
SUMATRAN RHINO BIRTH BRINGS NEW HOPE FOR THE SPECIES 
 

 
 
 
 

The Indonesia Ministry of Environment and Forestry has announced the birth of a 

new female Sumatran rhino calf at the Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary (SRS) in Way 

Kambas National Park in Sumatra, on Thursday, March 24, 2022.  

There are fewer than 80 Sumatran rhinos left in the world, living in small populations on 

the islands of Sumatra and Borneo in Indonesia. The new calf represents hope for this 

Critically Endangered species and is the result of the dedication by the Ministry of 

Environment and Forestry to the Indonesian government’s national rhino breeding 

program.  

The Director General of Natural Resources and Ecosystem Conservation of the Ministry of 

Environment and Forestry (MOEF), Wiratno, announced that the mother of the new calf 

is Rosa, and the father is Andatu. The birth of Rosa's calf has increased the number of 

rhinos at the SRS to eight. In addition to Rosa, other rhinos currently occupying the SRS 



are Bina (female), Ratu (female), Andalas (male), Harapan (male), Andatu (male), and 

Delilah (female).  

"The birth of the Sumatran rhino is good news amid the efforts of the Indonesian 

government and partners to increase the Sumatran rhino population," said Wiratno. “My 

deep gratitude for the work of the team of veterinarians and keepers who have 

continuously monitored the development of rhino Rosa's pregnancy and postnatal care.”  

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

The entire birth process, as well as the postnatal health of the mother and calf, was supervised by a 

team of SRS veterinarians from the Indonesian Rhino Foundation (Yayasan Badak Indonesia, or 

YABI), with support from other Indonesian and international veterinarians.  

This birth was particularly momentous as Rosa had previously lost eight pregnancies. This is also 

the first Sumatran rhino born from a parent, Andatu, who was himself born in the conservation 

breeding program.  

“The Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary in Way Kambas National Park is the only place for the Sumatran 

rhino to breed naturally with the support of technology and collaboration of expertise, both from 

within and outside the country. The SRS seeks to produce as many young Sumatran rhinos as 

possible, according to safe conditions to maintain the survival of the Sumatran rhino species which is 

now threatened with extinction," said Wiratno. "With the birth of the calf of Rosa at SRS TNWK, 

we hope to continue to receive happy news from the births of other Sumatran rhinos in the 

future."  



In 1996, the International Rhino Foundation (IRF) funded the building of the 250-acre Sumatran 

Rhino Sanctuary in partnership with YABI, who currently manages the SRS, the MOEF, Way 

Kambas National Park and Taman Safari International, and the IRF has continued to support the 

sanctuary for the past 25 years. We would like to thank the Government of Indonesia, YABI and 

especially our donors and partners around the world for working together to save the Sumatran rhino 

for future generations.  

To learn more about the Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary and its rhinos please visit the International 
Rhino Foundation website at http://rhinos.org 
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