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““Where beasts with man divided empire claim,
And the brown Indian maiks with murderoas aim,—
Goldsmith’s ** Travellery

Perchance the following brief account of the mode ewp'oyed by natives
of tbe Soondernunds 1n slaying those gigantic quadrapeds who anuually
sully out of the:r retreat from dease forests, along with other heibivorous
devizzns, and commit great depredation on the ripe ears of padly, may
ot prove void of 1utziest to the readers of the *Field’’ in the deaith of
SPOTLIN ] Dews,

The wanner employed ia doing so is very similar to that pursued by
the Ctmgulcse in the destruction of that levisthan of terra firma—the Ele-
pbant. .

The inhabitants of four or five adjicent villages, (if they may be o
called,) hire a sbikareee for Rs. 60 or 100, according to his skill scd re
putation, who geunerally brivgs with Inm a couple or mwore astistants
‘They are merely armed with bows and arrows ; the latter weapon is ren-
dered po'sonous by dipping the barbed ends in a liquid, made by the do-
coction of the leaves of certain plants. Ia the ceotre of a plain & sortof
scaffulding is then crected, to the height of torty or fifty feet, and onthe
summit a place is made of ubout twelve feet square for the shikaree and
bis as-ista1ts to equat,—no plewsant place for an Euiopean to pamss
night, and he who bas done so once, may exclaim with Clarence—

I would not pass another such a night,
Tuough "twere to buy a world of huppy days.

But efough! The sbikaree and his aids mount towards the close of
even, to keep their uocturval watch.  Should a solitary Urna, or evena
whole berd, stray in the vicinity of the machaun, the lurking foes quietly
issue forth from thuir retreat, and, stealcbily upproaching as near aé
possible, ruse tbeir bended bows and let drive their unerring shafts 86
the eye, or any other vulnerable part, with s skill worthy of him we1ead
of in school, whe,

To save his own and Albert’s life,
Tell is to shoot an apple fiom the head of his own child.

After this, they run back and climb up to their lofty awbush with the
agility of monkeys. They are obliged to be very nctive, as the infuriated
beasts, goaded by the wouude, run about confusedly m all directios 10
search of their latent a-sailauts, They are almost invariably unsuce:&s
ful, and after a time they scamper away. 1he poison takes effect almost
instantaneously, and they die in the course of a fow hours, At da®d
next day the villagers muster and go in search of the carcase or carcast,
as the case may be. It iscurious that they should not use fire-tims 1t
destroying buflaloeg, albeit they do g0 in elaying rhinoceros, tigerg, d
hoc genus omne. 1o concluding, T must apologise for withholding the pro-
mued account of my second visit to the Soonderbuuds for s0 lovg 8 time ;
but the fact is. 1 bave lately bad more busivess in hand tbap I coul(:
properly attend to. However, I hope to send it in time for your nex
number, and in the meanwhile adieu,
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