Rujasthan is one of the few places in Indig wheee
the indigenous card games of India have kept alive
The old gamws are still hrml_' played and the little
round hnnr‘-pululcd curdboard cards are s1ill being made
Ly the artisans of the cotlage tay in("“il') in Jaipur.
Sawai Madhopur, Karauli and elsewhere. Theee must
have been [urmc'r]_\' many more centres of making
playing card:, as it is to he expected that every court
in every litle stale winploved conrt o local arlisis ta
painl p[uy‘ing cards apart from their normal duties of
painling portraits and devolionsl miniatures.

The antecedents of the card games in India arc
not known witly cectainty. ‘They are liest mentioned in
the times of Emperor Bubar and Akhar. The DPersian
name for the pame ‘Gunjils' indicates that it was
imported by the Mughals Trom Persia. On the other
hwad, Akbur claims to have invented and introduced
the normal Ganjila game himzell, simplilying an alder
and  mare complicated game with  distinad Hindu
[entures. It 43 theeelore pus>il:|r that an indigenous curd
game existed in India before the Muslim invasians and
that this wame in several varislions dew[«)nrd oul
ol the chess Hame. The curions lhlng whoul this assumed
r{(-vvlnpmrul is uul_\' that nowhere in Indian literature
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are card games mentioned, while Cwss and dice games
so back to the very early Indian traditions. It is however
certain Uhat the wides pread use of the card game in India
took place after 1500 and that it was found in succeeding
centaries practically in every pad of India in various
forms. Rajasthun pro[mbly gol ils cruze lor the card
vame from Delhi and it is possible that the cowts pussed
on the wame itsell and the styles of playing cards 10
the [)(0»'«.

The two main tvpes of games wre Uhe ‘Ganjifa
game proper with vight suits of 12 cards vach. based
on the vurious departments of Akbars comt. and the
Dasavatara’ game of 10 suits of 12 curds each. based
on the ten incamatians of Vishnu, While one can
--asily recngnize w lew main sty]c-s in the genecal leatures
wnd appearance: ol these games, the vadalions in
execulion are really endless, as every patron or cven Lhe
individual arlists were free 1o introduce  decorative
featares of their own. One will find. for instance, that
any kind of illustration or decaration is introdu
nuwwerical cards. These S
of their suit {for instan
horses, ele} in the cn
claborate cards various




set, the whole Krishna legend has been illustrated on
various cards. The imagination and the skill of the
arlisl was lavi

hed purlituluy'y on the execution of the
honour cards which often have the grace and delicacy
of minlatures.

Cards were made practically from every material
ranging from gold and silver over ivory and rhinoceros
skin 1o wouod. puper wnd stilfened cloth. The influence
ol current \I)lc-s in painling is lmluru"\‘ felt in every
Same are painted In the Mughal style

others in mare rustic and  local
dy'ﬂ. reflecting the various t!t-\‘rlopml-nls ol painting
in Rajasthan,

es and
members of the courts go under the name of "Durbar
cards. One can trace how the features of the Durbar
cards, by a process of simplification (because of their
miss produr!ion] entered into the games made for the
ordinary n«)plv. Fxen lmln,\' ane can recognize the
rich pugeant of fewdal Rajpur life in the shmple round
paper cards one huys in the toy shops of Jaipur. They

The elaborate sels of curds made for pr

are made in the size of cight anna or oue Rup«- coins,
and some of them have instead of the usual pluin
vermillion backs. & mottled brown and yt'"uw which
is obviously imitating the pattem of the costlicr tartolse
chell or thinoeeros skin used in some of the Durbar sets.
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