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oAli JOSE, ANMNURICA'S CLEANEST Z0O by VMarvin Joneg

One of the most rapidly developing cities in the state of California is San Jose,
located south of San Francisco at the end of the great San Francisco Bay. Population has
Literally zoomed upward in recent yesrs, aind a drive on one of the cities Irecways
affords a constant view of new housing developments and indugtry. Situated on the outskirts
of the eity is the rather small San Jose Zoc, operated by the San Jose Zoological
wociety in conjunction with the municipal government. The director is Peter Batten, a
man of infinite skill in all areas of zoo management, and his attractive zoo sttests to
his abilities. There is no deubt that the zoo is the cleanest that this writer hes ever
seen, anywhere. It is probably unigue in that with the exception of admission, nothing is
sold by the zoo There are no food stands, souvenir shops, or feeding devices. In
addition, it has a staff that with the EECEEtan of the Director is totally female, no
doubt the orly zoo in the world with a 100% :female work force. The animals are in top
notch physical condition and each and every cage is gplck and span. While one does
“notice trash containers about the 200, .there is & total abserce of litter on the public
walzways, in the exhibits, and even in the behind the scenes areas. The latter are spark-—
“ling, and the off exhibit animals’ are given excellent care. Admittedly the zoo grounds
are very small, only a few acres, but the planting is well done, varied, and like the
wellways in teﬁ condition. Labelling is excellent, and several new signs have bEﬂn
recently introduced which offer to the serious minded vigitor about all he she needs
to know sbout the specific animal. There are cages, =s well as open cmrrals bht these
are large and adequate,

Admission is %.50 for adults, children 15 years and under are adnitted fres, and this
has been found sufficient to operate the zoo without any of the commercisl attractions
S0 many. zoos feel are necessary. I noted on the day of my visit in April of 1970 the
Tollowing animals on exhibit: several American Alligators, two very fine Llamas: several
Humboldt Penguins which were nesting in the fine gand provided for them; local California
Cormorants; two Ilorthern Fur Seals, one California Sea Idion and a rather large bull
California Sea Elephant sharing one large poal, the water of which was crystal clear;
one Bengal Tiger: a Lar Gibbon that came in 1963; several Red-billed Blue Magpies,
Buff-winged Trumpeter, Cuvier's Toucan, Troupial and Argus Phessants in a well planted
and quite large flight cage; a very fine Jaguar: two Malay Sun Bearg; several Small-
clawed Otters both from Bﬂrﬂﬁﬁ and Malaya; two Giant Anteaters in a large outdoor yard
with a pool and lots of turf, a really attractive exhibit for them: two Lions; False
Gavial; Indian Python; Two-banded Monitor (V. salvator); King Vulture, Rhinoceros Ubrnblll
Wreath~billed Hornbill in a large cage; severa: Black Pied Hornbills: Sumatran Herons:
Lesser Adjutant Stork: Small-toothed Plam Civets: and off exhibit the sole survivor of
some 56 Stellar Sea Lion pups captured a few months prior in Alaska by ABC Marineworld.
This female was hand fame, in magnificant cordition and with a really sleek coat.

The collection may be small, but is presented well, and Eﬂrtalﬂjy in' finc taste.

The many keepers are always present in tke afterncons by their exhibits to answer questions
about their charges. -

THE WHITH ?HIHU@ OF HILWAUKEE by Roger Martens

The information in this article was compiled from records and personal observation
of pachyderm supervisor Gordon Hintz, who accompanied these animals from the docks in
licw York to Milwaukee, and has worked with them ever since: also, by ageistant pachydern
supervisor Richard Pollnow, and kecpers Robert Scott and myself, who have taken care
or these animaleg for six, five,and four years respectively.

We received three African White Rhinos (Ceraththerium sirmum) on August 30, 1962,
from the Umfolosi Game Preserve in Natal; one male and two females. The African names
the animal dealer gave them were kept for the rhinos. The male is called Mtondo qiDﬂdG
{mnaulng pillar of strength} the females are Misenda fzeavy fﬂated} and lMelusha kEhe
herder) . They were estimated to be between two and four years of age and were under
Tive feet tall. Now the bull is five feet ten inches, and the others are a few inches
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shorter. Fach probably weighs around four to five thousand pounds:

The reat of that first summer and fall was gquite hectic, because the regular outaide
yards were not completed for the pachyderm buildings at this time. The moated elephant
yard was tried first, but did not work, because the rhinos would walk right up to
the edge and it appeared that they would fall off too easily. So, a small, temporary Jlog
pen was built where their yard is today. _

Tha ineside enclosurers are about twenty=five feet sguare, and are divided by two inch
steel bars. The rhinos are separated cvery night and sll winter. The only time they are
tmgnzpor is when they are in the outside yard. In spring they are let out when the temp—

erature reaches 40 degress I', and are kept inside in fall when the temperature remains
bﬂlﬁw Treering.

Their diet at firet was one guart crimped oats, one cup salit,one cup vitatone, one
loaf of bread, two banana=s, two apples, ons mangle, and one guart ground rhine pellets
por animal twice a day, plus alfalfa hay. This was gradually modified to what it is today,
which consists of two quarts bran, five to six carrots, esight beets, one large mangle,
eight to twelve apples, and four quarts rhino pellets plus one-third balec of alfalfa hay
" per feeding, morning and afterncon. Onec cup of vitatoene and salt is added to the after-
noon feeding.

Their disposition and temperament is similar to our Indian rhinos (see August-September
1969 ﬂ@wslﬂtﬁer}, The male and one female, Melusha, can be worked with directly, but
Ifisenda seems too jittery or aggressive to be in with her. However, she, toe, likes to be
potted or rubbed through the bars or partially opened deoor. When they are outside, it
ig a different story. There IMelushe is very hostile toward the others. She is a loner
out there and holds her own against the other two. _

4g for their likes and dislikes, all threes readily take to the mud hole they dug
Tor themselves in their yard. UﬂLGTtUﬂHtVLF, it is only large esnough for one at a time,
so the ﬂtujf? have to wait their turn or fight for it. Only on extremely hot days will =
they make use of s shallow, concrete bottom pool This pool will accomedate two of them.
They dD not care to stand under a shower or fine spray outside as cur Indian rhinos do.
During the winter months, we give them a shower once every two %o three wecks. Then they
secn to tolerate it for a while, but not any oftener than that. For extras skin care,
thoy are also sprayed with neatsfoct cil twice a year, in the. Spring and winter.

So far, therc have beecn no seriocus injuries duc to fighting, although Melusha bIDiG
off her anterior horn in a fight shortly after they arrived here. Bott fly larvac was
found thres months after arrival, and all were dewormed then. Other than that, they have
been in good health. . |

Breeding has not been successful, although several attempts have been made betwoen
iltondo and Misenda. Melusha will not accept any advances from the bull or have anything
to do with him whatsocever. To our knowledge, she has never had a heat pericd here. Ve
cannot set any pattern or cycles of heat periods, but when Misenda is in ocestrus, there
ig a wetness around the vaginal region and the bull will be following her around and rest=
ing his chin on her back and rump. When this is ncoticed, lclusha is hEPt inside.

The first attempt at breeding cccurred on lay 28, 1965, and continmued part of the
nawt day till lHsenda went out of heat. The btull would mount her, but no ceopulation
occurrad. : i ;

On July 25, and October 31, to Hovermber 2, 1965, courtship was displayed again, but
no bvutditb

n September 26,1966, Migenda came in heat again. This time they were left out all
nfgbt and partial penetration occurrsd, but no pregnancy resulted. Her period of oestrus
lagted apvrozimately thirty hours.

Again, on April 10,1968, Misenda came into heat. This time Mtondo was given twenty
tablets of metrandren, but, asgain, no positive results to report. So far this summer
nothing has happened, although we arce still optomistic about all of our rhines.

T would like to hear from other zoos about their Indian and/or White Rhinos in
rogard to diets, heoat period cycles, brecding attempts or anything clse about them for

COMaTLsS0O.
i lwankee does not have any black rhinosg, =0 a comparison of their behavior in zoos
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cmuld_ﬂmf be made. : : ! .
iy address is: Roger Martens, 4121 MNorth 97 Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 5%222

JOHN WORTMANT TO LOUISVILLE 200 by Gary Clarke

R i

John Wortman, of the Topeka Zoological Park, has sccepted the position of Curator
at the Lowisville Zoological Gardens, effective 1 July 1970.-

He received his Bachelor's Degree in Zoology from Kansas State Coll lege of Imporia,
and was in charge of the school's Natural History Heservation

Mr. Wortman joined the Topeka Zoo a2z an Animal Keeper in 1967 and Wﬂrked with a
variety of animal species in all areas of tThe Zoo He assigsted in the elephant training
sessions and was in'charge of the young great apes upon their arrival at the Zoo,
including Max and Tiffany, the baby Gorillas. He participated in the Zoo Management
Trainee Program and recently was promoted to Zooclogist, assuming some educational and
administrative duties. _

I'r. Wortman is a Professional lMember of the American Asscciation of Zoological
Parls and Aquariums'and a member of the Board of the American Associstion of Zoo
‘lcepers. He served as Chalrman of the AAZK's flrst National Conference, which was held

Topeka in lMay ’19?{!

The Topéka Zoo w;ll mi#s the gservices of John Wortman, but is pleased and proud
hat he has this excellent opportunity for professicnal advancement in such a fine zoo.
Louisville has a brand new and growing $7 million Zoo that has recently completed first
phase development under the guidance of Dr. Ivo Poglayen, Zoo Director. As Curator,
lir. Wortman will be responsible for the management of the animal collection and supervision
of the Xeeper staff.

Another former Animal fﬁeper and Zoologist at the Tupeka Zoo, Mr. Howard Hunt, is
now Curator of Reptiles at the Atlanta Zoological Park. .

TOPEEA Z00 NEWS by Xen Kawata, Animal Fpeper and Zmn Lanagement Tralnee St Bewearcrody

FIRST HATTONAL CONFERENCE OF AAZK IN TOPZ Kﬂ* Frem 4 to 6 May, 1970, the first national
conference of American ﬂsuoclatlan of Zoo Keepers (AAZK) was held with the solid support
of the City.of Topeka, Nearly 100 delegates..Keepers, Curators, and Directors assembled
from all ovér the United States and Canada. The conference was quite successful. Many
interesting pépers were given at the sessions; everyone made a lot of new zoo friends and
was happy: some people stayed up to 4:00 a.m , talldng about zoos and animsls, and y@t
they attended the early morning session!

The Capitol Journal newspaper reported actlvltles at the ﬂAZK Conflerence every
day. "I believé zoo kecpers are the most dedicated professional in the world," said a
Topeks 'radio repﬂrter, after he 1ﬂterview =d several AAZK members. :

NEW ENTRANCE: The Zoo completed a new entrance and admission booth recently. It gives a
good first impression to visitors. A turnstile exit was also completed by the entrance.

I'IVE TIGER CUBS BORN: On 13 lMay 1970, our Bengal tigress gave birth to 5 cubs(1.4). She
has had 12 offspring in 4 deliveries since 1967. At this writing (3 weeks after birth)
giie in nursing sll the 5 cubs earnestly. -

EASON OF BIRD Z0GS: Our American Golden Ragles were observed mating several times

lagt spring. They 12id 5 eggs between 1% and 26 March. We placed 3 07 them in an in-
cubator, and let the birds brocd the rest of the eggs. At least one of the cggs was
fertile but did not hatch out. But still it is encouraging since we can expect another
possibility next year. Mogst of the large birds of prey are threatened in the wild, and
we believe 1t dis very important to promote their breeding in captivity.

In the lAustralian Building, the Frus laid 8 eggs between 1 and 23 February. This
is the first event for our pair. Six of them hatched out in an incubator, but only two
survived. But again this is encouraging, and we are hoping for better success next year.

Rheas in the South American yard have laid 32 eggs since 21 April. The Trumpeter
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