scarce and curious animals, but in far worse order, than that
at Barrackpoor ; and on the other side of the river Goomty, in

a well-wooded park, is a large collection of different varieties of

cows, camels, and deer, and five or six very large rhinoceroses, the

first animals of the kind I ever saw, and of which I found that
prints and drawings had given me a very imperfect conception.

They are more bulky animals, and of a darker colour, than I had
supposed, and the thickness of the folds of their impenetrable
skin much surpasses all which I had expected. These at Lucknow
are gentle and quiet animals, except that one of them has a feud

with horses. They seem to propagate in captivity without

reluctance, and I should conceive might be available to carry bur-
thens as well as the elephant, except that, as their pace is still

slower than his, their use could only be applicable to very great

weights, and very gentle travelling. These have sometimes had

howdahs on them, and were once fastened in a carriage, but only

as an experiment which was never followed up. There is
,

on the

same side of the river, a poultry-yard of beautiful pigeons ; and on

the river itself is a steam-boat, a vessel fitted up like a brig of

war, and other things which shew the King to be fond of mecha-
nical inventions. He has, indeed, a very skilful mechanist, an

English officer, in his service, and is himself said to know more of

the science, and of the different branches of philosophy connected

with it
,

than could be expected in a person who understands no

European language.

Another pleasant ride is to " Dil-koushar," Heart's Delight,

a small summer palace of the King's, about three miles from the

city. The house is small and ugly, with a high front like a

grenadier's cap, and two low wings, like some of the old French
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successive parties of the principal persons of the city advanced to
meet us, beginning with a young man whom Mr. WilHams intro-
duced to me as secretary to the Raja and son of the brahmin
Vakeel Shastree, whom the Peishwa, Bajee Rao, murdered by the
advice of Trimbukjee, and thence proceeding through the different

gradations of bankers and financial men, military officers, (of whom

many were Patans,) according to their ranks. Vakeels of foreign
states, ministers, ending with the prime minister, (all of whom
were brahmins) the Raja's brother-in-law, his nephew^ a little boy
of six years old, the Raja's brother, the heir-apparent, a child also
of about six, and the Maharaja himself, a short stout-built young
man, of twenty-seven years old. The usual forms of introduction
and enquiries after health followed, and his Highness, after asking
when I would come to see him, for which I fixed Monday evening,
remounted his elephant, and we proceeded different ways into the

city, which is large and populous, with tolerably wide streets and

very high houses, at least for India, chiefly built of wood, which I
had not seen for a long time, wdth tiled sloping roofs, and roics

along the streets something like those of Chester. The palace,
which is a large shabby building, close to the street, four stories

high, with wooden galleries projecting over each other, is quite a

specimen of this kind. There are some tolerable pagodas, but no

other building which can be admired. The streets are dirty, with

many swine running up and down, and no signs of wealth, though,
as I was told, there was a good deal of its reality, both among the
bankers and principal tradesmen. The Residency is a large ugly
house without verandahs, and painted blue, as stuccoed houses

sometimes are in England. It was at this time under repair, and
Mr. Williams, with his sister, were encamped in a grove of

mangoes about a mile from the city ; our tents were pitched near

his. In passing through the city I saw two very fine hunting
tygers in silver chains, and a rhinoceros (the present ofLordAmherst

to the Guicwar) which is so tame as to be ridden by a mohout,

quite as patiently as an elephant. There were also some very
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striking groupes of the native horsemen, who thronged the street

hke a fair ; one of them, a very tall and large man on a powerful
horse, was cased completely in chain armour, like the figure repre-

senting a crusader at the exhibition of ancient armour in Pail-
Mall. He had also a long spear shod with silver, a very large
shield of transparent rhinoceros-hide, also with silver studs, and

was altogether a most shewy and picturesque cavalier. Many of

the others had helmets, vant-braces, gauntlets, &c. but none were

so perfectly armed as he was.

During our ride Mr. Williams introduced to me more parti-
cularly the officer with the splendid equipment who came to meet

me, by the name of Namdar Khan, a native of Persia, and Com-
mander of the Residency escort. He had been aide-du-camp to

Sir John Malcolm during the Pindarree war, and was a man of

very distinguished and desperate bravery, though, certainly, the

greatest coxcomb, as he was also one of the handsomest young
men I ever saw. Nothing could exceed the smartness of his
embroidery, the spotless purity of his broad belts, the art with

which his eyelids were blackened with antimony, his short curling
beard, whiskers, and single love-lock, polished with rose-oil, or

the more military and becoming polish of his sword, pistols, and

dagger ; he held his bridle with his right hand, having lost the

other by the bursting of a gun. He had, however, an artificial
hand made in Baroda, which, so far as show was concerned, and

when covered like the other with a white military glove, did very
well, but which enhanced the merit of its wearer's excellent horse-

manship, since it must have made the management of his charger
more difficult. In his instance, and in that of many other natives of
rank who had been introduced to me this morning, I already per-
ceived what I had afterwards abundant opportunity of observing,
that they associated with Europeans and were treated by them

on much more equality and familiarity than is usual in Hindostan.

Some of this may arise from the frank and friendly manner which

distinguishes Mr. Williams individually, as well as the unusual


	1828 Heber Travels vol 01 001
	Title Page

	1828 Heber Travels vol 01 213
	1828 Heber Travels vol 01 214
	1828 Heber Travels vol 01 368
	1828 Heber Travels vol 01 381
	1828 Heber Travels vol 02 001
	Title Page

	1828 Heber Travels vol 02 125 Baroda
	1828 Heber Travels vol 02 126 Baroda

