On the March with JMenelik's Army.

By Carrain Baven P, Coprorn.

Captain Cobbeld and Major the Hon: A Hanbury-Tracy were detailed for special duty with

the ﬁih}tsimian army in its Dpﬂ'auuns against the Mad Mullah, Captain Caobbold saw many

interesting and curious things in Menelik's country, and illustrates his narrative with &
geries of photographs taken during the progress of the expedition,

NUMBER of recent wrilers on of hving entails, There are no mills in the
Abysstma  have alleged that the conntry, and consequently all corn has 1o be
teaede: i slaves is stll carried o in Lthoriously pounded in a mortar.  The barley,
that country and: that many slaves too, has to be parched and the chillies—al which
are exported to Arabia through Abvssinlans  consume astownding  quantifies
cealers on the western shore ol the Red Sea. hive to be ground.. Inoall these services slaves
This 1 believe 10 be quite untrue.  Menchk has are employed.  They are, however, well cared
issned a very -,-j'l_Til!l'.H_'HL ordier agamnst thie traffi Poe, s nfree ot are freated as cembers of
i slaves, and anyone caught selling them s the family. .
dealt with severely. Noris it casy to see how The amonnt of work to b done in the
slave-dealers could mantain o footing on the houschold of an Abyssiman of  position is
western shores of the Eed Sea, either inothe enormous, as he 15 supposed to feed all his

British, French, or Ttalian terr
tory which intervenes between
Apyssinia and the coast, wiale
the passage through Ahys
sini of armed bands of slave-
rasders: making for the Western
provinces or the Soudan could
not be kept secret, and, being
known, would not be tolerated
by Menclik,  Prisoners of war
mplurm:l i the Western negro
provinees are used as slives ||}'
the Abyssinians for domestic
service, thoueh some have been
turned into soldicrs, a profession
they readily adopt, receving the
same rate of pay as the rest ul
the troops.

IIEIE'II.".":.II‘_:' ‘.ihl\'ﬂ_f:‘j I‘I.'l'l.'l‘.‘ |:I'|.!li."'|! [-l ] | r'I'I.I:LI.
to battalions and trained s
saldiers by Comie de la Gm
lr::ug:;n_‘, a French officer, whose
portrait I reproduce  herewith.
This officer came to Abvssima
some five years ago; and has
done very good work amongst
the Abyssiman troops.

Al Abyssinians, except the
very poorest, employ slaves
their household to perform the

& = COarTt DE §& GG EE, T FEERCH BEFICER WEAY s TRATNED ?.Ir"'\-.f.'lh -
arduous work which their mode S | BATTA LIRS OF FOLDIEE. SLAYES f ety
Wial. in—ai,
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retamers at least once a weeke Abyssinan [raring my sojourn with the Abyssinian army
servants do  not work  well, and  they re- [ had a very good fortnight’s hunting, which
quare: high  payment  for their services. As resulted, as the jomt effort of my companion
there i5 wvery little cash in the country, their and mysell, in a bag of twenty-one lions, twelve
employment v a general way s for  the leopards, twenty or thirty kinds of antelopes
present (juite out of the queston. and gazelles, and a rhinoceros.  There were also
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prisonets of wat, an JAhys- -

siman e only  procore
o MRS -|1 | J\l.!-qﬁ
writlen p TITHSSTON | his
it st be shown to

the Crovernor of the pro-

vin m which the appll
cant lives, He will then
Fesetin )y, 1 order Inom. the
Covernor  allowmnz  the

trnsaction to ke |.|.|l'l'.
[Che slawes are oenoradly
hova or girls, the former
fest  ongibeleror Wil COFE

nectaEd wikh i!|I |!-.!"\-|“_C.
i catltle ol the estab-
lishim nE; ||| the E.l'!-_'r
far indoors ey are

bought from ther parents
it N averne '|.|'i.-|- o
tent elollars {Abyssinian),
or about £ 1 a head, The

purchoaser 15 not allowed to
2 11

sell them, buot he may, i
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a few smaller animals, and T may ncidentally
mention that we captured five hon cubs.
of these cubs will be seen 1 the accompany

ing photograph,
which depicts a
carner of our camp
with: Major Tracy in
the {‘:lm]:l-t‘:h:li:-

The Abyssimans
busy time 15 before
breakfast, in the cool
of the day, when he
transacts whatever
business he has to do.
HI'_"' r'l:l.ﬁ_‘l]r' 1_1IH_'!-_; .']I.I'rl."
thing in the after-
noon, which is gener-
ally devoted to sleep
after a heavy meal —
for the Abyssinians
are large eaters.  As
a matter of fact, how-
ever, the Abyssinians
do very little wark of
any ki, ‘The great
majority of them are
pr]eﬂs orF - soldiers,
nol more than one
in five being engaged
m trade.

manner of the

A COKMEN oF

They are wery difficult people 1o
deal with, h-ein[_r, 1':'-:|.I'E'!If|-:'|:|-' |l1'|:|!c.-r}'.
East they are more concerned
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than to tell the truth.
objection to saying °
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ta say what they think will please their hearer
They have also a rooted

Y5

o “no” and will
wiaste weeks and
months ol time In
avaording a direct
engazement. It s
:||w.'|3.':-i “We will see
about " or “We
frivst kalk it over™ of
“ {ome again and we
will decide,” and 3o
o, If yoii 5.:_i1.r HTj
Abyssinian a present
or oblize him m any
way he never troa bl s
himsell to repay the
obligation il an op
portunity sl ld
H':' resurts Lo
his favourite

g5, “lzeadar
fsfalare,” whieh
means, '* May (od
rewirel you lor me,”
He thus cheaply
avoids  personal e
.=i|u|n.-:i|n||:'!:.'.
Their - method

(L,
one il

savinegs,

Ur

reckoning the time of day is pecoliar to ouwr
the
gsense it has a zood deal to recommend L

sepne ool ComImon
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|:'--:'ill,.;, wo near the E | UL thieir I.|.|:'.11 atd
mights are nearly always of cqual length, The
sun nses about 6 am, and sets about 6 pom.
Accordingly they count the day as beginping at
spnrise, and not at muidnizht as we do, while the
twelve hours of the night beotn with sunset
.|||I- I -i| LR '.'l\.‘illl}l] |:-|_' L et u:1'|rH'J-i l|.|'.'
i Abwssinia, our noon their six o'clock day,. and
our-6 | their twelve o'clock day.  Simalarly
would be two e'clock night
with them, and g4 a.m. us ten ovlock
mizht with then. I'heir calendar, too, 15 very
remarkabile.  Like ourselves they count back to
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& p.on with us
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AUMBLES ALONG AS HIE
OFTR RTINS ITY o

RFFERS.

FLEAYES,

nearly eight years behind ws in their reckoning,
Thetr vear hegins on our 11th September ; thos,
the 1ith Sceptember, vgor, with us was with
them the ast of Maskaram, 1394,

Diuring its eperations against the Mad Mullah
the Abvssinian army devastated nearly the whole
of the coumry it traversed, s depredations
being by no means confined to raids upon its
COERT S | 'Thex photograpl !I'I'IZIFHL'IH.:‘I._'!.‘] abwove
shows the army on the march, and gives a
capital wdea  of  the ‘stragzling nature of
Abyssinan |||i1i'!;|1':|.' formations and the extra-
ordinary  manner o which the cavalry and
III|.||]|I'_'. e [Ili"-.l.ll |.l||- Hﬂ:i]ll[:ﬂg '||:II'J'I;_' 'i.‘l- JI.R:-H.E.'_;,
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e'l.*::r_-,'lmdj- ambles ul-.::tj_; as hi ]u]i_;.'uiq;:—j1 ri:iinl_r, o1
mlking as the it takes him - -but never forgetting
to loot when opportunity offers.  As 1 have indi
cated, the army rivages all the country through
which it marches ; no distinction whatever 15
drawn between the friendly and unfriendly
tribes  encountered. [t therefore  became
AECESSATy, On some occasions, to gather together
all the property which had been looted from
t'ii[ilgE:i- J'ri;-.ml!l}r Lia f'l.[::n:_-lik__ in order that it
might be restored as far as possible to the right-
ful ewners, and thus in some measure militale
against disaffection among the populace.  The
preceding  photo.  represents one  of  these
“diﬂgm‘giﬂgﬁ" in progress. {lrnupl:il round the
central figures are a large number of Somalis,
who have eome to put in claims for lost pro-
perty.  ‘These applicants are all seated, the
standing figures beyond  being  Abyssinian
soldiers, who are sullenly watching the gradual
demolition of their cherished piles of plunder.

A similar scene is depicted in the following

AR FACH CANIKNT 15 WELD UF IT 16 ROUGHLY BEECEITED BY A CHIGE. THERE MAY BE TWESTY 91
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snap-shot, which shows a huge pile of clothing,
looted from the Oeaden tribe; bemg  restored
garment by garment to its rightful owners.  The
Abyssiman  commander-in-chief—under whose
supenintendence the business 15 being carried
out—sits in the structure of branches on the
rght, which has been hastily built to protect
him from the intense heat,  As each garment
15 held up it 1s roughly described by a crier,
the TJED{.‘r]l: 1 the crowd :-ii_'_;nil'].'in:'_r, -:,urnq;rﬁ!l:ip L'u_'-.'
holding up their hands. As, however, there
may be some twenty strenvous claimants for
one damaged shirt, it s seldom that the looted
property reaches ats nghtful owner  withoul
much  vigorous and  high-voiced  discussion,

Fiod GofE  DABMAGED SHERET
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The final decision 1% always pronouneed by

the chief present, whose mandite, however un
satisfactory to the claimants, is final

That the Abyssinians did their looting vy an
effective and thoroush fashion will be seen from
the two photos. reproduced on the lollowine
pages. The first shows two vast hewds ol
camels, all caprured from the Mad Mullah
These camels, by the way, can travel for abionot

three weeks without water, while the hardy little
=omali |ll.=-IIi.r."- g I':|i_=~|.|!|: Gl journeyimng  bo
seven dayvs withouot drinkmg,

The other photograph shows a flock of sheep
and weats taken o various small  skirmishes
with the epemy’s outposts.
department. of  the Abyssiman

The commassril
army  bemng
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practically nen-existent, these captures were
very welcome,

It is the ambition of cvery Abyssinian who
is not a priest to possess a nfle, and this amb
tion the enterprise of Furopean ‘||J.|_|_:.'_|'-~ --||..l.!-|-_:i
him to gratify on faily easy terms.  These riflés
thev let-off m the most promiscuous fashion on
l:hn:. -.a'|1;.1h[l::~L Fa-n.":-.":'.'.. aind as they ate e
of blank cartridees the fews o goe anid other
demonstrative wses to which they put ther fire-
arms are not unattended with  danger. |
remember on one oceasion that o soldier ‘was
knocked down and stunned by a discharge,
whersupon a comrade rushed up to him _=||“!
fired ofi his piece close to his hoad. Thas, 1
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was nformed, was quite customary, and was
merely done in order to ascertain whether the
man was dead or alive !

When a man in Menelik's country dies s
mends and wneighbours are informed of the
lancholy fact by word of mouth or, if hiving
firing of guns.  The
house of the

i
near 4l hand, by e

neighbours then repar 1o the
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In former days, before rifles came into general
use, the killing of dangerous ammals was held
in high esteem; nowadays, of course, these feats
are thought less ol

A lon counts as thirty men. The bhunter
hands the skin over to the Ras, or Governor of
his province.  The skin is then cared and made
i‘|'||-|l Fwi IIHHt-L"'-.. LELRR | i ||[ ".'I-'I!Iil'l"l I"-\- ‘;'.'_:IF'u'ﬂ'J'I [ lh{'

deceased, takimgz with them food for its inmates,

who are supposed to be so stricken with grief
that they are unable to attend to any household
matters.  The funerl takes place, 1l possible, on
the day of Well-to-do people are
bared m a wooden coffin with the beacd tarned
in the direction of Jerusalem | the poor -are
merely wrapped i o sheet.  After the funeral
those who have attended return O the house
te eat. Upon the seventh and again on the
i

||l (B 3o | et

faortpeth ||.|'_+ ollowing the burkd the priu_"—ilﬁ of

the parish are feasted by the dead man's famly
Lo encourige them to pray for lis soul.  The
pernod of mourning s forty days, during which
time the men wear dingy burnouses and the
womien simply dorkby clothes as o mark of respect ;
the men also generally shave their heads:

The Abyssinians are still a barbarous people
in spite of therr Chnstianity. They are ex
tremely 1gnorant, and Menehk does  not
encourage cducation.  Teo have killed a person
15 reckoned by them a mark of manhood with-
out which a man remains of but small account

I WAST NRREDS UGF CARELS CAPTUMILE FUHCRAE T RE Mk MULLARE
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hunter and the other retamed by the Ras
These cloaks, which fasten down the front, are
adorned with gold or silver Hligree-work along
the edees and round the neck and are very 1m-
posing. A rhinoccros counts as twenty mem.
The distinctive badge for this is a silver hand to
oo round the ankle adormed with silver tassels.
This 15 presented by  Government, bt ot
usually worn by the recipient.  Another instance
of their primitive notions is their custom when
elfering you food or drink first to taste It in your
presence in order to prove that it has not been
poisoned.

The foremost wish of the Abyssiman youth is
to possess a rifle, for which he will diligently
save any money he can earn ; once armed with
a rifle he considers himself as good as his
fellows, and 2 good deal better than the
unarmed Somalis and Gallas among the popula-
tion, over whom he is thereby enabled to
terrorize to his savage heart’s content,  OF late
vears, however, the position of the (allas lias
considerably improved, as many of them have



ON THE MARCH
become Chrstianized, and not a few have
enlisted in the army. They make good troops
—in fact, some of the best—and with the
official recognition of their fighting qualities the
comstant raiding and plundering of ther villages
hitve: become things of the pas.

It 15 easy to become a soldier m Abyssima.
A man goes to one of the chiels and says he
wishes  to _i-li:l thyis aEmy § he then attaches
himself to that chief, whom he follows ahout
wherever he goes, and in due course becomes
his paid retainer. At this stage of his enlist-
ment the chigf will vsually supply him with a
pifle and a mule, but there are no terms of
enlistment, no standard of physigue, no drill,
and no discipline. Tt s all very happy-go-
lngky, and if the young recruit should tire of s
new profession he has only to leave the chief’s
service—hrst, however, returninzg to him the
rifle and mule—and resume s former occapa-
tion. * The pay of the Abysszinian private is only
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e flollars { Abwssimiany—about ten shillin

L |
month, thourh o ogreal many oot po [ry
at =l T b=, howes o enbile Lid AT
himselt  upon  the {3alla ar ol s

]ull|l|=--. from whom he is wont to dix

and abtain whatever he wants When e
ofl on actives serviee e receives, o addition o

month's- raton of grmn — about 12olbh.—and o

donkey to carry it.  He gets nothing ¢lse, and i
the campmien should last bevond the month
he muost for the rest of the time fend fom
himnsell.

:l:";..il'::_'h Meneltk overwhelmed the Itaban lorces
at  the Battle of Adowa with a swarm of men
who must have nombered rooooo. Such an
Army can é:lh'.-.:.'-'- be collected Ly lima by levies,
but owing to the lack of aderuate commissariat
i 15 quite impossible for any large body o
Abyssinian troops 1o mamtain iscell in the hield
for more than a month, even with indiscriminate
looting and foraging,

ENT WAR PHACTICALLY MONEXIRTIVNT,
VERY WEECOMIL,
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