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" Social and Personal.

Week by Week.

His Excellency the ‘Governor visited the
Bibpur B ical Gardens on T!

Sir Herbert Holmwood was entertained
by the members of the Calcutta Club at a
dinner on Weduesday night.

The Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab
with Lady and Miss O'Dwyer returned to
Lahore on Sunday from his farewell visit
to the Viceroy at i

1t is understood that the Government of
India have requestod the Hon. Mr. G. H. B.
Kenrick, K. O. to retain office as Advocate-
General until his d;put.uro from India,
which takes place on Thursday.

The Licutenant-Governor of the Puo-
jab left Lahore on Wednesday evening on
a farewell visit to His Excellency the
Viceroy. Sir Michael O’'Dwyer returns to
Lahore on Sunday evening.

Mr. T. G. Evers, the well-known Calcutta
race horse owner and G.R., has joined the
army and has been given a commission in
the Essex Yeomanry, Mi. Evers went Home
recently on short leav:

Their Highnesses the Maharajas  of
Patiala and Alwar left Viceregal Lodge on
Saturday. His Honour the Lieutenant-
Governor of the Punjab and party also left
Viceregal Lodge at might for Lahore.

Mr. D. Bray, lately Assistant Agent to
the Governor-General in Baluchistan, will
succeed Mr. Maffey as Deputy Secretary in
the Foreign Department. He will join his
appointment on return from Jeave in Eng.
land about the middle of the current month

The Secretary of State has appointed
the Hon. Mr, W, D. Sheppard, C.LE,, at
present a Member of the Executive Coun-
cil of Bombay, to be a member of the
Council of India vice Sir Steyning Edger-
ley.

Mr. J. G Drummond, 1.C.8.,, has been
appointed Custodian of enemy property
under Act XIV of 1915 for the purpose of
recoiving, holding and dealing with such
moneys as may be to him in pursnance
of this Act. His office is at Writers’ Build-
ings.

When Mr. J. Mackenna, 1.C.8., takes
up his post as Agricultural Adviser to the
Government of India he will ba relieved
of his post of Deputly Commissioner at
Myaungmya by Mr. G. E. R. Grant
Brown who is expected to return from
leave shortly.

It is now settled that the Government
of India offices will remain open in Delhi
until the 6th April re-opening in Simla on
the 10th idem, This will enable Govern-
ment of India officials to bo present when
Lord Chelmsford visits Delhi on his ar-
rival in India as Viceroy.

It s understood that Sir William Vin-
cent and Major-General Bingley are pro-
ceeding to Busra shortly on special duty
10 oxamine and report on the difficultics
experienced in the transport and treat-
ment of the wounded over the long line of
communications from our front in es0-
potamia to the sea,

Lieutenant (now C.Bpuin) H. J. Man-
ockjie Cursctjoe, I.M.8 , who was serious-
1y wounded on 28th June last whicl
ing with the 14th Sikhs at Gallipoli
now completely recovered and will join
duty shortly, He is at present enjoying a
holiday at Eastbourne.

Princo Victor Narain of Cooch Behar is
engaged to be married to Miss Nirupama
Gupta, youngest daughter of Mr. M. L.
Gupta, Bar-at-Law, The cldest daughter
of Mr. Gupta is married to a son of Sir
K. G. Gupta while another is married to
Mr. J. N. Roy, Barrister-at-Law.

His Majesty the King-Em,
proved the appointment of Hon. Mr.
Justice B. B. Nowbould, 1.C.S., at present
officiating as Judge of the Calcutta High
Court, to be a ont Judge of that
Court in succession to the Hon.  Justice
Sir Herbert Holmwood, Kt., on the latter’s
retirement on the 15th May, 1916.

Intelligence has been received by Mr. E.
Montisole of Bangalore of the death in
action in France on Monday of his nephew,
Licutenant Eric Mountisole. He had been
at the front since the beginning of the war
and was previously wounded. This is the
second nephew of Mr, Montisole, who is
killed in France. He has two others still
living, one of whom is in the R. A. M. O.

Mr. II. C. Gadsden (Imperial  Police),
Private  Secretary  to  the  Lieute-
nant-Governor of Burma, reveris to
his  former as Principal  of
the i raining School, Man-

by Captain F. o Roberts, Ttk
Duke of Connaught’s Uwn Rajputs, Offi-
ciating Personal Assistant to Col, French
Mullen, Deputy lsspector-Gemeral, Mili-
tary Police.

The news of the appointment of the
Hon. Mr. W. D. Sheppard, Member of the
Executive Council to the Governor of Bom-
bay, to the India Council at Home, has
been received in Bombay with satisfaction.
Mr. Sheppard has had varied expericnco
m all departments of the Indian  Civil
Service. Joining the service in 1886, he
served in scveral districts of the Bouthern
Division until he came to Bombay as Muni-
cipal C and that appoi
for nine years. He was Commissioner,
Bouthern Division, when he succeeded Sir
Richard Lamb as Member of the Execu-
tive Council on 10th April, 1915.. Mr. and
llvruh Sheppard have been very  popular
with all classes in Bombay and their de-

ror has ap-

Perture will be greatly regretted.

t| dia, the Post points ont, and it wags

Mr. Muddiman is confirmed as Secrc-
tary in the Legislative Department, Gov-
ernment of India,

The Pioncer says it is understood act-
ing arrangements will be made when Dr.
Kenrick vacates the office of Advocate-
General of Bengal.

His Highness the Maharaja of Cooch
Behar has presented an ice-machine to
Government for the use of the wounded in
Mesopotamuia.

His Highness the Nawub of Maler Kotla
has offered an annual contribution of Rs.
1,200 for the Lady Hardinge Medical Col-
lego and the Hospital. His Exccllency the
Viceroy has accepted the generous offer.

The Postmaster-General in a Press com-
munique states that owing to_interruption
of land lines between Karachi and
Jask telegrams for Basra and Mesopota-
mia are subject to considerable delay.

The total aproximate gross earniugs of
State and Guaranteed raiways from Ist
April 1915 to 19th Febrnary 1916 are more
by Rs. 2,63,34,287 than the figures for the
corresponding period of 1914-15.

At the Bareilly durbar
Governor announced that the Government
of India had withdrawn the few remaring
restrictions on the Nawab of Rampur and
had granted His Highness the exercise of
full powers of administration.

the Licutenant-

It is intereating to note from the Revised
Provincial Financial Statement presented
on Monday that Professor Geddes’ town
planning exhibition held in Calcutta cost
tho Bengal Government £726. It is to bo
hoped the money was well spent.

At Monday's meeting of tho Bengal
Legislative Council, the Hon. Mr. De laid
a statement on the table showing that
aver seventy-three and a half lakhs had
been spent on Sanitation in Bengal since

1911 being made up by  non-recurring
grants amounting to Rs. 40,55000 an
recurring grants of Rs, 33,00,000.

H. H. the Maharaja Scindia has very

generously offered to the Government of
India three aeroplanes for use in military
operations in Mcsopotamia. These acro-
planes are in replacement of three of those
previously presented by His Highness
which bad been wrecked or lost in Meso-
potamin, The offer been gratefully accept-
ed by H. E. the Viceroy.

Their Highnesses the Maharaja and Maha-
rani of Cooch Behar, accompanied by,
among others, Princess “Pritiy,” Price

Victor and Princo “Higty” had a
most  enccessful  shoot  recently,  the
bag being four leupards, one tiger, two

rhinoceros (one measuring eightecn cubits
at the shoulder). The Maharani shot the
tiger and one of the Jeopards.

Mr. W. Kuchler, C.I.LE., late Dircctor of
Public Instruction, Bengal, is at present
engaged in official duties in connection with
the War Office, Dr. Denison Ross, also
late of the Education Department and who
subsequently took up an appointment in
the British Muscumn, has also been trans-
ferred to the War Office where he is en-
gaged in connection with the work relating
to Indian troops.

The plague mortality in India during
the weok ended February 26th stood at
7,605 against 9,211 cases. Bombay Presi-
dency and Sind had 1,639 deaths, Madras
Presidency 260, Bengal 1, Bibar and
Orissn #66, United Provinces 1,539, Pun-
jab 106, Burma 360, Central Provinces
696, Mysore State 111, Hyderabad State
1,800, Central India 23, and Kashmir 5.

The New York Wortd recently contained
the following item: ““There is again a re-
port that Lord Curzon of ~ Kedleston s
shortly to marry an Amcrican--Mrs, Alfre-
do uggan, whoso husband died recent-
ly. Mrs. Duggan is extremely handsome
aud has a large fortune. Her late husband
who drew his income from the Argentine,
wch in society, where  his
wife has been an admired figure. She is
a Tennesseean and a  Catholic Lord
Curzon has been mentioned before as heing
likely to end his widowhood, hut his fr ds
declare that none of the other affairs look-
ed so sorious as this ono.”

was not seen

Practice has been begun at the new mini-
ature rangoe imside the Plassey Gate (it
Fort William, constructed for the Calcutta
Miniature Rifle Association by Mr. Percy
Brown., Conditions under which firing
is carricd out are very comfortable
and the light is  excellent Mem-
bers who have been  firing in  the
old building, will find the  present
canditions in this new open air range very
satisfactory. Circumstances are more equal
to service conditions, It is hoped that mem
bers will take advantage of this arrange-
ment and turn up to usc this range in large
pumbers. Special facilities will be afforded
to them. There are eight targets always

Tho Berlin Post is greatly interested in
India, in which country it considers Great
Britain has “‘betrayed the white  race.”
‘That great organ of Kultu: has made the
discovery that all the members of the In-
dian National Congress are in the pay  of
the Government of Indin!  And get those
members demand sell-government for Ine
its
head over the torrible state of affairs that
must be prevalont 1 India when even the
hirelings of the Government fail the Bri-
tish. It is to bo hoped the Post will con-
tinue to deal with Tudia. It is emiuently

ualified to amuse s and our Indian fel-
low-subjecls.

General N;ws.

IMPERIAL COUNCIL.

DEBATE ON THE NEW
TAXATION

NECESSITY FOR SURPLUS

PRINCIPLE UNANIMOUSLY
SUPPORTED

(Frem Our Own Correspondent.)
Delhi, Mar. 7.

The Imperial TLegislative
this morning at 11 o’clock, Sir William
Clark presiding in tho absence of  the
Vi The weather being hot and the
programme of husiness not being
cularly attractive to the public, there were
very few persons present in the public gal-
leries, After Mr, Oldham had taken the
oath, cight main questions with a number
of subsidinry queries
plied to.

Sir Sankaran Nair, in reply to a ques-
tion if the Government would place on the
table the report of the Simla  lmprove
ment Committee which sat under Mr. Lu-
dovic Porter, said that it was still under
consideration and could not be published at
present.

The Commander-in-Chief introduced a
Bill to previde for the trial by Court Mac-
tial of foreigners for offences against the

Council met

parti-

were put and re-

Detenco of India Rules. Tho rules <
business were supended  and the  Bill
was duly assed, Tue Bill extends

to the whole of British India and will be in
force during the war and for six months
thereafter and, in introducing the Bill,
Sir Beauchamp Duff pointed out how neces-
sury it was to deal epecdily with cases of
espionage.

THE DEBATE IN DETAIL

(From Out Own Reporters.)
Delbi, Mar, 7.

Sir William Meyer presented the Select
Committee's report on the Tariff Bill which
was ns follows: —We the undersigned mem-
bers of the Seleet Committee to which the
Bill to amend tho Indian Tariff Act 1804
and for other purposes was referred have
considered the Bill snd have now the honour
to submit this our report with the Bill as
amended by us annexed thereto.

2. The Hon. Sir Ibrahim  Rahimtoola
proposed that the duty payable under item
51 (cotton piecegoods) in part 2 of the new
schedule 2 (import tariff) inserted by the
Bill should bo raised friom 3} per cent. to
6 per cont. The Hon. the Finance Member
expressed his inability to accept this pro-
posal on_the ground that he was precluded
from doing so. After discussion the major-
ity of the Committce expressed themselves
as ngainst any change and the existing pro-
vision was retained in the Bill

3. With reference to item 63 of part 3
of the same schedule the Hon. Mr. Stewart
proposed that railway naterial which had
been ordered prior to the date this legisla-
tion will como into force should be free.
After discussion this proposal was not ad-
opted.

4. In considering schedule 3 in o far as
it relates to jute we had the advantage of
consulting Mr. Birkmyre, who attended the
Seleet Committee as an expert witnoss. He
explained in answer to questions by mem-
bers of the Committee that the discrimina-
tion made in item [ relating to raw jute
as regards rejections was likely to be a
source of dificulty and after considering
the point we decided that this classification
should be omitted from tho Bill and that
“rejections” should be included in sub-
head 3 “all other descriptions” and pay
duty at the rate for that class. We have ac-
cordingly rentmbered the sub-heads of this
item.

5. The Hon, Mr. Stewart laid hefore us
the view that the present state of the tea
industry was not such as to justify the in-
position of the export duty imposed by item
4 of the samo schedule. The Hon. Bir Wil-
liam Meyer®cxpressed his inability to agree
in this view and alter discussior we decid-
ed fo retwin the existing provision in the
Bill.

6. The Bill was pnblished in the Gasette
of India in Engligh of the 4th March 1016

7. We think that the Bill has not been
5o altered as to tequire republication and
we recommend thal 1t bu passed as now am-
ended —(Sd.) W K. Meyer, W. H. Chrk,
Q. R. Lowndes, Ibiaiiim Rahimtoola, Rama
Rayaningar, Sita Nath Ray, J. B. Bruny-
ate, P. R. Gurdon, C. E. Low, F. H.
Stewart and T. W. Birkett.

Tn view of patagraph 2 of the report T
cannot join in the recommendaticn containe
in paragraph 7—Ihrahim Rahimtoola.

Sir William Meyer explained the Select
Committea's report and allading to the re-
presentation of the South India Chamber
f Commerce be explaned in detail the pre-
sent practice of annual tarifl valuation and
said that the Chamber was under misappre-
hension and stated that annual tariff valu.
ation wouald not he abalished  and would
not thus ba replaced by ad rvolorem duties.

Sir G. M Clataavis in supporting the
‘Pariff Bill soid it woull command general

approval, altheagh (he roason why it had
been undertakeu was regrettable, elas!i-

city of Tndian revenuc had always been a
matter of surprise and there was much to be
said for the view that its normal expansiom
in times of peace would be sufficient teo
cover all liabilitics. 'This optimism was fur-
ther justified by the fact that a close scrut-
iny of public expenditure would  reveal
items about the paramount urgency  of
which opinioa might lo divided. In diffi-
cult times like the prescnt large expenditura
on unproductive cumstruction work

was
questionable and the explanation did  not
appeal to the speaker as conclusive He

would not, however, raise  any point in
the debate which might embarass thc Gov-
ernment now and would loyally accept the
assurance that additional taxatien had be-
come esentially necessaty, The revision of
tarifi had all along been demanded by the
[ndians, but the exclusion of imported cot-
ton picce-goods from the tariff was viewed
with keen disappointment. It was some com-
fort, however, to know that the Government
of India tried to do justice, and it was
likewise a hopeful sign that on the conclu-
sion of peaco the whole question of cotton
duty and countervailing excise duty would
be carefuily cousidered along with questions
of Imperial Preference. It rested with the
Government of India to sco that considera-
tion bore fruit. Ho hardly expected that his
suggestions of 1913 when ho moved the re-
solution of Imperial Tariff would material
ise so soon. It was natural that a Customs
Union among the units of the British Em-
pirc was already in view and he sarnestly
hoped its inanguration would be marked by
the repeal of the unjust cotton exciso duty
and reasonable advantage in import dutid
upon cotton manufactures.

Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy in speaking
on the Tariff Bill said that though ordinari-
ly ho was Ioath to support an addition to
taxes, specially when they were expected to
result in a fairly big surplus, he however,
fully believed they bad become necessary,
even though n his opinion commercial pro-
sperity would increase revenue after the
war in more directions than one. There
had been for sometimo past a growing de-
sire in the country for a heavy tariff. He
considered the Bill was a concession to pub-
lic opinion and meant a welcome departure
in the fiscal policy. He welcomed the an-
nouncement of the Finance Member that
the enhancement of import duties
cotton goods simultancously with the abali-
tion of the countervailing excise duty would
have been just and would have been ac-
ceptable to Government, but in view of the
explanztion given by the Finance Member,
criticism on that point would not further
the cavse. He assured the Government that
when time of action in the direction would
como t¥ry wonld have the moral support of
the whcle country. Continuing Sir Fazul-
bhoy said that it wounld have been more
con<onant. with public foeling if in  the
sehedule to the Bill the duty upon salt had
not heen increascd and the estimated re-
veaue from the additionel duty had been
raised from other sources, say jute. But
ho would not like to press the point. In
conclusian he pointed out that the Tariff
Bill wenld operate harshly upon the pearl
tride, “inlcts Jt was swpplinentsd by tha
CGovernment notification under Section 28
of the existing Indian Tariffi Act exempt-
ing from duty the pearls imported into
Bombay from the Persian Gulf..

Mr, Shafi said he supported the Bill not
only berause of the abnormal  conditions
under which the country was passing but
berome it opened up a fresh and legitimate
source of revenue. [e also believed  that
the Bill would afford protection to Indian
industries. The pleasing feature of the Bill
was the list of import duties levied upon
articles hitherto on the free list. The Bill
also bronght homa to the minds of confirm-
ed free traders of Manchester  and else-
where that an indiscriminate  application
of the doctrines of fre» trade was calculat-
ed to endanger the growth of trade. He wel.
comed the imposition of duty on sugar
which the speaker thought would protect
the Indian sugar industry.  He regretted
the attitude of Government in respect to
excise duty om cotton goods. Mr. Shafi
regarded the inercase of salt tax as nn-
fortunate, but he looked upon it as a war
tax, puro and simple and that was why he
did not object to it but hoped that after
the war this tax wonld be withdrawn. He
also hoped that other dutics would remain
permanently on the statute book.

The Maharaja of Cossimbhazar supported
the Bill and urged that the salt duty
should ba taken off at the earlicst possible
opportunity.

Mr. Ram Rayaningar while supporting
the Bill criticised Governnient's decision 1n
respect of cotton excise duty and strongly
urged its abolition. He |.K-udud for the
exemption of agricultural machinery from
duty.

Mr. Dadabhoy weleomed the Tariff Bill
not so much for the revenue, the altera-
tions in rates would be a trifle, but for
the evidence it contained of a decided
change in the fiscal policy of the Govern-
ment.  Public opinion in India had all
along demanded that Government should
have a heavy tariff not only for purpnses
of revenue but #lso for the protection it
was likely to afford to Indian industries,
Indian public opinion would look forward
with hope to the maintenance of an in-
creased seale of import dutics for a suf-
ficiently long time. The main points of the
Bill which in the speaker's opinion enl
for serions wore i
the countervailing excise duty upon Indiam
cotton, omission to levy a higher scale of
enstoms dutics upon cofton imports and
the exclusion of raw cotton from the new
wheme of export dutics.  With regard to
the first two paints Mr. Dadabhoy sad
the Finance Member had offercd an ex-

planation about the sufficien'y of which
difference  of opiniom was  permissible.
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