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PLATE XI.
A RHINOCEROS BAYED BY ELEPHANTS.

THE natural history of the rhinoceros is perhaps less under-
stood than that of any other Asiatic quadruped. With its
anatom).r we have long been sufhciently acquainted ; but in
regard to its habits, 1its powers, and many other very interest-
ing . points, nothing authentic has hitherto been published.
Even now, indeed, we are compelled to rely much on the
report of those residing in situations frequented by the rhino-
ceros, for most of the particulars exhibited. The impenetrable
jungles in which this animal mostly resides, the unparalleled
ferocity of his disposition, his almost invulnerable coat of
mail, and the rapidity of his motions, which not only are
quicker than those of the elephant, but are accompanied with
a vivacity, such as a cursory view of the animal would by no
means suggest, all oppose the most formidable obstacles to an
intimate acquaintance with him in his wild state.

It is very rarely that the rhinoceros has been found equal
to six feet in height ; he is ordinarily not more than four and
a half, or five. His head 1s long and clumsy, the eyes small,
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expenditure; if such be the case amid the thousands who
possess a knowledge ol chemistry and of commerce, what
must be the extent of the imposition among a people utterly
ignorant of all science, who neither read nor travel to reap
information, and whose superstitious bigotry can scarcely be
equalled! Were all the shields and all the grease sold as
genuine, absolutely so, the whole breed of the rhinoceros
must have been long since extirpated.

The shecarries, or native sportsmen, who lie in wait for the
rhinoceros, are ordinarily furnished with jinjals, or heavy
matchlocks, such as are commonly appropriated for the
defence of mud forts, and may be properly classed with' the
arquebuss of former times. They carry balls from one to
three ounces in weight ; and having very substantial barrels,
are too heavy to hre without a rest. Many have an iron fork
of about a foot or more in length, fixed by a pivot not far
from the muzzle, which being placed on a wall, in a bush, or
cveniually on the ground, serves to support it, and éenablés
the shecarrie to aim with great precision, which he seldom
fails to do. It has been found, that in the defence of some
mud forts, in Bundelcund especially, the besieged have exhi-
bited most astonishing dexterity in this particular, rarely fail-
ing to hit their object in the head, or near the heart, though
at very great distances. All the fire-arms made in India for
the use of the natives have small cylindrical chambers, and
are mostly of a very small bore. They impart a wonderful

impetus to the ball.
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