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Catalogue of Terracottas kept at State Museum, Lucknow: Part- 

II: Terracottas dateable from Gupta to Modern Period 

 

Vijay Kumar 

Chief Editor 

Indian Journal of Archaeology 

 

Introduction: The ancient sites yield terracotta objects in abundance. These terracotta objects can be 

dated from proto-historic period to the medieval times. The function of these objects varied from 

simple personal decoration to use in religious rituals. The religious terracotta images present a great 

variation in style and type depending on the popular cults of deities prevailing during different 

periods. Our focus in this part will be on understanding the place of votive terracotta images in 

rituals related to the cults of different folk deities and gods & goddesses belonging to great tradition 

with the help of ethno-archeological study of rituals performed during puja of Deeh Baba, the 

guardian deity of the village Asaunji p.s. Sikriganj district Gorakhpur U.P. It appears that some images 

made during ancient period were part of offerings to the God. Some of these could be placed inside 

the house and were disposed of before the puja of next year. The images of Vasudhara & Mansa made 

during Mauryan period; images of Gajalakshmi, proto-Durga (Panchachuda) and flower goddess made 

during Shunga period; images of Kuber, Hariti, Naigamesha, Naigameshi, Naag, Naagi, Shiva and Parvati 

made during Kushan period and images of Naigamesha and Naigameshi made during Gupta period 

appeared to be made for the purpose of votive offerings. Now we will examine the traditions of t.c. 

images offered in this manner prevailing in different parts of India in present times. After the general 

survey of traditions of regional votive terracotta offerings, we will take up the study of the ritual 

ending in offering of t.c. images popular in eastern U.P. 

Terracotta elephants, horses & other items offered to guardian deity of village, Sheetala & 

Mansa: Village deities in West-Bengal are often offered elephant, horses, Mansa Bari, Mansa ghats 

made of terracotta. The horses and elephants are supposed to be used by the deity as transport. 

Mansa Bari and Mansa Ghat represent icon of the serpent goddess. People believe that, after receiving 

these two types of offerings the goddess saves the devotees from snake bites. The shrines of different 

village deities are located separately but sometimes these are located at one place for example, in the 

village Bishunpur district Bankura West Bengal, the shrines of village god Sheetala & Mansa are located 

under one tree (Fig. 01-03)1. A large collection of these t.c. offerings can be seen on the three shrines. 
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Catalogue of Terracottas kept at State Museum, Lucknow: Part- II: Terracottas dateable 

from Gupta to Modern Period: The first part of this catalogue which covers the antiquities from 

Pre-Mauryan to Kushan period has been published in 19th issue of Indian Journal of Archaeology. The 

remaining artefacts kept in the museum are the subject matter of this mega issue. Following is the 

catalogue of the terracottas dateable from Gupta to Modern Period, presently kept at State Museum 

Lucknow U.P.  

Early Gupta Period: 

 

Fig. No. 93: T.C. Female deity 

Accession No.  - 54.124 

Size    -  5x4x2 cm 

Material   - Terracotta 

Condition   -  Damaged 

Provenance  - Bhita district Allahabad U.P. 

Period  -  Early Gupta  

Description  - It is a broken t.c. female deity in sitting posture holding an unidentified 

object in her two hands8. 
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Fig. No. 1680: T.C. Rhinoceros  
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Fig. No. 1681: T.C. Rhinoceros 

Accession No. - 42.160 

Size   -  10x6x4 cm 

Material   - Terracotta 

Condition  -  Damaged 

Period  - Medieval  

Description  - It is a broken t.c. rhinoceros. 
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Fig. No. 1808: T.C. Rhinoceros 

Accession No.  - 47.54 

Size    -  8x4x4 cm 

Material   - Terracotta 

Condition   -  Damaged 

Provenance  - Bhita district Allahabad U.P. 

Period  -  Medieval  

Description  - It is a broken t.c figure of rhinoceros724.  
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Fig. No. 2599: T.C. piece 

Accession No.  - 40.200 

Size    -  5.5x4x2 cm 

Material   - Terracotta 

Description  - It is an oval shaped broken t.c. piece showing rhinoceros (?). 
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913. Ibid. p. 190. 

914. Ibid. p. 190. 

915. Ibid. p. 190. 

916. Ibid. p. 190. 

917. Ibid. p. 189. 

918. Ibid. p. 209. 

919. Annual Report on the Working of the Provincial Museum, Lucknow Uttar Pradesh, for the Year Ending March 

31, 1948. Allahabad: Superintendent, Printing and Stationary, U.P. India, 1950. p. 10. 

920. Consolidated Report on the Working of the State Museum, Lucknow Uttar Pradesh, for the period from April 1, 
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925. Consolidated Report on the Working of the State Museum, Lucknow Uttar Pradesh, for the period from April 1, 
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926. Ibid. p. 205. 

927. Ibid. p. 185. 

928. Ibid. p. 183. 

929. Ibid. p. 225. 

930. Ibid. p. 225. 

931. Ibid. p. 225. 

932. Ibid. p. 210. 

933. Ibid. p. 225. 

934. Ibid. p. 211. 

935. Annual Report on the Working of the Provincial Museum, Lucknow Uttar Pradesh, for the Year Ending March 

31, 1948. Allahabad: Superintendent, Printing and Stationary, U.P. India, 1950. p. 19. 

936. Consolidated Report on the Working of the State Museum, Lucknow Uttar Pradesh, for the period from April 1, 
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937. Ibid. p. 196. 

938. Ibid. p. 225. 

939. Ibid. p. 225. 

940. Ibid. p. 189. 
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