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R H I N O O E R O S
(DiceroوBicorniي)

Tana River, Kenya Colony

LL day we had been following the spoor andA:: it was drawing towards evening. But notone glimpse had we had of the great pachyderms.

Then we came on them suddenly in medium tall grass, where
evidently they had been sleeping during the most severe
heat of noon. As the wind was unfavourable, we had to
make a wide tack to get to leeward.
Slowly and cautiously we crept closer and soon dis

cowered that they were a cow and a calf, that had just got

to their feet and were now staring in our direction, But
the eyesight of the Rhinoceros, as is well known, is very
poor, and we creep on through the grass with our two
cameras. After a little we peep Over the grass and find the
position favourable. The two animals have not moved.
The tripod is se

t

u
p

and the film runs out foot after foot,
reproducing the two monsters._ We are scarcely fifty yards
away. And yet they stand still,
Then we take down the camera again, creep farther in

and soon have not more than about twenty yards between

u
s. For the second time the tripod is set u
p

and again the
film winds past the lens.
But b

y

this time the old cow is beginning to think our
behaviour in some way a

n aspersion o
n

her honour. With

a humorous grunting she starts straight a
t

u
s with head

down and tail in the air, The quickness o
f

these clumsy
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beasts is amazing, and it seemed as though a small loco
motive on a narrow-gauge track had Suddenly charged u

s.

There was nothing to d
o

but shoot, The cow fell
and the calf stood astonished, wondering why the mother
did not get u

p

again,

Then we went forward to take some pictures o
f

the
calf from a still nearer position, For we assumed that it

would b
e slow to quit the place after the mother fell,

just as we got the camera arranged, however, the
wounded rhinoceros came to, We were looking in '

another direction, and before we were aware o
f
it the cow

came rushing a
t

u
s

for the second time. Scarcely five yards

separated u
s,

In a flash rifle and shoulder came together.
There was no time to aim, The shot was almost entirelw a

random one. . The beast was then so close that, when it fell,

knocked over b
y
a lucky hit in the head, its horn was already

under one o
f

the legs o
f

the tripod, which o
f

course over
turned, The rhinoceros rolled over, dragging with it the
other camera also, which, however, was not injured in the
slightest degree, but fell between the cow's two fore-legs.

But the calf, which evidently considered this hullabaloo
too much for it

s nerves, had in the interval decamped,
preferring to put itself in safety.

The pictures given herewith are those salvaged from
the broken camera, where the film fortunately sustained n

o

injury worth mentioning.
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