
, 
JANUARY 2013 CONTENTS 

CVepart"!ents 
"'" ' CANADA '" 

RHINO RESEARCH 
In South Africa, 
conservationists work 
to stop poachers 
(see page 33). 

' Honolulu 

THE PACIFIC 

WORD OF MOUTH 

19 On the Road Again The Beat Generation hits 
the big screen. 

24 Honolulu A to ZTips for Hawaii's most 
happening city. 

DEPARTMENTS 

8 CNT Digital Some favorite Gold List properties 
and New Year 's resolution ideas. 

28 "The Greatest Indulgence Will Not Be a 
Ferrari-lt'l/ Be a Week in Kathmandu" 
Andre Balazs on the future of hotels. 

10 Forces of Nature Editor in chief Klara 
Glowczewska on the irresistible spell of 
nature's power. 

30 See the Light Pastel-colored carry-ons. 

THE INFORMER 

12 Contributors 
16 Readers React A statistics lesson and some 

Polish perspicuity . 
118 Where Are You? The'glass house. 

33 Is This the End of the Wild Rhino? Africa's 
rhinos are being slaughtered at a staggering rate. 
Graham Boynton reports on the poaching 
pandemic threatening to wipe out one of the 
oldest species on the planet 

140 Word Trips Solve the puzzle for a chance to win 
a spa trip for two! 

38 A DNA Detective Story How science may save ~ 
the rhino. 

148 Room with a View The Waldorf Astoria, Chicago. 51 Ombudsman Fleeced by an online agent. 

Live the Cover 
THE BACKSTORY Among the many reasons certain places are chosen for our 
annual roundup of the best of the best in hotels, resorts, and cruise lines 
(see Gold List, in this issue), a great view-and location-are at the top of the 
list. In Rome, readers love the opulent Beaux Arts Westin Excelsior, an Eter­
nal City landmark since 1906. 

HOW TO GET THERE Grab a taxi at Rome's Leonardo da Vinci-Fiumicino air­
port (about $57) to make the 45-minute drive through agricultural towns and 
suburbs to Rome proper; you ' ll know you 're almost at the hotel when you 
turn onto the Via Veneto and see Bernini's stately stone Triton Fountain in 
the Piazza Barberini and pass the creepy Capuchin Crypt (whose six rooms 
contain the bones of more than 4,000 monks). Banish such macabre 
thoughts by gazing down the famously fancy Via Veneto, where the Westin 
is next to the U.S. embassy. Fellini fans may spot backdrops from La Dolce 
Vita, which was shot largely in the neighborhood. 

THE 360 Our model stands on a terrace of the Westin Excelsior's 10,000-
square-foot Villa Cupola suite, which overlooks the Via Veneto. But even 
the standard rooms here are lavish, w ith damask walls, Italian marble 
bathrooms, and Biedermeier-style furnishings. Step outside and walk five 
minutes north and you 're in the Villa Borghese, where gardens provide 
peaceful respite amid shady greenery (39-06-47-081; doubles from $382). 

Witching Hour The Via 
Veneto , as seen from one 
of seven terraces of the 
extravagant Villa Cupola 
suite at the Westin 
Excelsior. Photograph 
by Williams & Hirakawa. 
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