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Live the Cover 
THE BACKSTORY Among the many reasons certain places are chosen for our 
annual roundup of the best of the best in hotels, resorts, and cruise lines 
(see Gold List, in this issue), a great view-and location-are at the top of the 
list. In Rome, readers love the opulent Beaux Arts Westin Excelsior, an Eter
nal City landmark since 1906. 

HOW TO GET THERE Grab a taxi at Rome's Leonardo da Vinci-Fiumicino air
port (about $57) to make the 45-minute drive through agricultural towns and 
suburbs to Rome proper; you ' ll know you 're almost at the hotel when you 
turn onto the Via Veneto and see Bernini's stately stone Triton Fountain in 
the Piazza Barberini and pass the creepy Capuchin Crypt (whose six rooms 
contain the bones of more than 4,000 monks). Banish such macabre 
thoughts by gazing down the famously fancy Via Veneto, where the Westin 
is next to the U.S. embassy. Fellini fans may spot backdrops from La Dolce 
Vita, which was shot largely in the neighborhood. 

THE 360 Our model stands on a terrace of the Westin Excelsior's 10,000-
square-foot Villa Cupola suite, which overlooks the Via Veneto. But even 
the standard rooms here are lavish, w ith damask walls, Italian marble 
bathrooms, and Biedermeier-style furnishings. Step outside and walk five 
minutes north and you 're in the Villa Borghese, where gardens provide 
peaceful respite amid shady greenery (39-06-47-081; doubles from $382). 

Witching Hour The Via 
Veneto , as seen from one 
of seven terraces of the 
extravagant Villa Cupola 
suite at the Westin 
Excelsior. Photograph 
by Williams & Hirakawa. 
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