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‘No. 266.

Frox A. E. WILD, Esa.,
Conservator of Forests, Bengal,

To e SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
Revexuve DeparTMENT (Forusrs).

Dated Dargeeling, the 26th November 1900.

SIr,

I ravE the honour to submit the Administration Report of the
Bengal Forest Department for the year 1899-1900.
2. I regret time has not admitted of my shortening the report more than
I have done, but I may mention that the report for the North-Western Provinces
and Oudh for 1898-99 ran up to 73 pages.
3. The delay in submitting the report is partly due to the very late
receipt of the report for the Darjeeling Division.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

A. E. WILD,
Conservator of Forests, Bengal.
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PROGRESS REPORT

oy

FOREST ADMINISTRATION IN BENGAL

For the year 1899-1900.

—_—————

CHAPTER I.—EXTENSION AND CONSTITUTION OF
STATE FORESTS.

1.—ALTERATION OF AREAS.

THE only alteration has been the exclusion of 141 square miles from the
Protected Forests. The following is a summary of

Changes during the year.
& gtley the areas:—
! PERCEXTAGE—
Ares at
Area at Of the area
Crase oy PorBsT. {00000 Added. | Bxoluded. [close of the of the
the year, . year. Of total | provinces
. forest arva.| (156,571
square
miles),
1 s 3 4 5 6 7
8q. miles. | 8q. miles, | 8q. miles, | 8q. miles,
Reserved ... oo 8,881 e von 8,881 43 376
Protected ... .. 8,16 - 14 8,675 27 235
Unclassed o ... 4,083 4,083 0 2°58
Total ... 13,7% 141 13,589 8°

(a) Rescrved Forests.

2. No actual changes have occurred in the area of the Reserved Forests.
Government passed orders in its letter No. 946T.R.,
dated 10th November 1899, transferring a portion
of the Dumsong Forest in the Tista Division to the Cinchona Department for
extension of cinchona cultivation, while several small areas, aggregating one
acre, have been made over to the Department of Public Works and the Police
Department in the Darjeeling Division for the erection of buildings in place
of those washed away in the flood of September 1899, but the area is not to be
excluded from the category of Reserved Forests, The recent land settlement
of Killa Khurda shows the area of the Reserved Forests of the Puri Division to
be 72,546 acres, or 1,833 acres in excess of the area shown in Form No. 46, but
no alteration has been made pending enquiry into the reason of the difference.

Changes in Reserved Forests.

(8) Protected Forests.

3. The large area 090,199 acres, or 141 square miles, has been transferred

) to the jurisdiction of the Commissiorier in the

Changes in Frotected Forests. o, qarhans to be converted into cultivation.
Beyond this, no alteration has taken place. The transfer of the Saoria tract of
the Sonthal Parganas, mentioned in the previous year’s report, did not take
place during the year, but is expected to be accomplished shortly. As in the
case of the Reserved Forests, the land settlemept of Kill.a Khurda records a
far greater area of Protected Forest in Puri than is entered in Form 46—238,177
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acres, compared with 186, 452 ; but as the reason for this large increase is not
apparent, it is not as yet taken into account.

The changes probable in Palamau and Singhbhum, consequent on the
completion of the land settlement, mentioned in the last report, have not yet
taken place.

‘9, —FOREST SETTLEMENTS,

4. But little progress has apparently been made in bringing the forest
settlement operations in the Chittagong Division to
completion. " This is again to be regretted; the
blame is attributable, in some measure, to the Settlement Department, which, while
undertaking to decide several pending matters, neglected to do so and mislaid
the papers, but it is evident that the officers appointed Forest Settlement Officers
are not adepts in the work. Since the close of the year the Conservator
has personally visited Chittagong to see into this matter, and it is hoped the
reservation will be an accomplished fact before the close of another year.

5. Orders were passed regarding the fuel and fodder reserves pro-
osed in the Jalpaiguri district in Government
0. 4325 For., dated the 7th December 1899, to the
Board of Revenue. In continuation of the remarks made in 1896-97, the 843
blocks set aside for this purpose at the last settlement have dwindled down to 42,
out of which 23 have been settled as jotes, 6 are to be let out for cultivation,
and 1 is to be reserved for building sites, while 12 were recommended to be
made Protected Forests, and placed in charge of the civil authorities. It is
not known in this Department what further action has been taken in the matter.

Areas undergoing settlement.

Fuel aud fodder reserves.

3.—~DEMARCATION.

6. The total length of boundaries has been increased by two miles owing
to an error last yesr in the return for the Darjeeling
General. Division, and now stands at 5,186 miles, excluding

those boundaries of the Protected Forests which are still undefined.

Of this length, 1,771 miles are natural boundaries, there having been an
addition during the year of three miles owing to the transfer of that length
from the category of “matural” to that of ‘“artificial” and vice versd in the
Jalpaiguri and Singhbhum reserves. The total length of artificially-marked
boundaries has increased from 8,300 miles to 3,344 miles, consequent on 42
out of the 116 miles still to be demarcated at the commencement of the year
having been completed during the year and the small changes noticed above.
Thus the balance remaining to be taken in hand at the close of the yearis 71
miles. Repairs were undertaken over 2,985 miles, compared with 2,257 during
1898-99, while the total cost rose from Rs. 8,686 to Rs. 9,677 ; the average
per mile being Rs. 3'24 against Rs. 3:84.

The Singhbhum Division, in which 41 miles of new boundaries were
demarcated, and 1,251 miles of existing boundaries were repaired, is the only
Division that requires special mention.

7. The very necessary work of inspection of boundaries has again been
dealt with in too brief a manner in all divisions
except Singhbhum ; no mention at all of the sub-
ject having been made in the reports of the Tista, Sonthal Parganas, Direction,
Angul, and Chittagong Divisions. In other divisions a certain amount of
inspection has been done, chiefly by subordinates, but no division except
Singhbhum gives much detail.

Inspection of boundaries.

4.,—SURVEYS.

8. The chief feature of the year has been the advent of the Imperial

Forest gurvey, a party from which, under the
direction of Mr. W. H. Reynolds, Superintendent of
Forest Surveys, Bengal Presidency, and under the charge of Mr. T. S. Marten,
Extra Assistant Superintendent, commenced operations in the Singhbhum
Division on the 5th December 1899. Surveys in other divisions were all of
& petty nature, carried out by the local officers. In Darjeeling such surveys

General.
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comprised the completion of the Tista Valley Forests, which apparently were
not fully finished in 1898-99 as reported, a re-survey of the boundary along
the Bara Rangit and Tista Rivers occasioned through the abnormal floods of
the 24th September 1899, and the survey of coupes, paths and roads, the
whole costing Rs. 1,410, of which only Rs. 432 appear under AVIII(¢), the
balance being charged to B,—Establishment. The area of the Tista Valley
Forests, viz., 12 square miles, has this year been shown in Form No. 49 together
with the cost of this and the previous year.

In the Sonthal Parganas a traverse survey for land settlement purposes
was commenced during the year by the Survey of India, which, when mapped,
will show boundaries of Protected Forest.

In Angul 401 miles of the boundary of the Tikarpara range were surveyed
at a cost of Rs. 48-12.

9. As mentioned above, the Imperial Forest Survey Party began work on

Operations of the Imperial the 5th December 1899, and by May 1900 the

Forest Survey in Singhbhum. following work had been completed, as reported
by the.Superintendent :—

Triangulation .o 150 square miles,

Levelling - vee veo 3D linear ,,

Detail survey on 4" scale vee s 185 square ,,

For the area surveyed a record was prepared showing the distribution
of forests, and 12 linear miles of check-surveys were carried out in addition to
running instrumental contours at 250 feet vertical intervals. The drawing
of fair maps as well as the computation and deduction of areas are in
progress, but the cost of this part of the work cannot be given until the
close of the survey year ending the 30th September next. A tracing from the
plane-table sheet of the Saitba hlock has been received for Working Plan pur-
poses, and one of the Leda block is under preparation. The total cost during
the year has been Rs. 12,313.

Mr. Reynolds reports that the party suffered very severely from malarial
faver, and that the surveyors worked under trying circumstances owing to there
being a great scarcity of water, in the forests,

In view of the early preparation of the Working Plan, it is satisfactory to
learn that there will be two parties at work during the coming season.

CHAPTER II.—MANAGEMENT OF STATE FQORESTS.
I.—REGULATION OF MANAGEMENT.

(a) WorgiNG-PLANS aND THEIR CONTROL.

10. Form No, 50 shows the progress of the year and the position of
) . the Circle as regards this important branch of
Working-plans in general. the administration. One hundred and eighty-three
square miles—the whole of the forests of the Jalpaiguri Division, ganctically
completed last year—have been added to the area for which working-plans
have been sanctioned, while an additional area of 731 square miles—the whole
of the reserved forests of the Singhbhum district—was taken in hand during
the year, thus bringing the totals of these areas up to 4,479 square miles and
841 square miles, respectively, and reducing the areas for which working-plans
have still to be taken in hand from 9,000 square miles to 8,269 square miles..
The progress too would have been greater and would doubtless have included.
the area of 110 square miles—the whole of the reserved forests of the Puri
Division—bhad it not been for the unfortunate and serious illness of Mr. Hatt
which compelled him to leave the work when almost complete and to go on
furlough. The above was the state of affairs. at the close of the year, and
before leaving the subject a few observations on the remarks made in the
reviews of both the Government of India and the Local Government on- the
ition at the close of the preceding year will not be out of place. First as
to the area for which plans are required. This, in form No, 50, was shown
B 2
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to be 9,000 square miles; but the form does not show the urgemey for
working-plans and arrives at the figure by deducting the area under sanc-
tioned regulated management from the total area of the forests. If a reference
be made to the annual Administration Report for 1892-93, paragraph 39, it will
be observed that, for a large portion of this area, there is no immediate necessity
for working-plans. :

Then as regards the means at disposal for carrying out the work. The
Government of India has now recognised that, so far back as the last reorga-
nisation in 1891, the scale allotted was inadequate, while a new Division
was formed in 1895 for which no extra appointment was given. This
has now been remedied, but still no provision for working-plans has been made
and the work that has to be done must still be done by Divisional Officers whose
hands are already completely full, though at the same time no opportunity will
be lost of securing the services of special officers for this work alone. The
importance and necessity of the work has not been under-estimated and will
not be overlooked. In the neighbouring provinces, it is true, much greater
progress has been achieved, but the comparison below will show that Bengal
has not had the opportunities those provinces have had :— :

‘ Area for which
STAPF, H Percentage of
P ’fotal area , No. o: ;f::?g&p;i‘l'&' to&al area
ROVINCE, n squAare separute " . 3 under sance
miles.. | divisions, | Conser- %2"’]‘:‘:1{ A&}::?f Supernu- P’é’:;{“ Total ‘s:gg;;‘og(:gl:p tioned work-
vators. | cators, | vators. |IDOTBTIEB. oo cie : 1899, ing-plans.
1 2 l 3 4 5 (] ] 7 ] 8 ] 10 11
Bengal ... 13,780 13(a) 1 e 5 3 7 % 4,437 82
North-Western 4,078 16(3) ] ] 7 en 9 28 8,358 82
Provinces and
Oudh,
Central Provinces 19,118 19(¢) 2 10 7 o ] 28 6,920 36

(a) Includes 1, (5) 8, and (¢) 8 Direction divisions.

Touching the simplicity of the Bengal plans, while possibly there is no
more complicated plan in the whole of India than that for the Darjeeling
forests, there cou]g be no more simple plan than that for the Sundarbans
or even that for the Tista forests.

11. The progress made during the year in the compilation of the working-
plans, of which a commencement has already been

Working-plans under preparation. .
&P prep made, is as follows :—

The Singhbhum Working-plan.—This plan is in charge of Mr. Haines, Deputy Conser-
vator of Forests, who on the return to the Circle of Mr. Chester in January 1900, was
laced on special duty for that purpose. Shortly after, in March 1900, Mr. Chester was,
owever, obliged to take furlough, and since that time Mr. Haines has had to carry on the
work in addition to tho charge of the Division. The esseutial field work was delayed until
the appearance of the first of the survey sheets, when, during May and June, four
working oiroles were constituted in the Saitba forest and 16 coupes, with an aggre-
gate area of 5,368 acres, were surveyed and laid off. Prior to this the time could only be
ceoupied in the examination of blocks and in the carrying out of valuation surveys. The
latter extended over 531 acres, of which as much as 172 acres had to be gone over twice
owing to the unsatisfactory work of the temporary amins employed. Much of Part I
of the plan has been written and a list of the trees, shrubs snd economioc plants drawn up.
The cost during the year has been Rs. 365 spent on surveys.

The Purs Working-plan.—Under the ciroumstances explained above, this plan must now
wait uotii Mr. Hatt’s return. The information necessary gr its completion was collected
during the year.

12. In the Kurseoug Division all the sl trees of over 6 feet in girth have been
. Work of the vesr anticioators of the counted and recorded, while a detailed description of the
preparation of regular working.plans,  forests, block by block, has been prepared. Pending the

undertaking of regular operations these records are being
utilized for the framing of the annual plan of operations.

In Angul the Divisional Officer has neglected to record the progress, but it is understood
that type and stock maps are nearing completion. :

Application of provisions of oxist- 13. The provisions of the existing working-plans have
ing working-plans, been worked up to as follows :—

The Darjeeling Forests~The Tasiding and Nagri fellings have now been practically
brought up to date, and it is anticipated that by the end of 1900-1901 all the working-circles,
so far as the well-stooked areas are concerned, will be in agreement with the plan. )
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The Tista Valtey Forests—The general provisions of the plan have been carried out.
The demand for both timber and firewood from these forests has considerably increased
since the plan was framed ; it is, however, unfortunately unequally distributed, and while
blocks VI—X of the Rapgit working-circle are worked to their full extent, blocks I to V
fall below their capability as regards fuel, owing to their greater distance from the existing
markets. Again, in the Tista working-circle the demand falls upon those portions only of
the blocks within oarrying distance of the adjacent tea-gardens, and probably in the near
future, a revision of the boundaries of the blocks of this working-circle will be necessitated.
At present blocks I to 1V are worked below their capability as regards inferior species.

The Tista Forests,.—The report of Mr. Grieve, the Divisional Officer, is very confused,
but, according to Form No. 2, the work is a good deal in arrears, notwithstanding the intro-
duction during the year of departmental operations.

The Jalpaigurs Forests,—The Divisional Officer, Mr. Farrington, makes proposals for the
better laying out of coupes, but is silent as to fhe manner in which the prescriptions are
being followed. From Form No. 2, it is, however, gathered that considerable areas prescribed
have not been worked. -

The Sundarbans Forests.—The prescriptions of the plan were strictly adhered to by the
Divisional Officer and his subordinates. The control of the fellings in the interior of the
forests—a question of some moment—is receiving attention from the Divisional Officer,
Mr. Fordyce, who, however, considers himself helpless without further establishment.

14, Forms Nos, 2 and 3 for the above plans are submitted by Divisional
Officers to the Conservator, who forwards abstracts
of them to the Inspector-General of Forests for
examination, The forms are, however, very irregularly received by the
Conservator except in the case of the Sundarbans, and far more punctuality
i called for in this respect.

15, The measurements taken during the year under report and in
previous years are, as usual, given in Appendix A,
1t is satisfuctory to be abla to state that Divisional
Officers have acted on the remarks made in last report and have carefully
considered the figures now recorded. It is reported that the year-ring countings
in the Darjeeling forests have been discontinued ; no reason for this has been.
given and orders have issued to resume them, Three sample plots in the
Tista Valley forests were laid out some two years ago, the statistics regarding
which will be incorporated next year. .

Control of working-plans.

Calculation of the rate of growth.

() Axnuar Praxs oF OPERATIONS,

16. Annual plans of operations were duly prepared by all Divisional
Officers and submitted for the approval of District
Officers and the Conservator. These plans are
framed for the forest year which is inconvenient as regards the provision of
funds for the works proposed. * In most instances the projects approved of were
duly . carried out, the chief deviations being the non-commencement of the
Jalpaiguri head-quarters house and the non-completion of the Singhbhum
divisional bungalow, the former owing to revision of the budget estimates, and
the latter to the delay of the contractor entrusted with the work.

Annual plans of oporations.

IL-WORKING OF THE YEAR.
(a) CommUNICATIONS AND BUILDINGS.

17. Form No. 51 supplies the details of Communications and Buildings
in the newly prescribed form. The total expendi-
: ture amounted to Rs. 51,820 as compared with
Rs. 54,969 during the year previous, and was thus Rs. 3,149 less.

18. On buildings the total cost was Rs. 28,156 —

General.

Buildings. against Rs. 34,579, or Rs. 8,423 less, the detail
bemg — DiEtience.
1899-1900. 1898.99. 4 -
Rs. Rs. Rs.
Remanorke 1000 e o e

The decresse is mainly accounted for owing to the non-reconstruction of
the head-quarter house at Jalpaiguri, the funds provided having had to be
expunged from the budget, and to the delay of the contractor in the re-erection
of the head-quarter house at Chaibassa. .
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The chief new buildings were the Sonthal Parganas head-quarters house,
which was completed, and three station-houses in the Sundarbans. ‘
19, On roads a total sum of Rs. 22,253 was

Roads and paths. spent, against Rs. 19,107, or Rs. 3,146 more, thus:—

Difference.
1809-1900, 1898.99. 4 _
Rs. Rs. Rs.
New works . o 14,808 10,205 4,690 e
Bep&irﬂ voe ere 7)368 spm s l,u‘

The total length of roads and paths constructed was 84 miles, being 27
miles in excess of the work .of 1898-99, while repairs were carried out along
787 miles as against 842 miles.

It is to be regretted that the wire rope-way erected in the Tista Division

.proved disappointing. The curves could not be successfully managed, and the
ine will have to be re-erected on the usual plan of straight lengths. No
advance in the construction of a mono-rail has been made, and it is not
improbable that after all the light tramway will be found more suitable,

The unprecedented storm, which visited the Darjeeling district on the
24th and 25t£ September 1899, caused very serious damage to roads and paths
within, as well as in connection with, the forests. The thorough repair of forest
roads and paths alone will, it is estimated, cost Rs. 10,000. Of the three cart
roadsin the Darjeeling Division maintained by the Public Works Department, two
were blocked for some months, that on the western side escaping Practically
altogether. Eventually these roads were put in order, but they again suffered
severely from the heavy rain of the earlior part of the season of 1900, and both
now have gaps effectually obstracting cart traffic.

The %oﬁowing statement shows the relative importance of the roads
constructed during the year:—

LeNGTH OF ROAD AND
'PUBPOSE FOR WHICH
Dirvisiox. DESIONED. Relative importance. ReMarxks.
To facilitate For
export. inspection.
1 2 3 4 b
Miles. Miles.
. . 5 - sor Pﬁmﬂ.ry e Iy
?;"J“hng { “ 85. %egondm-y I"é\th 8 feet to 5 foot broad.
ista S e . en ire rope-way.
Kurseon { 1 Ditto we . | Also serges fo{ inspection.,
Taloat g' % lgmor o o | Also facill)itateu export.
alpaiguri vesr o 0. vee e itto.
Buza ; 3 , vas Considerable <. | 20 foot broad.
ote 4 Ditto »o» | Also facilitates export.
Angul 11 Minor. ’
Puri e 8 Considerable ... { Also serves for inspeotion.
Total ... 85 © '
84

20. The following are the divisional details it
is advisable to record :—

Darjesling.—More bridle &t:ths were laid out, but less repairs were done. Funds were
not available to carry out anything like what has fo be done to restore communications in this
Division to their state previons to the storm of September 1899. The new diversion from
the 3rd to the 6th mile of the Pashok Cart road mentioned last year was completed, but
shortly afterwards was hopelessly blocked by the storm. The lessening of the traffic alon
this road, alluded to in last report, has, in a measure, been effected by the opening out of fue
depots at Jorebungalow and Batasidhara capable of holding 10,000 maunds each.

Tista.—A new rest-house at Pankasari was comimenced and a few quarters for sub-
ordinates erected, but the ill-health of the Divisional Officer during the. greater part of the
working season considerably interfered with progress. As stated above it was not possible
to bring the wire rope-way into working order owing {o the curves. The line will be taken
down and re-erected on a simpler method.

Eurseong.—The work was ohiefly confined to repairs, only Rs. 548 being spent on
new constructions. . .

Details by Divisions.
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Jalpaiguri.—~Works were generally of a petty nature. New rangers’ quarters were
completed at Ramshahi hat and those at Apalchand and Dhubjhora iade good progress.

Buza.—The inspection bungalow at Chilapatha was completed, the total cost being
Rs. 527. New range head-quarters were built at Chilapatha and Rangamatti, costin
Rs. 499 and Rs. 260 respectively, while 6 miles of new roads were constructed, upon whioﬁ
Rs. 1,188 were spent.

Sonthal Paryanas,—The divisional head-quarters bungalow at Dumka was completed for
Ps 12,500, the total cost of the building being Rs. 8,918, including Rs. 1,418 compensation
or land.

Singhbhum.—Considerable activity has been shown in this Division, the works under
both 10ads and buildings as regards new construotivns as well as repairs having exceeded
those of the previous year. The principal new buildings were the divisional head-quarters
bungalow (not complete) and rest-houses at Anjitbhera (nearly complete), Samta (half finished),
and Andaganda (begun). Eighteen miles of new roads were constructed compared with 14
in the preceding year, of which no less than 11 were aligned by the Divisional Officer
himself. The chief roads now under construction are :—

(1) Kendbai-Banki.—Connecting the Latua forest with the Goilkera railway station.

(2) Samta Hendakuli-Ratamatia.—Conneoting the Bamta, Tirilposi and Tholokabad
blocks with the Jeraikhela railway station.
(3) Kolbonga- Ponga.—QOonnecting the further side of the Ankua forest with the Man-
harpur railway station.
.Communications and buildings are badly wanted in the Singhbhum forests, and great
oredit is dus to Mr, Haines, the Divisional Officer, for the progress made during the year.
Augul.—The Raigoda rest-house was completed, the total cost being Rs. 1,328, of

which Rs. 974 were spent during the year. oven miles of new roads were constructed,
while all necessary repairs were carried out.

Puri.—The Bagura-Rajin road has now been finished as far as Sibida, 84 miles, of which

31 miles, costiug Rs. 813, were completed during the year. A new room was also added to
the Divisional office at a cost of Rs. 1,018.

Sundaarbans.—The following revenue-station houses were reconstructed :—Khulna, Shella
and Chandpie, costing, respectively, Rs. 1,236, Rs. 1,054 and Rs. 1000. Repairs to steamers,
&o., cost Rs. 9,602, the expenditure on which is, however, shown under head A II.

Chittagong.—Potty works only were carried out, the total ocost amounting to Rs, 1,548.

21. The expenditure of the year on other works amounted to Rs. 1,773
Oth compared with Rs. 2,798 in 1898-99. Nothing was
er works. .
done worthy of note except the paving of three
cattle sheds in the Darjeeling forests and the fencing of the Singhbhum head-
quarters compound.

(6) ProTecTion oF FoREsTs FROM INJURY.

(1) General Protection and Breaches of Forest Law.

22. Full details of forest offences are given in Form No, 52, from which
the following table (ordered by the Government of
India) showing the number and elassification of
the new cases of the year is abstracted : —

Number and classification of new
cases of the year. v

CASES TAEKEN INTO COURT. Casgs COMPOUNDED, CASES UNDETECTED, l ToTaAL Cases,
5 |5F%e &84 s |BB¢ |48 . ¢ 1885 | a8 5 48
SRR LR | g BR Rl 8RRy | £ R (8
Eifsy fRa | | 5 Esh|2zml | 2y |RE2| |\ 7wy |fa5| |
- | el-L k] S g8 k- S8 ey
5 g8 °n.§ g 3 |us 29k § E = 5% _g§§. of H g8 2572 S
S '§-5‘. 2.5 3 S |8S% 5§: ] s |85y |=Eg 8 8 ‘ég.. -sg“' § °
-~ [N < |3, = - |8, . IR E 3
s (54 Bsb i g | s [5RE |Teh| 8 | s BEE |%ak| S | s [ER4 %ay| g |3
AN AR T L AR T IR
g 5 8 | F |5°°°|s%=| 8 | § Sede L 3| F |89c| 54 S g
9 8 4 5 8 7 8 9100} 11 12 18 | 14 15 1 | 17 | 18
" bk
P 1 2 1 1) .. 106 219 | 26 . 1 198 2 | 27! u
. . w | 148 210 10{ .. . . 143 210 | 10 ssg
. 38 18 7] - . 38 18 7 63
) 4 1 3| .. 36 6| 29 1 . 4 39 471 821 122
Buia .. 1 1l 1 ™ 2| 20| 2] 12 6 13 3| 27| ‘3| 48
Sonthal Parganas 1 42 1 1} .. 250 ] 2 8 . 7 292 4 18| 316
Direction 71 . 2| .. 29 81 v | 36 8 9| 44
Palamau ... 9 7 7] .. . 8 70 8 12 10 4] .. 36
Singhbhum 28 4] 2! 17} .. 108 7 4! 70 . 8 149 9| 21! 217
Angal .. .. 5 1 .. 1] - 8 1y .. 8 . 18 9 1 1| ‘34
Pan 1 53 2| 18] .. 240 19 b 4 4 5 207 21| 23| 846
Sundarbans 20 w 251 ... 151 . 1201 ... 7 178 154 | 832
Chittagong 2 22 (] 5| .. 10 lof 2 1] .. 3 82 16 7! B8
Total .| 50| 200| 21| 8| | 1,218| 676| 216| 108 11 6| .. | 166| 1,424 603 | 800 |2,483
Total for 189899 | 19 204 18| 68 1 1,388 620 | 121 80 23 1 1| 100| 1,560 639 | 183 | 2,487
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The total number of cases of the year of all kinds. emounted to 2,483,
being four less than in the previous year. There were, however, 56 ¢ fire’ cases
more and 112 ¢others,” while those of ‘unauthorized felling, &c.’ and of

¢ grazing’ were less by 136 and 386, respectively. The percentage of ¢ unde-
tected cases’ was 4-9.

In the Puri Division a large number of petty cases against the rules
for the protected forests, chiefly for illicit /oils, are dealt with direct b
the Subdivisional Officer of Khurda, who, in the opinion of the Col-
lector, should be vested with powers under section 67 of the Forest Act.

These cases do not appear in the forest returns and the matter is under
discussion.

23. The cases taken iﬁto Court numbered 355, against 307 in 1898-99,

. showing an increase of 48, of which 31 were on

Cases taken into Court. account of injury to the forests by fire, there
being a total of 50 cases of this nature against only 19 in fhe previous year.

Other offences also increased by 18. The following is the usual table of
these cases :—

Nuussr, INCRRASE. |DECREASE,
NATURE o¥ OFPEXNCE.
1888-99, ‘ 1899-1800. In 1689-1900.
1 2 l 3 4 ]
Injury to forests by fire ... ... .. 19 50 31
Uunauthorized fellings, ete. .. .. 204 200 s 4
Grazing without permission w. .. 18 81 3
Other offences e e e en 8 84 18
Total .. 807 353 48 e

Of the total number of cases before the Courts, viz., 355 of the year and
39 brought forward from last year, 301 involving 747 persons were successfully
carried through, 42 and 231 persons were acquitted, while 51 cases remained
undecided. 'Thus the percentage of convictions was 88 compared with 90 and
89 for the two previous years. In Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri, where the cases
were few, convictions were obiained in every instance, while in Singhbhum,
Puri, Sonthal Parganas and Sundarbans, in which divisions the number decided
was 81, 68, 58 and 42, respectively, the convictions were 96, 84, 92 and 93 per
cent. In Buxa three cases were prosecuted, of which two resulted in acquittals,

while in Angul the convictions reached only 37 per cent.; these two divisions -

considerably reducing the average for the Circle, Among ¢ other offences’, of
which there were 84 (18 more than last year), one for impersonating a forest
officer and another for prevention of seizure of property, both in the Sonthal
Parganas Division, met with exemplary punishment, Fire cases will be specially
alluded to under the next following sub-head.

24. Of the 2,105 cases dealt with direct by Divisional Officers under the
Cases disposed of nnd op DOWerS given them under section 67 of tho Indiun
67 of the Tidinn Forest act. "  Forest Act, 1,046 involving 3,962 persons were
compounded for Rs. 12,176, giving an average of
Rs. 6-4-1 per case and Rs. 3-1-2 per person, while 158 were pending payment
of compensation at the close of the year. The figures for the previous year
were 2,057 cases and 4,018 persons, Rs. 6-4-1 and Rs. 3-3-3 compensation
respectively and 99 cases pending. Thus there have been 111 fewer cases
of this nature and 56 persons less dealt with than in the preceding year.
“Generally speaking, the sentences have been adequate, and thus the Courts have
materially assisted in the difficult work of protection, but in two or three
instances there have been lamentahle failures. -
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The following is the usual divisional detail :—

188899, ’ 1899-1900, - AVERAGE=
Drviston. Number _;umber Number Total
oﬂeg{:et. oﬂegtcec. pergcfml. Cg;!zix:;:l- P‘:’:s‘?h P:err:g:.h
received, 4
1 3 l 3 4 5 [} 7
Ra. Re.a. ?.| Rs,a. P
Derjoeling .. . we o 587 1 623 1,256 213 7 $038
Tista e o 389 341 453 924 211 ¢ 32 2
Kurseong .. ... .« M. 87 88 411 7384 410 9
Jalpaigarl ... . e . 50 110 253 1,698 14 8 ¢ 5 8
" Buza ver aee tee e 85 2% 58 405 16 8 2 730
Sonthal Parganas ... .. .. 228 229 882 1,932 8§10 230
Direction .. . e .. 5 85 123 169 413 8 100
Palaman o 13 B 1 15 71 71717 411 9
Singhbhum ... ove . 133 180 403 2168 11210 08 7
Angul 10 19 . 39 104 l'»~ kB $10 8
Puri e e e 126 857 814 1,127 46 2 131
Sundarbans ... . e .. 47 280 90 ) 3,796 13 811 71111
Chittagong ... e 14 22 45 167 798 3n s
Total 2,067 1,948 8,062 12,176 6 41 31 ¢

The chief differences of the year occur in the Darjeeling, Sundarbans,
Buzxa, Jalpaiguri, Angul snd Puri Divisions. In the first three there were
considerably less cases, and in the rest more.

In" the Sundarbans the compensation accepted is usually high, as the cases
are mostly of a more serious nature than in other Divisions. Omitting this
Division it ranges between Rs. 0-8-7 in the Singhbhum Division and Rs. 7-3-9
in the Buxa Division. The variation in the different Divisions is mainly due
to the number of more serious cases compounded, two or three, among say a
hundred, at once bringing up the average. '

25, The cases in which no offenders were traced numbered 122, against
105 in 1898-99. Of these no less than 105 were fire
cases, in which, from the nature of the offence, it is
often very difficult, if not altogether impossible, to trace the culprits. Of the
latter 70 occurred in the Singhbhum Division.

Undetected cases.

(2) Protection from fire.

26. Though the season was, on the whole, favourable for fires, f.c., un-
favourable to protection, mainly owing to the early
retting in of the bot weather, the results of the

ear compare most favourably with preceding seasons. A far larger area was,

owever, burnt over than during the previous year, but it is satisfactory to be
able to say that the extensive disasters, whith chronicled the years 1897-98,
1895-96, 1893-94, 1891-92, were not even approached. Appendix D of last
year’s report will show tbis in a graphic manncr if the year's results are added
to it. The accustomed alternation of good and bad years, which has been the
rule since 1890-91, has becn broken, and if the season of 1900-01 reverts to it,
the forests will have enjoyed three successive good years. Great credit is due
to Mr. Haines and his a-sistant, Mr. Slane, for the zealous manner in which they
personslly engaged in the difficult operation of combatting with the numerous

c

General result of the year.



( 20 )

fires in that hot-bed of fires—the Singhbhum, distriet—and to the stafi of the
Jalpaiguri and Buxa Divisions through whose exertions the spread of fire was

considerably ehecked.
The following are the usual statements showing the disssters and successes

of the year:—
/ s
- ABbstract showing area (¥n aores) burné and unburnt.
(Excluding unclassed forests.).
Peroontage
P tage of enth;a»
Beserved | Protected | o), otarea | reserved
forests,. forests,, {nvolved, and
protected
. forests.,
1 ] ] 4 B [}
Acres, Aocres, Acres.
Areas of which protection was sttempted,
but which were burnt (Form No, 53) 124,345 134,345 19 208
Other areas burnt e e 148 75,487 75,598 } &'Sl{ 194
Ditto departmentally o e 23,548 ¥ 0°3%
Total areas burnt  ,. 148,041 75,447 223,438 368
Areas successtully protected (Form No, 53) ... 1,238,395 1,228,305 90'81 2008
Other areas which escaped burning ... 2,387,465 1,778,763 4,161,287 9768 68°04
Total areas unburnt ... 3,618,860 1,773,763 5,389,022 ‘e 8812
Areas eoncemir‘:lf which information is want~
ing or doubtf s 604,700 802,700 823
Grand total ares of reserved snd pro-
tected forests (Form No. 48) .. .. 3,763,901 | 2,851,909% | 8,115,810 . 100
* Excludes the unknown areas of Ranchi and Manbhum,
Number of fires and areas burnt in each Division.
(Exoluding unclassed forests.)
NU;::::“ AREAS BURNT IN ACRES,
Mvision. 1808-99, 1899-1800,
180898, 1055, | Bpeoially | Bpecially
* | protected | Other rotected | Other
Form areas, Total. | i Porm Areas; Total.
0. 83). 0. 83).
1 ] 3 L] (-3 [] 7 8 9
Darjeeling ... o o 1 1 1 1 ~ . .
Tista P - - . - -
UFBEONE  wee eve  see | ee e
Ipaigud .. [N s 3 ] 110 £4,110 54,280 389 28,778 3,171
Buia ORIl BT 3 B 3,402 889 | 1033 | 10,88 918 107508
Sonthal Parganas .. ... [ 4,62 4,620 e 2,381 3,381
Direotion ... w0 e & 3 ) 3
Palamau v o e 123 15 6,420 7,470 18,890 8,730 ' 3,168 11,898
Singhbhum . .. a7 90 10,420 21,903 81,623 85,870 61,848(a)) 147,718
Angal o . 18 18 1,769 1,762 18,270 . 18,270
Puri o e 41 F14 1,558 10,000 11,358 480 8,080 8,589
Sundarbsus ... I e
Chittagorg . . e 3 3 20 20 1 1
Total .| 148 | 188 23,766 74,993 98,00 | 124,345 90,143 | 223,488

(a) lncludes 54,008 acres found burnt in the Protected Forests. The number of fires concerning this area are

unknownhm. {n specially proteoted areas e s s s ses e « 129 burning 124,345 acres,
» o other areas we s e se ee st e e w88, 75,685
Total . 182, 199,90
Arcas bumt departmentally, v ——‘ 23,548
3,488

Two new areas—the Dhumpara reserved forest in the Buxa Division (area
7,526 acres) and the Sitapahar reserved forest in the Chittagong Division (area
7,020 acres)—have been broughtunder systematic protective measures during the
year, while 1,322 acres of savannahs hitherto burnt departmentally in the
Jalpaiguri Division have been included in the specially protected area. Thus
the area attempted to be protected has been inereased by 15,868 acres and
reduced by 236 acres cultivated area thrown out in the Darjeeling Division and
now stands at 1,352,740 acres, or 2,114 square miles, eompared: with 1,337,108
acres, or 2,089 squares miles in the previous year.
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One hundred and eighty-two distinct fires occurred covering 199,940 acres,
of which 129 extending over 124,345 acres happened in the areas under
protective measures (the reserved forests). The failures were therefore 124,345
acres gepresenting 9'19 per cent., against 23,756 acres, or 1*77 per cent., in
1898-99. :

The hill forests practically escaped fires aliogether, the disasters being
confined to the plains forests.

Somne praise is due to the officers of the Department for this gratifying issue
of the year’s operations; it eannot, as was the case last year, be attributed in
the mam to favourable rainfall, though welcome showers in the latter half of
April rendered considerable assistance in that most notorious of all districts—
Singhbhum.

No rainfall tables are this year appended to the report, but the above
remarks are borne out by the records of the Meteorological Department.

Speaking of the specially protected areas, the Singhbhum district again
heads the list with 80 fires spreading over 85,870 acres, followed by Angul
.with 13 fires covering 18,270 acres, and Buxa with 16 fires burning 10,588 acres.
In Palamau there were 7 fires consuming 8,730 acres; other Divisions were
almost free from fires. In Singhbhum it is said that the fires in 1899-1900
were worse than in 1898-99 in consequence of the small area burnt in 1898-99,
while in Buxa 8,023 acres of the area involved consisted of open sissu forest

most difficult to protect.
‘The following shows the proportion of failures to area taken in hand : =

Singhbhm e .o ove 18-32 per cent,
Angul we 1187 7,
Palaman ver - - 1736
Buxa see o w836 »

The system of protection pursued has been the same as last year. The
remarks of the Government of India in paragraph 4 of their review of the last
report on this subject are not applicable to Singhbhum, seeing that cover over-
head is unfortunately an impossigility in forests of so hot and dry a nature.
The trees left on the lines drop their leaves through Febr and March, if
not removed, and render repeated burnings necessary, while & heavy growth of

ass can be got rid of in one cutting and burning.

The total expenditure incurred on protective measures and the "arrest of
fires amounted to Rs., 13,577 as against Rs. 12,781 in 1898-99, of which
Re. 154 were spent on new areas, The average cost per square mile of area
attempted was thus Rs, 642 compared with Rs. 6:-16. The expenses were
higher in all Divisions except Angul, Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling, but chiefly

8o in Singhbhum and Buxa. The oIl .
27. efollowing statement gives the origin of
Osasea of the fires. the fires of the year underthe prescribed headings :—

2
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Of the 129 fires in the fire-traced areas, 15 extending over 4,556 acres
were due to accident in burning the traces, 15 covering 12,854 acres came
from without, while 87 burning 99,912 acres were set alight inside the
reserve. Of the latter, again, 23 spreading over 39,065 acres arose out of
carelessness on the part of villagers and others passing through the forests,
and 62 damaging 60,786 acres are said to have been ignited intentionally,
viz :—

31 burning 381,037 acres to olain new grass.

21 » 19,452 ,, to turn out game,
10, 10,297 ,, maliciously.

Thus again the chicf disasters must be attributed to the desire of the
neighbouring villagers to procure an early supply of new succulent grass and
to their propensity for game, the former, however, being this year more pro-

minent than the latter.
28. Form No. 52 shows there to have been 156 cases of injury to forests
by fire against 100 during 1898-99, of which num-

Prosecutions for offences by fire.

tected cases, 70 belong to the Singhbhum Division and 12 to Buxa.

ber 105 or 67 per cent. remained undetected, 1 was
by mistake compounded, and 50 were taken before the Courts. Of the unde-

The

following table gives a full and comprehensive detail of the prosecutions,
including two cases brought forward from last year :—

DETAILS OF PROSECUTION FOR OFFENCES BY FIRE. '
Division, . Character of REMARES.
ni?:l?elr 2:::: offence (whether | c“lei]tet:}:loror Section of law under) , o . ishment
£ 5 careless or i W which convicted. mou punishment.
of tire. | (acres). intentional). convicterd,
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Darjeeling ... Nil | Careless Convicted ... | Section 25(b), Indian| Five weeks’ rigorous | Setting fire to cultivation
Forest Act. imprisonment. near the reserve and
allowing the fire to
cross the bonndary line,
0 21 ucres burnt.
r 2 50 | Intentional, but | Convicted . | Section 25(}), Indian {One montb’s rigorous
not malicious, Forest Act. imprisonment.
3 100 Ditto Ditto Ditto Fined Rs. 100 and to pay
Jalpaiguri Rs. 25 as compensation
for damage done.
l 8 20 | Malicious Ditto - Ditto Three months’ rigorous | Sentence upheld by the
imprisonment and fine | Deputy Commissioner
& of Ra, 20, on appeal.
Total 3 [ [ .
Sonthal Parganas| ... 1| Careless  ...| ... G A Pending.

A child cooking. Case
since withdrawn and
compounded.

4| 2,560 | Careless Convicted Section 25(3), Indian { One offender. Fine of | Smoking out bees.
Forest Act. Rs, b.

b 640 | Intentional .| ... B Pending. Firing a gun,

8 960" | Ditto veenes S e Pending.

13 195 | Caroless w. | Acquitted ... corvan Ten offenders Kindling  fire under
mahna trees in protect-
ed forest.

14 200 | Ditto w. | Convicted .. | Section 82(d), Indian | Two offenders. Fine of Ditto.

Forest Act. Rs. 8 each. .
15 160 | Ditto .. | Ditto o Ditto One offender. One | Kindling fire in protect.
Palamau < month’s rigorous im-i ed forest.
g:isc;x(n)ment and fine of
- Nil | Intentional Ditto o | Seclion 25 (3), and {¢),} Two offenders.  One | Smoking out bees.
lodian Forest Act.| month’s rigorous im-
prisonment cach,
Nil Ditto ... | Ditto Section 25(3), Indian| Two  offenders.  Six | Setting fire to endanger
Forest Act. months’ rigorous im-| the reserve.
prisonment cach.
Nil Ditto Ditto Ditto One offender. Fine of Ditto.
\ Ra, 10.
T .tal . 9 4715 S [ RN .
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] DETAILS OF FROSECUTION FOR OFFENCES BY FIRE.
, !
REMARKS,
DIvIsION, . Are Character of | Whoeth i
lis;nb:lr burnt offence (whether! dc‘gx:?iettegror ' mtﬁ?‘dh'! \::gs' Amount of punighment, -
careless or sonvicted. which convioted. . :
|| of fire, | (acrea,) intentional), 1 ;
i
1 2 3 4 b 6 7 8 R
. : Seati i § Setting fire to cultivation
| Case of | (1,280) | Careless e | Convioted ... [Section 32(d), Tndian | One oflender, Fine of 1
Aot. Rs., 25, which spread to the
J 1898-99, Forest Ao hien w{fo;ut.
i - it s itto .. | Section 25(8), Indian | Two offenders. Two | Kindling fire for cooking.
. Ditto - Ditto Di Forest A(og.' months’ rigorous im-
Pprisonment each,
, 9] 820" s L e Szgg-lound %o bo in.
] 6 15; Intentiona} ... | Convicted ... s‘i‘?t?r::tzi(cbt).’ Indian e sane and sent to lunatio
Foop ofenders. Acquit
i our offenders. vit-
J 17 { 2,660 | Doybtful .. [ Acquitted .. | s . tod of the charge fx?:der
. section 25 (¢), but con-
victed under section 25
| g)nof theft of bamboos.
. ine of 8 annas each,
i « | Section 25(c), Indian | One offender.  Two | Caught red-handed set-
2 1 | Intentioual Canvioted vt {e) mooths' gorous | 60 8 blf,‘fhtgh to, e
i ' or (.} ourt
' priscamept. held that the firo was
kindled for emoking
and that there was no
s:védencﬁze of intention,
Careless w1 Ditte +.. | Rules under section | One  offender. Two | Setling fire to cultivation
ﬁ et 1% 75, Indian Forest,| weeks’ rigorous im.| and allowing it to cross
Aet. prisonment, the boundary line,
51| 5,440 Ditto ...| Ditte «. | Section 25(c), Indian| One offender.  Six | Kindling fire for coaking,
' Forest Act, montbs’ rigorous im-.
Bection 25(b) Opm‘mt?::de 0 Ditto  fo ki
i ion 25(8), Indiam | One  of r. ' 2 r smoking.
56 120 Ditto ~{ Ditto Forest Aot montb’s rigorous Ao
: Section 25 Obe offesder. Three| Ditte for cooki
: _ : . | Section 25(c), Indian/ One offender. L) - og
8| 2560/ Ditto - Disto Forest A(Et?' months’ rigorous im-.| fruits
Opriaonnéenté One | Believed to be malicio
i i Section 25(6), Indi ne offender, ne 1 licious,
66 & 78 | 7,040 | Intentional ...| Ditto | Foreat A::t). 180 | X reck's rigorous im-| but evidencs of lighting
prisonment. a fire for cooking only
] Lt_)b;«:_mable. 5
i i ..|One offender. Th ighting a re for
67 4,450 | Carcless . Ditto ae. Ditto . months'e l’ieg - ;;e. roasting fruits sad lofy
Binghth prisonment. CL;b}!rtl:i(;lg} o fre
i wm ... . $ : Tw ffond victed of earryin,
e ] 68 | 1,600 | Doubttul o | Ditto sﬁ;ﬁtﬁ' Todian o o’enri;t)"r'cbul Tx:f into the reserve;?o groof
prisonment each, (;f ngé?tipg tb: fire.
j Dit: v. | OD8 offender. Three nvicted of emok.ng.
69 960 | Cyreless .. { Ditso - 1o mouthe whecrous o
Obe " offonder.  Four | Kindling fire for muok
i i Ditto . | One  offender. our | B or smok.
n 480 | Dikte - | Ditte months’ rigorous im-| ing.
prisonment. - .
i i Ditto .. |One offender. Fifteen | Kindling fire for cooking.
79 2,240 | Ditko ~.| Ditto days’ rigorous  im-
prisonment. .
i i Ditto ... | OD® r. Three | Setting fire to dry leaves
80 801 Ditto « { Ditto months’ rigorous im.| Lnder a mahua tree,
prisonment, 3
Pending. Three men set
82| 25680 - e fire to the forest to
faciiitate searching for
Klostl cattle.
i ti i One offender. Th indling fire to
84 1,280 | Carclows .| Comvicted . |Section 26(c) Indian monthe’ rigorous im| birds he bad sbot.
. oprisonment. ™ Couking fish and 1 ving
i i i Ditto ... | Ope  offender. ‘en k1. s and Jea
Nil Ditto w{ Ditto dsys’ rigorous im-.| 8reburning.
Opnsonxgenlé. Two | Cooking fish
i i itto - Ditto ... | One offender. o .
il Ditto e bit months’ rigorous im.
prisonment, ’ o .
Nil Ditto w | Ditto .. | Section 25(5), and (¢), Ditto o | Kindling fire for cooking,
- sgggi‘nzf;‘"m ﬁct' Ditto Ditto  for smoking
Nil Ditto .| Ditto e ion Ac(:?.’h ian i tbg thrubbing o
gether.
N cres neree Pending. Kindling fire for
» i neoee sees 4 cookiug by two sabai.
grass  cutters. Since
Kivditng
i i i offender, 0 indling fire in protect-
. Nil |Careless o | Convicted ... Berghonl3A2‘(;:'), Indian o::mth's rigorous i::. ed forest, sndangering
prisonment. thoD g'te'rrvo. diteo
. Ditto ...| Ditte Ditto Ditto e i itto,
- gli} Ditto . | Ditto .| Dittr Ditto l&tw g;uo.
Nil | Dite  ..| Ditto  ..| Ditlo Ditto | o Ditto ditto,
- Nil | Ditto 14 Ditto | Ditto.. Ditto ng:mg fire for cooking
L Nil | Ditto - | Ditto Ditto Ditto " Ditto ditto.
Total .. &0 | 81,887 T
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DETAILS OF PROSECUTION FOR OFFENCES BY FIRKE,
D1visIon, . Character of Rumnxs,
Serial | Areas Whether . )
‘number | burnt of!em](;sh%thor acquitted or s‘ﬁ:&i gm;‘a‘}“ Amount of punishment.
of fire. | (aores). | . onal), eopvicted. | - - :
1 3 8 7} L] I 6 7 8
{ 3 400 | Carelosa, - | Acquitted - Two offenders .. | Setting fire to jungle and
allowing it to cross the
3 boucdary line.
. 4 | 10,240 | Ditto o O covese U . Pending. Shooting deer.
The case has since the
elose of the year been
disposed of and the of-
X L fender acquitted.
Angul 4 5 2,240 | Intentional ... | Aoquitted ... e [ Maliciously- setting fire,
A : ’  Acquitted  of
offence, but
cflor theft of forest pro-
uce.
7 * 12 | Carelesa w | Convicted ., | Section 25(c), Indian { One offender. Two | Shooting deer.
Forest Act, months’ rigorous im-
: : prisonment,
L 10 240 { Intentional ... { Aoquitted ..| = .... One offender . | Prosecuted qn suspicion.
Total 5 | 19,192 O T
Puri Nil. | Careless we | Convicted ... | Section 25(c), Indian | One offender. One | Carrying fire through the
Forest Act. week's rigorous im-| reserve,
* prisonment, :
» 1 | Intentional ... {Convicted « | Section 25(¢), Indian | Two offenders :  one | Setting fire by graxiers,
N Forest Act, fine of Rs. 5, and the
Chittagong ... . - other 15 striges,
. Careloss, o | Ditto, e Ditto s | Three offenders. Fime [ Burning ¢ jhum,’ and al.
- of Rs, 2 each. lowing the fire to enter
] ; thereserves
Total: 2 D o O O
GRAND TOTAL... 52 |49,886 R [ RN T s

Of the 52 proseeutions, seven were undecided at the close of the year, five
were’ scquitted, and 40, or 89 per cent., resulted in convictions. Rigorous
imprisonment, ranging from one week to six months, was awarded in 32 of the
latter, while seven met with fines of Rs. 2 to Rs. 100..

The Singhbhum Pivision is the only Division that sent up any large num-
ber of cases, and in regard to it the improvement upon last year’s results is most
gratifying. Out of 27 cases prosecuted, imprisonment was awarded in 24 -
and fine in one, there being only one acquittal, while one accused was declared
insane and sent to the asylum. It is to be regretted such good results
eapnot be reeorded in the case of Angul, where, out of four cases decided,
punishment was given in one only.

It is satisfactory that the sentences awarded have been of a much more
deterrent nature than was the case during the previous year, though there
are still one or two instances where the punishment meted out was lament-
ably insufficient. For instance, in Palamau for carelessly using fire in the
collection of honey which caused the burning of 2,560 acres, a paltry fine of
Rs, 5 is considered sufficient, while, in Singhbhum, under similar circumstances
15 days’ jail is held to be adequate for the burning of 2,240 acres..

Considering the difficulty in most fire cases of procuring any evidence
at all whenever convictions are obtained, the punishment ought, in all cases,
to be exemplary, and it is satisfactory to know that the attention of the
Deputy Commissioner has been specially called by Government to the last
case above mentioned. :

It may, in coneluding this important subject, be further mentiened that, in
consequence of the many and severe fires in the early part of the season in the
8aitba block of the Singhbhum Division which is burdened with concessions,
Government has agreed to the Department closing to the enjoyment of these

rivileges, at once and at its discretion, such portions of the forest as may
Ee burnt over. In addition propossls have also been made at the instance
of the Government of India to alter the existing law and to make villagers
jointly responsible for fires, These endeavours should bear good fruit, ‘
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(3) Regulation of Grazing and Protection from Cattle.
29. The following table shows the area in square wiles closed and open

to grazing compared with that of the previous

A losed and to ing. . s . -
Tous clomeC ANCopen Yo BMETE  year; the details are exhibited in Form No. 54 :—

RESERVED FORESTS. PrROTECTED FORESTS,
Year. Area closed | Ares closed | Area open Area closed | Area closed | Area o]
Total area. to all to browsers to al Total area, to all to browsers to al
animals, anly. animals, : animals, only. animalg.
1 3 3 4 11 [] 7 8 ?
Square miles.
1800-1900 e X 5,443 21 417 3,878 1,042 11 1,722
1898-99 . 5,881 5,408 20 398 3,816 2,083 11 1,728
Difference - 25 + 1 + 24 - 141 - 141
" UxcrasseD FoREsTS. ToTAL.
. .
Ares closed | Area olosed | Area open Area closed | Area closed | Area 0]
Total area. to all to browsers to al Total ares. to all to browsers, toal
animals. only. aniwals. animals. animals.
1 ' 2 3 4 ) [] 7 ‘ 8
4,033 e 4,033 13,589 7,385 32 6,173
4,033 4,033 18,730 7,851 31 6,148
- 41 - 168 +1 + 24

The change in the total area is due to the exclusion of 141 square miles
already mentioned in paragraph 3. The other changes occurred as follows :—
Darjeeling Division.—Of 10 square miles previosly closed, 9 were thrown open to all
animals and 1 was closed to browsers.
Kurseong Division.—15 square miles closed were opened.
In continuation of the remarks made in paragraph 34 of the last report
Mr. Keventer is almost ready with his dairy farm at Senchal, the fence around
the Darjeeling water supply catchment area has been erected, to the cost of
which the Department contributed Rs. 1,700, three dathans have-been paved and
one gowala has been given ¢ acre of land for a vegetable garden.
30. No arrangements have been hpomsible in the matte&' gf regulating
i . razing in the protected forests, and the matter has
Regulation of grazing. %or theg prelsent;p been accepted by Government as
- impracticable. )
31. The following table, abstracted from Forms Nos. 54 and 55 (excluding
the unclassed forests), exhibits the area grazed over

alue of grazing. . 4
Extent and valuo of grazing aud the value of the grazing fees contrasted ,with

the previous year :—

. FREE DURIXG
[ AT PULL AT PRIVILEGED BY RIGHT UNDER PLEASURB
£ RATES, EATES, BETTLEMENT, op Toraz.
GOVERNMERNXT,
E - -2 -
YEaAR. % '8 FuErs o a a
K 8 - g g, | s | 8,
Blg 5003 | g [%F| % | 2E)% |8 £
8 8 3 8 SF 8 SE . %
E — [ st & oF — @ —_ @ ] £
5| 2| 3 [ IREAE B3 | 3 | Bz 3 2=
o -~ -
& g.] = & S & & g | & 8 &
1 ‘ 2 3 4 l 5 [} ‘ 7 8 9 l 10 l 11 123 13
Rs. Rs. Rs. Ra Rs. Ra.
RESERVED FORESTS,
16901900 ., ... ool 417 8,643 | 15,308 | 39,905 {(a)1,609] 14,808 512 960 | 46,060 | 81,170
189890 i e wee 898 | 5,799 | 15,725 89,665 [{a)1,563| 14,734 491 983 45,855 81,87
Difference in 1809-1900 + 24 —156 | — 417 . +3W0 + 108} + 139 wos +21 +31 + 201; - A7
PROTECTED FORESTS.
1809-1800 .o ... . | 1,722 | 15,818 | 4350 | 167.500 [(B) ... [ 44,000 | 250,017 83,582 433,333 , 041
180899 ... .. ... 1,728 | 12,209 | 3.440 | 167,800 {(B) ... | 44,000 | 259,017 86,582 | ... 420,728 84,023
Difference In 1899-1800 +3,600| + 919 . . e +3,800 + 019

a) This sdoc:: not "g‘-"'"gf fees realized under the commutation system and credited to  R1Ig,” the apportionment 0f which
18 n practicable.
(b) Oredited to * RI11g ' apporti t not practicable
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The total area grazed over extended to 2,139 square miles and was 24
square miles in excess of the area so utilized last year, while the number of
cattle that resorted to this area amounted to 479,395, and the total value of
fees at full rates to Rs. 1,16,111 compared with 475,581 and Rs, 1,15,439 in
1898-99. The increase was thus 3,814 head of cattle and Rs. 672 in fees. The
figures over which the Department practically has alone control, are those
dealing with full rates; for the reserved forests these were slightly in decline,
and for the protected forests somewhat in excess of those of last year, the
latter owing to better collections in the Puri Division. No returns have been
received for the Angul protected forests which are under the management of
the Deputy Commissioner.

32. Five hundred and ninety-seven cases of illicit grazing were detected,
of which 21 were prosecuted and 576 compounded,
compared with 18 and 620 in 1898-99.

The subjoined statement shows the cattle impounded :—

Protection from cattle.

NumBer or CarrLE IMPOUNDED.
Divistox. £ |Bullocks| Goats Other Total Total Difference.
= and and animals or for |—mm—
g cows. | sheep. " |1899-1900. |1898 99. |y o |1 o ronte
@ I
1 2 3 4 b (] 7 8 9
' ]
RESERVED FORESTS.
Darjeeling ... 105 8 5 us | 282| . 164
Jalpaigar 984 871 [ 1,860 | 8,266 - 1,395
Palaman e ver 80 e 80 86 36
Binshbhnm s oo 4’ .os ‘ eee se ‘7 [ 47 ’
Pur. .. | 14| Tses| 542 | '4b6 87| ..
Chittagong vee 27 s cer 27 40 e 13
Total . 1,166 1,441 8 10 2,824 4,098 1,474
PROTEQTED FORESTS.
Palaman . 54 3 .. 67 ... 67 | ...
Puri... L164 | .. 1,154
Total ... 54 3| .. 67 | 1,154 | ... 1,097
Gea¥p ToTar .| 1,219 | 1,444 8 10 2,681 | 5,252 - 2,671

Only half the number of cattle were sent to the pound, as were so treated
last year. The chief differences occur in the Jalpaiguri Division in the reserved
forests and in the Puri Division in the protected forests, but in neither
instance has any explanation been given by the Divisional Officers concerned,

(¢) ImPROVEMENT oF Forest GROWTH.

(1) Natural reproduction.

33. Natural reproduction was treated of in considerable detail in the last
report ; it will therefore suffice this year to mention
merely the most prominent particulars. In g pro-
vince like Bengal, where its 13,589 square miles of forests are distributed over
an area of 156,571 equare miles, theremust be considerable local peculiarities, and
it is difficult to generalize and to bring a subject of such wide scope asnatural re-
production into a few brief words. It mi:.iy, owever, be said that, on the whole,
the year was afairly normal one for seed, while seedlings of most species were
obgerved. Though in Jalpaiguri damage to the sal foliage, caused by cater-
pillars said to belong to Dasychira Thwaitesii, is said to have prevented
the production of seed, in Singhbhum the extreme dryness of the soil
hindered the germination of such sdl seeds as were produced, and in Buxa
similar results were ascribed to a dense undergrowth. In the Sonthal Parganas,

D

General remarks,
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it is said, some 80 per cent, of the sdl seed crop is blown down before
it is ripe and lost. In the Ninghbhum Division the attempt to procure natural
seedlings from the forests for the forest garden at Chaibassa discovered the
fact that seedlings of several species, other than sil, die down in a hot
season and shoot out again on the advent of the rains.

The sample areas selected and counted in 1897-98, to test the ability of
g4l seedlings to maintain themselves, show that 47 per cent. have died,

As instances of what a judicious preparation of the soil to receive the seed
might effect, it may be remarked that, in the Singalila forests of the Darjeelin
Division, the hoeing up of the ground around a du%k and a champ tree resulteg
in a dense cover of young seedlings which have been fenced in in order to
watch the progress of the experiment, while the new embankment on the
railway that now runs through the Buxa forests is in places nearly covered
with sl seedlings. Closely connected with this it is satisfactory to observe
that the fresh landslips in the Takdah Range of the Darjeeling Division are
being self-sown with utis (Alnus nepalensis), and that the areas devastated b
the cyclone of 1897 in the Chittagong Division are being naturally reclothe(i
Teak reproduces itself from seed profusely at Dumka.,

Bamboos.—The flowering of the following species has to be recorded :—

Arundinaria aristata (Rafo nigala) in Singalila,
" falooneri (Singhane or Maling) in Singalila, Goompahar, and Senchal.

Bambusa arundinacea continued to seed in Angul.
Undetermined species in Tista and in Tasiding.
Coppice—S4l is said to be progressing favourably in Jalpaiguri and teak in
Sitapahar. |

(2) Artificial reproduction.

34, Form No, 56 gives the details of artificial reproduction. Three
Gonoral hundred and four acres have been added during the
eneral. year, compared with 277 in 1898-99, bringing the
total area now under plantations to 6,684 acres, as against 6,380 acres. The
total cost amounted to Rs. 12,714 and compares as follows with tbat of the
previous year :—
1890-1900. 1898-99.  + -

. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
New plantations ... 2,443 2,459 e . 18
Up-keep of previous plantations 8,386 3,648 4,739 ..
Nurseries 1,886 2,263 3717
Total 12,714 8,368 4,346

35, No addition has been made to regular plantations, the area of which

R Iantati remaing at 2,872 acres. A very large sum,

ogular plantations. amounting to Rs. 4,040, which accounts for the

striking difference under ‘“up-keep ” shown above, has, however, been spent on

the exceptional work of cutting back and removing trees demaged by the

cyclone of 1897 in the teak plantations of the Chittagong Division. The sale of

tge trees thus removed brought in a revenue of Rs. 5,100,

36. Three hundred and four acresdlhave bf%l pl2anted out during th}? year

. at an expenditure of Rs. 2,443 compared with 227

Cultural operations. acres cosl')aing Rs. 2,459 in 1898-99fmthus the total

area on which cultural operations have been carried out now stands at 3,812 acres

as against 3,508 acres. The entire cost, including up-keep and nurseries,
amounted to Rs, 8,646 compared with Rs. 7,736 during the previous year.

The chief work was the planting of the regeneration coupes of the
Darjeeling forests. -

The following are the divisionsl details :—

Darjesling.—Two hundred and seventy acres were added against 245 acresin 1898,
the total expenditure rising from Rs. 6,639 to K. 7,199. Of the latter, Rs. 1,906 were spent
in the cdlearing of old lines, Rs. 2,049 in filling up vacancies, and Rs. 1,614 (including
Res. 188, the ocost of collecting 344 maunds of seeds) on nurseries, The coupe planting
extended over 244 acres, while 26 acres were sown in the Tista Valley forests.
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Kurseong.—Vacancies in the Paglajhora area were planted up with 6,886 tun, 2,258
champ, 70 saj and 80 kabashi at a cost of Rs. 54. The total expenditure, including the pay
of two malis, was Rs. 437. The average girths of the principal treesin the Dhobijhora planta-
tion were as follows :—

First measure- Measurement Increase
ment, in in

June 1894, May 1800. §ix years.
Cypreoss T - 46 4873 278
Cryptomeria ... e e 89 43-36 436
Biota ate 33 35'82 2.82

Jalpaiguri.— The usual sowings in conjunction with cultivation and the planting of bam-
boos comprised 7 acres, on which an expenditure of Rs. 302 was incurred. Last year's opera-
tions have turned out fairly successful ; those of the season under report are still doubtful.

Palamau.—Seven acres were added at a cost of Rs. 209.

Puri.—Sixteen acres were planted in lines with 2,193 teak and 3,383 Pterocarpus
Marsupium and Dalbergia lanceolaria, also 4 acres of blanks with 1,995 of the latter species.
The work cost Rs. 105 and is ex'Eooted to be suocessful. Rupees 111 were spent on clearing
4 miles of lines for forward work.

(3) Early thinnings.

37. The Poomong and Dooteria plantations in the Darjeeling Division
were thinned at a cost of Rs. 379, also compart-
ment Va of the Bamonpokri teak plantation. The
usual clearing of the coupes in the blocks under regeneration preparatory to
plaﬁtingothem up was undertaken over 320 acres, the expenditure amounting
to Rs. 501.

General.

(4) Other operations for the improvement of the growing stock,
38. The following statement exhibits the area over which the cutting of

Creeper cuiting. creepers was carried out :-—
: Average
Division. A:F g Cost. cost per
ones. acre.
1 2 3 4
Rs. Annas.
Darjeeling oes 6,431 611 1'562
Tista - 2,120 166 126
Kurseong 8,130 618 121
Jalpaiguri 6,430 634 132
Palaman s 3,660 47 0-21
Puri 1,724 161 1-49
Total .. | 28,395 2,137 120
Total for 1898-99 ... 24,609 2,147 140

The area gone over amounted to 28,395 acres, or 3,786 acres in excess of
that done last year, while the cost reached only Rs. 2,137, or Rs, 10 less. This
aggregate result, both as regards area and average cost, is mainly owing to the
operations in Palamau which hitherto have not taken place. Differences
occurred in all divisions, but notably in Jalpaiguri and Puri.

(6) Ezperiments.

39. In addition to describing new experiments worthy of note made
during the year under report, it is necessary in
some cases to continue remarks previously made
on former experiments. This section of the report is, therefore, longer than
it otherwise would be if confined merely to the work of the year. With few
exceptions the officers of the Department do not evince much zeal in this
direction, and consequently experiments are not many, and what have been
taken up have mostly been initiated by the Conservator.

General.

» 2
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40. The clearing of the ground under and around seed bearers in the

Senchal regeneration coupe has been discontinued,

Clearance of the ground under g5 the subsequent felling in the coupe did away with

paront frees: all the advantages it was hoped would have resulted,

The reason scarcely seems sound in view of tho reported success of a similar
experiment alluded to in paragraph 33.

Prizviovs EXPRRIMNNTS.

41, Kashmir Walnuts.—Three-fourths of the 2,000
soedlings planted out at Rangirum are doing well.

Spanish chestnuts— One hundred seedlings have been successfully put out from the
Rangirum nursery into the forest around. One of the four plants at Kalimpong has died.

Quercus serrata.—This species promises to do well at Darjeeling and the 1,200 seedlings
reported alive last year have been transplanted out into the poorly-stocked ecoupe of 1897-98.
Others have also been tried in the Seem block of the Tista Valley forests.

Horse chestnuts.—Twenty are still alive.

Enqlish oak.—Are not thriving at Kalimpong.

Chincse oak.—~Two hundred of the seedlings noticed last year have been put out mnear
Rangirum aud are doing well.

Camphor.—Five trees transplanted into the forest all died ; five are still in the nursery ;
and one at Tista Bridge It is clear bad work was the cause of death of the transplants.

Eriodendron anfractuosum.—At Lopchu they have all died, but are progressing favourably
at Jalpaiguri. At Gorumara the hot weather killed all but two., This species produces the
kapok of commerce. .

Caesalpinia coriaria.—Divi-divi is not a success at Sukna—it is too wet. Twenty-nine
plants that remained from last year’s sowings are from three to six feet high, but appear
sickly. In the Santhal Parganas the introduction is accompliched ; 930 plants swere
transplanted during the year, of which over 50 per cent. lived.

Exotics,

ExrrriMENTS OF THE YEAR.

Pheriz rupicola.—Two and & half pounds of seed were sown at Sukna, resulting in 248
seedlings, or 10 per cent.; germination is still going on. 4

Ischemum angustifolinm.—A few seeds of Sabai or Bhabur grass from Singhbhum sown
at Sukna did not germinate freely ; only four plants remain, and they are not healthy. The
rlace seems too wet. Bix thousand and five hundred square feet were planted at Katikund
during the rains at 18 inches apart, with a view to calculate the yield. The first year’s
growth was insignificant and not ascertained. At the close of the year the plants were about
two feet high.

Ochlandra travancorien.~Out of nine ounces of seed of the Travancore bamboo sown at
Kalimpong only a few plants came up.

Castanospermum australe,—Forty-five plants of the Moreton Bay chestnut were received
from Ootacamund aud planted out at Bamonpokri on the 31st July 1900.

Agave sisalana.—Old plants of sisal hemp at Katikund are doing well ; 26 new suckers
were transplanted. _

Eucalyptus ep.—Six plants have been planted out at Koderma and are doing well.

Dendrocalamus strictus.—Has done fairly well in Tista; 40 per cent. sucoeeded at
Dumka. At Chaibasea sowings of last yoar are now 2} feet high where watered, but where
left to themselves only 8 inches.

A forest garden has been established at Chaibassa.

42. Ficus elastica.—One hundred and twenty-four cuttings at Tashiding
. ~ now average 30 feet high and are throwing out
trfe::te“sm“ of rubber-producing gerig] roots. Sixty-four have been transplanted into
] Mangbur, 12 in the forest around the nursery, and 6
at Kalimpong. Seed sown in Chel and Gorubathan nurseries has germinated
well. Nine seers of seed procured from Assam were sown in carefully prepared
nurseries at Sukna, at Gulma and at the ninth mile on the Tista Valley road;
" the result was unsatisfactory; at Gulma the seed did not germinate at all, while
at Sukna 66 and at the 9th mile only 10 seedlings came up. Fifteen pounds of
seed sown in pots at Kaptai produced 700 seedlings, of which, however, only 187
seem to have survived. These have been pricked out into nursery beds and are
doing extremely well. Fifty-seven cuttings have produced fine, healthy plants.
One hundred and fifty seedlings produced in the Tista Valley from locar seed
and from seed from Assam have been planted out in Mangwa block. Fresh seed
sownhduring the rains of 1899 germinated, but all the seedlings died in the cold
weather.
Manthot (laziovii (Ceara rubber).—At Buxa these did not germinate, while
Tista has not reported the result of the seed sown last year.
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Hovea brasiliensis (Para rubber).—The 3,150 seeds received last year were
distributed as follows:—

Kurseong 1,000 ; Jalpaiguri 650; Buxa 1,500. In Kurseong (at Sukna)
651 produced plants, but only 273 survived and are strong and healthy, being 17
inches to 42 inches high. In Jalpaiguri and Buxa they were not a success.
In all cases the seed did not arrive till the end of October and many had
germinated during transit. A fresh consignment of 6,000 seeds was received
during September 1900 and it is hoped this batch will be more successful.

Kickzia africana and Castilloa elastica (The new West African and Central
American rubber trees).—Forty-five and 110 young plants were obtained from
Ootacamund since the close of the year (31st July 1900) and have been planted
out at Sukna.

43. The preparation of tannin extract from the bark of the Ceriops
candollcana was continued, and four maunds of the
extraot sent to the Peporter on Fconomic Products
to the Government of India. Fifty maunds of the bark were forwarded to the
Imperial Forest School at Dehra Dun.

A sample (277 maunds) of Gewa wood ( Ercacaria agallockha) was given to
the Bally Paper Mills to test its proporties as a paper making material, but no
report has yet been received. ,

Further specimens of aconites were forwarded to the Reporter on Economic
Products, also tubers and bulhs of Dioscoreas, the latter at the request of the
Director of Agriculture, Bengal.

Economio products.

(d) ExprorraTion or MaJor Forest Propuck,
(1) Clear or regeneration fellings.

44, Re-generation fellings are confined to the Darjeeling forests. The
working-plan prescribes 317 acres to be treated under

Rogeneration fellings. this method ; the following was accomplished: —

Acres.
Arrear coupes e e 352°6
- Coupes of the year ... .- 179
Advance coupes ... . 18
Total e 519°6

(2) Selection fellings.
45. The following is an abstract of the seclection fellings undertaken

Selection fellinga. so far as reported :—
Forest. Aam.m Material removed. Exploitation.
Darjeeling forests oo 1,429 32 trees=2,105 o. ft. solid ... As per working-plan,
Si . 85 green trees ... .. :
ingalila O 268 dead Seleotion cver 10,170 acres.

116 sal trees=11,'6'é7 c ft. soii'c.i

Tista Valley 24 other trees=1,664 c.ft. solid} As per working-plan.

~ v v v
Pl P Vo Y P - WV SN

Tista division .. 185 sal trees . Ditto.
Kurscong division 14’;?3 g.r:;.cg;r;ker } Hollow and unsound tre»s.
o e 126,060 c. ft. fuel s
Jalpaiguri ditto 51,754 g. ry tin?ber } As per working-plan.
Buxa ditto o e e
Sonthal Parganas divition ? P According to demand ; over
whole ares, except closed
portions.
Pa'amau division - 7 6 sal trees—=280 o. ft.
Trees.
. Green, 1,656=125.256 o. ft. ...7Q Dead, half-doad, hollow and
Singhbhum reserves 4 Dry, 8,027= 66,709 0. ft. ...§ diseasoed trees.
Poles.
{Green, 50= 87 o. ft.
Dry, 65.262== 42,335 o. ft. )
Singhthum protected forests P Trees. Dead trees.
Dry, 2,197= 586,400 o. ft.
Poles.
Dry, 1,983== 18,776 o, ft.
211 green sal trees ?
Angul Division § , ssan
4 others.
? 4 trees. ?

Pori ” . vee
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3.—Improvement fellinge.

46. The extent of the improvement fellings carried out, including
the a.mtﬁioration fellings in Darjeeling, was as

Improvement fellings. under :—

Darjeeling forests 8,426 acres, giving 320 trees with 18,935 cubio feet solid volume.
Tista Valloy do. 1,555 aores, giving 130,887 oubio feet stacked firewood.

Tista do. No detail given.
X do 672 poles.
urseong * ] 237,050 cubioc feet firowood stacked.
Buxa do. 439 trees.
Puri do. 1,767 acres, yielding 1,722 cubic feet logs and poles and 87,328

oubio feet fuel, also 389 cubio feet poles and 66,740 cubio feet
fuel from last year’s coupes.
Sundarbans do. 988,160 acres, giving 9,942,509 oubic feet.

The Sundarbans and the Darjeeling forests are the chief areas worked
under this system.

4.—Coppice fellings.

47. No pure coppice fellings obtain, *Stored
coppice’ was worked as follows:—

Jalpaiguri.— Four hundred and twenty-nine acres, of which 410 were sal forest; the outturn
was 1,142,397 cubio feet, of which 1,068,413 cubio feet was fuel. There is a good deal of
back way o be made up before the areas presoribed by the working-plan are fully worked.

Sonthal Parganas.—Three hundred acres of the ¢ old reserve,’

Coppice fellings.

5,—Unregulated fellings.

48. Owing to the exploitation during the year of a portion of the material

- A sl rendered available by the violent gale of the

nregulsted fellings. 6th April 1899 in the Tista Valley and by the

cyclone of 1897 in Chittagong, the extent of the fellings of this categpry has

been considerably increased, no less than 23,023 cubic feet having been

extracted from Tista and 25,000 cubic feet from Chittagong on this account
alone. The usual fellings in other divisions gave—

Darj eeling . 45,408 ocubic feet
Jalpaigur1 .. 68,018 ”
Palamau oo 2,617 »
Singhbhum 39,393 ” (reserved forests).
Ditto e 42,936 » (protected forests).
Puri .. 33965 .
Sundarbans .. 9,871,099 » (Satkhira Circle and protected forest).

- In the Sonthal Parganas free removals by the villagers under concessions
are classed nnder this system.

(¢) ExraactioN aND TRANSPORT OF Major ForEST-PRODUCE BY LAND AND

WarER,
49, No improvements in the matter of extraction and transport have to
General. be chromnicled. The wire rope-way, as already

noticed, was not a success, and no new system has
yet been brought into force whereby labour can be saved and difficultics over-
come. In three divisions Government agency has been introduced ; in the rest,
removal by Eurchasers is still the method most in vogue. The railways men-
tioned in the last report have advanced, but, with the exception of the Cooch
Behar extension which has reached Jainti and now transports its own stone,
have not been utilized in carrying produce from the departmental forests.

A noticeable departure this year is the use of the Darjeeling-Himalayan
Railway by Government as well as by private purchasers.

Transport by water is still the rule in the Sundarbans and Chittagong and
will remain so, while the Mahanadi is used for produce from the Angul forests,
Roads and paths have been extended, but s)a.nd carriage was for some time
impeded in the hills by landslips, the result of the heavy storm of the 24th-
25th September 1899, and in places is still impossible except to coolies.
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/

(/) ExprorraTioN oF MiNor Forest Propuck.

(1).—Eziraction of fodder.

50. The removals of fodder amourted to 264,753 maunds, valued at

; Rs. 3,383, compared with 237,014 maunds and

Removals of fodder. Rs. 8,205 in 1898-99. There has been a falling

off in the Darjeeling Division, the chief division supplying fodder, the

figures being 138,785 maunds realizing Rs. 1,658, against 145,363 maunds and
Rs. 1,980. No explanation has been given.

(2) Grazing.

51. The details concerning grazing have already been given under
paragraph 81, and there seems nothing further to
add here. No change has been made in the
method or system of exploitation, while the extent to which it is practised is
only small and is shown i1n Forms Nos. 54 and 55.

Grazing.

(3) Miscellaneous produce.

52, A step in the right direction has been made by the introduction of
' departmental operations in the matter of the collec-
tion and disposal of minor products detailed below.
In the Kurseong Division, instead of leasing out the coﬁection of - India-rubber
as usual at a rate of Rs. 17 per maund, the trees available were tapped depart-
mentally and a quantity of 22 maunds crude rubber obtained, which was sold
at Calcutta for the high price of Rs. 160 a maund., The total expenses were
Rs. 71, or Rs, 26 per maund, thus the Department has this year made a net
profit of Rs. 134 per maund. Only a few years ago it was satisfied with Rs. 10
per maund.

Some few myrabolams were collected by Government agency in almost
every division by way of experiment, but in Singhbhum operations were carried
on on an exteunsive scale, and 2,157 maunds were obtained at a total cost, inelud-
ing bags, of Rs. 969, or Rs. 0-7-2 per maund. Of these, 967 maunds were Bahera
(Terminalia belerica), & kind slmost unknown in.Calcutta, and for which a
market is being found in Europe. The rest, 1,190 maunds (4urra, T. Chebula)
were despatched to Calcutta, the railway freight coming to Rs. 499, or say
Rs. 0-6-9 per maund, and are now under sale, The net profit from this, ‘the
first yoar’s transactions, may not be much, probably not over Rs. 1,000, but the
way has been shown and experience has been gained which will serve the
Department well in future years. Such a source of revenue was not thought
of in former times, and whatever income there is will be clear gain, for hitherto
the myrabolams have either rotted on the ground or have been stolen.
The Conservator had no little trouble in starting these supplies, but once
begun there need be no end, and the future will show the wisdom of the policy
inaugurated.

Another successful and profitable introduction of the year has been the
utilisation of the fruit of the Strychnos Nux-vomiea, which is found abundantly
in the Puri Division, and whi¢h hitherto has likewise been allowed to perish.
At the instance of the Conservator & commencement was made in this direction
also, and the results fully prove the commercial soundness of the undertaking.
Altogether 64 maunds were collected and despatched to Calcutta at a total cost
of Rs. 103-9-0. These were sold for Rs, 182-4.0, bringing in a net profit of
Rs. 78-11-0, while up to the present we have been satisfied with petty sales
to purchasers at a net profit of eight annas per cart-load. The lease of the
right to cut saba? grass in the Singhbhum reserves, entered into by the Con-
gervator in 1897 for three years, at a total rent of Rs. 30,000, came on for
resettlement, and was very successfully concluded by him in April last for a
further term of three years for a sum of Rs. 1,26,000. In 1894, when the
Conservator first came to Bengal, this identical lease realised only Rs. 1,500
a year ! :

Y A further feature of the year was the introduction of direct agency in the
disposal of bamboos frem the Sonthal Parganas, which resulted in better
returns, while the imposition of a royalty on sabas grass exported from the

Miscellaneous produce.
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Sonthal Parganas, mentioned in paragraph 63 of last report, which was first
levied from the 20th October 1899, brought in a hitherto neglected income
of Rs. 16,558.

The departmental cultivation of lac in the Palmau forests has so far not
been a success, mainly, the Conservator believes, owing to want of zeal.

The royalty on mica is now being paid in, but it is impossible to exercise
much departmental check on the data on which the same is calculated without
& large increase of establishment, A revision of the mica-mining rules has
been proposed since the close of the year.

orm No. 58 shows the quantities of miscellaneous produce removed, the
value thereof, and the agency of ex ploitation.

CHAPTER IIL.—GROSS YIELD AND OUTTURN OF FOREST
PRODUCE.

-

SUMMARY OF PRODUCE REMOVED FROM THE FORESTS,

53, The following table, which is an abstract of forms Nos. 57 and 58,
exhibits the outturn of the several classes of forests
according to the agency of exploitation, and com-
pares the same with the removals during the previous year:—

Summary of removals.

(a) Timber.

Resorved forests. 1 Protected forests. i Unclagsed forests. Total

AGENCY OF EXPLOITATION. -

1808-99. l 1809-1900. | 1898.99, !13994900. ‘ 1808.99, | 1608-1000. | 1898-99, | 18991900,
1 \ ) \ 3 4 l 3 ) 7 8 9
0. 1. o. ft, C. 1t c.te. C.1t. C. . C. 1t C.1t.

ernm R 80,964 | 186,78 26,957 38,536 47,588 21,200 | 155,753 246,615
g::chuex?‘ o T L] sess2ee | b,669,584 629,697 609,078 19,477 480,232 | 5,991,003 | 6,848,774
Preo grantoes w. v s e 88,330 11,143 2,081 1,624 790 461 41,801 13,258
RIGHCBOIAETE o wor  ver o] e | ewee 381,749 | 230,685 | .o | e © 231,749 | 30,665

502,018 | 6,420,306 | 7,340,

Total .| s,oos.xzs] 5,807,006 | 800088 | 070,808 | sacep | 502018 | w06 | 1308

Difference in 1896-1500 ... ... +865,388 +80,719 —26,088 +620,016

(8) Fuel.
c.t. c. it. cr | o c. 1. o. 1t C. 1. o’

e o 81,597 155,740 3,718 3,081 7,857 1,380 93,228 161,090
g‘(:‘;:’:n.zg:ﬁ e - " "1 18,248,288 15,194:838 8,011,044 8,835,604 68,008 60,643 | 16,327,427 | 19,000,974
Froo grantees .. . .. .| 181718 82,088 128 9| s peiecdl IR LU
Right-holders e e | 1,315,548 §10,157 | 14,340,835 | 14,380,635 on 15,696,350 | 15,290,998
Total  ...| 14777208 | 16,282,573 | 17,395,780 | 18,281,289 75,952 62,011 | 82,48.635 | 34,568,528
\ v -\ f_____J \ ~ A N —

Difference in 18961800 ... s +1,608,370 +885,468 —13,841 +2,316,888

(¢) Bamboos.

' No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No.

3 7,158 17,148 5,080 | 539,441 3,298 25,960 15,440 | BER.040
Qovernment .. .. | g og | 07690908 | 595,087 | 101,090 | 6195903 | 5611886 | 15,950,404 | 15,482,884
‘F“‘cl“'e"'m e 1,650 | eenene 1,300 230 2,000 1, 4,950 3,800
o Boidors o oo | ma000|  BE6M00 | 4,000,000 | 4000000 ... —— 4774000 | 4,966,400

Total + .. | 10,008,210 | 10,783,456 | 4,541,447 | 4,042,851 | 6,200,191 | 5,639,348 20744704 | 21,035,638

\. v ——— =
Difference in 18981000  we o + 761,240 [ +101,384 —561,785 + 200,839
(d) Grasing and fodder grass and other minor produce.
Re. Re. Bes. Ras, Rs. BRs. R, Ra.

Governm 105 2,682 2 1,701 3 107 4,386
Burohasers E ol 108008 | 1,84878 81,047 T 8,697% 86574 1,05,688 | 1,801,309
Free grantees .. .. 940 1,363 10 2 | O 960 1,388
m;hmd o8 - 9,887 12812 | 1,28,44 | 1,28874) ... | ... 1,33,261 1 1,35,686

Totsl .| 1esews | 1aneme 1saass| Lrness|  sess| s zaome| s
Difference in 1899-1200 ... .. +14,837 +18,371 +23 +32,7%0

* Includes Bs. 932 collected from Hill Tippera.
t w  on Bl " ”» (for two years).
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The total outturn of timber and fuel amounted to 41,908,145 cubic feet as
compared with 38,669,241 cubic feet in 1898-99, or 3,236,904 cubic feet more.

In timber the total yield was 7,340,322 cubic feet against 6,420,306, or
920,016 cubic feet more. The excess removals occurred in Sundarbans, Singh-
bkum, Darjeeling, Tista, Buza, Jalpaigurs, and Sonthal Parganas, but mainly in
the first two, where they amounted to 693,867 cubic feet and 99,206 cubic
foet, respectively. Angul, Kurseong, Chitlagong, and Puri showed slightly less
removals, The better results were due in the Sundarbans, it is said, to the
energy and interest shown in their work by the departmental officers, combined
with the thriving and prosperous condition of the surrounding population, and
in Singhbhum to better arrangements for disposal and a brisk demand.

In fuel the outturn was 34,565,823 cubic feet compared with 32,218,935
cubic feet, or 2,316,888 cubic feet more, Here again Sundwrbans gives the
largest increase, amounting to.2,266,018 cubic feet, followed by Z2'ists with
310,770, Jalpatgurs with 222,807, and Chitiagong with 104,249 cubic feet.
Kurseong, Darjeeling and Palamau also secured somewhat better results, but
Singhbhum, Angul, Buza, Puri and Sonthal Parganas were behind last year’s
exploitations, the first two by as much as 510,862 and 109,695 cubic feet,
respectively. The causes of these differences will be explained further on.

In Bamboos the improved outturn of 290,839 was mainly due to larger
removals from Chitiagong, Sonthal Parganas, and Darjecling ; Angul and Palamau
were considerably behindhand.

Minor produce, tncluding grazing.—Here again there was a satisfactory
rise of Rs. 32,730, the value of the year's outturn amounting to Rs, 3,22,746
against Rs. 2,90,016. Last year the increase was Rs. 15,410. The steady
rise shown, Rs. 31,880 of which is on account of minor produce other than
grazing and fodder grass, is most gratifying to the Conservator, who spent
considerable amount of his spare time in the improvement of this branch of .
the administration. During the year all divisions excepting Jalpaiguri, Darjecling,
and Palamau succeeded better than in 1898-99. This was due to increased
exertions of the several divisional offigers, and to the royalty on sabai grass
from the Sontkal Parganas and on mica from Kodarma.

Last year thegross yield and outturn was reported as eminently satisfactory ;
this year it is still better.

54, The following statement exhibits and
porcmorals %“;‘; areasnot onthe  compares removals from outside the forests credited
to the Department :—

Dillerence in
1898-99. 1899-1900. 15901000,
Timber, Fael. Total, Timber. Fuel, Total More, Less.
1 3 \ 3 l 4 [} 1 7 8 9
0. ft. C. ft. C. ft. C. ft. C. tt. O. ft. C. ft, C. ft.
solid. solid, solid, solid, solid. solid, solid, solid
Sundarbans leased lands ... .. 42,795 | 2,183,027 | 2,235,898 87,468 | 1,775,468 | 1,812,9% oo 422,588
Gandak drift e e wee 4179 5,639 9,718 4,309 8,627 10,38 1,218
Total ... 48,074 3,108,568 .| 3,845,540 41,717 1,782,003 1,823,870

The smaller removals from the lands (formerly protected forests) leased out
for cultivation in the Sundarbans are accounted for by the earlier extensions
being now in a great measure cleared of timber,

(1) DEPARTMENTAL QPERATIONS,

55, Timber and fuel, exploited directly by the Department, amounted to
407,715 cubic feet, while in the previous year only
248,982 cubic feet were thus removed. The in-
crease in timber was 90,872 cubic feet and in fuel
67,861. Owing to the policy approved by the Local and Supreme Govern-
ments, of favouring the extraction of forest produce by private agency (vide

Removals by  Government
agency.
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the review of the latter of the Report for 1892-93), this branch of the adminis-
tration has not hitherto been specially pushed by the Conservator, but as the
remarks made in paragraph 13 of the resolution of the Local Government
on the last report imply a change of this policy on its part, endeavours to
improve the supply by direct agency have been made and will' be persevered
in, although hitherto no opportunity has been lost. The more important
departmental works undertaken during the year were:— :

(1) The supply of fuel to the Commissariat Department at Darjeeling.

(2 The re-stocking of the Darjeeling Fuel Depdt with charcoal,

(3) ‘The formation of a fuel depdt at Batasidhara destined to supply
the Commissariat Department and the station of Darjeeling
(if necessary) with a view to discontinue traffic on the metalled
roads of the Public Works Department during the rains,

(4) The extraction of produce prescribed to be felled by the Tista
Working Plan owing to the absence of demand and with a view
to working up to the provisions of the plan.

(5) The conversion of the unusual amount of windfalls in the Tista
Division caused by the storm of the 6th April 1899.

(6) The supply of sleepers from the Jalpaiguri forests to the Bengal-
Duars Railway.

(7) The same to the Cooch Behar extension of the Eastern Bengal
State Railway from the Buxa forests. )

(8) The supply of sal poles to the general public from the Sonthal
Parganas forests.

(9) The utilization of the large amount of young teak trees blown
down by the cyclone of 1897 in the Chittagong plantations,

, The increased outturn of the year is due to the carrying out of the above
operations which yielded :—
(1) 39,168 maunds representing 68,544 cubic feet solid.
(2) 4,441 bags equalling 31,087 cubic feet solid of firewood.
3) 25,308 cubic feet stacked, giving 17,299 cubic feet solid.
4) & (5) 37,667 cubic feet, comprising the preparation of 15,069
. G. sleepers.
(6) 1,718 cubie feet (694 M. G. sleepers).
7) 19,885 cubio feet (7,542 M. G. sleepers),
8) 35,028 cubic feet (chiefly sal poles).
9) 25,000 cubio feet {2,030 teak logs).
In accordance with the orders of the Lucal Gevernment conveyed in
paragraph 5 of its resolution on the report for 1898-99 under Working Plans
1t is here stated :—

(1) Sleepers were not hitherto given to the Cooch Behar line as trees
were being supplied.

(2) The Barun-Daltonganj line was not supplied, because that branch
procured its sleepers elsewhere, and this Department had no forests
capable of giving sleepers within a direct distance of 200 miles
from Barun. '

(3) The Department readily disposed of the few sal timber-trees
available under the provisions of the working plan for supply
to the Bengal-Duars extension from the Jalpaiguri forests at
remunerative rates,

Bamboos.—The inutroduction of the supply to the general public from the
Sonthal Parganas and the larger number of drift bamboos in Chittagong
accounted for 555,563 of the total increase in the outturn of 567,109, Of the
increase Sonthal Parganas contributed 532,881 and Chstiagong 22,682. Usual
operations were less in Palamayu.

Other miner produce showed an increase of Rs. 4,279 owing to the depart-
mental collection of India-rubber and the seed of the Phceenix rupicola in

" Kurseong, myrabolams in Singhbhum, and Strychnos Nux-vomica in Puri.
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(2) RemovaL oF PropuCE BY PURCHASERS.

(a) Tsmber.

56. The comparison above shows 858,771 cubic feet more to have been

. removed than in 1898-99, for which the Sundarbans
Bemoval of timber. and Singhbhum Divisions are mainly accountable,
the excess in the former being 719,955 cubic feet, and in the latter 96,862 cubie
feet. Darjeeling, Tista, and Jalpaiguri also show higher figures of 30,413,
12,612, and 12,189 cubic feet, while Kurseong, Sonthal Parganas, Buxa, and Puri
are below those of the previous year—Kurseong by 11,738 cubic feet.
These differences are said to be due in Sundarbans and in Singhbhum as stated
under paragraph 53 ; in Darjeeling to the large demand for poles from the
neighbouring tea concerns to rebuild coolie lines destroyed in September’s
storm; and in Tista to the great demand for tea-box planking and the large
amount of drift brought down by September’s floods. In Jalpaiguri no expla-
nation has been given nor yet in Kurseong. The differences in the other
divisions are only small.

(8) Fuel.
57. There hasagain been a large increase. Last year the removals exceeded
Removal of fuel. those of the previous year by 2,107,412 cubic feet;

this year they are 2,763,547 cubic feet above those
of the preceding year. The chief increment being, as then, in the Sundarbans,
where the general prosperity caused an excess of 2,260,624 cubic feet. In
Tista, Jalpaiguri, Kurseong, Kodarma, and Singhbhum there were by no means
small advances: 308,986 ; 222,807 ; 73,157 ; 39,104 and 10,862 cubic feet, mostly
due to better markets, but Darjeeling and Buxa were respectively 63,783 and
53,892 cubic feet behind their previous figures, while Puri, Sonthal Parganus,
and Chittagong also showed smaller removals, aggregating 35,247 cubic feet,
In Tista 66,000 cubic feet of the increase was due to the enormous quantity of
drift brought down by the unusually heavy floods of September 1899, while
the demand for fuel for tea concerns on the eastern side is greatly increasing
owing to the forests on their grants becoming exhausted; in Jalpaiguri no
‘explanation has been given; in Kurseong the large amount of drift swelled the
outturn; in Kodarma the requirements of mica-miners increased, and in
Singhbhum more fuel was taken by the stations of Chaibassa and Chakardhar-
ur. In Darjeeling the damage to transport roads was accountable for the
alling off, and in Buxa the large order for firewood received last year from
the Assam-Duars Tea Company was not repeated.

(¢) Bamboos.

58. In the aggregate 467,520 bamboos less were exploited than in 1898-99.

Most divisions improved, notably Chittagong and
Removal of bamboos. Darjeeling, where, respectively, 1%0,571 :118:1 l§4,337
more were removed : in the former owing to larger exports from the reserved
forests, and in the latter to & rise in the mat-making trade and a larger demand
for rebuilding the houses destrozed by the storm of September 1899. The
guccesses of these divisions were, however, marred by far greater deficiencies in
A , Sonthal Parganas, and Palamau. In Angul they amounted to 383,7 55,
in Sonthal Parganas to 334,437, and in Palamau to 143,840, in the first and last,
owing to deficient rains preventing floating, and in Sonthal Parzanas to the
substitution of departmental works. ‘

(d) Minor Produce.

59. Omitting bamboos the receipts increased by Rs. 25,621, of which

. Rs, 18,658 were owing to the imposition of a royalt
Removals of minor produse. of one anna per maund on 264,3)32 maunds of {abg:'.
grass exported from Sahibganj—the protected forests of the Sonthal Parganas—
to Calcutta for the manufacture of paper The income from ing fees and
fodder grass was respectively Rs. 938 and Rs. 178 higher, and the net aggregate
of the remaining products, including the sabai grass noted above, Rs. 24,505

B2 .
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better receipts from golpaita in the Sundarbans, from mica in Kodarma, and from
stone-quarries in the Sonthal Parganas accounting for Rs. 4,725, Rs. 5,067,
and Rs. 1,613, respectively. The receipts increased under all classes of -
roduce of any moment except under kanfal and cane, where they fell by
8. 2,017 and Rs. 1,585, respectively, Thus the satisfactory improvement
noticed last year has been more than maintained. No central deptt has yet
been formed at Calcutta, the services of a native broker having been for the
present employed instead—so far a cheaper arrangement. ]
The following statement compares the operations of the year with those of

the previous year:—

Reserved Protected Unclassed Difference in
ton:;u. forests. l forests Total, 1899-1900.

DERSCRIPTION OF

PRODUCS.
1898-89, I 1699-1900. 1898-99, 1899.1800, ‘ 1898-98, 1809-1900. | 1898-99, | 1899-1800.] More, Lees,
1 2 ‘s ‘ . 5 s 7 8 ? 10 | n
Grazing 20,877 20,508 3,440 4,339 .- v 24,317 25,265 238 o
Fodder grass ... 3,205 3,383 - e e 3,205 3,383 178
Babai grass 10,440 11,271 1,851 17,254 o «sn 12,201 28,525 16,234
G.(}lpata (Nipa 57,617 61,917 1,738 2,060 oo s 89,252 63,977 4,728 aoe
s uctfcans )
Hantal (Pheniz 51 243 8,387 6,178 oo sor 8,438 6,421 2,017
paludoga),
Honey . 2,661 3,931 4,520 4,711 s 7,181 7,642 461 ..
Wazx 1,025 1,045 1.565 1,845 2,590 2,650 100 s
Mica 8,740 13,489 2,000 2,318 e 10,740 15,807 5,067 e
Thatching grass 3,640 3,317 15 15 8,772 7,167 10,427 10,559 182
Myrabolams_ ... o~ . 58 e 58 . 58
}‘hmngx rupicola 240 o 240 o 240
seed.
Kochila (Strych- .. 3 127 e . s o 202 202 -t
nos Nuz-vomis
ea.)
India-rubber ... 205 . 298 -
Lac 20 5 110 172 130 177 N
Cane 3.871 2,738 1,682 1,280 5,553 4,018 1,538
Bhells (lime) ... 1,818 1,588 1,811 1,638 .o 3,624 3,226 "o 308
Miscellaneous ... 1,809 1,97 5,563 7,300 183 210 7,347 8,427 2,080
Total ses 1,16,004 1,24,875 41,047 41,177 8,637 8,657 | 1,55,688% 1,81,309¢ 30,164 4,543
e e e — v — = I\ - |\ -~ J | ~ -
DiIPPERENCE IN + 8,871 + 16,730 + 20 + 26,621
1699-1900.

® Includes Rs. 982 estimated value of prodnce removed from Hill Tippera.
.o Rs. 2,108 ditto ditto ditto.

(3.) FrEE craNTS OF FOREST-PRODUCE.

60. As will be seen from the statement in garagraph 53 above, there has
been a satisfactory decline in the outturn wunder
all classes:—

In timber, eliminating the abnormal quantities of 26,208 cubic feet used by
the Angul Khedda party and 11,549 cubic feet given to the Political Officer,
Sikkim, during the previous year, the free grants were in excess by 9,212
cubic feet, This amount includes 4,800 cubic feet, valued at Rs. 1,313, given
to Mr. Keventer to construct his dairy buildings, 1,796 cubic feet to the Darjeeling
District Road Cess Committee from the Darjeeling and Kurseong forests, 2,378
cubic feet in Buxa to induce the villagers to work for the Department, and 1,851
cubic feet for bridges in the Singhbhum district.

In fuel the gifts fell by 109,132 cubic feet entirely owing to no material
being this yeur used by the Angul Kheddas, the stockade having been built in
the Protected forests, :

In minor produce they included 38,914 cubic feet of building stone given
to Mr. Keventer, valued at Rs. 145. '

Reomovals by free-grantees.

(4). PRODUCE REMOVED BY RIGHT-HOLDERS AND UNDER PRIVILEGES,

61. These are practically the same as last year except as regards fuel

' andy bamboos, of which the removals were 405,388

o omoval by rightholders and - gyhig feet less and 192,400 in number more; the
privileges. . . . A

former owing to reduced estimates in the Singh-

bhum Division of 521,663 cubic feet and increased removals in Chittagong of

116,275, and the latter entirely to better supervision over the privilege-holders

in the Chittagong Division, There was a decrease of Rs. 297 in grazing and an

increase of Rs, 2,722 in other minor products, the latter in the Singhbhum

Division consequent on more correct estimates.
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CHAPTER IV.—FINANCIAL RESULTS.

62. The financial results of the year, as shown by Form No. 61,

Financial results. wero—
Rs.
Receipts oo e 11,861,178
Charges e 5,656,464
Surplus 6,05,711 _

and compare with those of the preceding five years as follows:—

Finaneial year. Forest year,
"Rece ipts.  Charges, Sarplas. " " Recei pts. Charges. Surplus.
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, R,
1894-96 e 7,965,673 3,08,601 8,907,073 8,25,669 4,09,562 4,168,117
1896-96 9,18,709 4,66,068 4,62,841 9,35,680 4,756,601 4.60,079
1896-97 183,70,849 6,90,042 6,80,807 13,465,982 8,96,378 6,49,604
1897-98 s 11,89,285 8,683,437 5,365,848 12,20,817 6,565,251 5,656,366
1898-99 e 9,72,313 4,86,319 4,865,994 10,07,264 4,886,604 5,20,560
1899.1600 11,388,913 6,46,206 5,908,707 11,61,176 65,66,464 6,05,711

The gross receipts and charges, as well as the surplus, are far in excess
of the previous years’, and, eliminating the exceptional years 1896 — 98, are again
the highest on record since the formation of the Department,

The gross revenue was greater than that of the previous year by
Rs. 1,563,921 and the surplus by Rs. 85,151; while the expenditure rose b
Rs. 68,770. These better results are mostly due to imlf)roved removals, bot
by purchasers and by Government, of timber, firewood, minor products and
bamboog, mainly from the Sundarbans and the Sonthal Parganas, full explana-
tion of which has already been given in Chapter IIL,

The proportion of surplus to gross revenue was 52:16 per cent., as
compared with 51-88 ?er cent. in the previous year and 45'06 per cent. in
1897-98. 'The ratio of expenditure to gross revenue was 47°84 per cent. and
the net revenue per square mile Rs. 44-9-2, against 48:38 per cent. and Rs. 38
in 1898-99,

The value, at half purchasers’ rates—the rates fixed by Government—
of the produce granted free or removed at reduced rates, is given in Appendix
B; the loss sustained by Government amounted to Rs. 2,55,164.

The following table shows the surplus obtained since 1873-74¢ by

decades :—

, Rs.
1873-74 to 1882-83 e  18,79,465
1883-84 to 1892-93 ... . 29,05,556
1893-94 to date (7 years) e vee .. 356,91,411

These results have not been attained without a large amount of over-work,
while the time of the Conservator bas been spent entirely on the development
of the Provincial Department to the exclusion of Imperial considerations in the
furtherance of science. To thoroughly understand the importance of the
year’s results financially, it is necessary to note:—

Rs.
Cash surplus 6,05,711
Value of increased stock in hand ... e 63,151
Ditto ditto  outstandings 3,645
Ditto free grants and reduced rates 2,556,164

Total s 9,17,671

— Gm———
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. . enue from the different sources
Comparison of revenue from the 63. The rev -
different sources. was I—
FOREST YEAR.
SOURCES, ——p Increase. | Decrease.
1800-1900, 180809,
1 ] 3 4 1]
Rs. Rs. Rs. Ra.
Timber o S — 5,40,020 4,71,574 74,455 i
Fuel 8,18,767 2,74,626 44,141 R
Bamboos 58,108 51,373 6,735
Grazing and fodder ... e 25,500 23,753 1,747 P
Minor produce ... == 1,561,810 1,25,802 26,008 —
Other items v " 14,240 14,1856 Ok | e -
Drift and confiscated produce 9,084 10177 | e 163
Miscellaneous ... .o o0 wn 86,728 35,764 bo4 e
Total 11,61,176 10,07,254 1,588,921 AT

Every source except drift shows a considerable increase, the explana-
tion of which will be understood from the remarks already given in

Chapter III.
Comparison of expenditure.

64. The expenditure was:—
FOREST YEAR,
Bupaer HEADS, Increase, ’Dmeua.
1809-1000, | 1808-09,
1 ] | 3 \ 4 &
A.—Conservancy and Works, Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
L—Timber, etc., by Government agency ...| 41,061 | 14,778 | 27,188 | ...
II.—  Ditte hy purchasers ... .. 58,001 56,348 1,745 v
II1.—Drift and waif wood, ete. ... v o 2,487 1,908 329 v
VI.—Live and dead stock . - 20,318 | 18,886 6,478
VII.—Communications and buildings o 53,583 67,707 ™ 4,174
VI11I,=Organization, ete, e - 56,445 85,629 20,018 -
1X.—Miscellaneous e 15,005 5,803 poog | ...
Total A.=Conservancy and Works 2,47,785 | 1,685,961 61,774 | ...
B.—Establishmenta.,
I.—Balaries s e s e | 8,409,088 | 2,44,410 4672 | ...
II.—Travelling allowances ... ... 43,253 42,157 1,008
I11,—Contingoncies . ¥ i 15,394 14,166 -
Total B.—Establishments | 8,07,720 | 3,00,738 8,008 | ...
QRAND ToTAL EXPENDITURE ... | 5,565,484 | 4,86,604 68,770 o

An increase of revenue naturally causes an increase of expenditure und
heads AI to VI. Thus only Rs. 35,740 were spent in e:!xco!.vst?e of last ;:are:
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figures on the production of revenue, and on the works mentioned in paragraph 55,
of which Rs. 10,973 under AVI were consequent on the part cost of the new
steam-launch, the Helen Grey, for the Chittagong Division. Communications
and buildings showed a smaller cost by Rs. 4,174 owing to all the works intended
not being carried out, while upon organization, improvement, &e., of the forests,
a sum of Rs. 20,916 more was spent, chiefly (Rs. 12,113) on surveys in the
Singhbhum Division, On miscellaneous items, there was also a larger outlay of
Rs. 9,292, mainly occasioned by the Department having to pay Rs. 8,294 —costs
in the Baikantpur or Jalpaiguri Division drift timber case which was finally
decided upon appeal by Her Majesty’s Privy Council on the 6th February 1897.

Under B—Establishments—the additional expenditure of Rs. 6,996 was
mainly in salaries, while there was also naturally a small rise in the cost of
allowances for travelling and contingencies,

sl o v 65. The financial position of each division

was :(—
Bsal{grlggﬁ THE
YEAR & COM-
Receipts, Charges, Burplus, Deficit, PARED WITH THOSE
OF 1808-49
DIVISION.
In favour A
1899-1900, | 1898-00, [1809.1000. | 1898-00, |1809-1900. 18908-09, |18090-1000, | 18088-09, of the
year, the year,
1 2 3 4 ] [ 7 8 9 10 11
Ras. Rs Rs. Ras. Rs, Ras, Ra, RBs Ba. Bs.
Direction .. 3,519 10,448 44,484 30,968 o - 40,047 29,527
Darjeeling -« w 78087 | 81,566 | 71,018 | 61,928 | Foee | 19,688 | ... 17500
5 30,205 ¥3,718 33,881 25,174 8,678 1,458 2,218
Kurseong .. .. 44,360 40,735 82,288 33,622 12,072 7,113 - i 4,050
Jalpaiguri ... ... 56,780 b4, 84,378 24,131 22,402 30,427 8,035
Buxa .| 23,828 17,658 83,683 23,315 4,867 5,863 1,008
Sonthal Parganas 40,786 | 22,578 | 265920 | 28,670 | 29,8686 1,002 24,058 5
azaribagh 18,055 4,030 3,992 861 15,123 4,200 10,854 o
2,374 3,362 18,480 18,657 " 10,108 9,205 s
Singhbhum 67,729 47,687 74 /20 48,010 - e 8,800 443 S
Angul e op e 5,279 4,002 13,628 15,019 8,340 11,017 2.008
Puri 31,871 25,841 25,524 26,718 8,047 877 8,024
Bundarbans o | 634644 | 5,680,313 95,401 | 1,068,217 | 530,243 | 4,603,008 76,147 =
Chitiagong e | 1,060,160 [ 1,001,108 | 55,038 | 45,608 | 54,124 | 65,680 1,465
Total o (1,861,176 |10,07,234 | 5,565,464 | 4,860,004 | 6,70,048 | 5,580,132 74,235 59,672 1,27,816 42,366
Net surplus - . e 6,05,711 | §5,20,660 - 85,151

NotB.—Last year Hazaribagh was included in Direction,

The statement is again disappointing and it is hoped that, during the
current year, those Divisional Officers especially, who are in charge of divisions
that have worked at a loss will, for the future, act up to the remarks in this
connection made by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province and
by the Government of India on the statement of the dprevious year. Sundarbans
and Sonthal Parganas have done remarkably well and considerable improvement
has been made in Puri, the figures for all three divisions being the highest on
record. In the Sundarbans the gross receipts amounted to the unprecedented
. sum of Rs. 6,34,614, while the surplus was Rs. 76,147 above that of 1898-99—
a record year. Great creditis due to the officers in charge for this result.
The results in the Darjeeling division are not encouraging though they have
been influenced to the extent of Rs. 11,241 in sales of timber ang fuel owing
to the interruptions caused by the storm of September 1899, while there is
Rs. 2,109 worth of stock more on hand. In Singhbhum the deficit of Rs. 6,300
would have been a surplus of Rs. 5,813, had not so large a sum as Rs. 12,113
been spent on ‘capital account,’ viz., surveys; there was a satisfactory in-
crease of Rs, 20,945 under sales of timber, Tista also would have been to
the good by some Rs. 24,000 had not the breaks in the Tista Valley road
prevented the disposal of the 15,069 sleepers prepared. The expenditure
in Jalpaiguri included the unusual payment of Rs. 8,294 above mentioned,
otherwise the surplus would have risen to Rs. 30,696. That Buxa did not con-
vert its deficit into a surplus is entirely owing to the difficulty of obtaining
reliable workmen in a climate with such a bad reputation ; this desired result is,
however, confideutly expected next year. Improvement will also be made in
Angul, In Chittagong the position has been maintained, while the gross receipts
are the highest for the past 15 years,
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It is noteworthy that the figures for the new Sonthal Parganas Division
under the management of IMr. French altogether dispel the fears of the
Secretary of State, and more than justify the estimates made by the Conser-
vator on the occasion of his application for an additional officer for this charge
which was so long denied him.

The following is the order in which the divisions stand :—

Position in
A

~ R
1897-98. 1898-99.  1899-1900.

Direction o 18% 13® 14%
Darjeeling T 4 7
Tista . 10% g g
Kurseong o b b 6
Jalpsiguri e 4 8 4
Buxa . 8® 10% Iu*
Sonthal Parganas ... e 7 8* 3
Hazaribagh (Direction) e 6
Palamau e .. 12% 11* 13%
Singhbhum .. 2 g* 11e
Angul .. 11® 12# 13¢
Pori . 6 * 8
Sundarbans R | 1 1
Chittagong vos v 8 2 2

Divisions marked * showed a deficit,

In conformity with the orders conveyed in Government letter No. 402,
dated the 23rd January 1900, it is remarked that no individual officers have as
et shown much special aptitude for commercial undertakings; that the
%epartment has a commercial as well as a scientific side is, however, the
Conservator thinks, now recognised. Most officers have Willingl{ assisted in
opening out new markets for our products, and it is confidently hoped that a
certain zeal in this direction has now been aroused, which will bear fruit
in the future.
66. The difference in the value of timber and
Valuo of live and dead stock other produce and of live and dead stock at the

, d 60B).
(Forms Nos. 604 and 605) close of the year was:—
[ ]

Timber, ete. Live and dead stock.
Rs. Rs.
Value on 1st July 1899 vee - 168,870 8,562,647
»  30th June 190 42,297 3,80,271
Difference e +26,427 +27724
Net difference in favour of the year 63,161

. ——

The increased value of timber, &c., on hand is mainly due to the inability
to dispose of the sleepers prepared in the Tista Division, and to the stock of
myraboiams and Pheenix rupicola seeds remaining unsold; that of dead stock
is owing to the steam launch for the Chittagong Division and the new residences
at Dumka and Chaibassa.

67. The outstandings on account of revenue at the .close of the year

. were Rs. 18,520 as compared with Rs. 14,875 of

"g‘;t::a(“l“?;‘r’g"m°’;3) scoount of the previous year. Of this sum Rs. 5,121 were due

o in Darjeeling from the Commissariat and Public

Works Departments, Rs. 2,498 in Hazaribagh for arrears of rent of mica mines,
and Rs. 8,100 in Puri, representing grazing fees uncollected.

The outstandings in the Darjeeling Division should have been recovered
during the year. .

68. The outstandings on account of contractors and disbursers at the

close of the year were Rs. 10,506 as cowmpared

Outstandings on account of vith Rs, 7,001 at its commencement. The large

No oo snd disbursors (Form gy due in the Darjeeling Division should have
been adjusted, at least to some extent,
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Net results of the year. . 69. The value of the year’s transactions is:—
Rs.
Cash surplus oo oo « 6,05,711
Add—

Increased outstanding revenue (Form No. 63) s 3,646
. value of stock (Form Nos. 60A and 60B) 68,151
6,863,507

Dedvet—
Revenue received for produce unsupplied . 7,709
Total in favour of the year . 6,64,798

CHAPTER'V.—FOREST ADMINISTRATION.

. 70. The charge of the Circle was held by
Officers in charge. Mr. A. E. Wild, throughout the year.

The usual list of divisional charges is not given this year; it is trusted
its omission will be approved.

The office of the Personal Assistant to the Conservator was filled by
Mr. F. Trafford, Officiating Deputy Conservator, in addition to his charge
of the Direction Division.

Mr. H. H. Haines, F.c.H., Deputy Conservator, was placed on special duty,
in connection with the working-plan for the forests of the Singhbhum Division,
from the 9th January till the 26th March 1900, when he resumed charge of
that Djvision,

71. Officers were attached to the more important Divisions for general
duty, viz., to the Darjeeling Division one, to
Singhbhum three, and to Sundarbans (for a part
of the year) two.

In addition the following officers were employed as below :—

Mr. E. G. Chester, Deputy Conservator, continued to officiate a3 Conservator of the Assam Circle,
up to the 28rd December 1899. . . )
» F ﬁ Manson, Deputy Conservator, retained his post as Officiating Conservator of the Tenasserim
Circle, throughout the year. He was also on special duty for a time, in connection with the
Paris Exhibition. ] )
» ©O.G, D, Fordyce, Deputy Conservator, continued to officiate as Conservator of the Central Circle,
North-Western Provinces and Oudh, up to the 18th October 1899.
» R.L. Heinig, Deputy Couservator, was in charge of the Andamans Forests.
» C.G. Rogers, ».0.H., Deputy Conservator, was on special duty under the Government of Indis,
from 38th June to 5th October 1899, to complete his work on Forest Engineering.
» E. P. Stebbing, Officiating Deputy Conservator, was also on special duty under the Govern-
ment of India, from 6th November 1869 to 81st January 1800, in connection with the Paris

Exhibition.

OfBoers attached to Divisions for
general duty. -

72. The changes in the different charges were far too many., Out

of thirteen divisions, only four remained undis-
Changes in charges. turbed.

73, Five officers of the controlling staff and three Extra Assistant
‘ Conservators were absent on leave during portions
Ofloers on leave. of the year. In consequence the Department lost
the services of one Imperial officer for the whole year and of a second for 6%
months, while a Provincial officer was away continuously for 9 months.
74. Since the close of the year, three new appointments have been
" " sanctioned by Her Majesty’s Secretary of State,
Additions to the Imperial staff. o1/ " 5ne Deputy Conservator, 1st and 8rd grades
respectively, and one Assistant Conservator, 2nd grade.
75. Mr. R. Quinnell, Extra Assistant Conservator, who had been absent
o from duty since the 15th of June 1897, resigned
Resiguation of officers. the service from the 24th June 1900,
¥
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76. Officers pased departmental examinations

. Examination of officers. as follows :—

Mr. T. H. Montoath, Assistant Conservator—Forest Law, Land Bevenue and Prooedure and
Accounts. -

E. R. Stevens, Assistant Conservator—Land Revenue, Procodure and Aocounts and Hindustani,
Lower and Higher Standards.

,, P.J. Drapor, Forest Ranger—Hindustani by the Higher Standard.
Babu Guru Das Chatterjee, Extra Assistant Conservator—Land Revenue.

Lalit Mohun Sen, Forest Ranger—Forest Law and Procedure and Accounts (the latter with
honours). )
Ashutosh Chuckerbutty, Forest Ranger—Land Revenue and Procedure and Accounts,

3

»

77. Divisional officers were away from head-quarters on inspection duty
Dours of inspection for a period averaging 197 days. Usual tours were
{ours ol Inspection. made, and there is no remissness in this respect
to notice.

The Conscrvator visited the Darjeeling, Kurseong, Jalpaiguri, Sonthal
Parganas and Sundarbans Divisions, as well as the forests of the Hazaribagh
district, and inspected the offices of those Divisions (except Sonthal Parganas)
being absent from head-quarters for 167 days. ’

78. The non-receipt of orders on the proposed increase of the office estab-
lishment is keenly felt. On the whole, the clerks
performed their duties satisfactorily. Commenda-
tory remarks have been entered in the confidential reports of those to whom
praise is due.

79. The subordinate forest establishment has, generally speaking, worked

_ _ to the satisfaction of the divisional officers concern-
fof;ge;::é.y of tho subordinate gd though in some cases there has been a want of

zeal and energy; the usual annual record has been
made in the case of each subordinate. :

The case of the Chittagong staff implicated in the frauds perpetrated by the
Head Clerk, Soshi Kumar Sen, has been reconsidered by Government and
the punishment reduced in some instances. )

One Forester and 14 guards were dismissed, the former for theft of Govern-
ment money from the S. 8. ¢ Swan?” in the Sundarbans Division.

One Forest Ranger (Babu Harigopal De Biswas), 3 Foresters and 7 guards
resigned.

Forester Ramjan Ali in Palamau was unsuccessfully prosecuted under
sections 161 and 384 of the Indian Penal Code for accepting illegal gratification.

An office peon in Singhbhum was sentenced to four months’ rigorous
imprisonment for theft of Government money.

Moharrir Gokul Singh, Teraporary establishinent, in charge of the Darjeeling
Fuel Depbt, was sentenced to four years’ rigorous imprisonment for embezzle-
ment, the sentence being, however, reduced to 18 months on appeal; his
peon, charged with aiding and abetting, was sentenced to one year’s impt,ison.
ment, but was acquitted on appeal. The moharrir has now taken his case to
the High Court. v

A villager, named Joseph, was prosecuted for personating a forest guard
in Singhbhum and punished with four years’ rigorous imprisonment for extortion
under that guise.

80. The health of the establishment was not satisfactory, though there
were fewer deaths than in the previous year.
Six guards—one in Tista, four in Kurseong, and
one in Jalpaiguri—and one forester—Babu Kisory Mohan Dass, in Chittt;.gon
—died. ' - ¢

81. Probationer Rai Mohan Chuckerbutty, referred to in paragraph 91
of the last report, passed out of the Dehra-Dun
Forest School with a Ranger’s certificate, in April
1900, and one student, Narayan Chandra Banerjee, was scnt to the ’school on
a stipend. One Government student, Deputy Rapger Priya Nath Sirkar, also
entered the school on 6th April 1900. Rules regarding the grant of stifaends
were passed by Government—vide, Notification dated 80th July 1900.

Office establishment.

Health of establishment.

Forest School men.
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GENERAL REMARKS.

82. The District of Darjeeling was visited by a storm of unprecedented
violence on the 24th September 1899, which
culminated on the early morning of the 25th with
a tremendous downpour causing enormous damage, chiefly in the form of
landslips, and also serious loss of life. The storm has been separately reported
on by a Committee which sat in Darjeeling under the orders of Government
shortly after the occurrence, whose meetings were attended by the Conservator;
it was the subject of special notice in all the newspapers at the time. It may
be interesting to place on record in the annals of the Forest Department the
abnormal rainfall as registered by the Conservator :—

Storms,

Date. Time of day. Gauge reading. Amount of fall.
28rd 8 amM. 111-39
10-48 a.mM. 120°31 892
24th vee § 11-46 a.M. 12104 0738
8 ru. 127-30 6268
26th 8 aAmM. 14076 1346
2937

The storm ceased about 5 o.M, on the 25th, Thus during the last nine hours
there was a fall of 13-46 inches,

The damage done to the forests was considerable, but markedly less than
in the unwooded areas; it was confined mainly to the forests around Darjeeling,
and the chief disaster was a most formidable landslip in the Setikhola
jhora, which has subsequently extended up to the top of the Senchal bill.
In the Tista river and its tributaries, the Rungnu and the Bara Rangit, the
excessive rain ¢caused roaring torrents, which brought down large deposits of
silt, often 20 to 40 feet deep, and destroyed or entirely washed away low-lying
strips of forest on their immediate banks, while the beds of most streams were
much scoured out and widened. Even so low down as the Jalpaiguri Division,
 abed of silt was formed in the Apalchand Forest. It is estimated that 463
. acres of forest in the Darjeeling Division, and some 450 out of 600 acres in the
bed of the Balasun river in the Kurseong Division have been lost, but it is
satisfactory to be able to state that the Setikhola and the Rungnu slips are
the only ones likely to extend. These heavy floods brought down an un-
precedented quantity of drift-wood, notably in the Tista and the several rivers
in the Terai, the bulk of which lodged in that portion of the Tista over
which the Rani of Bykantpur has the right of jalkar, though a very large
amount stranded in the Terai, the revenue from which was a slight sct off
against the damage done. The damage to roads and paths was, of course,
extensive in the three hill divisions of Darjeeling, Kurseong and Tista.
Allusion has already been made to the former in paragraph 19, while in
Kurseong and Tista the export of produce by the Tista Valley Road has been
entirely prevented. Another siorm, accompanied by a severe fall of hail and
strong wind, occurred on the 9th April 1900, and extended into the Jalpaiguri
district. Not much harm was done in the forests around Darjeeling, but as
the storm swept down the Mangwa ridge into the Tista Valley, it uprooted or
snapped off 352 trees of 4 to 5 feet in girth, of which 157 were sal.

83, Khedda operations on a small scale were undertaken by the Civil

. Department in the forests of the Jalpaiguri, Buxa
Khedds operations. and Angul Divisions.” Some six or seven elephants
were caught in the two former, but none in the latter. ‘

84. Twenty-nine men were killed by tigers in the Sundarbans, whilst the

. number of tigers killed was 13, including three
Tigers. cubs, for which a total sum of Rs. 410 was paid in
rewards. In the previous year 28 persons and 12 tigers were killed.

85. By Notification No. 843T.R., dated the 13th October 1899, the

] killing of rhinoceros in the reserved forests of the
Rhinoceros. Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri districts was made penal.
As requested by Government, it is reported that no further measures for the
preservation of this animal are at present called for.
F2
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86, Forest products were exhibited, as heretofore, at the méla held at
Kalimpong; the Divisional Officer has offered a
prize for the best collection of minor economic
products made by subordinates or others at the next meia, :

87. Specimens of forest products, photographs, &c., were collected in the

Pazis Exhibition of 100 early part of the {ear and despatched to the

aris Zxhibition of 1900 Inspector-General of Forests for transmission to
the Exhibition, the services of Mr. Stebbing, Officiating Deputy Couservator
of Forests, being lent for the space of two and-a-half months for the purpose of
assisting in the cataloguing and despatch. No award was given to Bengal
specially, but the Indian Forest Department obtained the Grand Prix for
collective exhibit in Class 54—Forest Products.

88. The Darjeeling Divisional Officer had, as usual, the charge of the
Birch Hill Park, the Lebong Forest, and several
small plots within the station of Darjeeling, while
as a working member of the Darjeeling Improvement Committee his services
were in great request to carry out works of improvement, &c. The business,
however, seriously interfered with the efficient management of his Division,
and was, in consequence, handed over on the 20th May to the Personal
Assistant to the Conservator.

89. A steam-launch, the Helen Grey, of 173 tons, with a length of
Stoam.lsanch 551 feet and a breadth of 101 feet, drawing forward
feam-launch. 2°9” and aft 4 8", was completed by the

Royal Indian Marine Department at the Kidderpore Docks in November
1899 at a total cost of Rs. 16,179 for the use of the Chittagong Divisional
Officer. '

DarJEELING ; A, E, WILD,
The 27th Oclober 1900, Conservalor of Forests, Bengal,

Kalimpong méla.

Work outside the Department.
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Form No. 46.
FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.
Area of Reserved Forests, 1899-1900.

ExcLupED
ADDED
AREA ON 1st | pURING | OB TRANS-| Apps ox S0t
JuLy 1809, THE | no oveR JUNE 1900, No. and date
Sl HEADS, of notification
Drvisiox, Rawee,  |Civil distriet.| NaME or Fomesr. ' tifr:g;l’i;:‘ng tgr REMARES.
lltquiva- IEquiy‘-.
t ent in
Acres, 'fl‘,‘“;: Acres, | Acres. Acres. | e
miles, miles,
1 2 38 4 5 [ 7 | 8 | 9 10 1 12
Darjeeling ...| ... ! ¢ [LE— . 78,408 114 - - 73,498 114 wdaia 400 acres made over (o
ling % the charge of other
Departments, of which
one acrée was transfer.
red during the year.
rDarjeel 300 scres in e{u.r{e of
Tists - R | 185,38 [ 2 135316 | 212 { il Depaciant.
mining,
113 acres in charge of
K J 133% }g v 1'{3.‘;:15 }g - {“Ciﬂlnahzaaetnt.m
1 : q 5 . acres 0
..Bl‘;lnignri ) Jalpn‘:;urli 107,650 30w 107,850 309 estates,
Direetion Hnzaribagh 502 57 36,302 87
Mo | Sasiiton s | s | 7 e, e
...... Y " & over) u Jsgomo
B bhum { chi } Singh (vids Governe
ment order No. 1090,
Angul S [R— Angul .| .. 100,044 | 251 i 100,044 [ 251 dated 14th March 189d).
Puri || s Pud .| 0 e 70,718 110 id 70,718 110 se Land Bettlement Report
SBundarbans ... | ... Khunlna ... ook 1,338,880 | 2,002 ,358, 2,00 of 1807-98 recently is.
Gl Tracts gt T
ill Tracts. arger area of 1,
ittagong ...l  .eee Chit e— 074,622 | 1,028 . e 974,622 1,523 acTes. for dit-
Chittagong c‘;nf»:‘ng;;w. ference under enquiry,
Noakhali ...
Totlal e | 3,763,901 5,881 8,763,001 | 5,881
TOTAL FOR 1898-00 ... 8,763,378 | 5,880 523 3,763,001 | 5,881
Form No. 46A.
FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.
Area of Protected Forests, 1899-1900.
ExXCLUDED
ADDED | op TRANS-
AREBA ON 18T AREBA ON 30TH
Jurr 1609, | “rmm | PRRED | T Jun 1900,
TEAR. HEADS. No. and date
RaxeEr, |Civil district, NAME oP FOREST. of notification BEMARKS,
. of addition
= Equiva- Equiva-| ortrausfer, eto.
s Acres, a"‘f“; Acres, Acres, Acres, 1;’;“.',‘:
3 miles, miles,
a
1 2 3 L] ] 6 T 8 9 10 1 | 12
Bonthal Sonthal Par- oo 278,400 | 485 s 278,400 435 st A:el tmtlm-uﬁi Baoria
m. KAnas ract, over nare
miles, ordered g be
hunierrsd to the man-
agement of the Deputy
mmissioner not yeb
Huzaribagh 20,780 | 83 20,780 | 83 Bonghly excimated.
- Palaman: - ol 62,088 | 81 - 5 52,032 81 i Area of the blocks the
department will prob.
ably only retain,
Ranchi . - — Ares unknown.
Bingh- inghbhvm | ... 820,000 | 60O
. Srehbim ;0788|618 Area estimated.
Angu sl ug.g 379 - " 242032 | 978 Under th ¢
| i Angu avre e " X frryen nder the managemen
¥ of the Deputy (‘}lofnmm
sioner.,
Puri l Pari .. ... . 180,458 201 - - 186,452 )| e Land Sattlement
of 180798 recently issued
shows 238,177 acres, or
& larger arca of 51,728
acres. Reason for dif.
Diamond Harbour e 80,1 ference under enquiry.
Sundar. 24-Parganas {Bnmlpnr we  sevw (| 1,332,624 | 2,083 14,070 ¢ 1,248,426 | 1,043 ' 343SFor., dated 20th| Retransferred to the
bans, Basirhat 15,007 tember 1809, jurisdiction of the Bun-
or.,dated 3rd | darbans Commissionee
ber 1899, for leasing out.
279For, to 201 For.,
dated 16th Janu.
ary 1000.
1272T.R,, dated 6th
I“l; 1900,
2412For., dated 16th
Total o | 2,442,108 | 3,810 e 90,199 | 2,351,009 8,675 | July 1900,
TOTAL FOR 1808-09 ... | 2,214,478 | 3,460 242,734 15,104 (2,442,108 | 3,810
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ForMm No. 46B.

FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL,
Area of Unclasssd Forests, 1899-1900.

. i
' EXCLUDED
ADDRD
ARRA ON 18T | DURING OB TEANS| gpg) on si1m
JuLy 1899, THR TO OTHER JUuNE 1900,
YEAR. | “poing. lf{o. and date
Civil istrict. NaME o¥ FOREST. - of notifleation REMARYS,
'o" . E.:qniv,. ll;am“, or transfer, &c.
= ] ent in ent in
2 1] Acres. square Acres, Acres, Acres. square
E s miles. miles.
1 [ 2 ] ' 4 -] [:] 7 8 9 10 n i2
‘Chittagong e Chittagone | ... 2,581,420 | 4,083 - 2,581,420 | 4,088
Hiil Traots,
Totsl .. |2,581,420 | 4,038 2,581,480 | 4,038
TOTAL ¥OB 139399  ...|2.881,763 | 4,09 363 2,691,420 | 4033
Torm No, 47.
FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.
Statement showing the Progress made in, and the Expenditure incurred on, Forest Sittlement; dusing 1899-1900.
AREAS FINALLY SETTLBD DURING TIE YRAR. AREAS UNDERGOING SETTLEMBNT,
Expendi- .
Ares | N, and ture incur- Expenditure
alre y i : Taken In hand | ,incurred
Name of nttﬁ %l;?elgx}. e “yeas | Entirecost| At Srmmencemont *during the. during the
Name of Civh at ment on areng  |PeT sausre of the year. year, year on areas
Forest | pri com- | gy | Name | o0 5, Hoall mile of undergoing REMARKS,
Division et | mence- ; of 1 areas settlement.
* jor territory. acoording| p square settled. finall
i menl |*fing] | FORCSL | mileg, finally,
of the : .
sanction 1 1 during th . . 1 1
year. n n uring the Ares in Area in| 0 o
f,ﬁt‘tﬁf; szf“ O:];f" year Nsme of tract, |square N::::t?f square Po‘rg_st °£"°"'
ment. eounts.’counts. miles. miles. lo,unte, jcounts,
1 2 3 4 8 ] 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 18
8q. m. Ra. Rs, Rs. Ra. Rs,
Darjeeling 114 - oores .
Tista .. 218 e e o
Kurseong - 100 w Tl . w ] e . . - -
Jalpaiguri - 188 - e " reree o e . .
Buxa .. e 309 - w - wie - v - e
Direction.., - 57 . “ . S O o oo .
Palaman .. 188 . o v e
Singh- - 738 e . . o e o e vos .
bﬁum.
Angul ... 251 - . o N . . -
Puri - . 110 v wore " B
Sundarbans, s 2,092 . e eoser
1. Boathern Sita- 8s . - N
( kund.
2. Deang 4 . o .
3. Jaldi . 75 - . .
4. Patiaand South 90 - -
Rangunia.
5. jan 60 e '
v 6. tha huria Bun- 30 e
arbans, + Notification No.
Chiitagong | Chittagong| 1,528 w. 4| 7. Harbang and 39 . i awpPor., dat:d
" Colleokor- Chunati fun- 23rd  Junuary
ate, lf.les- 1844, under sec-
8. Ringbhang ... 12 tion 4.
9. G(:faniu han.| 102
takhali.
10, Teknal 272 .
11, Nal Sundar- 70 . J
L bans.
Total o | 5851 ~ o T 842 o
Total for | 6,881 v e anae, 843 e
1808 99,
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Form No. 48.
FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.
Reoord of Demareation and Maintenance of Boundaries, 1899-1900.

Total gl | tasamnae EXPENDITURE ON
Length of Length of | lengthof | L ; Total DEMARCATION
boundaries| LONEth O | oroviously | artitlcially | houndaries | natural | jengih of | DURING THE YEAR.
artificially | TS o existing marked still to unaanes| youndaries
DivisIoN, existin i | demarcated not REMARES,
demarcated |y o a0 eg | boundaries | boundaries t the ol reanirin at the
during the | TS not  [attheclose | 8 {He © i }.iﬂcia close of
year. paired. | repaired. | of the o308 o the year. | Onnew | On re-
year. year. marks. WOrk: pairs,
1 2 4 3 4 5 ] I 7 | 8 ’ k] 10 11
Miles, Miles. | Mies, | Mites. |  Miles. Miles. Miles, Rs. Rs.
REsERVED FOREsTS,

Darjecling s 109 47 166(a) T4 230 i 473 (a) Errcneounsly shown as 154 miles in
last return.

Tista o 169 7(0) 176 71 247 776 (&) Maintained by civil authorities,

Kurseong vor e 109 109 e 132 241 442

Jal iguri i i 1 03 15 109 wr 106 215 ] 827

.But:: 106 108 140 255 1,012

g;u;cﬂm s ]gg "~ o 19“'.; a‘? sgﬂo :}1

man " [ 24
gl.nghbhm ) :gg . ;IB 1 1!1!'; gﬁg 23 1.3‘1}3 4 u:ilu h_‘:anafarr:d "%lin r’::l;mnsto
WEUL: on sk, i . 2 R column 7 as nof marcas-

Puri e 223 6 3 232 5 753 tion. L

Sundarbans ... .. 0 ] 230 230 72

Chittagong ... .. 142 87 179 472 6851 1,008

Total s 3 2,143 122 2,268 1 1,460 3,720 31 9,660
PrOTECTED FOREST.

Sonthal Parganas ... e Boundaries undefined.

Direction - e . o " Ditto ditto,

Palamau i 200 o 208 51 347

finghbhum ... 39 646 176 760 70 - 830 17

Angul P - e Ditto ditto.

Puri Ditto ditto.

Sundarbans ... .. 20 20 260 280 s Artificinl boundaries are demarcated
and maintained under the orders and
supervision of the Commissioner in
the Sundartans by the lessees of the
adjacent lots of waste lands in accord-
ance with the terms of their leases,

— - — — - ——
Total e 39 842 1856 1,076 70 ani 1,467 17
GRAND ToTAL e 42 2,085 317 3,34 kit 1,771 5,186 31 9,077
ToTAL FOR 1808.60 ,, 667 2,257 376 3,300 116 1,768 6,184 304 8,086

M. B—Boundaries include, besides the outer perimeter, the limits of enclosures of private or other lands within the forests, but not the limits of sub-divisions, such
s bloeks, compartments, coupes. '
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Foru

FOREST DEPART

Statement of Forest areas surveyed and under survey

AREAS SURVEYED AND UNDER SURVEY DURING THE

BPECIALSURVEYS—MAPS ON 4’ BCALE OR OVER, BY SURVEY OF
INpIA DEPARTMENT OR FoREST SURVEY BRANCH,

ORDINARY, INCLUDED IN DISTRICT SURVEYS,

With interior details. Boundary surveys. With interior details, Boundary surveys.
D1visioN.
: Without details Without details
With details of 3 With details of
growing stock. Df.ggz_m‘ growing stock. | ©f m ing
Total | Previ-| Of the | Total . Total | Previ- | Of the | Total
cost. | ous. year, | cost, cost, | ous, | year. | cost.
Previ- | Of the | Previ- | Of the Previ. | Of the | Previ- | Of the
ous, | year. | ous, | year, ous. | year, | ous, | year
1 2 3 4 ] L] 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Bq. M (8q.M. |Bq.M. | 8q.m. | Rs. (8q.M.[8q. a.| Rs, |Bq.M. [Sq.M. |Sq. M. |Bg. M. | Rs. (S8q. . |Bq.M.| Rs.
RESERVED
Darjeeling e - " " " B . " " . P e ey
urseong P . . wen - san . . . . ves e P .
Jalpaiguri Py .. e 183 . (&) " . - " - e o
Bn;:]sm Fa . e . 309 . 57,603 { e . . . F " i iE
Direction e . - o ik i e e o
Palamaun weoooe ™ . o " e . - ' " ves
Binghbhum .. - o - 185 . B32* " 3,233 . e " i " o " -
1
A 1 “ " 251+ S ()] e i e o " - " S
Pod it - . i - 3 110(f) ~(e)
Bundarbans ... - i 5 e . " e (2,008 z waakBY] “Tans 2
Chittagong s e e s i - = . oo v e e
Total Beserved ... . 743 185 | 07,663 | 532 ’ 3,233 2,002 o 110 %
PROTECTED
Bonthal Parganas .., . . - . = - .
Hazaribagh .., .. - o - - " e e v
Palamau - . ... . - o o w P .
Binghbhum .., 5 . . . . " sos " o . . " "
Angul - e e . o o . e
Puri i s s o | 2010S) (o)
Bundarbans .. .. " i e i 1.M2 (5) . (e)
Total Protected ... 1,842 20
UNCLASSED
Chittagong oy e P e . s
GraxD ToTAL .. .| T8 185 | 67,688 [ 532 . 8,233 T . | #m
TOTAL POR 1808-99 .., 713 v | 67,663 | ©B32 3,233 ‘ I'c.l'ns - 401 .

Digitized by GOOS[C
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No. 49.

MENT, BENGAL.

during the year 1899-1900.

4]

YEAR.
CHAIN AND COMPABS OR OTHER BURVEYS
BY LOCAL OFFICERS, COST,
With interior details. Boundary surveys. '}“r:l?i;: Total for-
i . to est Area REMARKS.
s taken at end of
under u;z J;"-
&inch or Under BUrvey. i3 Entire
over. 4inch. Form cost of
Total Previ- Of the Total No. 48, Previ- | Of the | all sur-
cost. ous. year, cost. Ous. year, vey:]s t?
Previ- | Of the | Previ- [ Ofthe sno.o
ous, year. ous, year, the year,
A | L = s 22 23 2% | 5 | s | o7 28 20 ] 30 ‘ 31
Bq. M. l Sq. M. |Bq. m. | Bq. M. Rs, 8q. M. | Bg. M Rs, 8q. M. | Bq. M Rs. | Rs. Rs.
FORESTS.
- a 12(a) 1,877 114 114 1,877 1,877 | (a) Burveved mainly
i “ i %s f{l]ﬁ " “ﬁ 1698.99, hmie:t:en;
a " i v - g shown; comp
o . e . = 183 (") (b du.rmg 1869-1900,
s = & o 309 57,663 IST-BG& | (b) Cost calculated at
. - 57 57 Rs, 120 per square
v 188 i 225 188 188 225 225 | mileas given in In-
or-ieneral  of
orests’ Review on
Forest  Administra.
tion in British India
(d) for 1801.92.
- e G48(c) 733 3,233 (12,313 16,546 | (¢ LUnder survey by
> e Imperinl Forest
Burvey Branch. 154
square miles out of
733 1n hand complet.
ed during year,
(d) This includes tri-
angulation snd level-
ling.
ar - . 251 ...}e} (e) Cost unknown, 40
= v 110 110 w(e)| miles of boundary
i1 ks 2,002 v () €)' were surveyed during
. 1,618 = 068 1,623 1,523 968 | the )em-nr.nmst of
{f) Enrv dnnebrﬁnrh
vey of India Depart-
ment in connection
with the Settlement of
— - | the Khurda Govern-
1,706 12 3,070 2,801 5,981 62,0680 | 14,180 76,270 | ment estate nt no
| | cost to the Forest
i | — _— ———— Deparlment.
FORESTS, -
| - 435(g) 435 i o - {g) Area uncertain.
| - o 33 33 5 . s
|
) vos 81(h) v 81 81 " » (h) Surveyed roughly
by the Land Revenue
Seftlement  Depart-
ment. Not printed,
212(h) 516( 1) 515 - - (i) The Linperial For.
% = P 38 978 . . est Burvey Hranch
will Ihortl_y take this
in hand,
- - o . 20 m . -
- i 1,042 o (j) Last ’s figures
s reduced by 141 owing
l o 3 203 1,783 3,675 § to exclunioni.
FORESTS,
- - iy 4,033 4,033 .
- 1,099 12 A,070 8,027 13,580 62,089 14,190 76,270
- - 1,999 1,108 8,812 13,730 62,089 62,089
milen.

square miles on 2" scale.
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ForM No. 50.

FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.

Progress made in Working- Plans, 1899-1900.

.

AREAS POR WHICH
ARBAS POR WHICH
w;‘;‘:f":“’;%;?g:;‘;: WORKING-PLANS | Areas 1'1“ Total Butire
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, | ABE BEING COMPILED. w‘;:-‘ﬁns- F:r;n c:.q:llll)‘gr
DIvIsION. Phﬁs‘l;-g: ll-l'eaF ag in v‘-,:ili., of BaMARKS.
At com- Atcom- | Takenin | °i orm orxing-.
ken in No, 48 Plans com-
mence- During mence- hand tal .
ment of | the year. | ment of during hand. pleted.
the year, the year, { the year.
1 2 8 4 5 6 7 8 9
8. X. | 8q. M. | Sq. M. | 8q. M. | B8q. M. | 8q. M. Rs.
RESERVED FORESTS,
Darjeeli e e 80(a) sor 64 114 BAT(d) king-Plan for the forests n
arjeeling ¢ (a){ Dnr)eoling, 38, square miles. eer
rking-Plan for the Thu Valley
Tests, 12 square miles,
- (3) Undetemxnsb e for Dnrjeelmg Plan,
Ra. 547 for Tists Valley Plan.
iste .. . as 213(c) e e o 212 w(d) (e) W&‘l:l -P]::) for the Forests of gh.
v
(d) Prepared by Divisionsl Officer ; no
extra expenditure incurred.
Kurseong s ae . 109 100
Jalpaiguri . o 183(e) . 183 % (e) Workingl’hn for the Forests of the
ri Division, Sanctioned in
Be Government No. 4320, dated
Sth mber 1809,
Buxa .. s e . 309 309
Direction o e e . 57 87 e
Palamau e .. 188 188
Binghbhum .. .. . . (L) 2(g) 33 ) Pmimhm-y report sanctioned by the
nspector-General of Porest
Nou 189W.P., and 10 W.P., da
llth December 1898 nnd 13th Pob-
896, re :ve
)Horhs Pcrect.
Angal ... - - . 251 351 ) @ P ot
Puri . .. o . - 110(A) . o 110 - (A) Preliminary report sanctioned by the
!w t‘ﬁrﬂo’n:;ll of Fomu. !!
Bundarbans .. .. .. 2,008 e " 3,008 0°89 il
Chittagong .. w0 o e 1,523 1,523
Total for Resarved Forests 2,334 183 110 731 2,503 5,881
Bonthal PrOoTECTED FORESTS o5 -
jon Parganss . . L o . -
Direotion .. .. .. o 33 33
}P_-hﬁ)-hu . . bﬂ(j) 53 () Tockden 18 los in Maab
Bing' um ... . . ere e o e belndes 18 square m i
Angl R B z7s 378 N diatrict. ties in Manbbum
Sundu-buu e 1,042(k) - - . e 1,048 (k) 141 nqmn'hﬂu degucMNm last
ear’s figures—see Form 48A.
Wotal for Protected Forests | 1,048 - 1,788 2675 - y o
Uscrassxp FORESTS,
Chittagong ... “w .- o . 4,033 4,088 .
Gra¥XD TOTAL .. 4,296(k) 183 110 3 8,209 13,689 -
ToriL yoR 189899 ... 4,625 12 188 110 9,000 13,780 | -
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Form No. 52.

FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.

Register of Breaches of Forest Rules during 1899-1900.

NEW CASES OF THE YEAR. DisPOSED OF DURING THR YEAR, =
. H
. . (=%
§ 5'§ § E:g' § Convictions. | Acquittals.| Total, 5
B = . I
205 8F 5% E g
E | 5 |3%5 (432 ) :
Pozxet DIVISION. E S|SB 3EE § < REMARES.
¥ | B giS|SER) B , f
g |2 |fE5|Bee) 5 | B H B
Q EC - @ . »
g5 |E5a(ms| S| B | B E ol 3|88
) ZEg [ REF ® 2 3 8 2
S| |EsEiEsE|Z |8 | (3| L |E1E|3F|3
5|8 |s S & | & [ S [~ Sl1&|1S1a |8
1 ) s 4 5 8 7 8 ) l 10 u s ] 13 \ TR T I 16
Al . 1 9 1 1 5 5 5 (] I 6| o
Darjeeling ... e {g w6 | 19| 26 4a1| 4al] am 623 | ... L] oast) 28|
Total 1 198 220 | o7 46| 45| 46| 629 o] 629 ...
Al | o ..
Tista {B 431 .. 143 210 10 863 48 | 341 433 | (a)1 3| s43| 43 64 ‘ (a) This case was con-
cl .. . . v - we | we | e« ¢ doned.
Total o ) 43| 20| 10| 83| 46| sa| 43| 1| 3| 84| 436| 64
Kurseong {g 38 18 7 63 63| 57 88| .. . 87| 88 [
Total S 38 18 7 63 83 57 88 57 88 (]
{% - 3 s‘u 4‘15 sg ;(1, 1 1 32| .. . 11 20 ..
iguri 1 1mo| moj esz| .. L o oes2| .
Jalpaiguri ... o c| o U R 1 P I IO B
Total - 4 39 7] 2 128 122 | 121 284 121 284 ..
A 21 .. 1 1 1 3 5 1 1 2 8 3 4 ] :
Buzxa LB 1 2 20 2 25 25 25 56 w2 88| ..
Cl 12 6] .. 18 181 ... . -
Total b o2l s 3 27 3 8! 8| 2 57 2| 3| e8| e 3
Al w0} 1 42 1| 11 55 65| 53 W6 | 5| €| 58| 147 7 , Of the 11 cases shown
Sonthal Parganss e . g 52 " 250 3| s 258 ”g vy | 82| .. | .. | 22 ss2| &8 :‘feﬂ‘ﬂ“ gnlsﬁé’;‘;
. | L e O emeo 10 case s
Total MR 4] 13| 36| 38| sex| ess| | 41| 287 1020 | 65| O0ly are curried for
Al e | e 7] .. 3 ] 9 7 13 2 2 ] 151 ..
Direction g 2 8] .. 35 & % 123 .. | .. 35| 183 | ..
Total 38 8 2 “i w4 136 2 2 44| 138 ..
A 1 ] 7 T e 23 24| 17 31 2| 13| 19| 4 5
Palamau e e 9Bl 3 7 .. 10 10 10 15 o | .. 10 15 | v
Cl .. 3 . . 3 3| .. o . . ‘
Total - 1|12 10 4] .. 38 31| % 48| 2| 13| 2| & 5|
Al 8| e 41 2] 17 88 o1| 78| 90| 3| 19 81| em| 18
$inghbhum ... .. ..4B 71 .. 108 7 4 119 186 | 120 $21 oo ! owe | 120] 2 8
Cl o | 0] e 70 0 .. JORS IO R IOV
Total ol 10] g8 149 9| = 277 ag7 | 198 | €22 s| 19, 201 e41] 18
Al 2] 5 | .. 1 7 9| s 5| 5| 1| 8| 18] 1
Angul .. e e g Bl oL 8 11| w 19 19 19 8| .. - 19 3! ..
Total - 8| 13 9 n 1 34 6| 2 ¢ &| n| 7| s 1
-_ hntwed badSumnd ot he 10 cases shown
Al @ 1 53 2 18 74 eS| 57 s | 11| | 6| e | 15,0Lthe 10 583,49,
Puri - {g 17 .. 240 19 5 264 881 | 257 514 | ... il 257 | 14 “i z;gm;g;n ‘nnlw:;ih'-
4 4 ™ 8 81 ... e . O g;;.wn:g.he hoper[ning
Total w| 25 8| 7| 81| 28| 88| S| s 68| 11| 4| 85| 781 80 poeancebas thervlore,
A 6 .. 20 .. 25 45 51| 39 78 3| 46| 42| 123 9
Sundarbsns ... e s g 15,} .. 199 280 250 | 280 490 | o 280 | wo) ..
Total wl| 6 . 18| . | 1ss| 832 838| sie| e8| 8| 45| S22 e8| 9
NG £ 8| 5| 85| 4] so] 8| o] 53] 9] 188| 8
Chittagong ae {B e 10 10 ] 22 22 22 45 | .. 22 45 ...2
cl .. 1] .. 1 1] .. - JOE [NV OO IRV B
Total ) 8i s ) 16) 7 58 6| b2| 11| o) 83| 61| 180 2
Al 39! s0] 200 21| 84§ 865 394 801 47! 42| 231 33| o8| @
GrAND ToTAL ...{B 99 1] 1,213 576) 216 | 2,006 { 2,105 (1,46 | 8,062 1 31,947 3,085 | 18
ci ... | 105 1 6 .. 122 122 . o b e T -
—_— —_— -——= |~=——1 {a) Closing balane e
Total .. |138(a)| 156| 1424 ©603| 300 | 3483 | 2,621 |2.247 4708 | 43| 23422001 4.043| 209 (13503.99 was 140 sen
_— —~— ———— above for explanation
Total for 1898.99 N8| 100 1,660 | 639 | 188 | 2,487 | 2,605 2,330, 4751 29 126 12,359{4,577 190 | of dilerence,

N.B.— A means cases tnken ioto Court.
B means eases dispos+d of uuder section67 of Idian Forest Act, 1878,

C unmeans detected casess

g
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Form No. 53.
FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.

Area of Forest Tracts protected from fire during 1899-1900.

Year in
DivisioN FOREST TRACTS r:l.lcllgz!?nn p’g’mm n‘“i'}']"‘al:'ed Failures. w‘:mh
*: ™ E‘omﬁlen- during | tobe ‘| protect- Cost, REMARKS,
oad; 1848-99, protected, ed.
1 1 2 | 3 ’ " | 5 ‘ 8 ‘ 7 8 "
1
Acres Acres.| Acres, Acres, Rs, Percentage of Nature of protective m
column 5 to tolal adupted.
area of reserved
forest,
n i 1881-82 4,579 3,046 s 3,840 41 |y Ru o "
Darjeeling { Tista Valley .. {| 195188 | MO0 8 sl 4 } upecs 97 spent on umpro-  50° Fire-watchers.
Singalila s | 1801-92 20,009 20,01 w.(a) 29,010 30 |} (a) 0°21 acres burnt.
Total 37,423 | 97,188 37,88 | 112
’ 5,287 5,987 5,987 7
Tista (part) { 1879-80
188586 7,350 7,850 7,350 37 | { Rupees 5 spent .
Tis.a < | Juldaka (part)... | 1881 sTez1 | 87021 37,021 ey pent oo unprotec- 893 Ditto  and the burning
{ Chel Cpazt 1379.33 50,618 30,618 30,618 105 S mrima of lines in the plains,
Total ... T | so2e| 80,276 80,276 | 252
Eastern 187677 | 22,363 2, 22963 | 812
Eurseong ... 13?3.;; gﬁg 3.4 . g.m :g L‘
1878- 42 . _ z
Western 1879-80 4,008 4, 4,002 i ‘1‘59;1.;:““" on unprotec 65°3 Fire-watchers and fire.lines,
1889.83 2,476 2,476 . 2,476 165 |
1884-85 2,102 2,102 4 2,008
Total ... 45,762 45,762 4 45,758 018
z %g:‘l‘t;hlnd ”} 1878-79 { ﬁ.& ::Eg‘? “8: }::m m 643 T_?"Eg and the burning
Jalpaiguri .. 1872-73 B458 8803 .. 8,803 220 of 22 778 acres 1o addition.
Muraghat ... { 1879880 3,499 8,739 100 3,639 83
1881-52 670 876 676
Total .. aa 13,719 75,151 303 74,758 | 1,348
Buxa (part) ..| 1576.77 81,792 81,792 81,702 | 1,194 | 841 to}-:lulg, Hill portion not
s ted.
(| oo | ange| ses .| oasas ) eus e R
B384 i ; 9 .
Boroftar  ..4| i%e 3,418 8760 1920 1,530 | 130 L Ditto and 770 acres of
Boxa - 9 savunnah,
1590-91 } 23 501 { 8,620 ... 5,520 |} 4 |Sigsn forest. ®* The sum of
1905-96 » 21,111 2,583 18,528 Rs, 803 includes cost of protec-
1878-79 9,797 9,797 . 797 171 | tion of 5,620 acres and 18,528 acres,
Haldibari 18683 [ Roes| AN el | 364 |} 8B4l foreet.
we ]| 1895 , E
181:9-19?.:} 7:&8_ [20] 6, 117 il
Total 154,661 | 105,049 10,088 | 155,001 | 2,724
. Eoderma " 1879.80 20,764 !9.'.'81‘ . 20,767 a87
Direction  we { 1803-04 6,625 6,625 .. 6,625 45 100 Fiie-watchers and fiie-lines,
Total ... 36,39 | 86,392 .. 36,802 | 492
1 61,217 61,217| 6,320 54,807 425
Northern ..{| 18780 | AT 95l 1em Nl - 100 ditto,
Plsman o [|Southern .| 1g7oso | 80561 | B69sl 1,130 | 58wl | 280
Total 118,960 | 120,389 8,730 | 111,600 756
Chaibassa ... 61,896 u.mi 20,042 43,608 568 1 t o 0 itto.
Kolhsn } 1884-85 00,066 0067 13,670 55.387 &40 B;cp::d. L Speat ‘on unpro- 100 ditto
Pornhat | 1800.91 | 130,074 | 182,257 13,418 | 118,839 | 1,122 || Includes Re. 40 deducted from
Singhbhum... } | Koins 70,718 70,800, 25,080 45,120 848 | L the expenditure of the year
Samts w t| 189102 ; 580 11,820 | 119,310 | 1,000 | o the Comptroller-General
Horhap 1,008 1,008 640 458 23 || (Forests) lx-rtalning to the
Total ... oo | Asese 86,870 | ssama| 4,200 | ol 100009
'£i ra } ;‘!.887 2& 18 ‘gg g:.m g:
agmunda ... 84-85 3,976 3 i \ 100 ditt
o "'{ ur 5| 27,019 | 27,100 5746 | 21,35 | 357 s
Total .| .. 168,858 | 160,64 18270 | 142,374 | 1,211
(s il o nia| mem | mm) 4 s
™) o t! 1885 0,2 ; ;
ri ...{ Southern } 88 13,816 96,101 470 34,631 627
Total B @955 | 70,m8| 489 | 7o | 1,839
Lhittagong Ramgarh-Sita-
| kund .. .. | 1808-00 84,864 84,874 1 84,573 200
Bitapahar 2ee |1890-1000 7,020/ " 7,020 87 04 Watchers only.
tal 84,554 91.354 1 91,893 237 e,
% = . Total 359
_|1ms,me | 1,852,740] 124,345 | 1,906,905 | 18,577 |A_ VIIIf. Form No. 61 = =1
CRATSFORRE ot ) o — Rs. 13,575, vin., Rs. 18,877 +
160809 2,75 B P oedosted Trom the
911,222 | 1,337,108 i 1,313,352 781 . ucte rom the
ofel. foe d : e expenditure in Binghbhum.

Digitized by GOOS[C
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Form No. 54.
FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.

Avrea closed and open to Grazing during 1899-1900.

AREA IN¥ BQUARE MILES,

Closed to browsers

Closed to all Open to all
DIvISION, animals. m:,",'?f.';e;?_'“ animals. . REMARKS,
Total arca.
Whole Whole | Part of | Whole
year. year. year, year,
1 2 4 \ ] l 6 7 8
ESERVED FORESTS.

Darjeeli e m 21 (1] 114

Tista mg B3 W 129 212

Kurseong 83 e e 26 109

Jalpaiguri 152 i 5 183

Bura .. 300 809 | Thirteen square miles open to Commis.
sariat elephants and cantonment catile,

Direction . 57 ves " e 57

Palaman 188 ses . v 188

Binghbhum ... 704 o e 29 783

Angul .. 251 k " " 251

Porl .. e 110 110 )

Bundarbans . 2,002 " 2,002 | Gruzing impossible owing to absence of

Chittagong ... 1,385 138 1,528 :

Total 5,443 21 a7 5,881
PROTECTED FORESTS.

Bonthal Parganas o o e 435 435 | The pasturing of goats ard sheep per-
mitted only in areas set apart for that
purpose,

Direction i = 33 33 Bheep and goats can only be pastured

Palamau e - - 81 81 } within such areas as may be allotted

Binghbhu P b 515 615 by the Deputy Commissioner,

Angul ... e " a7 878 | The pasturing of goats and sheep prohi-
bited if separate areas are available und
can be allotted.

Puri 11 5 280 201 | Goats and sheep can only graze in loca-
lities set aside by the Collector.

SBundarbans .., 1,43 v 1,42 | Grazing im ible owing to absence of
;namre. nln]t yur':t:dml reduced by

[ — 41 square miles gaze out,
Total 1o n 1722 | - 861 " "
UNCLASSED FORESTS.
Chittacng ... v 4,033 4,033
Guasp ToTAL 7,385 22 8,172 13,689
Total for 1898.49 7,458 81 6,148 18,730

Digitized by GOOS[C



Form No. 55.
FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.

Return of Grasing sn the State Forssts during 1899-1900,



( 50 )

FOREST DEPAR
Return of Grasing sn the §

GRAZING ON PAYMENT. NUMBER OF ANIMALS.
AT PULL RATES, AT PRIVILEGED RATES.
DIvisiox, Foes -
Oows h Fees Cows and | Goats and Other
Butwloss.  and | ORESM | Camels. animals, | rocotved, | Bufioes. | PORRREY | OREe2nd| Cames. | NS R
ol ctaal
1 8 3 ‘ 5 ¢ 7 8 9 10 n 12 13
Bs. RBe.
REBERVE
Darlee . 5,148
Dageeling 108 %] “ o “'g0 2.7%4 # 8,534 8 vy 1,660
Kurseong ... ... L& 108 . 4,?507‘ o - - -
Tapate - "160 5 o . 5 683 - o - - - -
™ ” : - - 5)S,001 | (2)4,891 a
Ohfitngoi s | il T | T | ks | O @
Total .| 2,167 2,788 658 25 15,308 378 34,567 4,093 s 1,680 )
I1.-PROTECTED
Sonthal 4 . 1 . - . . - :
Hazaribagh (Direc- e - e . . e
tion). . . B
Palaman® ., .. v s s o :
inghbhum . . . -
o e 1,618 10,685 E - - 4368 | (5)8,500 [(2)146,000 | (5)12,500 (57500 (a) 44,000
Total ... 1,628 10,885 8,511 4,359 8,500 148,000 12,500 500 — 5,000
IIL.~UNCLASSED
GRAXD TOTAL ..| 8789 18,483 4184 25 10,667 8878 | 180,567 17,428 544 | (c)1,08 88,57
Total, 188899 ... 8,848 10,381 8,817 e 28 19,165 8,788 178,434 19,268 547 1,563 88,754
* Information

zg) Actual fees realised included in commutating fees
(

Estimated number grazed by ivileged villagen
c; Ezxcluding fees credited under%.l Io.

Abstract
Grand total, column 28 ‘e o vt e
ddd— tal.
Outst t of the year

.o

Part of the fees paid to sarbarakars during 1808-09 re-ad juste
during the year by credit to ** RIId "’ and debit to ** AII '

Total -
Deduct—
Amount 1ot credited in the acoonnts, vie :—
Outatanding under column 7 (Puri Divuxon) -
Difference tveen oolumns 13 and 14 e -
Column 27

L) o e -

dd— Total
Valuoe of fodder grass

Total “RI1d" as per Form No, 61



No. 55.

-MENT, BENGAL.

Forests during 1899-1900.

( 51)

GRAZING FREE. NUMBER OF ANIMALS.

DURING PLEASURE OF GOVERNMENT, OR OTHERWISE THAR UNDRR
BY RIGET UNDER SETTLEMENT. LT L BN
Grand total
Total of value at
value of | full rates,
Cows and | Goats and Other Value of Cows and | Goats and Other Value of (ee:‘tzgsfull
Buflaloes. | puliocks. sheep. Camels. animals, (ee;-zu atg.ull Buffaloes. | pyt1ocks. sheep. Camels. animpls. fee:ll ::zafull
15 18 17 18 19 20 ‘ 21 l 22 | 23 ’ 24 ' 25 26 27 28
Rs. Ras. Ra. Ba.
FORESTS,
- . . . o . . . 5,143
. . . 67 328 110 . 7 969 969 9,261
. . . . e . v " 854
. . .- . . . 653
- - - . ; - 9,087
.- . . . . 8,335
ll . e e 67 328 110 7 969 969 31,170
FORESTS.
46,585 139,755 46,585 32,027 . . o 32,027 32,m28
‘ 2,356 12,280 2,450 4,555 . v - 4,065 4,555
i e . . . - - -
'\ ::: : " " = : ; s
48,941 152,085 49,041 " 36,582 sor o . " 38,5682 84,941
| — —-—, ———
FORESTS.
48,941 I 152,038 46,041 . 36,582 87 328 110 7 969 87,551 1,168,111
48,841 ! 152,085 49,041 N 36,582 67 307 110 7 938 87,520 1.15,439

oot availabl

e,

and credited under RIIg. .
on commutation fees. Revenue credited under R1lg.

Ra.

7,201
148

Ras,
1,16,111

7,307
1,23,478

101,381
12,117
3,383
285,500

H 2
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M No. b6.

FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.
Area of Plantations, 1899-1900.

AREA IN ACRES.

Iizcxxns. ( CHARGES,

Division, Kind of Plantation. Onist| Added |Excluded Ar:&hon REMARKS.
July during | during june of the year,
1899, |the year. [the yesr. 1000,
1 2 3 l 4 ' .3 8 ‘ 7 ) 8
Rs. Rs.
Darjceling 1 1,%¢ 1,38 9
Kurs«nnp;l 1 lar ola | bﬁg 60; 76
Jalpaigu ular plantations . . -
Pur‘i’ 8 O ¢ Beg v 1 336 . 334 . 28
Chittagong w |J i 863 “ 053 5,100 4,040
Total 2,872 2,872 5,185 4,068
Dariceling " 1,868 270 . 2,138 7,199
Tista - . . . 38
Kurseong oo 827 - 827 437
Jalpaiguri 21 7 . 28 . 302
Buxa . 613 . . 618 - 99
Direction Cultural) operations ... . . s 89
Palamau . 16 7 23 e 209
Singhbhum . . . e 76
Angul &0 e 80 .
Puri J kil 20 07 216
Ohittagong - [ - - .
Total ..} 38,508 304 3,512 8,648
GRARD TOTAL .. | 6,330 304 6,684 5,188 12,714
Total fori1898-99  ..! 6,103 27 6,330 43 8,368
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* Form No. 58.
FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.

Outturn of Minor Forest Produce during the year 1899-1900.

PrODUCE REMOVED OR UTILIZED.

DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCE. By Govern- By right- REMARES,
et AEERaY. By purchasers, By Iree grants. h{]dm_ Total,
Qnmtity.! Value, | Quantity, | Value |Quantity. Value. |Quantity.| Value. | Quantity. ‘ Value. \
1 ( 2 l 8 \ " ‘ 5 \ 6 7 l 5 ‘ 9 . 10 l n 12
l Bs. | Bs. 1 Re. ‘ ‘ Rs. ~ | Rs. ‘
I.—RESERVED FORESTS.
Bamhoos ik e s NO, 17,148 146 | 9,700,008 80,007 I 066,400 2,416 | 10,753,458 32,660 |The note at foot
Gmzing ...¥alue, 20,808 i 069 0,305 81,170 | of Code form
Fodder grass . . Mds, 2,64,753 3,553 - - 2,64,753 3,388 | No. 65 was
sahm grul {Iachosmum asguh e e 79,337 11,271 . e 79,337 11,271 or:tl-}::kl::
unti
ﬂolp.tta } Nipa Md:mu} " @0 1 89,02,075 6,m7 = 30,62,724 61,018 | to com&l{
Hantal ( hmu.v palxdom " . 15,676 3 .. 15,675 with.
Houey " 1 1 2,091 2,05 i 2,932 2932 | umns 2, 8,5, 6,
Wax i . 345 11,045 - 365 1,045 | and 7T
Mica . 4,567 13,480 4,367 13,480 | mctuals. Col-
'I'!mtchtng grass % 613 82 1,920,426 8,977 7 56,108 1,81,722 5,233 | umn 4 actuals
Myrmabolams ... e 202 33 - ; 831 | and estimates
Pheenix rupicoln seed " 12 | 1,40 o . 12 1,440 | Columns 8 and
Kochila (Strychnos N wr-tomica) 150 75 - s 150 7| 9 are esti-
India rubber (.Fim tlutwa} w 3 450 Ve " i - 3 450 | mates,
Lao it e 14 106 4 5 % 18 111
Cane e we " L] 66 23,000 2,738 45 1£ = 24,101 2,808
Shells (lime) ™ . 1 01,625 1,088 a = ,01,625 1,688
Miscellaneous e wme wom 266 1,017 309 i 1,254 : 3,746
Total 2,608 1,54,882 1,308 " 14,728 1,73,801
| -
1[.=PROTECTED FORESTS.
Bamboos ; : No. | 530,441 | 9,000 1,01,000 1,008 2,300 23 | 4,000,000 | 5208 4,642,831 | 15308
Grazing wValue) .. 4,358 ws e 80,582 - 84,041
:Eall‘ Erass l.hchamuu angiuﬁ- Mds. - 2,70,430 17,254 s ¥ 2,70,432 17,254
ﬂﬂ
\patta (Nipa Sructicans) - - 1,831,850 2,060 - A . 1,31,850 2,060
Hantal (Phanis paiudosa) . 5 | soseo| eams| 2 . | sheeo| 617
Honey o e e o 4,711 4711 " vou 5 4,711 4711
Wax i s e Laew N a v 548 1,645 . o 3, 1,045
¥gc: s & X . . l.;g{ !.8{2 w 1,767 s.a::
te! m'ua et " e . " i e o 671
Myranoiae w| o Tess| 1hwe| .. . = 5 198 | 1,510
Kochila (BMcMwn Nmamica) . G4 1 248 127 Z a 332 309
Tan i ; as b, N - - 3! - 280 172
Shells (lime) . " o 1,04,820 1,635 .. . iy g 1,04,525 1.638
Hiuol]nuwul N w3 ™ 7,300 2 a 42,702 1 50,054
Total | 10,767 45,785 | 25 1,285,688 | .. [ 1,88,169
III.—UNCLASSED FORESTS.
BAmbOOS  we  er e e Nooi 25060 21| 6,611,880 | 21,367 1,600 ] - 5,630,346 | 21,383
'Th.nt.chlnssm- w  we Mds, 6 2 1,07,211 A s voo ey 1,07,217 7,100
Canes P 2 1 14,603 1,280 v 14,68 1,281
lii.noeuanewl e - R ™ v 20 v os - " 210
Total .. 24 80,014 & 30,043
GRAND TOTAL .. - 18,619 2,349,681 1,303 1,43,310 8,02,008
GrasDp ToTal 180809 M0 e 2,08,472 D88 « [1,40,404 P 3,560,155

Digitized by GOOS[Q
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Form No. 58—concluded.
FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.

Outturn of Minor Forest Produce during the year 1899-1900—oconcluded.

PRODUCE REMOVED OR UTILIZED,
DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCE. By Government By right- REMARKS.
¥ agency. By purchasers, By free grants, Roldsrs, Total.
Quantity.| Value, | Quantity. | Value. Qulnt!ty.l Value, |Quantity,| Value, | Quantity, | Value.
1 2 3 ‘ 4 l 5 l 8 ' 7 ‘ 8 | 9 ‘ 10 un 13
Bs. \ \ Rs. \ Rs. | | Bs. | Bs.
BUMMARY.
e ww oo No.| 582,540 | 6,233, 15,482,884 | 62,872 8,800 24 | 4,008,400 | 7,8247 21,035,633 | 60,357
Sraning e e | i | BRS| - pod DR e A LT
Bodhocpmme = o MM o | N e | n | e | e
Gnlpr.u inicaﬂ) FT 40 A4, . . 40,094,674 X
4,10,975 6,421 “ . 4,10,975 6,481
ul( iau:s paf:dou] - . 1 1 7,642 7,642 . o 7,643 7,048
Wu e e | D e 03 2,000 - "3 2,600
Mica @ e wa 6,134 15,807 . . y 16,807
Nhatching grass .. we o n 510 34| 2,28,208 10 569 4,675 73| 66,008 | 1,753 | 280,610 | 12,419
%ﬂbﬂiam e G &lg i-ﬁ - . . .11; }3"“5?
e plooliond. o e 8 o| sl Tasl T p sl
Rl B I “im ol s [ | &
Cane o I (] 50 48,683 4,018 a5 12 34,799 Py
Shells (lime) i s ‘.. s 2,068,460 g.m . o aoe e 2,08, 3,226
Miscellaneous 2 e ey e 206 e (427 e an e 44,046 - 54,050
: Total .. 13,619 2,33,081 1,303 v |1,48,310 3,02,003
b -
Total, 1808-99 ' 201 H 2,08,472 988 | .. 1,40,404 8,50,135
Ra. Rs.
Total of Form No, 58 $,02,003 Brought forwara ., . 404,003
Add — Deduct—
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs,
Direction Division—Valua of seeds of Pheenix Difference between the actual grazing f'!el Ind
mpico]s not shown in the return = 150 the full value thereu{ o e 3,019
Divisfon—Vulue o{ minor prodm Total value of free grant 1398
imm leased lands ... .. 265 Value of produce used demrtmmhlly—-
Eurseong Division— Estimated valne of Udal meehﬂs Division e o B
ﬂhmnreeeiwd by convntmiot: b s 5 i " =k e Cwad ag
-—M men " e e e
P arbarakare durink 150600 by o Jres ol o Pamppagh. s = e e 16
and debit to ** ATL" w M6 556 g;}:mrgm " i wes el
Outstanding at commencement of the year— Angul ¥ e 5%
. — 151
Hazaribagh Division wr e e 9,080 m .
Pori " s w0 Value of estimated removals trom Hlll 'l'lpperl o
Chittagong " v P = !ST a8 credited to the Maharajah 5,454
Estimated value of prodm:e remaining lmnld at Estimated value of produce lrn.nrlmed l’mm
commencement of the year— Kurseong to .Jmsc-t? Division - Ui
Ra. Value of produce written off — Bs
Pulamau Division w4 e 5 K i
R 2 urnecmg Division s e e 104
Chittagong . — 7 Palamau - o et wa oe W
— 12344 s Sundarbans ,, LR o < - 1 i
G Outstanding written off—
Total ... e 4,04,003 Hazaribagh Division e e om ae 1,404 1id68
Portion of removal by right-holders not cro- '
dited in the accounts, v:s.. Rs, 1,43,310 less
receipts under * I1g," W24 we e e 1,290,081
Outstanding at close of the :an.r— e
Jalpai rl Division o I
Sont u lelhn R T
Hml‘iblg ision e e 2,408
Chittagong e v e DER
Puri " we e we 8,088
—_— 10,111
Estimated value of produce remaining umol.dg:
Kurseong Division ... . e . 1 134
F T T {
Hazaribagh e . e - 38
Bin,;hbhum .. o . e 1,825
. hi‘t & ve e . - 2
T L B P s
— 13,423
Difference between the value of bamboos at close
of 1898-99 nnd thlt actually realized durins
1809-1000 .
otal recei der Ie, Ie, 11 IId lIa. lIg e
under ¢. e, r—
Part 111 (Rs.22) i D e me ae 240,089
——

Digitized by GOOS[C
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Form No. 69.
FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.

Aocount of Timber and other produce cut or collected by Government Agency and brought to
depots, sold locally, or vtherwise disposed of during the year.

Balance at Bmw én
COmMMENCe-| g upiye Disposed of a
NauB or Divrsrow. ment of the| g, ving the Total. |during the]Cciose of the REMARKS.
Year in ear. yoar. Year in
forestsand | 7 * Jtorests and
sale depdts. sale depdts.
1 ' ] ‘ 3 l 4 | H [} 7
TIMBER—(Cubic feet)
Directio; o P o e 1,818 4,300 5,334 4,554 970
Datjeeling oo . o o | Yee | wows | 7w | 7lo00 1,918
TSR oo e e e e e e 78 74,038 74,114 51,500 29,614
Kurseong - {510 &;g :,lgg :,g; . ‘g‘o
I lpmgnri e e . , , ,
mntm . Parsanu - ses 31,618 0,065 1148
th e e e e 5, ¥
Hsmnbc.sh 300 800 "985 12
Palama: -l e e 1,148 1,148 1,138 15
Stnghbhum 500 8,447 3,047 2,099 948
Angn I 4 180 235 163 73
sundu-bnns . e 1,862 10,010 11,873 10,385 1,807
ChiltagODE ...  wcc v v e e 6,270 48,508 58,787 61,573 1,814
Total Timber 13,770 288,908 801,076 w.m 32,387

FUEL—(Cubic feet solid).

Direction e 108 8,627 6,729 6,061

168
Dnriee\mg v aee 74,787 153,163 817,960 139,244 88,706
™ ave 2,180 2,180 2,160
Knrneon 178 175 178
Santhal armuns 8,089 8,959 3,959
Palaman 3 3 3
Binghbhum 2 17 19 19
Sopdarbans .. 0 0 0 L 43 6,365 6,408 6,393 15
Chittagong 786 1,369 2,155 2,158
Total Fuet .. 75,720 178,888 249,588 160,609 88,889
| BAMBOOS—(Number),
Tista 700 700 700
Kurseon, 950 950 250
Sanths] Parganas ... - 537,041 537,041 537,841
Hazaribagh ... - . 2,250 3, 1,550 700
Palamau ... . 8,843 8, 1843 3,843
S8tnghbhum e 1,105 1,108 1,108
Angul ... .. .. . L L. 9,800 9,800 ,800
Chittagong ... o 878 25,060 20,5838 36,538 300 |
Total Bamboos - 878 588,540 589,427 582,427 1,000
' MINORBR FOREST PRODUCE—(Value)
Bs. Ra. Rs, Ra, Ba
Darjesting 5 5 8
Kuzgeong, 2,154 2,154 720 1,434
J;]u:ml e 50 30 50
agh ... .. . . 31 31 31
Palamau .. ... .. .. . . . 5 107 18 100 13
8inghbhum ... 1,825 1,825 1,825
Angul .. 32 32 30 ]
Pori 188 182 188
Bandarbans ... [ 2 1
Chittagong 3 3 ]
Total Minor Produce 1] 4,391 4,398 1,003 8,304
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Foru No. 60A.
FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.
Abstract showing the value of Timber and other produce at Sale Depdts for the year 1899-1900.

IOX HAND AT COMMENCEMENT ON HAND AT CLOBR OF DIY?BRENOR IN
OF THN YRAR. THR YBAR, VALUR.

DRSCRIPTION OF TIMBEE AND
OTHEER PRODUCE. REMARK
Cubio Cubio In favour] Against .
No. foot. Value. No. foot, Value, | of the he
year, year.

.

1 3 R 3 4 ] [} 7 8 9 »
TIMBER, Rs, Ba. Ba, Rs.
Logs w e e e 189 7,404 200 3,380 e o
llwp‘ero o aes e ees 38: . g 2108 ld.g:l! u77 lﬁ.ll" .
BoantHngs ... .« . wee  we " 1 P 3,4 7 .
Poles . e e e 116 887 a8 181 s " .
we  ses e 10 14 3 © 181 11 -
Boats s s wes e 9 748 90 1] 1,030 90 -
Bhingles .. . .. . 2,000 21 18 v .
Miscellanecus .. .. .. 746 1,379 824 4 1,10 1138 .

Tctal Timber ... 8,40 13,750 3,687 0,351 33,397 23,720 20,033 o

FIREWOOD AXD CHARCOAL.

Pirewood .. .. ..Mde 18, 481 27,112 5,561 34,302 23,154 5.2%4 .
Charooal Bags Q044 48,008 7.615 9,108 83,748 9,981 o -

Total Puel .| 20438 75,39 | 13,176 | 83.467 | 89,589 15,265 | %080 | ...

Bemboos "o e . ga| . s 00 .. s 6f ..

MINOR FRODUCE.

Lac o e wee Mds 1 8 ) 18’8 - ' slu’) Lo .
Boeds - o = - BTy - nse| -
Pibres r ewe “we _g» 1 e 246
Nlopbant tusks .. .. No, s o -
Total Minor Produce ... 5 3,504 3200 ..
GRAND TOTAL ViLUR .. - 16,870 3,207 | 25427
Foru No. 80B.
FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.
Abstract showing the value of live and dead stock for the year 1899-1800.
On hand at com-
. menoe-;::rt of the o"ol,"&d.‘,‘.:lr‘.’” Difference in value.
Dascrrrrion or Live ; REMARES.
AND DRAD FTOCK. ta tavood Apainst
Number.| Value. | Number.] Value. | of the the
year, yoar,
1 ] ] . 8 ' [ Y s
Liee stock. Ba. Ra. Be. | B
Blphants .« o o o 15800 9] 14,80
Total live stock .. 9] 1850 9| 14820 - 680
Dead stock,
o e e 827 | 148,82 sas | 1688 W .. -
e ;mm) - oo B 64 os | ... ")
Porniture .. .. .. 3,328 14,113 3,457 14,633 516 -
Teuts ... .o e s 84 4,845 58 4,831 4
Boats ... aee e s 75 18.3:4 75 18,301
Steamers .. .. . 3 g-’;.;g ; 1,4 :.gou; 6,476 -
ttors 3 X 3, e
mﬂ [P 1 5,025 1 5,250 s
NRiscellaneons e e 8,213 82,172 6,134 88,079 2,907 -
Total dead stock ... 9,234 | 3,37,047 10,380 | 3,63,451 28,404 see
Azayp ToTAL .. 9,943 | 3,532,547 10,389 { 8,80,871 27,724
Grand total for 186800 ... 8,840 | 3,%9,262 9,343 | 3,569,547 18,398 -
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Form No. 61.
_ FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.
Swmmary of Ezpenditure of the different Divisions during 1899-1900.
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Form No. 62.
FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.

Dr. Account Current for the year 1899-1900. Cr.
L]
Bs, A. P Rs. A. P, Rs. 4. P, BRe. a. P
Cash balance R . 963 10 11 | I.—Refunds and Drawbacks G 14494 65 3
V1II.—Assessed taxes— . | Expenditure s per Anmnl Eummm;r "
Income-tax—Deductions from salaries ... wrbis 3616 9 2 | orm No. 6l .. . b 5,565,483 13 9
Eevenue as per] Annual Summary, form Forest Deposita 16 8 0
MO BY (i Gie el e s e — 11,61,174 15 © | Porest Advances ... .. ... e 296,783 511
XIL—Interest s We L we e edees Buspense Account 3,576 1 8
Porest Deposits A Be Thea e
Porest Advances ... ... . s s sesens 2,03,223 1 10 | Bavings Bank Daposits—
Suspense Account . : o 3,356 11 0 Bank Aceount—
Service Funds— Forest Officers’ Provident Fund ... . -
Uncovenanted Sarviu Psmiy Pension
Fund, Bengal . v = . — Cash Remittances—Local—Forest Remit-
Bav Bank Dapontl-— tances.
Bank Accrunt— Remittances to Treaguries 11,190,204 9 11 .
Forest Officers’ Provident Pund we wv sovens Unpaid cheques written back w " W00 0 0
.ﬂ';bemu Alrl:;omg—l, Fond Inter-divisivnal Transfers wis 6,385 14 0
eneral Fawily Pension Fund .. .. sawi —— 11,35,000 T 11
Cash Remittances—Local—Forest Remit-
tances. || Account current with Foreign States—
Forest cheques drawn 5,45082 8 0 Berar Suspense Account iadd
Revenue Remittances written hack 1,918 15 4 Her Majesty’s Colonial Govemmt.
Inter-divisional Transfers ... ad 6,381 10 0 Ceylon weo e i em s e
— 553,383 1 4 .
59, Exchange Account with other Governmentes—
Account between India snd Bengal.
| i—-l"om: Bemnmwes from to 3 % i
Account current with Foreign Btates— | TIIL. -lt.cmu adjustable by Tndia... 1,039 8 8
Berar Suspense Aecount e 15,135 13 9
HEI; 1%1;'1"'” Culonin'l Gwomment. AconunB tlbetwem Central Provinces and
e v s engal—
I.—rorest Remittances from Bensul to
Fichange Account with other Governments— Central Provinces , e vesven 20 14 11
Account between India snd Bengal, ——Items ad justabls 'by— s resnen
I1,—Forest Remittances to Benglllmm Account between Burma and Bengal—
India . & 29,068 10 2 1.—Porest Remittances from Bengnl to
III.—Items Idjnstable by Indis . 2939 5 0 Burma 1,686 8 11
1V.—Items adjustable by Bengd 1,176 7 & —Items adjustable by— s
—— 26,988 9 7 Account between Assaw and Bengal—
l l—lforelt Remijttances from Bennl
i to Assam o 4«87 18 1
Aocount between Bonnl “and “North.
Account between Bengs! and North. Western  Provinces and Oudh—
Western Provinces and Oudh, IL.—Yorest Remittances from Bengal
I—Forest Remtitances to Bengal from to North-W,
North-Western Provinces and Oudh esnese 55 ¢ 1
dh e 1,208 8 9 Account besween Bengal and Punjab—
—ltems adjustable by—" . 1 ... 1L, —Fovest Bemim.nceu from Bengal
—————— 102 8 9 to Punjab rse LBV ]
Inter-Departmental Transfers—
Public Works Deportment. Ordinary
xnl?‘;w%mkug:‘m:h t, Ordi Pn%l % ks Department, Mny 8356 14 10
ublic orks partmen nary io orks Dep en y
Branches noo Braac] 14088 8 0
Pnbllo Worh Dcpcrtmmt. D‘llvny Military Dcplrtmenz Bangdcomnand 18,301 611
I Br chDe N Be i [ ‘l)(ludn;‘l)eport e see  ser l.:: ; :
i hry plrtmen aga. Oomnnnd ...... \§ p.rtmentl o .
Marine o ese e 8 0 45,908 ¢ 1
Civil Deputmenu o et ae e 1,663 311
e ctt— 33,693 0 11 Cash balanos ... . i o ee O 7o 9
Gra¥D ToTAL [ 90,067,054 15 0 GRrRaXD Torar .. R $0,07,03415 0
P. G, Jacos,

Assistant Comptrolier-Gemeral (Foreats).

e
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Oulstandings and Liabilities on account of Contractors and Disbursers for 1899-1900.

Form No. 63..
FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.
Revenue received and outstandings on account of revenue during 1899-1900.
. Balance
Outstand- | 100 of gales due to the
ings at and ather Amount Depart
PARTICULARS, commence | L con T, TOTAL, realized dur- meﬁ:ra; BEMARES.
'“;;:.f'f ing year. ing year, end of
year.
2 3 4 5 6 7 s
Rs. 4. P Ra. A. P Rs, 4. P. Rs. 4. P, Ra, A. P
e | Timber and other produce . 351911 6 8519 11 & 3519 7 6 1] 0
3 Ditto ditto 13 4 0 83,104 7 0| 8330711 0 78,08 9 4| 5131 1 8
Ditto ditto 30,206 0 1| 80,205 0 1 80,204 15 1 010
Ditto ditto 45,473 511 | 45473 511 44350 711 111814 0
Ditto ditto 56,520 13 6| 5682013 & 16,780 & 5 49 8 0
Ditto ditto 97 0 0 24850 7 8| 2939047 7 8 26,820 7 8 121 0 0
Ditto ditto 49810 14 3 | 49810 14 3 40785 14 3 25 0 0 §
Ditto ditto | 898810 9 19058 3 0| 304613 9 20,548 12 0% 2,498 1 9| * Includes Rs. 1,403-14-5 written off,
Ditto ditto o 2374 0 0 9974 0 0 2,374 0.0
Ditto ditto 30211 8| 67.875 8 8| 69,247 14 11 67,728 8 10 539 6 1
| Ditto ditto 5278 11 2 5278 11 2 527811 2 2
2z Ditto ditto 9,250 8 0 80,214 6 0| 89,470 14 9 31,371 2 B| 800012 1
Ditto ditto 6,30.644 611 | 6,346,648 611 | 636046 611
Ditto i 1,127 ¢ 9 1,08985 8 6| Lioliz 6 3 | 109160 1 8 952 3 9
Re. 4. P
Total .| 14876 5 6/11,06,31313 0 |11,61,159 3 & |11,62,608 14 21| 18,520 4 4|t Form No.61 .. 11,61,17415 ©
Add * e 1,493 14 &
Total, column 6 .., 11,063,668 14 2
Foru No. 64.
FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.

DePARTMENT DEBTOR. DEPARTMENT CREDITOR, Banawce Dre.
Rm;::wa;l(-s ]in
Division. cash and value
At commence- | of supplies At close of At commence- |Payments mado| Atcloseof |To Department| By Deym:nmt 3
ment of year, m&i H;m' (tl.om- year, ment of year. | during year. year. (outstandings).| {liabilities).
uring the
year,
I | | 2 l 3 | 4 5 ] ‘ ] I 8 9 10
Rs. 4. P Rs. A. P, Rs. A. P Rs, A, P, Ba. a. P s, a. P Rs. 4A.P. Rs, A, P.

Direotion . - . 2928 9 5 2,296 9 & 9313 0 228 0 0 230113 6 4 1
hhlh‘ N . 51,500 16 7 61,500 15 7 4685 9 7 56,951 10 2 67418 3 9 6,017 4 2
Tista ... .. : 150717 1 7 15,077 1 7 736 0 0 15,668 7 10 16,402 7 10 1,325 8 3
Km‘ - wee 18,796 7 8 18770 7 8 #6563 2 9 15,623 7 6| 18,881 10 3 105 2 7
Jdpd;url 15,584 6 3 18,64 6 3 180 14 4 18,495 11 10 15,676 10 8 g2 31
Buxa 2%.406 0 8 25495 9 3 66 3 4 25,203 12 4 25,850 15 8 864 0 5
Bonthal Parganas - 11,756 8 4 11,766 8 4 uy 2 0 1,730 7 11 11,847 9 11 17
Ha o — — 3,722 15 11 3,722 15 11 612 7 3717 1 8 3,723 14 1 014 2

Palamau s e 8,033 2 4 Bu23 2 4 86 8 8 8000 7 7 8,005 15 10 7313 @ "

Binghbhum ... o 4046 0 b 40,418 0 5 2,410 811 80,202 14 1 41,033 7 10 1,218 14 &5 i

e - 9334 2 0 9334 2 9 438 14 & 9,243 311 9,708 2 4 67T 15 T 2
e 13047 010 13,047 0 10 135 6 & 14,111 & O 1424911 @ 210 8
Bundarbans ... e 52,548 10 2 52,348 10 2 955 0 3 61,642 10 7 62,497 10 10 140 0 8
Glllttlm iE 59 7 21,043 14 4 2040 71 62 1 1 21,527 010 22,353 111 40310 0
Total - B 2,035,223 110 20322811 & 7601 1 g 1 2,906,733 b5 11 I 3,03,7% 7 5| 1060512 0

P. G. Jacos,

Asst. Comptrollsr- General (Forests).

Digitized by Goog[c
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Foru }.Io. 85.

~ FOREST DEPARTMENT, BENGAL.
Financial results of the year 1899-1900.

TIMBER AND OTHER FORMATION,
PRODUCE REMOVED PROTECTION,
TROM THE FORNSTS BY OTHER REVENUB. | AND IMPROVE- Torar.
Division. NoEmor RO EatTa Raxanxa,
Reoelpts. | Charges. | Receipts. | Charges. Charges. Receipts. | Charges.
1 2 3 4 5 [} 7 8 ]
Rs. Res. Ra, Rs, Ba. Rs,
- s 25,086 20,430 52,181 19,860 81,538 78,087 71,018
Darjecliag . 80 9,455 1 9,405 15,081 30,208 33,881
Kurseong #0 429 43,430 14,398 17,461 360 8,
JInlpaixurt . —328 847 67,108 18,967 13,764 58,780 34,378
B al Parginas Ien | 1vees | Seses | 7ies "e7es Wi | . Rem
Sonthal .. 17,421 11,042 : y )
v B I Sl R
h .. 1 X 3 3
Hasarives 89 188 3,255 5,408 8789 %374 480
u.,{:m. - 2 978 67,707 26,875 46,181 89 74,089
Angul 1 e 5,277 4781 8,847 5,379 688
Purl A 183 e 31,189 8,163 16,387 31,371 | « 35,524
8 . 1,128 37 | 63352 87,015 7,749 6,34,044 401
Obittagong ... ... 7176 p,081 | 101,984 879 . W§,308 1,09,160 55,038
Total 01,548 60,124 | 10,983,690 | ,45,0%0 2,50,3% 1L,6L,176 | 58,5548
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ERRATUM.

PreAse make the following corrections in this Government Resolution No. 128For.,

(llntedlghe 5th January 1901, on the Progress Report of the Forest Administration for
899-1900 :—

(1) For the Bgures “92 ”” and “ 62" in line 1 of paragraph 8, substitute *“ 65" and
¢ 33,” reﬂ)eotively.

(2) For «101,865 ™ and 40,545 in lines 2 and 3 of the same paragraph, subsiituls
“60,959 " and “ 35,338,” respectively,

(3) In column 4 of the tabular statement in paragraph 10, against the entry
¢ purchaser”” under head “ Protected,” for * 4,435,672 read ¢ 4,535,672,”

(4) In line 6 of the sub-paragraph immediately following the tabular statement in
paragraph 10, for 2,316,888, read ¢ 2,266,018.”

F. A. SiLacks,
The 82nd July 1901. Secy. to the Gost. of Bengal,

W. M. D'C.~=Reg. No. 27610==460=26.7.190},






REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

FORESTS.

———

CALCUTTA, tae 5TH JANUARY 1901.

RESOLUTION No. 128For.
READ—

The Progress Report of Forest Administration in the Lower Provinces of Bengal for
the year 1899-1900.
Read again—
The Progress Report of Forest Administration in the Lower Provinces of Bengal for
the year 1898-99 and Government Resolution thereon.
Mr. A. E. Wild, who was in charge of the Bengal Forest Circle throughout
the year, submitted his Report on the 10th November 1900, more than a
month late.
The following statement shows the area of each class of forest in the
eircle:—

PERCENTAGE—
Area at
. Arvea at Of the area
Crass oF Forest. (70| Added. | Excluded. [close of the of the
the year. .| year, Of total | provinces
year. forest area.| (156,571
square
miles),
1 2 3 4 ] 8 7
8q. miles, Sq. miles. | 8q. miles,
Reserved .. .. 8,181 5,881 43 376
Protected ... 8,814 141 3,675 27 238
Unclagsed ... 4,033 4,438 30 258
Total 13,730 141 13,588 v 869

2. No actual changes in the area of reserved forests were made during
the year. The recent land revenue rescttlement of the Khurda Government
Estate shows an excess of 1,833 acres, and of 51,725 acres in the area of the
reserved and protected forests, respectively, of the Puri Division, but the
reasons for this not having been given, no actual alteration has yet been
made in the figures. In the Sundarbans 141 square miles of protected forests
were transferred to be converted into cultivation, The transfer of the Saoria
tract of the Sonthal Parganas under the Deputy Commissioner will shortly be
effected.

3. Settlement.—The Lieutenant-Governor notices with regret, since the
reasons given for the delay are not satisfactory, that the settlemuent of the area
in the Chittagong Forest %ivision has not yet been completed. The work was
started as far hack as 1897-98, and he trusts that it will be ready for
notification within the current year.

The recent proposals of the Board of Revenue that certain blocks should
be set aside as fuel and fodder reserves in the Jalpaiguri district as protected
forests, and placed under the control of the civil authorities, are under con-
sideration of Government. According to the approved programme of operations
spread over a period of ten years, the Imperial Forest Survey Branch
began work in December in the Singhbhum Division. In future reports the
Conservator should state what was the programme for the year and, in case it
was not worked up to, what were the reasons for the deficiency. It is reported
that the progress made so far was not very encouraging, as there are to be
two pax('ities at work during the coming season, more check and supervision are
required. :

1 The total length -of boundaries as yet defined stands at 5,188 miles.
The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that during the ensuing year forest officials will
bear in mind the importance of carefully inspecting forest boundaries, a duty
which appears to have been overlooked in many divisions,
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4. Working-plans.-—Of the total forest area in Bengal, viz., 13,589 square
miles, working-plans for 5,320 square miles have been cither completed or are
being compiled, and 8,269 square miles still remain to be dealt with. The latter
area includes 4,033 square miles of unclassed forest of Chittagong, Owing to
the unfortunate illness of Mr. Hatt, who had nearly finished the working-plans
for the Puri Division {110 square miles), and of the tardy progress made by
the Forest Survey Party in Singhbhum, which delayed Mr. Haines, who had in
hand the working-plan (731 square miles) of that Division, no plans were com-
pleted dering the year. Here also the l.ieutenant-Governor would request
that in future years details be given showing what was the programme for
the year and to what extent it was worked up to with reasons for any short-
comings. The table showing the comparative strengthi of the staff, area and

crcentage under working-plans for the three provinces of Bengal, North-
gVestern Provinces, and Central Provinces, submitted by the Conservator, is
intercsting ; but the figures for the areas under working-plans in the Central
Provinces do not tally with those given last ycar. Speaking generally, the
comparison as to strength of establishment is not very disadvantageous to
Bengal, and the Lieutenant-Governor is compelled to repeat that Bengal has
hitherto failed to realise the great value of working-plans. It is so far satis-
factory, however, to see that the importance and neccessity of the work are
now fully understood, for there is no part of the Iorest Officer’s duties of
greater 1mportauce than the preparation of working-plans for the forests
in their charge. Without them a new Iorest Officer is helpless in his charge;
and Government has no check on the proper working of any forest.

But it does not appear that the Conservator’s arrangements ior carrying
out these operationsare as yet properly organized, since they seecm to rest on
the chance of sccuring the sexrvices of special officers for this work alone, The
matter will be dealt with when orders are passed on the report which has lately
been called for giving, in the order of urgency, the Forest Divisions, for
which working-plans or revision of existing working-plans arc required during
the next five years. The Conservator has now had a material addition made
to his supcrior staff, and the work must be taken energetically in hand.

5. Buildings and Communications.—The following statement shows the
cxpenditure on roads and buildings in 1898-29 and 1899-1900 and the hudget
estimates for the la'ter year: —

Brirpinags. l ROADS AND BRIDGRS, TOTAL.
!
DESCRIPTION OF i I —_—
ORK. s q
WOR Aof:n-‘l‘s‘ of ‘Mﬁ“g:fi'“f Actunls of | Actuale of ‘H}f::dﬁ‘(t of Actuals cf  Aetunls of oe(rii:::rkg< r Actuslsof
it 3 & 3 I 3 <] ‘- - N + 3 O i K
130589, 18:9-1900. 18901000, 183n.99, 18Y0-1400. l 1890-1900, 1 1898-9), 1899- 1900, t 1590-1000,
1 l 2 3 4 l 5 8 I 7 8 9 [ 10
B ) Rs, Rs. Rs. Re. Rs. Re, Rs, Rs. Rs,
an;‘vn:;nstruotmn ]2]1{':2 ?;::(: l:gif 13.]3;: :12‘&’3’2‘]’ 17;‘:13 33,4‘.32 ;2";[‘0 83,147
. . 2,5 02 367 L35 20043 2 1410 17,202
Unapportioned 1,160 1ju\‘0 1,147 123 820 264 1,253 1,400 1,411
Total 35,739 42,100 l 29,303 16,230 34,800 [ 22,517 64,069 _76,900 } 51,820
|

The budget estimates were not worked up to, partly owing to several
works not having been taken up and partly to the diversion of the allotment
to other purposes.

The chicf new buildings constructed during the year were the Sonthal Par-
ganas head-quarters house and three revenue station-houses in the Sundarbans.

Eighty-four miles of new roads and paths were made during the year
as against 57 in the previous year, and repairs were carried out along 787 miles
of road, the corresponding figures for 1898-99 being 812, Of the new roads,
35 miles were for facilitating export and 49 miles were for inspection purposes.
The experiment of crecting a wire rope-way in the Tista Division was a
failurc owing to the curves encountered, and the line will have to be re-erccted
on the usual plan of straight lengths. :

8. Dreaches of Forest Law.—Threo hundred and fifty-five cases were taken
into Court during the year under report as against 307 in 1898-99. This
mncrease occurred mainly under “fire cases” in the Singhbhum Division and
under ““other offences.”
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Of the cases disposed of, 88 per cent. ended in conviction as against 90
in the previous year. Prosecutions were instituted in 50 cases for offences
with regard to fire, of which 38, involving 45 persons, esded in conviction,
and 5, involving 18 prsons, resulted in acquittal. The remainder were pending
at the end of the year. Of the total cases of this kind, 28 occurred in
Singhbhum, 9 in Palamau, 5 in Angul, 8 in Jalpaiguri, 2 in Chittagong, 1 in
Darjeeling, 1 in Puri, and 1 in the Sonthal Parganas.

The sentences awarded in fire cases have been gnerally of a much more
deterrent nature than was the case during the previous year, and the Lieutenant-
Governor agrees with Mr. Wild that, ¢ considering the difficulty in most fire
cases of procuring any evidence at all, whenever convictions are obtained,
the punishment ought in all cases to be exemplary.” The Lieutenant-Governor
looks to the Conservator to bring promptly to the notice of (Government
any case in which, in his opinion, the punishment awarded has been inadequate.
The Government of India, as noted in last year’s Resolution, asked if
amendments were not required in the Indian Forest Act for the better protec-
tion of forests from fires and the punishment of incendiarism; proposals
have accordingly been submitted by the Conservator to alter the existing law
and to make villagers jointly responsible for fires.

The number of cases compounded by Forest Officers amounted to 1,946,
involving 3,962 persons as against 2,057 cases, involving 4,018 persons in the
frevious year. The amount reccived as compensation was Rs. 12,176, Rs. 791
ess than the amount in the previous year. In the Sundarbans, the compensa-
tion accepted is usually high, as the cases are mostly of a more serious nature
than in other Divisions, for the offenders carry off the wood in boat-loads,
whereas elsewhere the thefts are chiefly confined to the quantity that can be
carried on a man’s hcad. Omitting this Division, the compensation received
for each person involved varied between 8 annas 7 pies in Singhbhum and
Rs, 7-3-9 in Buxa. The total number of offences decreased from 2,487 to
2,483, and of these, the Darjecling Division contributed 446 cases, while the
Tista, Sonthal Parganas, Puri, and the Sundarbans Divisions contributed over
300 cases each. :

7. Forest fires.—Protective measures against fire were taken for 2,114
square miles, of which 194 square miles, or 9 per cent. of the entire protected
area, were burnt, as against 2 per cent. in 1898-99 and 27 in 1897-98. This
increase was, to some extent, to be expected owing to the carly sctting in of
the hot weather.

Although a far larger area was burnt than during the previous year, yeot,
looking at past resulus, the general result of the year under report was fairly
satisfactory, and the Conservator points out that the accustomed alternation of
good and bad years, which has been the rule since 1890-91, has been broken.
The Licutenant-Governor agrees with the Conservator that some praise is due to
the officers of the Department for this improvement.

Singhbhum again heads the record, having had 134 square miles burnt,
and the fires there in 1899-1900 were worse than in 1898-99, In consequence
of the many and scvere fires in the early part of the season in the Saitba
block of this Division, the burnt areas in that block were closed to grazing for
three years as a punishment for malicious and careless firing.

8. It would appear that for the Circle 92 fires as against 62 in the
previous year were intentionally fired, dumage being done to 101,365 acres as
against 40,545 in 1898-99. Prosecutions were instituted in 14 of these cases,
of which 10 ended in conviction, 2 resulted in acquittal, and 2 were pending
at the close of the year.

9. Grazing.—Four hundred and seventeen square miles of reserved
forests were open to all animals, as against 393 square miles in the previous
year, tlie increase of 24 square miles being due to areas previously closed
in the Darjeeling and Kurseong Divisions being thrown open during the year
under report. As in the previous year, 1,722 equare miles of protected forests
remaincd open during 1899-1900, 'Theaverage area per head of cattle grazed in
the reserved forests was 5°7 acres as compared with 55 acres in the year before.
In the protected forests, excluding Angul, which is under the management
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of the Deputy Commissioner, and for which no returns have been furnished,
the acreage per head (2:5) was practically unchanged, though the revenue
increased by Rs. 919 to Rs. &4,941 owing to better collections in the Puri

Division. With regard to grazing, no change has been made in the method
or gystem,
10, Yield and outturn of forest produce—The following statement gives
details of the forest outturn of the year:—
Class of forest and
agency by which groduce Timber. Fuel. Total wood. Bamboos. | Minor produce.
was removed. )
1 2 8 4 6 6
Reserved. C. ft. C. ft. C. ft. C. ft. Rs.
Government 186,799 165,740 342,539 17,148 3,682
Purchasers - 5,689,664 15,194,638 20,864,202 9,769,908 1,24,876
Free-grantees 11,148 22,038 83,181 O 1,363
Right-holders .| e 910,167 910,167 966,400 13,812
Total s 5,867,606 16,282,£78 22,160,079 10,758,466 1,41,233
Protected.
Government 388,636 3,081 42,517 639,441 1,701
Purchasers o 699,978 38,836,604 4,435,672 101,090 47,777
Free-grantees 1,624 729 2,363 2,300 2
Right-holders 230,666 14,880,835 14,811,600 4,000,000 1,38,374
Total 970,808 18,221,289 19,192,042 4,642,881 1,72,164 v
Unclassed.
Government 921,290 1,369 22,669 25,960 8
Purchasers 480,232 60,642 540,874 5,811,r86 8,857
Free-grantees 491 | ... 491 60 | ...
Right-holders  ...1 o | L] e ceven v
Total 502,013 62,011 664,024 5,659,348 8,660
Grand total in 1899-1900 7,340,322 84,666,823 41,906,145 21,086,683 8,233,746
Ditto in 1898.99 .., 6,420,308 82,248 935 88,669,241 20,744,794 2,90,016
Difference in 1899-1900 ... <+ 920,016 + 2,316,888 + 8,286,904 +-290,839 482,780

* Includes Rs, 2,108 collocted from Hill Tippera (for two years),

The gross outturn under all heads was much greater than in the
previous year, and considering that the gross yield of the year 1898-99

itself had been considerably larger than in 1897-98, this result 1s ve
factory., The Sundarbans Division gave the largest increase, the tim

satis-
and

fuel there exceeding those of the previous year by 693,867 cubic feet and
2,316,888 cubic feet, respectively, and the Departmental Officers are reported
to have shown much energy in exploiting the produce of this Division and

taking advantage of a brisk demand.
Singhbhum also showed a considerable improvement in its yield of timber,
but fell off considerably in its fuel outturn, as also did Angul.

11.

during each of the last six official years:—

Financial year, Reooipts, Charges,  Net revenue.
Rs, Rs. Rs.
1894-95 o e 7,95,678 8,98,601 38,97,072
1895-96 oo voe 9,18,709 4,66,058 4,562,641
1896-97 . . 13,70,849 6,90,043  6,80,807
1897-98 .. .. 11,809,285 653,437 535848
1898-99 .. .. 972313 4,86,319 4,85994
1899-1900 .. 11,38912 545205 598,707

Financial Resulis.—The following statement shows the financial results
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For the purposes of comparison the Conservator eliminatest he years 1896
—98 as exceptional owing to the extensive sleeper operationsin Singhbhum, but,
this the Lieutenant-Governor cannot agree to, since in his opinion there must
yearly be a large demand for sleepers on the part of the railway companies,
which it is the duty of the Forest Department to mect or to explain to the
satisfaction of Government their inability so to do. , :

12. The following table shows the result of the last two financial years,
division by division :—

Recerprs. . CHARGES. SURPLUS. Derrcrr,
DivisION. T d
1899-1900. | 1898-99, [1899-1900. | 1898-99. 'l1899-1900.l 1898-99, |1899-1900. ; 1898-99. .
1 2 3 4 5 l 6 7 l 8 9
Rs. Rs, Ras. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Ra. -
Direction ... 3,573 13,500 43,879 39,660 40306 26,154
Darjeeling 79,003 79,069 70,671 80,817 8,522 10,322 | .,
Tista 28,704 22,828 31,066 23,6575 ! 2,362 847
Kurseong ... 42,958 39,021 31,275 23,796 11,693 : 5,225 O
Jalpaiguri ... .. .. .. 55,722 49,127 34,301 23,459 21,421 25,668
Buxa 26,782 18,441 30,5156 23,752 8,733 | © 7,311
Sonthal Parganas ... 43,262 22,760 30,415 17,364 12,847 5,396 -
Hazaribagh e e 19,195 3,730 15,465
Palamau ... 2,775 8,429 12,828 11,890 10,053 8,461
Singhbhum 62,660 40,745 67,949 45,842 5,289 5,097,
Angul 4,022 3,912 13,694 15,286 8,772 11,374-
Puri 32,246 25,084 26,550 26,003 5,096 1,009,
Sundarbans we e e | 630,639 | 5,657,120 96,676 | 1,10,430 | 5,33,960 | 4,416,610
Chittagong .. { 1,06,381 98,371 51,753 45,375 64,628 52,996 ces
Total ... [11,38,912 | 9,72,313 | 5,45,205 | 4,%6,319 | €,64,222 | 5,46,247 70,515 60,253
Net surplus ' e | 593,707 | 4,86,994

The Lieutenant-Governor regrets to find that no improvement was made
in the Tista, Buxa, Palamau, Singhbhum, and Angul Divisions, which again
worked at a loss during the year under report. It is explained that in
Singhbhum there would have been a small surplus, but for the expenditure
of Rs. 12,113 on surveys, and that the deficit in Tista was due to the
inability to dispose of the slecpers prepared there, in consequence of the
breaks in the Tista Valley road. In the Buxa Division operations, it is
said, are retarded owing to the climate, which prevents the Department from
securing reliable workmen, bat the Conservator thinks that there will be a
profit in the coming year. Improvement in Angul is also promised though
for what reasonis not stated. In reviewing the report of the previous year,
the Government of India expressed the opinion that no forest division in
Bengal, except the Direction Division, should show a deficit, and they agreed
with the Lieutenant-Governor in considering that more energy was required
on the part of Divisional Forest Officers in seeking and developing markets
for the many products of the Bengal forests.

The Conservator reports that a certain zeal in the direction of opening out
new markets has now been arous:d among the officers of the Department, but
that none have shown any special aptitude for cominercial undertakings. His
Honour desires that the Conservator will impress upon all officers that unless
they eagerly seek every chance of exploiting the forest produce and bringing
the products to the knowledge of purchasers, instead of waiting for purchasers
to approach them, they have failed in one of the essential duties of a forest
officer.

The answers given by the Conservator with reference to the questions
asked concerning tbe supply of sleepers to the Cooch Bihar, Barun-Daltonganj
and Bengal-Duars Railways do not show that it was imnpossible for the
Department to furnish the necessary timber.

The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to notice the successful and profitable
introduction of Departmental operations in the matter of the collection and
disposal of certain minor products, viz., India-rubber in the Kurseong Division,
myrabolams in the Singhbhum Division, and the fruitof the sfrycknos nuz vomica
in the Puri Division; and he is obliged to Mr. Wild for the trouble he has taken
in the improvementof this branch of the administration. That the departmental

Y
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cultivation of lac in the Palamau forests hus, owing to want of zeal, been so far
a failure, is most regretcable, and the Lieutenant-Governor trusts that the Conser-
vator will see that this want of energy on the part of local officers is promptly
remedied: there would appear to be no reason why this cultivation should not
be as successful as others, and it ig trusted that next year’s report will show better
results. It issatisfactory also to note that the right to cut sabai grass in the
Singhbhum reserves, which had been leased for three years in 1897 at a total
rent of Rs. 30,000, was resettled in April 1900, for a further term of three
years for a sum of Rs. 1,26,000.

The state of the mica industry in Hazaribagh continues to be dis-
appointing, and the Conservator thinlsc,s that it is impossible to exercise much
departmental check of the data on which the royalty on mica is calculated
without a large increase of establishment, A revision of the.mica mining rules
is now under the consideration of Government.

13. Miscellaneous.—Since the close of the year three new appointments
have been sanctioned by Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, viz., one Deputy
Conservator, first grade, another of the third grade, and one Assistant
Conservator, second grade.

Considerable damage was done to the forests around Darjeeling by the
unusully heavy storm and rainfall of the 24th and 25th September 1899, There
was a formidable landslip on the Setikhola Jhora, and the torrents in the Tista
river and its tributaries, the Rangit and the Bara Rangit, brought down large
deposits of silt and washed away low-lying strips of forest on their immediate
banks, and a bed of silt was formed in the Apalchand forest in Jalpaiguri.
It is estimated that 463 acres of forest in the Darjeeling Division, and some 450
out of 600 acres in the bed of the Balasun river have been lost. The damage
to roads and paths was extensive in the three hill Divisions of Darjeeling,
Kurseong, and Tista.

The present report is full and in view of the remarks passed last year by
the Government of India, it should if possible have been curtailed. This
subject, however, is now under consideration, and the Lieutenant-Governor
is awaiting the opinion of the Conservator on the suggestion made by the
Government of India in their Circular No. 7F., dated the 18th September 1900,
for the shortening of the Report.

14. In tharking Mr, Wild for his administration generally and for the
large increase he and his officers have obtained in the departmental surplus, the
Lieutenant-Governor desires that two points may be very closely kept in view
during the ensuing year: the vital importance of pushing on the preparation of
working-plans and the keen exploitation of forest products.

By order of the Lieutenaunt-Governor of Bengal,

F A.SLACKE,
Secrelary lo the Government of Bengal,

No. 178For.

Copy forwarded to the Conservator of Forests, Bengal, for information
and guidance.

Nos. 179-184F0r.

Chittagong
ica s
Copr forwarded to the Commissioner of the i;:::;:;{— Division for in-
o N
formation. o
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bungal,
L. E. B. COBDEN-RAMSAY,
Offg. Under-Secy. to the Govl. of Bengal.
CaLcoTTaA,

% 9th Jamuary 1901,

T. A =Reg. No 5076C~ 603—10-1.1901,



No. 680-F., dated Simla, the 18th June 1901.

From—]. B. FULLER, Esq., I.C.S,,C.LLE., Offg. Secretary to the Government of
India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture,

To==The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Revenue Department,

I AM directed to acknowledge receipt of the Forest Administration
Report of the Lower Provincesof Bengal for the year 1899-1g00, together
with a copy of the Lieutenant-Governor’s Resolution thereon.

2. The working of the year was marked by a satisfactory increase in the net
revenue. It is observed, however, that certain divisions were still worked at a
loss, and the Government of India trust that the remarks made in paragraph 12
of the Resolution will lead to greater attention on the part of Forest officers
to the commercial side of their duties. The Governor General in Council is in
cordial agreement with His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor as to the need of
actively exploiting the forests up to the limit of their possible annual yield and,
in particular, of securing if possible a regular demand for railway sleepers, and
I am to express a hope that care will be taken to avoid the loss of sleeper con-
tracts by the demand by the Forest Department of too high a price for its
timber. The Government of India, in Circular No. 8-F., dated the 21st May
1895, have already conceded to Railway interests a share in the increased value
of timber which results from the construction of a railway ; and, generally, it may
be accepted that where a contract renders it possible to sell produce which is
otherwise unsaleable, the Department shculd be satisfied if it obtains a good
profit on the outlay incurred in extraction and supply.

3. The Government of India are gratified to observe that the preparation
ot working-plans continues to receive special attention, and they consider that
there should be no difficulty now in the prosecution of this important branch of
Forest Administration, if proper advantage is taken of the recent additions to the
Imperial Forest Service in Bengal, and if charges of minor control which do not
require a large aniount of technical knowledge are entrusted to members of the
Provincial Service holding other than transferred appointments., With reference
to existing working-plans, the unpunctuality which is stated to generally occur
in the receipt of the control returns by the Conservator is not creditable to the
officers responsible for their submission, and it is understood that the control forms
of the Darjeeling and Tista valley working-circles for the year 18g8-9g have not
even yet reached the Inspector-General of Forests, although their submission by
the Conservator to that officer was due on the 1st November 1899. The object
of these returns is in a great measure lost if they are not punctually submitted,
and I am to ask that punctual submission may be insisted upen.

4. Good progress was made in the erection of rest-houses and quarters for
the establishment, and in the construction of roads to facilitate the export of
produce from the forests. It is to be regretted that the wire rope-way in the
Tista Division should have failed through faulty construction and that it should
have been necessary to spend money in re-erecting it.

5. There was a considerable increase both in the number of forest fires
and in the area burnt, chiefly in the Singhbhum Division, but the results of fire-
protective measures were on the whole decidedly more satisfactory than in
recent dry years. Of the area attempted, g1 per cent. was protected at a cost
of 2'1 pies per acre. Of the 156 cases of fire in which offences had teen
committed, 105 remained uridetected ; but it is satisfactory to note that con-
victions were obtained in 40 (or 89 per cent.) out of the- 45 cases decided by the
Courts during the year, and that the punishments were generally adequate. Itis
hoped that the closure to grazing of areas burnt in the Singhbhum forests will
have the desired effect of impressing on the people the need of co-operating with
Government in Forest protection,

6. The gross outturn of the forests shows a large increase under all the
main heads as compared with that of the previous year; in the case of timber and
fuel the increase amounts to nearly 3% millions cubic feet, and to this the
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Sundarbans division as usual was the chief contributor. The financial results of
the year show a surplus of Rs. 6,05,711, or 52°2 per cent. of the gross receipts,

7. The Government of India observe with pleasure that the Conservator and
his staff earned the Lieutenant-Governor’s commendation.

No. 681-F,

Copy forwarded to the Inspector General of Forests, for information, with
reference to paragraph 3.

By order,
R. E. V., ARBUTHNOT,

Under-Secretary to the Government of India.

G. C. Pross, Simla.=—No. 447 R. & A. D.-13-7-1g01.—430
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