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MISCELLANEOUS TRACTS.

blers, (in which performances the
Hindus are expert adepts,) and
dances of the natives, wile away
the time, and beguile it not unplea-
fantly to the hour of fupper, the
principal meal ; when a repaft, en.
livened by every elevation of fpirit
and kindly difpofition that cancon.
duce to promote humour and
feftive hilarity, terminates the day,

Thefe partics generally continuc,
with fome variation in the amufe-
ments, filteen or twenty days; and
the diffolution of them is as gene-
rally lamented, with heart-felt re.
gret, by the individuals who com.
pofe them.

From the Calcutia Monthly Your.
naly Doiember 14, 1705.

As a party of gentlemen were in
purfuit of {nipe, 1 the vicinity of
Dum-dum, they moft uncxpetedly
roufed a royal tiger. The animal
immediately feized on the firft per.
fon near him, whish happened to be
a native fervant, who was carrying
a gun, and killed him on the fpot.

Tke gentlemen, alarmed as they
were, did not retire from the place
where the accident happened, with-
out attempting to refcue the poor
fellow from the jaws of the monfter.
'They difcharged their pieces at him;
but, as they were all loaded with
fmall fhot, they made no fenfible
impreflion on him : he continued to
devour his prey, until the {porting
party aflembled a number of the
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country le, who, by fhouting,
and bcatimf tom-toms, at lengfh
drove him off.

Intelligence of this unfortunate
affair was immediately difpatched
to Calcutta, for the information of
fome keen fportfmen, who delighe
in the manly exercifc and dangerous
amufement of tiger-hunting; the
party was {oon formed, and the gen.
tlemen who compofed it proceeded
to the ground without delay, armed
for the purpofe, and mounted or
clephants.

Nor were they long in finding
out the ferocious® animal, who was
weltering in gorc when they came
upgwith him. An immediate at.
tack began ; but inftead of retreat.
ing, the tiger made a fuccefsful
{pring, and faitened upon one of the
clephants. The driver was pot,
however, difmaycd ; for, by a very
{evere blow ftruck wigh his hook on
a tender part of the enraged animal,
he forced him to quit his hold,

Several fhots were then fired at
him, and although moft of them
took place, yet none had touched a
vital part. The anirgal, however,
became furious beyond defcription,
running at and charging every thing
that came near him, unfT one of the
party, well knowpn for his prowefs,
as well as dexterity in the field,
intrepidly advanced upon him, and,
with a hog-fpear, pinned the grilly
monfter to the ground,

OF THE SPORTS OF THE FIELD IN HINDUSTAN.
. (Communicated by Colanel G. Inonsipr.)

Txe men of rank and fortune
amohgft the natives of Hinduftan,
hefides falconers, fowlérs, fithermen,
huntfmen, and gangs of game-keep.
ers, for the chafe, and other dif-
ferent fports, entertain alfo perfons

virfed in the pralticoof cat-hing
animals by allurement, difguife, og-
{naring, ambufh, fafcination, and
other ftratagems and devices, where.
in are employed a cBnfiderable num.
ber of different infruments and im-

*Bs plements
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lements of enticement, conftraint,
smitation, and infatuation,

Amongt others, when they are
defirous of taking jackalls alive,
two men approach theur boles or
covert, and begin mimicking the
vries of the youny oncs, w hile they
gambol and pliy abour : this yelp-
ing noife foon mveigles the e,
who advancing, is enrangled 1 a
{nare laid for the purpafe 5 on con-
tinuing the fame kind of fqualling,
the feinale {foon follows her mate,
and is entrapped in the hike manner,

Of Fifbing.

Fifa are caught in Rengal, by
lacing a hundle of rufhy buthes or
Ei?im in the water over night ; alfp,
by furrounding a lurge extent of
fhallow water with mats, and then
contrating the fpace “till hand nets

gan be ufed with effect.

Small fith are caught in fmall ri-
volets or lakes, jn Bengal, by making
a ..oife with fmall heﬁs or fticks, in
pne baat, and driving the fith by
that means towards another.

Of Fowling,

Small birds arc taken by fowl.
ers, by fixing-one hollow and very
flender reed into another rather
thicker, (like the joints of a fithing
rod, )touched with bird-lime, thatin-
to a third, and {o or, till the firt be
long enough, by being infinuated
among the boughs with a quick mo.
tion, to touch the bird aimed at,
Or a fmall arrow, or clay ball, is
put into a long tube, and the bird
ftruck with it by a blaft from the
mouth. Or they are killed with a
pellet bow, which is a common how
with twoftrings, feparated by a finall
flerdder bit of ftick, near which is
fixéd-a bir of “loather o receive the

et.  The aim of this inftrument
«#% more certain than that of aay
pther miffilc weagon,

Wild fowl arc caught in Perfia
by perfons who go in the night near
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marfthy ruthy places, and difplay on
a fnidden many lights on the ftern
of the boats; then ringing {mall
bells, the birds are trightened, and
fly 'nto their very hands.

Wild ducks, and nther water
(owl, arc caught in Hirduftan by
people wading or (wimming the
likes, cither with an earthen pot
over their heads, or the artficial re-
prefentatioff of a duck, fafhioned fo
as toput on like a cap; by which
contrivance they get clofe enough
to geele, widgeon, teal, &c. to pull
thein by the feet under water, till
they have filled a girdle made of
netting, or tied or twifted one of
their wings, {o as to let them floar,
without hazarding their efcape, up-
on the furface of the water. And
this they effeét without much dif-
turbance among the reft of the flocks
on the lake; and fo eafily, and in
{fuch abundance, as to afford them for
a penny or three.halfpence a-piece.

Of Hunimng.

In order todeftroy the rhinoceros,
when he ravages the corn and her-
bage, pi.-falls arc made; but they
are feldom caught alive, except when
}ﬂ’ﬂng-

Of catching Tigers.

To catch rigers and leopards
feveral contrivances are employed,
‘The moft common aré, a large trap
(not unlike a rat-trap) baited with
a live kid, caged at onc end of the
t-ap, and thus fecured from feizure.
Or a large bamboo bow is ftretched
oppofite the animal’s :c-:':hﬂ-q%ned
haunt, armed wifn along bar
arrow, A fimall thread is then laid
acrofs the truck, commuuicating
with the bow ftrirg, which, when-
cver it 1» hampered or contratted,
difcharges an arrow with a violence

that feldom fails to pierce and to
deftroy its objedt.

Of the Tiger Baw.
Firft direitiom—This bow con-
fifts,



MISCELLANEOUS TRACTS,

filts, 1ft, of a ftrong bamboo, about
fix feet long, and halt an inch thick,
w ith a {mall rope for a ftring. 2d, Of
a feparate ftick, about one inch fyuare
and two and a half feet long ; twoop.
pofite fides whereof are cut through,
from the upper end, two thirds of
the way down. ‘This flit is in the
middle, and one-third of an inch
wide. 3d. A loop 1is faitened to
the {lit ftick, by a cord, imft hdng..
ing over the upper end of the flit.
4th. To the other end of this cord,
which is about one foo! ir: length, 13
ticd a fmall round ftick, notquitdthe
third of an inch thick, and fix inches
long. sth. One-third down theflit is
a{mall peg, which paffes through the
flit of the fquare ftick, 1n the mid-
dle, tranfverfely. Oth. From the
mF of the fmall round ftick depends
a {fmall flat pin, two inches long,
by a ftring, one foot in length. 7th.
‘There is a fmall ftring tied rather
loofely over the ftiu.ue ftick, and
alfo a very thin" flight bit of
bamhoo, one inch long, and the
tenth of an inch broad ; to the mid-
dle of which is faftened a green filk
or cotton thread, about feven feet
long, to be employed as hereafter
dire¢ted. 8th. A long barbed ar.,
row is prepared, and the point me-
dicared with poifon.

Second dired@ion.—1ft. Hold the
{eparate {quare ftick with loop up-
wards, and the point towards the
bow; put the ftring of the bow
under the loop. w

ed, Mt the end of the {mall

»d fick through the loop, and,a
nttle way into the hollow of the flit.

sd. Cpnvey the fmall flat pin, firft
under the peg which croffes the flir,
and then puth she upper end of 1t a
little back, over the peg.

4th, Place the poinit of the fmall
flat pin upon a ftring tied rather
loofely over the fquare ftick for
that purpofe, fo as flightly and tem-

poranly to reft upon 11,
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sth. Stretch the bow with the
fquare ftick thus prepared ; the op-
per end whercof then notches into
the ftring, and the other refts firmly
upon the infide of the bow itfelf,

6th. Then place the bow in a
bufh, or grafs, on crefs ficks (form.
ed to [upport it), two feer from the
ground, on one fide of a path fre.
guented by tigers, wolves, hyanas,
&c.

sths 'The barbed arrow is to be
laid exalily in the direction of the
fquare (e ftick, with its notch in
the bow firing,

gth. Remove the firine whereon
the fimall flac pin temporarily refted,
and fubflitute the flight bat of bam.
boo®above mentioned in irs ftead.

gth. Carry rhe green itring acrofs
the path, und ticvit flightly to a bufh,
or grafs, on the other fide.

On any wild beaft touching the
ftring, it draws away the bit of
hambao which fupported the point of
the flat pin; the pin immediately
flies up fromthe pey, which occafions
the fmall round flick to give way ;
that of courfe loofens the ftring of
the bow, which forces away the ar-
row dircétly forward, Avd drives, ae
the fame time, the fquare flir flick

backwards, th¢ whole th rating,
and at once tumbling 1eces.
¢ The Arabs,* {ays Dr. Shaw,

‘“ do not fpring game with dogs,
but, fhading themfclves with a piece
of canvas, ftretched wpon two
reeds, into the fhape of a door,
they walk through avenues where
they expett to fiud it. 'The can.
vas 1s ufually fpottud, or dpainttd
with the figure of a leopard; and,
a little below the top, there is
onc or more holes fgr the fowler
to look through, ard fee what
paffes before him. Quails, aad
fuch like birds as fecd 1n flocks,
will, u fight gof the canvas,
ftand ftill, and look afonifhed.
This gives a fportfman an op-

poctunity
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tunity of coming v near
fl::m, aiﬂ then rtﬂ%ng E:{t CdN-
vas upon the ground, and direct-
ing the muzzle of his piece
through onc of the holes, knocks
down fometimes a whole covey
of them."

Inftances of the fame fort occur
frequently in Hinduftan; but it is
there atrribured, by the natives, to
the force of tafcination; for they
have obfcryved, that when deer or
peacocks perceive a tiger, (whafe
eyes, when either enraged, or keen
or eager for prey, appear as if emit-
ing fcintillations, ) they feem en-
chanted, look ftedfaftly at their ene-
mv, and kecp gradually and regu.
larly approaching, ull within “his
reach, when he {prings upon and
devours them. For rigrs, and other
animals of the feline fpecics, feldom
ﬂ“lﬁlﬁ their prey, not being very

eet, but winally e in ambufh for
t, Birds aed other ammals are
s.nown in like manner to be fafci-
nated by ferpents, whole cyes gene-
rally flath vibrations of vivid light.
Of this bewitching power in ugers
the mountaineers of Hinduftan avail
themfelves, particularly in the al.
lurement of peacocks. Upon a light
bamboo fiame, of the dimendions of
fix tect b}jﬁour, they faften a flight
painted canvas, coioured and ftreak-
ed like the fkin of a tiger, with a
hole near the top; concealed by this
fcreen, they tglnr.u: it neara flock of
peacocks, und oppofite to the fun, As
foan as the birds perceive the colour-
ed canvas, they advance towards 1r,
fometimes briftling up their crefts,
wings, and tails, tll the {portfman,
peinting his gun through the hole,
thcots Swm with unerring amm,

Oy catihuug Elephants.
#M'bere are two nwthade prac.
Wied in the provinces of 'Tipperah
#nd Sithet (eaft of Chitragong), 1o
caich clephants, One is bv three
ot four tame mile ones, (bred for the
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¢,) a female, and a young ele.
gnhar?\f led to the borders of a fgreﬂ',

where the wild ones, attrafted by
their cries, (and often, probably by
their{mell,) come near them, and are
furrounded by the tame omes, till
two or three of the riders, difmount-
ing, entangle their feet in firong
ropes, which they pin to the ground
or falten to trees till the prifoner
becomes gentle and obedient. The
other mode is to make a keddah, or
inclofure, by cncompafling a pretty
large fpace of ground near fome fpot
where elephants frequent, with ftakes
and boughs interwoven, except two
apertu.cs oppofitc to cach other;
then tofend feveral female and young
ones to enticc the males, Whena
{uthcient number are colleted, the
females, at a fignal, or with drivers
on their backs, make immcdiatcly
for the keddah, and pafs dircétly
through it: the wild ones fullow,
but are prevented pafiing through
by bars lioved bétween, to int. reept
their procceding further.  When
the whole are in, the bars on the
entrance fide are alfo clofed, and the
wild ones left a few days with little
or no feod, till they grow tame,
which they foon do, being in their
nature docile and traltable.

Nigh the mountains feparating
the provinces of Ouie and Rohil-
cund from Napaul, elephants are
caught by pit-falls; dr driven from
their haunts in the forefts, and then
furrounded by very numerous gangs
of profeffed hunters, brets to the
chace and caprure, of wild beaﬂ:hT.

There is ro part of the world,
perhaps, which produces game in
fuch diverfity and aburdance as
Bengal, where no foreft or other
laws exift for its prefervation. Be-
fides fiftcen foecies of deer, com.
prifing the antelope, the rocbuck,
the red-deer, the fmall moufe.deer,
the hog, or brifiled, and the mutk.
deer, there are wild hogs, hares, fe.

3 veral
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veral kinds of common partridge,
quails, peacocks, ort8lans, and hlack
partridge in plenty : wiid geefe, wild
ducks, teal, widgeon, water-hens,
« cranes, ftorks, aud fnipes, of fundry
fhapes, colours and fizes, together
with other aquaric fowl, are innu.
merable. The florekin too, (the
fame bird, I believe, that wasknown
in England in anticnt times, by the
name of Flanderking but of which
there are now no remains there, ) the
greateft delicacy and rarity for the
table, partaking of the flavour both
of the land and water foal, is Allo
met with here, but in no confider-
<hie quamtiry. Variety of &fh is
fupplicd alfo from a multitude of
riverys, crecks, lakes, and tanks, Dat
there are no pheafants in Bengal,
thongh the adjreent prov inces of
Capch-bzhar, 'l iooerah, and all the
nesghbouiing woods and mountaing
dh?ﬂing Ina: orrom Tarcary, abound
with tle sjported and {peckied, the
golden, and the Argus pheafant.
Oue fpecies of the latter kind are
of light blue, and another of 4 brown
colcur ; both of them have eves at
the cxtremity of the teathers over
their w hole body.

In the attack of the tiger, and
of the wild.buffulo, (the largeft of
animals next to the elephant) ele.
phants are emplpyed, wirh the addi.
tion fometimes of horfe ren, armed
with guns, fpcars, bows and arrows,
aud often with coars of mail.  'The
wolf and ithe wild boar arc chaled hye
dogs (a kand of lurchess,) followed
by hunt(men, armed with match.
~~¥5Cks, piftols ard lances, Both
greyliounds and falcons are bred

7

to purfue the antelope and the hare,
and the former afford excellent di-
verfion alfo, after the juckall, and 2
(mall kind of beauriful fox. Both
large and {mall hawks are fled at
partridge, quail, cranes, hcrons,
ftorks, and all forts of water-fowl.
The {fmall hawk fkims the lakes,
while the falcons, hovering averthe
brink of it, pounce upon their prey
the moment it flies over the ground.

Game of almoft every fpecies is,
indeed, fo frequent all over Hindu.
ftan,that a gentleman, namedKnight,
remarkablyfkilful in field fports, and
a celebrated mark (gan, would kill,
with bis own hand, in the fpace of
a fingle day, inclading deer, wild
lm[gl and peacocks, fuflicicnt to load
a {mall Hinduftan cart.

Some gentlemen have been at the
expenee of bringing hounds from
England ; but after the firlt feafon
their fcent degenerates, and they are
liable, as well as Eurepean {panicls
and pointers, to frequent diforders
in their bowcls, procecding from
the exceflive heats, which ﬁ:Em,dc-
ftroy them.

L he native monntaincers {ome.
times ufc their coutry.dogs as
hounds ; h;t tg;rlfccntlil not 1m:rg.v

ood, nor do titey hunt thep in large
fmck s -

In the chace of the oftrich,inAfrica,
at firft fetting off, the huntfmen are
left far behind the oftrich; but as he
proceeds on, he grows tired, and
then begins to run round in circles,
till at length, quite fatigued, he
hides his head in fome hole or dark
covert, and fuffers hinfclf to be
taken.

ACCOUNT OF FEATS OF STRENGTH, ACTIVITY, o¥D LEGER-
RFMAIN, IN HINDUSTAN,
(Communicated by Colonel G. Inowsine.)

Balancine,

F1vE carthen watcr-potsare placed

above each other npt;n a man’s head.
A young girl mounts upon the upper.
moft,
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