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Ella, the first Indian rhinocerss horn at the Brons Zoo,
strills through Wild Asia®s Chitawan Valley with lies
mother Finkie,

Report of the President

“For it was never intended, from the beginning, that the Zoologi-
cal Society’s interests should be bounded by the fences around
the Zoo and the Aquarium.” So wrote Fairfield Osborn, the
Society's illustrious sixth president, in 1948, and his words con-
tinue to guide and inspire the Society's activities today.

Entering its ninety-second year, the New York Zoological Society,
while firmly based at the Bronx Zoo and New York Aquarium, is
more than ever involved bevond their fences. Ties between our
New York bases and the worldwide efforts of Wildlife Conserva-
tion International continue to grow stronger. Educational pro-
grams, such as the Zoo’s Wildlife Inquiry Through Zoo Education,
reach tens of thousands of schoolchildren in metropolitan New
York and across the country. WIZE was also recently introduced
abroad, in the Central American country of Belize. In the past
vear, the Society has helped to formulate conservation legislation
in New York State and has collaborated in saving two bird
species, through captive breeding, that had become extinct on
the island of Guam. The necessity for global involvement is
reflected as well in the award of the Society’s Gold Medal to
British conservationist Dr. Norman Myers, who has done so
much to broadcast the plight of the world's ecosystems and to
propose action for their survival,

Even within the Zoo and Aquarium, the message is one of reach-
ing out. In JungleWorld's first full yvear, nearly 700,000 people
walked through its magniticent habitats and learned about the
importance of saving the world's tropical forests. Animal King-
dom, coming into its own as one of the country's premier wild-
lite magazines, reached a rapidly growing audience of nearly
150,000 readers each month, including the members of 38
zoological societies around the country.

To an encouraging degree, this year of involvement has been
matched by the involvement of friends and supporters of the
Society. Literally extending the Society's interests bevond the
fences of the Bronx Zoo and New York Aquarium is the Central
Park Zoo, for which a number of generous gifts were received.
Qutstanding among them were Milton and Carroll Petrie's pledge
of &1 million for the Tropic Zone Building, a total of $1.393
million from funds associated with the late Lila Acheson Wallace
and the Reader’s Digest, and a challenge grant of $400,000 from
The Kresge Foundation. Other capital contributions included
£250,000 from the Dunlevy Milbank Foundation tor the

Aquarium's Discovery Cove, and $1 million from the Robert
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New York Zoological Park

Mammalogy

Evolution in the jungle

In its first year JungleWorld has proved to be a
dynamic, ever-changing, hiving environment. The
flora and fauna have fully acclhimated to their new
home and have also begun to grow and reproduce. As
in mature, growth and reproduction are indications of
SUCCESS.

Among the mammals that inhabit JungleWorld, the
grearest reproductive suceess thus tar has been
achieved by the troop of silvered leal monkeys. Five
erowing youngsters, horn in the exhibit since
MNovember, clamber over the buttress-root trees,
tamgled lianas, and rocky ledges of the Lowland Ever-
ereen Bain Forest, This rmpul;mun INCTEASE 15 espoe-
cially gratifying because, of all the mammals living in
jungleWaorld, only the silvered leat monkeys were
hrought from the wild, Establishing the troop required
two grucling trips to Indonesia by General Curator
fames Doherty and nearly twelve months of caretul
monitoring by the Mammalogy and Animal Health
spaffs, The five babv monkevs represent the culmina-
tion of these human efforts—and the beginnings ot a
viahle program for the only breeding captive group of
this species in the United States

Livinig in the Bornean Mangrove Forest is a pair of
small-clawed otters acquired brom the Rotterdam Zoo
and the Mational Zoa in Washingion, 12.C, OF the
fitteen species of otters distributed worldwide, the
Astan small-clawed otter 15 both the smallest and one
of the most endangered. It 15 one of thiny-five
cridangered animals that the Amencan Assocation of
Zoological Parks and Aquariums has designated with
Species Survival Plan [55P) status. As participants in
the 550 cffort to breed chese rare mammals, the
Mammalogy Department staff were elated at the hireh
of four female otter pups on December 13, Through-
out the spring, many Bronx Zoo visitors cnjoved the
playvtul antics of the voungsters, Most important
however, will be the pups’ future contributions to the
survival of the species.

Other JunegleWorld residents that have adjusted espe-
crally well 1o their new surroundings include
proboscis mionkevs, white-checked gibbons, Malavan
tapirs, mouse deer, and slow lorises, Several of the
proboscis monkeyvs, which are unusual both for ther
pendulous moses and their swimming abilivy, finally
began to swim occasionally in their mangrove lagoon.
The white-checked gibbons now travel arm-=over-arm
through the lianas of the Lower Montane Rain Forest,
sometimes at amazing speeds and always with utmost

grace. The pair of rare Malayan tapirs seem par-
ticalarly relaxed lving along the riverbank heneach
the white-cheeked gibhons’ arbareal hilltop. A pair of
slow lorises and a pair of mouse deer are on a “reverse
light schedule ' enabling JTungleWorld visnors 1o
ohserve these normally nocturnal mammals during
davtime hours,

Ella and Alisa

On December 11, 1984, Indian rhinos Mavang Kumari
(Pinkie] and Heiner were obzerved breeding durng a
twenty-four-hour watch by Senior Keepers Robert
Terracuso and Patrick Thomas, For more than three
vears the staff had made many attempts to bring
together these rather salitary anomals, or others inthe
group, at the optimal time for mating As a result of
this breeding, and after a gestation pericd of 484 davs,
Ella |named for the late NYZS Vice-president Ella
Foshay) was born on April 9 1986, The Hest ehino-
ceros born at the Bronx Zoo, Ella is one of only
tweney-nine Indian rhines currently living in
Morthern American zoos, Unfortunately, in India and
MNepal where there were once hundreds of thousands
of free-ranging Indian rhinos, today only 1, 800 survive,
thus, the importance of maintaining a selt-sustaining
breeding group in captivity, Ella weighed a delicate
107 pounds at birth, but will continue o grow ontil
she reaches her adult weight of 4 500 pounds in
about cight years

Bocky and his mother Adrienne bawe delighted large crowds ai
the Sea Lion Poal since his birth on June 5, 1986,

|

The long-1erm renovation of Astor got daderway
with wark on the Elephant House [top),
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