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By Richard J. Reynolds 

Since the turn of the century, the 
rhinoceros has been the rarest of the 
"big three" menagerie attractions in 
the American circus, the other two 
being the giraffe and hippo. However, 
this has not always been the case. 
During the first half of the nineteenth 
century, the rhino was well known to 
the menagerie visitor while the giraffe 
and hippo remained relatively un
known. 

No. 1 "OLD PUT," the trained Great In
dian Rhinoceros who was a feature of the 
Dan Rice Circus from 1855 to 1861. This photo 
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With the passage of years the situa
tiion changed. As we will see, the ex
hibition of rhinos by American cir
cuses reached its peak during the 
1870s. Thereafter, fewer and fewer 
of these great beasts found their way 
to the circus menagerie . By contrast, 
the turn of the century saw giraffes 
and hippos becoming more common, 
particularly the "river horses." Two 
factors contributed to this change; 

is more than 100 years old. Note the rope 
allached to a ring in the rhino's nose. While 
the man in the picture is unidentified, he is 

(1) problems of transporting and car
ing for giraffes and hippos were 
solved and (2) always less numerous 
in the wild than the other two, rhinos 
have become even scarcer over the 
years. Of all the large mamals of the 
world, rhinos are the most threatened 
with extinction. 

It will be the purpose of this mono
graph to discuss the rhinos that have 
been exhiibted by American circuses. 
To begin, I must point out that the 
mere identification of a given circus 
animal as a "rhinoceros" tells very 
little, for there are no less than five 
distinct species or types, three in Asia 
and two in Africa. Each differs from 
the other in appearance and in some 
cases the contrast is striking, as will 
be noted from the accompanying il
lustrations. However, to those inter
ested in the history of wild animals 
in captivity, the most signficant dif
ference relates to the comparative 
rarity of the various species. It will 
be necessary, therefore, to point out 
some of the individual characteristics 
of the various rhinos, to-wit: 

ASIATIC RHINOS 
L Great Indian Rhino (one horn) 
This is the most awesome looking 

of these be a s t s. It s unusual skin, 
which appears to be arranged in sec
tions and held together by rivet-like 
protuberances, properly gives it the 
name "armored" rhino. It has only 
one horn which in captive examples 

definitely not Dan Rice. [Photograph through 
the courtesy of the Hertzberg Circus Collection 
of the San Antonio, Texas Public Libray'] 
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is frequently worn down by rubbing 
against the walls of the cage. The 
single horn gives rise to the name 
"unicorn," a moniker used by many 
of the early menageries to describe 
this rhino. 

The Indian l' h i n 0 has long been 
known to western man and was the 
first rhino to come into captivity in 
modern time, an example having ar
rived in Lisbon, Portugal in 1515 as 
a gift to King Emmanuel from the 
King of Cambay, India. The Indian 
species was certainly the first type 
rhino to be shown with an American 
menagerie, and it was probably the 
only species brought to our shores 
until after the Civil War. The ap
proach of the twentieth century saw 
the "unicorn" rapidly fade away in 
the face of incessant poaching and 
hunting. This resulted in the disap
pearance of the beast from the circus 
menagerie. Only the richest and very 
biggest of the shows could afford the 
tremendous price for such a rarity. 
And, the Ringling Brothers of Bara
boo, were the only post-1900 showmen 
willing to risk the $5,000 (circa 1900 
price) to $10,000 (circa 1923 price) 
necessary to purchase the beast. They 
bought a male in 1907 who became 
well known as "Old Bill" by the time 
of his death in 1926. There has been 
no circus Indian rhino since his de
mise over 42 years ago. 

Indian rhinos are perhaps the most 
prized of all zoo· and menagerie at
tractions. They are huge beasts, the 
males standing up to six feet at the 
shoulder and weighing 4,500 pounds. 
This makes the Indian rhino just a 
shade under Africa's white rhino as 
the largest of the family. The Indian 
rhino is found only in limited areas 
of Nepal and India's Assam and West 
Bengal states. Most of them live in 
game preserves which have tem
porarily saved them from extinction. 
In 1966 the world population num
bered about 780 examples: 40 in cap
tivity and 740 in the wild. 

The first successful birth of an In
dian rhino took place at the Basel, 
Switzerland zoo in 1956. Since then, 
the Swiss zoo has produced no less 
than seven additional calves, a re
markable achievement. Other Indian 
rhinos have been bred and born at 
Hagenbeck's Hamburg zoo (2 calves, 
both born to a female sent to Basel 
for breeding); London's Whipsnade 
Park (2 calves); and I have heard that 
just recently a calf was born at the 
Mysore Zoo in Southern India. In 
January 1967, a pair at the Milwaukee 
zoo produced a calf, and while it failed 
to survive, it was the first Indian 
rhino ever born in America. 

2. Javan Rhino (one horn) 
This rhino, a lso called the " lesser 

one horned rhino" is considered the 

One of Ihe early shows 10 exhibit a rhino 
was the Grand National Menagerie. This ad 
appeared in the Boston, Mass. TRAVELLER, 
newspaper dated .January 27, 1832. Pfening 
Collection. 

rarest large mammal in the world. 
Similar at first glance to the Great 
Indian rhino in that it possesses only 
one horn and has nearly the same 
arrangement for the folds in its skin, 
it is quite distinct. There are no 
"rivet heads" in the J avan's arm or. 
Instead its skin has more of a mosaic
like or scaly appearance. The head 
of the Javan rhino is much smaller, 
narrower, and more pointed than the 
head of its more massive cousin, the 
Indian. Often, female Javan rhinos 
have no horn at all. As can be ob
served by comparing the illustrations 
of the two species, the Javan is much 
lighter in weight than the Indian, but 
stands almost as tall. It thus gives 
the appearance of a skinny animal 
compared to its big cousin. To me, the 
most easily recognized external dif
ference in the J avan rhino is the ar
rangement of the skin folds on the 
neck and shoulder which creates a 
saddle-like effect. This is readily ap
parent in the accompanying illustra
tions. By contrast, the Indian rhino 
does not hav.e this saddle on the back 
of its neck. 

Photos of Javan rhinos are almost 
non-existent, and the two used here 
are the only really decent ones I have 
been able to find which show the 
physical characteristics described 
above. I have never ~een a photograph 
of a living J avan rhino in captivity. 
The best I can do along these lines 
is the accompanying reproduction of 
a drawing from life by a Mr. J. Wolf 
of the male J avan rhino that lived in 
the London zoo from 1874 until 1885. 
This drawing was one of five made 
by Mr. Wolf in 1872 and 1874 of the 
different kinds of rhinos then living 
at the London zoo. All were done in 
beautiful water color and were litho
graphed to illustrate Mr. P. L. Scla
ter's excellent paper, "On the Rhi
noceroses now or lately living in the 
Society's Menagerie," pub li s h e d in 
Transactions of The Zoological So
ciety of London, Vol. IX - Part II 
(1877). They are so good for com
paring the different species that I 
have taken the liberty of using all of 
them for illustrations here. 

The only species of rhino not drawn 
by Mr. Wolf in 1874 was the African 
white rhino. And, there was good rea
son, for no example of this immense 

No. 2 Female Great Indian Rhino in Berlin, 
Germany zoo around 1898 . The well devel· 
oped single horn gives rise to the name 
" unicorn ." [Lothar Schlawe collection, Berlin, 
Germany, from Heck's, Lebende Bilder aus 
dem Reiche der Tiere (1899) p . 11.] 

A LARGE ;'nd snlendid ExhibItion of WILD 
BEASTS in Union s!red, a few doors norrh of 

the First Baptist 1\1 eetin~·House, will be opened for 
Exhibition TO-l\lORROW, and be contillll~d o;ren 
every day, Sunday~ ~xcepted, ~ill rurthe!' notice. 

A';'''n~ this collection will be found the celebrated 
UNICORN or RHI:'<OGEROS. 

ELEPHANT H OMEO, . imported by P. I)adlr", 
E<q .. in December last. This is now decidedly th. 
la r j!e~t Elephant in Amt"eica. . .' '" 

ELEPHANT JULIET, or M'Dlature Elephant; 
the sIlIal1est of the spf"cies ever exhibited ill this city. 

A full grown lOa le Z EB IC.... The Inng ack nowl
edged clel!:ance of thcie animals is must 8ll'ikin~ly ex· 
hib-iLCd in the presp.llt one. 

Roval TIGKR of ASIa. 
A pai' of striped lIYENAS; several LEOPARDS. 

. Two . humped or pleasure CAMELS; the JA· 
GUAR. 

Brown TIGERS, male ~nd female. 
A lorgo Bengal TIGRESS. 
Unt,meable or ·cry,ng HYENAl 
PANTHERS; KANGAROO; l\-1oco; COTAMONDIS. 

&0., &c., beside. a whole wilderness'of th. Simi'a 
Tribe. 

The SHETLAND PONRY"will appebr in the 
Ril'l:, mQunted by Capt, DI(;K, rn rull costume. 

'Hours of admission from 10 A. M. till 4 P. M. and 
Jj·om 6 till 9, ev-euiug. Admittance 25 cents. 

nov 27 I 

beast was to take up residence in Lon
don for another 81 years or until 1955. 

Returning to the subject of J avan 
rhinos, the only ones definitely known 
to have been shown in zoos after the 
aforesaid London example were at 
Calcutta, India (1887 to 1892) and 
Adelaide, Australia (1886 to 1907). 

A Javan rhino may have landed in 
San Francisco in 1879, but this is not 
certain. The German zoo periodical 
Del' Zoologische Garten for that year, 
at page 157, describes how a J avan 
rhino escaped from its cage on the 
ship "Colon" while enroute from New 
York to San Francisco. The rhino 
was supposedly destined for the 
"Montgomery menagerie." Now, there 
is no record of a San Francisco park, 
zoo, or permanent menagerie by that 

Page 5 



No. 4 Male Javan rhino that lived in Lon· 
don Zoo from 1874 until 1885. The skin does 
not have the rivet·like tubercles so character· 
istic of the Indian rhino. Rather, the Javan's 
epidermis has a cracked and scaly appearance. 
Note the saddle like skin fold on the back 
of the neck. [Drawing by J. Wolf in 1872 
for the Zoological Society of London.] 

name. This leads me to believe that 
the animal was headed for none other 
than Montgomery Queen, the circus 
proprietor who used Hayward, Cali
fornia in the San Francisco bay area, 
as a home base for his circus in the 
1870s. However, it is my understand 
ing that Queen's show left California 
for good in 1877, went east, and was 
sold at auction in Louisville, Ken
tucky. It seems that Queen then 
dropped out of sight for many years. 
Maybe he went back to San Francisco 
and opened a menagerie. Or perhaps 
the story in the 1879 Der Zoologische 
Garten referred to events of the 
earlier 1870s when the Montgomery 
Queen Circus was active. The point 
is worth further research because it 
might show what became of the only 
Javan rhino that ever came to Amer
ica. 

The likelihood that any of us will 
ever see this beast is indeed remote, 
for it appears to be so far over the 
brink of extinction that even the most 
stringent of conservation efforts will 
be unable to save the animal for long. 
Unfortunately, it seems that like such 
fabled creatures as the dodo, the 
J avan rhino will soon be gone forever. 
Its present wild population is said to 
number no more than 25 to 50 indi
viduals, all of which are confined to 
the Udjung Kulon nature preserve 
located on a peninsula at the western 
tip of Java. 

3. Sumatran rhino (two horns) 
This rhino, the smallest and most 

curious looking of the family is also 
known by the names, Asiatic two 
horned rhino and hairy rhino. As can 
be seen from the accompanying il
lustrations, the animal is covered with 
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coarse hair and has two horns, al
though they are not anything like as 
well developed as the nasal adorn
ments for the two-horned African 
rhinos. The front horn on the zoo 
specimen shown in the large photo
graph has been worn down by rub
bing. The subject of this photo is a 
female named "Subur" which pres
ently resides in the zoo at Copen
hagen, Denmark where this picture 
was taken in September 1965 by the 
noted zoo historian, Lothar Schlawe 
of Berlin, Germany. "Subur" is the 
only Sumatran rhino in captivity any
where in the world. Further, she is 
one of only two of her species that 
have been exhibited in Europe or 
America during the past 48 years, the 
other one being exhibited at the Basel, 
Switzerland zoo. Both of these rhinos 
came to Europe in 1959. The Basel 
animal was never healthy and died in 
1961. 

No. 5 Freshly killed male Javan rhino. 
This animal was shot on January 31, 1934 at 
Sindangkerta, west Java by Mr. P. F. Franck 
for the Buitenzorg (now Bogor) Zoological 
Museum. Note the very prominent "saddle" 
fold on back of neck in front of shoulder. 
This is a sure way to distinguish the Javan 
from the Indian rhino. [Photo by P. F. Franck 
appearing in H. J. Sody',i IIDas Javanische 
Nashorn/' Zejtschrift fur Sa u 9 e tie r k u n d e 
(1959).] 

No. 3 Male Great Indian Rhino "Jim" that 
lived in the London Zoo from July 25, 1864 
until his death on December 12, 1904, more 
than 40 years. Note "rivet heads" in armor 
on front and rear legs. The skin folds on the 
back of the Indian rhino's neck do not form 
Ihe "saddle" so apparent in the closely related 
Javan rhino. [Drawing by J. Wolf in 1872 for 
the Zoological Society of London.] 

As is apparent from these facts, 
the Sum at ran rhino is exceedingly 
rare. It lives in the jungles of Burma, 
the Malayan peninsula, and the islands 
of Borneo and Sumatra. Once fairly 
numerous throughout this wide range, 
it has been hunted relentlessly until 
today its total wild population is said 
to number between 100 and 170 ex
amples. The problem with trying to 
preserve the Sumatran rhino is that 
its remaining numbers are scattered 
throughout such a vast area that there 
is no breeding nucleus anywhere. 

Oddly, the very first rhino bred and 
born in captivity was of this species. 
This blessed event took place in 1889 
at the Alipore zoo, Calcutta, India. 

The Sumatran rhino is the smallest 
of the clan. It stands only 4 to 4 % 
feet tall and weighs less than a ton. 
That is is a small animal is demon
strated by the fact that a female 
exhibited by the Forepaugh-Sells show 
in 1896 shared a 15-2/3 foot long den 
with an American deer [Bandwagon, 
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Jan.-Feb. 1964, p. 8]. This particular 
rhino was one of about 4 to 10 differ
ent Sumatrans that were exhibited by 
American circuses, beginning around 
1872 and ending about 1906. The last 
one was an attraction with the old 
Ringling show in the early years of 
this century. 

Not even our wealthy zoos have 
been able to obtain one since the 
Ringling example kicked the bucket 
around 1906. The Philadelphia zoo 
a lmost got a pall' in 1952, but they 
died en route to this country. 

AFRICAN RHINOS 
1. Black Rhino (two horns) 

This is the most familiar and com
monly exhibited rhino . The animal is 
also known as "African two-horned 
rhino" and "hook-lipped rhino." It is 
the rhino usually shown in movies and 
televis ion programs with emphasis on 
the wild life of Africa . 

The black rhino's natural habitat is 
the open bush country of east ern and 
south Africa where it is still fairly 
numerous as rhino popula tions go. The 
largest numbers are found in Kenya 
and Tanganyika (now Tanzania). In 
1963, the Rhinoceros Group, a part 
of the Survival Service Commission 
of the International Union for Con
servation of Nature estimated the en
tire wild population of black rhinos 
at 13,500 specimens. 

In size the black rhino exceeds only 
the Sumatran. It is cert a inly smaller 
th an the Great Indian and white and 
is apparently smaller than th~ J avan, 
a lthough there is not much data as 
to size and weights of the latter. 
Adult m ale black r hino s average 
around 4 % to 5 feet in shoulder height 
a nd weigh up to 2,500 pounds. The 

No. 6 Javan rhinos at a wallow in their 
native land. The species is now limited to 
about 25 to 50 animals, all of which are 
thought to be in the Udjung Kulon reserve 
located on a peninsula at the southwestern 
tip of Java . [A. Hoogerwerf: The World Wild· 
life Fund.] 

truly spectacular feature of the black 
rhino is the g reat length of its two 
horns in proportion to its overall size. 
In wild exa mples, they sometimes 
grow to a leng th of four feet. In 
captivity, the horns tend to become 
worn down throug h rubbing against 
walls and bars of cages. 

While far more numerous in the 
wild than its Asian r elatives, the black 
rhino did not ma ke its appearance in 
captivity until 1868. By that time the 
Indian rhino was f a miliar to both 
Americans and Europeans. No doubt 
this was due to the fact that com
mercia trade with the Orient was well 
established by the early 1800s while 
contact with East Africa was almost 
non-exist ent unti l the latter part of 
that century. Since then, the black 
rhino has become quite common. The 
first captive birth for the species took 
place in Chicago's Brookfield zoo in 
1941. Subsequently, births have taken 
place at the Cincinnati , Denver, De
troit, Kansas City, Oklahoma City, 
Pittsburgh, and Washington, D.C. zoos 
and at a number of other places 
around the world. 

The first A mer i can circus refer
ences to animals which might have 
been bona fide African black rhinos 
appear in 1868 and 1870. When the 
Van Amburgh show, under the man
agement of Hyatt F rost, played New
buryport, Mass. on JUly 8, 1868 the 
adverti sements cla imed that "a new 
black rhino" had just been added to 
the menagerie. Two years later, we 
find John V. 0 'Brien claiming this 
beast in his menagerie. The Clipper 
for July 8, 1870 calls his animal an 
"African rhino" and ads for his stand 
at DuQuoin , Iowa on August 16, 1870 
say "black rhino." That both Hyatt 
Frost and John O'Brien had rhinos 
during those years is not questioned, 
but on the strength of the available 
evidence, I a m not prepared to agree 
that these animals were genuine Afri
can black rhinos . Let me show why. 

It is well settled that the first 

THlllS EMPHATICAllY ThE ~T COLOSm EXBIBITIOI Of IHE 1111TE£m CfRlURI, 

Van Amburgh"'& Co's 
GREAT GOLDEN MENAGERIE. 

-r~traurdinary Additional Attraction. 

R lIrnrD1TImS !-
'l'hoJ U11iiol'll or Ril)' \~\;tl~1WYM1,y !ThI"\ rW'plo iL, l~ t>f 11 ~I>I;<."r~1I ltong "",line!. M.I 

'''11 milld1i (.r II1lI/lSnn,11(-'ol1lcl .. ,111n .find. 

lWI'll, fr,;:,1lI whkh tll" to:rm "Unk~" 
AI.~re Ivr wb;~h rI!A"l v41"u~l! t"b\.r-Id, tl!~ Ilt.i 

Q~ h"w iV! !,\\lg>t1~<~<''!;W!"'tJ:l1lt)0:!-M.\ 'P~Il~ ft.,'!1I it" "ih;\l~ t,vw, ~'Att;~i(, \lulil.:\I

lbt ut tdl)' n!li.l!r .. nhrai" (,,)nl_ Uw- <)rtn",iIlQui ",rUI" *llout, rr"u; la ~"I'l!"Di"llJ! /<:»,1. vf .Id •. 

$) \l\ld U,&\ 1t i~ 11tH I"'to -" 'illlU~~)All 6Ol"1I9L pt'D<:trdo it, fr,;"lli.lin.IIl'""'e<'.:nU "fI\II'ldd, 

pNp .. rlir>c.., "'J>! Irom it", wtal d~"'l'iiantft.~ "u1 Q;'h~ UlilJ)'" un·t',r th .. ~;111, 111.«1 b.>.),""d 
aJl !'rl.'"l1"t:rtt,·""!'tJ"ItriJ,thi,oo,,r.tlj,f,fll<l~f1Iit"l)nhj"dl>r'''''''N'\b&:ll''ftt1n1<ryin~t 

"'ut'" I""",,,J "r"!!Mlr \"'tnt! y~ tla-I! hu ~II 11<.> nhih«'1"""~ l'r<>"l!bt to) Am-ni.,.. 

Oo:InMqll~nll, but "Ut)' p", r>fth~ t't'I:a<'llt .<eMntir.n 11":<'0 11-.-<11' blVl iliA! "l'l"'rhnit)' "rll'J6itlj{ 

(OIl' Th4I i,rivll. vf ~Ult ~b.I' ilnt <>~ unp<.ori.to.l w lk Unito,J Sl .. ~ f,.,r "..ul,. 

(l~o(.t«!11uQ''')'''1'1'8l<U\jjitll<.ilL t 

1\ Iut<ll.III!1' L ..... , d .. , duiMuf-V1lJlA.m.bufglt .$IQ... tv -"-'Id \-o>tt.~;r M, ""ii''''r, ALaUDY 

AflK)j/)1I"J.S:OOJ8) "' .. "'" l'!l't J1'>#f e,>''!t'l.1Yli Uti Fh:1'1ClQ.I-'-':- 01' AMJI!tTc.l., .. iillinK Rh~,,,,,,!,,,,. 

ulll I'br maltr fi\tl'll tnq- biov& 1"""1l I'tef;ilfMUy ~wl .. ..t\..",rUg: t.o o),ttt,iu ~",' II,,~ tb. di.m~~i', 

r-I'!. Jr\li" DIIanit"t.,l .1t01d~ tlItYllWa- w tll. J1ul,Ji-e., 1.&.1"('Ol<J th0'll1 ,", pi",,,, it m ulth;t<> 

TII;\ \llll,l;~ .ml ..... t in mm,} ilIM {bit ".11 nh.h:h.,.~t\lOJ fh .. l i.o D""', ()r .. ill ! " l'f .•• "I.~, 

f,,% ""\1 y~ in SD'''ri<'~ l!I q,-;!!. V,... .'I..ul-h;trgh.14 ~'~ firn.i- U<l1.Io,'1 M~··t;~, "".} (l."t 

!~·",1lJ h, .... J..i',.\o.\\. "Il:rtJltdron ~kb ~l itutl~m.ina, l,,", llIB14eo>blpH. 1I/l11 .. nl" l~ilitl!;'

M"!\~";ild!,<!Oll.Of.rJ, otit.b~~~ 

The Van Amburgh & ·Co. devoted the entire 
front page of this herald to a "Black Asiatic 
Rhinoceros." The herald was used to adver· 
tise the Fostoria, Ohio date of October 13, 
1870. Original in Pfening Collection. 

African black rhino to reach Europe 
since thE: da ys of the Roman games 
was a young male imported by Carl 
Hagenheck from Nubia (now Sudan) 
in 1868 and sold to the London zoo 
where it arrived on September 11, 
1868. Had an earlier example come 
through the European anima l market 
enroute t o an American circus it would 
surely have cr eated so much notoriety 
that t he event would be record ed in 
European zoo journals, newspapers,· 
et c. Of course, ther e is a possibility 
that an American circus got one di
rectly from Africa before 1868, but I 
think this is unlikel y. The real early 
references t o rhinos in this country 
pretty clearly indicate that they were 
the "unicorn" from India. And, by 
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No. 7 Female Sumatran rhino IISubur" at 
Copenhagen zoo on September 29, 1965. She 
has worn down her front horn through rub· 

bingo Note the hair covered body which leads 
to the name "hairy" rhino. [Photo by Lothar 
Sch/awe, Berlin .] 

RAYDOND & OGDEN'S 
MBeW"dGBBIB, 

COMPRISING THE MOST RA.RE AND GlGA;VTIC ASSEJIBL.4.GE OF 
Wild Bcal!Jb and Dil"dtol now travellin~. 

Will be seen at Ebenezer B~ nedict's, in Belpre, on WEDNESDAY. Ihe 1[.(h inst. 
from 12 until 30'c10c\, P. M.; at Marieltn on TIIURSDA Y, the 16lh, from 12 until 3 
P. M.: and at Waterfofl' "n FRIDAY, the 171h, from 1 until 4 P. M. 

The prorrietors, in solicilillg public patronage, feel conhdent that the superiority of 
their collection, and style of e.~hil>tlion; will insure nn ample treat 10 all who may call 
on them; and they assure their visitors Iba.t every attention shall be paid, to render the 
exl.ibilion orderly and instruclive . 

Among the most prominent oflhe Animals are Ihii following: 

V'N.lCORN, or RH.lNOCEROSJ 
This animal h.lS ueen the suhject of much speculation among naturalists. Ithas been 

considered by theological commentators, the Unicorn of Hol) Writ, as described in the 
book of Job. The character strictly corresponds with the description. 

Thil wonderful animal surpasses the Elephant in bulk. The one ilowoffered is but 
four years old; and weighs 4 o~ 5000 Ibs. 
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the Civil War period the European 
market had become the most con
venient place to get circus animals. 

The term "b l ack rhino" appears 
from time to time in circus ads and 
li terature describing rhinos in the pre-
1868 days, but I think this can largely 
be discounted as careless use of the 
term. 

For Hyatt Frost to have obtained a 
genuine African black rhino for his 
Van Amburgh show in June 1868, 
would mean that he was ahead of the 
London zoo which did not obtain the 
recognized "firs t" from Carl Hagen
beck until September of that yeaI'. 
Then too, as we shall see, Mr. Frost 
later makes a more acceptable claim 
that 1872 was the year that the gen
uine article first came to America. 

Turning briefly to John V. "Pogey" 
O'Brien, we must begin by I'ecogniz
ing hi s reputation as perhaps the most 
dishonest showman in American circus 
history. Hearing reports that a new 
animal called the "African black 
rhino" had cI'eated a sensation by its 
recent arrival in Europe, the crafty 
O'Brien would hardly I'esist the temp
tation to claim that his 1870 animal 
had an African origin if he thought 
such a line would cause one more click 
of the turnstiles. In short, the record 
must remain open to receive more 
evidence to support O'Brien's 1870 
claim. 

The year 1872 is a more authentic 
date for the arrival of America's first 
genuine African black "two horned" 
rhino . On June 6, 1872 the aforesaid 
Hyatt Frost of the Van Amburgh cir
cus wrote a letter to one W . W. 
Thomas, a business associate, which 
reads as follows: 

"Mr. Ferguson arrived from 
Europe two weeks since with a 
large and very valuable collec
tion of animals and on last 
Saturday they arrived at St. 
Mary's Canada. Most of these 
animals were purchased of 
Wombwell collection in Edin
burgh, Scotland, among which 
is a Black two horned Rhinoc
eros, the first ever in America 
and the second ever in Europe." 

In my judgment, Mr. Frost's 1872 
claim is entitled to great weight when 
viewed in the cont ext of a candid 
communication to a buisness associate 
instead of a mere advertising tool. 

That same season, 1872, we find 
P. T. Barnum also listing the African 
black rhino among the wonders of his 
menagerie. And, in the years that 
followed, this rhino established itself 
as the most commonly exhibited spe
cies . Of the fifteen rhinos that have 
been exhibited by American circuses 

The Raymond & Ogden's Menagerie used 
this ad in Mariella (Ohio) Gazelle, on October 
11, 1834. Fred Pfening Ill . Collection 
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since 1900, no less than thirteen were 
of this type. 

2. White Rhino (two horns) 
Here is the largest of all the rhinos. 

Big males will stand over six feet at 
the shoulder and weigh three tons. 
The accompanying photos of "Gus" in 
the Hanover, Germany zoo give a good 
idea of the immense size of the beast. 

The name "white" is misleading for 
it does not relate to color. Most au
thorities seem to think it arose from 
a corruption of the Dutch word "weit" 
which was used by the South African 
Boers to describe the "wide" or square 
mouth of the beast. 

No. 9 Northern race of Sumatran rhino 
(Assam, Bengal, Burma) known as "hairy 
eared" rhino. This was once thought to be 
a separate species. Note the single skin fold 

The color of a given rhino seems 
to depend largely on the color of the 
dirt or mud in which it last wallowed, 
so that the terms "white" or "black" 
rhino a r e not the best f or distinguish
ing the animals. "Hook lipped" (for 
the black) and "square mouthed" (for 
the white) would be much better, but 
they are more cumbersome and will 
probably never replace the more popu
lar names based on color. As can be 
seen from the accompanying photos, 
the white rhino differs from the black 
in having a square, bulbous mouth and 
in its massive low slung n eck and 
head. 

The range vf the white rhino is very 
limited. It is found in small pockets 
within the Union of South Africa 
where it has long been a familiar 
animal to scientists. In 1900 a north
ern race was discovered in an area 
a long the White Nile River in what 
is best described as the place where 
the boundaries of the Congo, Sudan, 
and Vganda came together. 

The whi te rhino is rather peaceful , 
grazing animal that became easy prey 
to indiscriminate hunting by the early 
South African settlers. The carnage 
was so great tha t by the turn of the 

century this huge beast had been re
duced to as low as 100 examples. 
Then, in the nick of time, a stringent 
conservation program was launched 
that has been one of the most suc
cessful in the world. The South Afri
can white rhinos have increased to a 
point where, believe it or not, the wild 
population is thought to be around 
950 examples. The northern race of 
this rhino, because of its more inac
cessible haunt, was spared the early 
slaughter that took place in South 
Africa, but its current situation is 
more precarious because conservation 
must be provided by the new African 

on the shoulder. Drawing by J. Wolf in 1872 
from female "Begum" that lived at the London 
Zoo from February 14, 1812 until August 31, 
1900. 

nations who have l arger problems 
than keeping poachers out of rhino 
country. On the whole, however, the 
status of the white rhino is most en
couraging. Its total wild population, 
including bcth northern and southern 
races, is now thought to range be
tween 2,000 to 3,000 examples. 

The white rhino has become so plen
tiful within its limted South African 
range that in 1962 a cropping prog ram 
was begun. A clever plan was de
vised. Inst ead of simply shooting the 
animals, they were captured and re
introduced t o other places in South 
Africa from which they had vanished 
many decades previous. In order to 
offset the tremendous expense of such 
an operation, some of the animals 
were offered to zoos for a price of 
$8,000 to $10,000 per pair. In this 
manner many zoos around the world 
obtained prized exhibits, and the con 
servation program received n eeded 
funds . My records show that no less 
than thirteen pairs of these rhinos 
have come to America in the last s ix 
years. 

What is now a commonly exhibited 
rhino was nothing but a zoo director's 
01' circus owner's dream a mere two 

decades ago. Writing about circus 
menageries in 1925, the late Col. C. G. 
Sturtevant composed a list of great 
rarities for a "dream" menagerie, 
which included a pair of white rhinos. 
He observed that no examples of this 
animal had ever been captured, let 
alone exhibited. Not only was this a 
correct statement for 1925, but the 
same could be said twenty years later. 
It was not until 1946 that a white 
r hino finally reached captivity. In 
July of tha t year a South African 
game warden found a day old f emale 
calf that had been abandoned by its 
mother. He cared for the little critter, ,.,....,.--..-..., 

No. 8 Sumatran rhinos drawn by Mr. Wolf 
in 1872 from a female that lived in the Lon· 
dan zoo in August and September of that 
year. Note the two poorly developed horns. 

and sent it t o the Pretoria zoo where 
it became the first of its species in 
captivity. The first ones in Europe 
and America were of the northern 
race. Pairs arrived in Antwerp, Bel
gium in 1950 and London in 1955. In 
1956 Dr. William Mann brought the 
first pair to our country for the Wash
ington, D. C. zoo. 

The only white rhino birth thus far 
in captivity took place on June 8, 
1967 at the Pretoria, South Africa zoo. 
The youngster's mother had not been 
in t he zoo for the normal gestation 
period so it is thought that she was 
bred in the wild. 

Alas, no white rhino has even trav
eled with an American circus . Only 
the Swiss Circus Knie can lay claim 
to this great attraction . It obtained 
a pail' in 1966. The male "Bully" 
stays in Kni e's children 's zoo at Rap
perswil, but the female "Ceyla" trav
els with the show and has become a 
star performer. 

The chronicle of circus rhinos in 
America begins in the year 1826. Ac
cording t o the eminent historian, R. 
W. G. Vail , a " unicorn or one horned 
rhinoceros" was exhibited at Peale's 
Museum in New York City on Oc-
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tober 16, 1826. Vail says this is the 
earliest reference to a rhinoceros in 
America, and the words describing its 
horn suggest it was from India. The 
same or another animal was exhibited 
at 350 Broadway, New York City, dur
ing June and July of 1829. 

On May 9, 1830 another Indian 
rhino arrived in our country. This 
animal, a male, was exhibited at the 
Washington Gardens, Tremont Street, 
Boston, Mass. on May 14, 1830. He 
was next a prime attraction for an 
association of early showmen popu
larly known as the Flatfoots because 
of their reputation in "putting their 

foot down flat" on their competition. 
They used the name Zoological Insti
tute and had permanent exhibition 
quarters at 37 Bowery in New York 
City. During the summer they op
erated traveling menageries employ
ing numerous colorful titles. We find 
our rhino the subject of a colorful 
poster depicting the wonders of the 
American National Caravan in 1831. 
There is a good drawing of an Indian 
rhino with the following description, 
to-wit: 

"The one now offered for in
spection is the first living rhi
noceros ever brought to Amer
ica. He is in excellent condition, 
possesses surprising strength, 
and is docile and obedient to 
his keeper. He was taken at the 
foot of one of the Himalayan 
Mountains, near a branch of the 
Ganges when he was judged to 
be about three months old, sent 
to a Rajah or native Prince of 
Calcutta, from whom it was 
purchased in January, 1830 and 
landed in Boston on the 9th of 
May following." 

Of course, the boast that this was 
the "first" rhino in America is incon
sistent with the fact, noted above, that 
rhinos were exhibited in New York in 

No. 10 The first African black rhino in 
Europe since the days of the Roman Empire. 
This is Mr. Wolf's drawing of the male ac· 
quired by the London Zoo in 1868 from the 
famed German dealer Carl Hagenbeck. 
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1826 and again in '1829. As we shall 
see, our American showmen have 
never been bashful in assigning such 
plaudits as "first," "only one on ex
hibit," "biggest," etc. to their rhinos. 
Be that as it may, the 1830 Indian 
rhino was still going strong in 1834-
35 because he is pictured and dis
cussed on lithographs utilized that 
season by "The Association's Cele
brated and Extensive Menagerie and 
Aviary from their Zoological Institute 
in the City of New York, embracing 
all the subjects of natural history, as 
exhibited at that popular and fashion
able resort during the winter of 1834-
5." Our rhino is described as follows: 

"The unicorn, or rhinoceros, 
mentioned in Scripture ... now 
offered for exhibition is seven 
years old, and is the first ever 
brought to America . . . Its 
present weight is about 4,200 
pounds. The growth of its horn 
is much retarded as it continu
ally thumps its head against 
the bars of its cage." 

In addition to the two possibly dis
tinct animals mentioneq above, there 
is evidence that perhaps four more 
found their way to this country before 
1840. 

In 1830 a certain Doctor Burrow 
of Philadelphia is said to have im
ported a male through that city. An 
account of this beast appears in an ad 
for the Association's Menagerie and 
Aviary in the August 11, 1835 issue 
of the Pittsburgh, Pa. Allegheny Dem· 
ocrat, to-wit: 

"The UNICORN or ONE 
HORNED RHINOCEROS . . . 
now offered for inspection is a 
male, 8 years old, and was 
taken in the interior of Asia, 
on the Burrampooter [sic] 
River, by Dorothy Burrow, of 
Philadelphia, and imported to 
that city, at a very enormous 
expense, in 1830, and is now the 
largest in America, weighing 
upwards of 5,000 pounds." 

Note the similarity between this 
story and that about the animal said 
to have arrived in Boston the same 

year. Were there two rhinos imported 
in 1830 or only one? I think there 
were two "Flatfoot" rhinos during the 
years 1830-1835. Let me make out my 
case. 

The Entire New Menagerie, oper
ated by the Flatfoots Macomber and 
Welch claimed a rhino at Boston on 
June 1, 1835 while just two months 
and many hundreds of miles to the 
west, Dr. Burrow's example was tour
ing Ohio and Pennsylvania with the 
Association's [Flatfoot's] Menagerie 
and Aviary. I rest my case by sug
gesting that in 1835 there were two 
Flatfoo units, each with a rhino. 

An 1837 pamphlet about Purdy, 
Welch, and Macomber's collection 
from the Zoological Institute lists a 
rhino weighing 5,628 pounds. Un
doubtedly this was one of the 1830 
animals. On August 22-23, 1837 there 
was an auction of animals belonging 
to the Zoological Institute among 
which was a female rhinoceros. This 
is the first mention of the fairer sex 
among the rhinos, and suggests a 
fourth specimen in our country during 
the 1826-1837 period. 

From fellow historian Rick Pfening 
comes the earliest reference to the 
death of a rhino in America. This un
fortunate event occurred with J. R. 
and William Howes' New York Menag
erie in 1834. There is no information 
as to which of the previously discussed 
rhinos this might have been. Nay, it 
might have been a different rhino al
together. 

The pioneer showman James Ray
mond operated outside the sphere of 
the Flatfoot-Zoological Institute or
ganization, and in competition there
with. Hence, a four year old rhino 
claimed by his Raymond & Ogden 
show at Marietta, Ohio in 1834 and at 
Piqua, Ohio in 1836 would likely have 
been still another "unicorn" imported 
during that decade. And, if I correctly 
count the rhinos discussed above, this 

No. 11 Female African black rhino "Sally" 
at San Diego, California zoo on October 10, 
1964. Note the hooked, upper lip of the 
mouth. [Photo by Chang Reynolds.] 
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Raymond beast might have been the 
sixth to reach our shores by the end 
of the 1830s. 

My research indicates a hiatus in 
rhino exhibition for most of the 1840s. 
The story resumes in 1848. At New 
London, Conn., on October 9th, of that 
year, the Raymond & Waring show 
claimed to have an Asiatic rhino that 
was the second ever brought to Amer
ica and only the 3rd or 4th ever 
brought out of Asia. Obviously, these 
claims must be discounted except to 
the extent that they might be valid 
evidence of the second rhino exhibited 
by a James Raymond show. 

Raymond and his partner, Noell 
Waring, ran two units in the late 1840s 
and early 1850s using a variety of 
titles, some combining t h eir own 
names with those of two famous wild 
animal trainers of that era, J acob 
Driesbach and I saac A. Van Amburgh. 
The latter became the most famous, 
and although he died in 1865, the Van 
Amburgh title was used by various 
showmen until the early 1900s. 

It appears that at least two rhinos 
were shown under the Raymond and 
Waring banner. The first is the one 
that turns up in Connecticut in 1848, 
as aforesaid, and is mentioned in a 
number of ads in 1849 and 1850 as the 
"Rhinoceros or Unicorn of Holy Writ", 
and as the "only rhinoceros in Amer
ica". Evidence of the second one be
gins in 1851. In April of t hat year Ray
mond had a mid-western unit in Ohio 
that carried his and Van Amburgh's 
names in the title, while in June he 
was t ouring Massachusetts with an
other unit called the Raymond & 
Driesbach. Menagerie. Both of these 
units claimed rhinos. 

Ads for the Raymond and Van Am
burgh unit in Ohio in 1852 and 1853 
confirm the presence of a rhino. My 
last refer ence to a rhino that might be 
this same animal turns up in 1854 
with a river boat show. On September 
5th of that year a rhino was advertised 
at Hannibal, Mo. with Van Amburgh's 
menagerie on the "Floating Palace" 
barge towed by the steamer "James 
Raymond". 

The other Raymond rhino appears 
to have been exhibited by his eastern 
unit from 1851 until early 1854. This 
outfit often used J acob Driesbach's 
name. Hence, it would seem safe to 
assume that the one claimed by Dries
bach, Rivers, and Derious' Menagerie 
and Circus at Middletown, Connecticut 
on October 21, 1853 was probably our 
east ern unit rhino. John Kunzog of 
Jamest own, N.Y. has found in Glea
son's Pictorial what logically appears 
to be this rhino's obituary. In the 
issue for April 4, 1854 we read that a 
large rhino died in Herr Driesbach's 
Menagerie in New York on March 13th 

No. 12 Pair of African white rhinos at 
Antwerp, Belgium zoo on September 13, 1964. 
Note the massive heads of these animals with 
their square mouths or lips. [Photo by Lothar 
Schlawe, Berlin. ] 

previous. So ends the story of the Ray
mond & Waring rhinos. 

During the 1850s more of our sub
ject pachderms came to these shores. 
In 1851 G. C. Quick & Co.'s Menagerie 
advertised a rhino at Harrisburg, Pa. 
and, undoubtedly, the same animal was 
1 

No. 13 Huge male white rhino "Gus" at 
Hanover, Germany zoo. The large square 
mouth of the species is well shown by this 
photo. 

the one claimed by Sands & Quick at 
Dedham, Mass. the next season. In the 
south, Robinson & Eldred's Great 
Combined Circus & Menagerie listed a 
"rhinoceros" among the animals to be 
seen at Macon, Georgia on February 
11-12, 1853. 

Next, I find my first reference to a 
P. T. Barnum "unicorn". A herald for 
the famous showman's New York Mu
seum in the summer of 1854 makes a 
big deal of the assertion that " ... 
here, in addition, is the ONLY LIVING 
RHINOCEROS in America." This 
beast either died shortly thereafter or 
else rhinos were hard for Barnum to 
turn down because, according to Bal
Iou's Weekly, he bought another for 
$575.00 at an auction of Seth B. 
Howe's menagerie in November, 1855. 
This animal had been on tour earlier 
that sea son in Pennsylvania with 
Howe's, Myer's, & Madigan's. Just 
how long it had been a circus animal 
is unknown, but some educated specu
lation at this point might shed some 
light. 

Barnum and Seth Howe had just 
concluded a successful four years 
(1851-1854) as operators of P. T. Bar
num's Asiatic Caravan, Museum, and 
Menagerie. After this Barnum retired 
for a spell from the traveling' circus 
business, but Howe went out in 1855 
with Myer and Madigan. Who knows, 
perhaps the rhino had been a trouper 
with the earlier Asiatic Caravan, fol
lowing which Barnum sold or loaned 
his interest in the beast to Howe, only 
to repurchase same at the auction? 
Auctions of circus property were not 
always arm's length transactions. Fre
quently, the bidder was in cahoots 
with the showman whose property was 
being sold in order to help the latter 
squeeze out an unwanted partner or 
to outmaneuver creditors trying to 
attach the show property. The $575.00 
paid by Barnum at the Howe auction 
was a very low price for a rhino, and 
I'll bet some creditor took a beating 
while Barnum, Howe, or both came 
out relati vely intact. 

Page 11 



-

No. 14 White rhino "Gus" giving hi. 
keeper a ride at Hanover zoo. "Gus" was 
captured around 1949 by Carr Hartley, who 

To conclude the first installment of 
this chronicle we come to the most 
famous American circus rhino. I refer 
to Dan Rice's male Great Indian rhino 
"Old Put" who was unique in two re
spects: (1) he appears to have been 
the first rhino since the days of the 
Ancient Romans to have performed in 
the circus arena; and (2) he may well 
have been the first living rhino in the 
world to be photographed. Leonard 
V. Farley, as curator of the Hertzberg 
Circus collection of the San Antonioi, 
Texas Public Library, provided the 
photograph which is the leading il
lustration used here . According to Mr. 
Farley, this photo came to the Hertz
berg collection from lineal descendants 
of the great jester, Dan Rice; and as 
will be apparent from the facts set 
forth below, if the picture actually 
shows the original Dan Rice trained 
rhino, it had to be taken before Au
gust 1R6l,1 

For the details of "Old Put's" career 
we are indebted to fellow historian 
John Kunzog who wrote and published 
the wonderful Dan Rice biography, 
The One Horse Show ... (1962). 

lAs will be discussed in a further installment. 
John V. O'Brien operated a s how in 1874 
which claimed a trained rhino. And, Dan Rice 
had been employed by O'Brien during the 1873 
season. Therefore, it is conceivable that the 
subject photo shows the circa 1874 an ima l a nd 
not Rice's original " Old Put." However, until 
there is more definite proof of this, I prefer 
to identify the photo as s howing the original 
Dan Rice rhino. 
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kept the big rhino as a pet at his farm in 
Kenya until 1963, when the brute was sent 
t o Han over. 

From that book, as well as through 
correspond ence with its author, came 
the facts. "Old Put" was acquired by 
the Flatfoot organization in the early 
1850s. He turned out to be a vicious 
critter, killed one keeper, and injured 
othel·s. As a eonsequence, by 1854 he 
had been retired to the Flatfoot farm 
in Putnam County, New York fl'om 
whence came his name "Put."2 

The sale of "Old Put" to Dan Rice 
was negotiated in early 1855 by Avery 
Smith, one of the members of the 
Flatfoot organization.:! Rice bought 

2John Kunzog's biography The One Horse Show 
... (p . 115) says " Old Put" was a black rhino 
but the photo c learly s hows a one-horned Great 
Indian rhino. I discussed t his matter with Mr. 
Kunzog, and he said the identification of "Old 
Put" as a black rhino came from circus a dver
tising material of the time (1850s-1860s). Mr. 
Kunzog had not seen this 01' any other picture 
of "Old Put" when the biography was written. 
Hence. he had to rely on the Cl'iCllS publicity 
materials and, to use Mr. Kunzog's words . 
"the publicity agent probably used t he word 
black because of the animal's dark color or be
cause of the public appeal of that word". 

:{There are references which indicate that the 
Howes Brothers, Nathan and Seth B. had an 
inte rest in "Old Put" before he was sold to 
Oan Rice. This is somewhat confusing. While 
orig inally members of the association of s how
men known as the "Flatfoots" , it is the 
writer's impression that by the 18505, the 
Howes had left the Flatfoots and were actually 
competitors (Seth H owes was probably the 
most successful of all these early showmen). 
OC course, there was such a con f usion of sales, 
trades, mergers, and leases between these 
s ho\v men that the entire p icture is clouded. Be 
this as it may. Mr. Kinzog- ass ures the writer 
that before his sale to Rice, "Old Put" had 
been retired to the Flatfoot far m in Putnam 
County, N .Y. and was definitely sold to Rice 
by the Flatfoot, Avery Smith. 

the animal for $700.00 and paid for its 
transportation from Putnam County, 
New York to his own farm and winter 
quarters at Girard, Pennsylvania, a 
small town approximately fifteen 
miles west of Erie. The arrival of a 
rhinoceros in this small Pennsylvania 
town must have caused a sensation 
for the land on which "Old Put" was 
quartered is, according to John Kun
zog, still known as Rhinoceros Hollow. 

The indomitable Rice lost no time 
in m akin g "Old Put" the star of his 
circus. By placing thimbles on his 
fin ger s and using a series of clicks to 
which the rhino became conditioned , 
Riee was able to train his rhino. Mr. 
Kunzog's biography of Rice gives the 
following account of "Old Put's" rou
tine in the circus arena : 

" Rice m ade his entrance , fol 
lowed at a distance of ten feet 
by the r hino ceros, heavily 
shackled a nd led by an attend
ant. The chains were removed 
as the animal entered the ring. 
A pair of platform stairs, three 
s t eps in height, were placed in 
the ring which "Old Put" would 
ascend and standing at the top 
would let out a defeaning bel
low when Rice asked: 'Did I 
train you to obey my com
mand s '!' While the animal stood 
on the platform Rice lighted 
som e red fire inside a small 
paper house. 'Fire,' he yelled, 
'ring the bell.'" At which com
mand the animal clambered 
down from the steps, ran to a 
rod on which hung a swinging 
bell and would toll it with his 
horn. This a larm brought out 
the clown fire department rid
ing in a pig drawn cart. This 
scene was followed by Dan Rice 
walking around the ring, fol
lowed at a short distance by the 
rhinoceros. Divesting himself of 
his coat, a large handkerchief 
was observed to protrude from 
his hip pocket. The animal in
creased its pace, seized the 
kerchief in its mouth, when at
tendants placed an inverted 
wooden tub between Rice and 
'the animal. Turning around, 
Rice placed one foot on the tub, 
and looking at the rhinoceros 
now standing on the other side, 
he would say: 'Put, you old 
scamp; you have stolen my 
kerchief. Return it, I say.' But, 
the animal merely stood there 
looking at Rice, sometimes em
ulating its preceptor by also 
placing a foot on the tub. Dan 
repeated the request for the 
kerchief several times to no 
avail, and then, standing erect, 
he clicked his heels together, 
gave a s ma ll military salute 
and said : 'General Putnam, sir; 



I have come for the return of 
the kerchief.' 

Upon being so addressed the 
rhinoceros opened its mouth 
and the kerchief fe ll upon the 
tub a nd the two performers 
bowed to the plaudit s of t he 
spectators. On leaving the ring, 
shackles were again p laced on 
the animal, which was then led 
out of the tent." (One Horse 
Show, pp. 116-117) 

The unpredictable and irascible 
temperamel!t of the Indian r hino, to
gether with its well known proclivity 
to run amuk like a juggernaut, musj; 
have made its appearance without 
shackles in an open and unprotected 
circus r ing a risky business for both 
trainer and patrons. 

John Kunzog's biography describes 
an attack by "Old Put" on Rice during 
an afternoon performance at Buffalo, 
New York on August 7, 1857, to-wit: 

"In a snort of anger the animal 
threw Rice fifteen feet into the 
a ir and as he landed, a scream
ing audience was on the verge 
of panic while the unfettered 
beast roared defiance and trod 
about the ring. The showman 
leaped to his feet, whipped a 
large kerchief from his pocket, 
and rushing up to the snorting 
animal he dropped it over its 
eyes. With vision obscured, the 
rhinoceros became docile as a 
lamb and Rice signaled an a t
tendant. Shackles were placed 
on the brute, which was then 
meekly led from the r ing . With 
animal under control, the ex
citement in the seats subsided 
and Rice exited to ascertain ex
t ent of his hurts, while other 
performns appeared in the ring 
to avoid a break in the pro
gram. Fifteen minutes later 
Rice returned, bowed , and an
nounced no broken bones or se
rious inju ries, receiving a 
hearty applause at this an
The rhinoceros again was 
brought to the ring and this 
time went through its routine 
without any display of tem
per." (One Horse Show, p . 132) 

"Old Put" was certainly the great
est wild anima l attraction of the time; 
but it a ll came to an end in the lVIis 
siissippi River on August 18, 1861, 
while the Dan Rice circus was being 
moved by boat up the mighty river. 
At a point between Prairie duChien 
and LaCrosse, Wisconsin, the barge 
transporting "Old Put" was struck by 
the st eamboat "Key City" and the 
rhino cage was knocked into the river. 
Chained inside his cage by the ring 
in his nose, "Old Put" had no chance 
to escape. Several days later the cage 
containing the dead rhino was re
trieved. Dan Rice had lost his famous 
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However, the story doe s not end 
here. That season Rice had employed 
as publicity agent a certain Col. Wil
liam C. Preston who, immediat e ly 
upon "Old Put's" death, saw an oppor
~unity to gain nlUch publicity for the 
circus. Without regard for the truth, 
Col .Preston fabricated a story t ha t 
"Old Put" has escaped from his cage, 
gotten out of the river, and proceeded 
to ravage the farms and terrorize the 
peop le near LaCrosse, Wisconsin. This 
completely false story then told how 
the rhino was finally captured and 
reunited in the circus arena with Dan 
Rice. The unscrupulous Col. Preston 
succeeded in persuading a number of 
newspapers along the Missis s ippi 
River to print this hoax, one of which 
was the LaCrosse Tri Weekly Demo
crat.4 

The simple truth is that America 's 
first p e rforming rhino went to a 
watery g rave on August 18, 1861. 

My r esearch indicates that after 
"Put's" death, rhinos were absent 
from the circus scene until 1868.5 

Then we come to a twelve year period 
,:::,,~~~-=;;;:;"'-, (1868-1880) that saw American cir-

cuses exhitbit nearly one-half of all 
the rhinos that have ever trouped 

"""''''''"''_"------''' unde:· canvas in this country. How
ever, the story of those animals mus t 
wait for the next episod e of thi s 
chronicle. 

The UNICORN , or one horned Rhino was 
featured in this herald for the June, Titus, 

Angevine & Co. distributed for a date at 
the end of April 1834, in Albany, N.Y. Origi. 

nal in pfening Collection. 

rhino; and disconsolate, he sued the 
owners of the steamboat "Key City" 
for the loss of "Old Put." 

4The un fo r t unate part is tha t Col. Prest on 's 
hoa x has been innocently bu t widely c ircu
la t ed. It a ppeared in the 1946 Chris tmas issue 
of · ·White Tops· ·. the journal of the Circus 
Fans A ssociation . I read t his erron eous ac
count 0 f the incident and innocen t ly publish ed 
th e eh 'o l' in my pape r , "As ian Rhinos In Cap 
t ivity" , International Zoo Yearbook. Vol. IT, 
1960. Lon don: The Zoological Soc iety of L on
do n , p . 26. 

:)Chap pie F ox w rote m e in 1959 th at a r h in u 
w as f ig ured in 1865 ads for 1\'lag-i nley & Co's . 
ltoya l C irc us & B l'it is h Museum & M en agerie . 
Howe vc l'. S tu l't evant's l ist of Ame rican cir
cuses t White T ops. May-June & Jul y.Aug . 
1!JG3) (lues not I'evea l a M ag- inley ti tle in 1865. 
And. a t.ho l'ou g- h r ev iew of the 1865 Clippe r s 
by Hic k P fe ning f ailed t o tu r n up a s how with 
t ha t nam e in l SG5 . Hen ce i t seem s like ly that 
MI'. F ox 's I'efe rence should be dated in 1867 
to 1 ~n'l w hen the Maginley t it le was in use. 
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