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In the Actual Colours of the Natural Brownish Rock fand its Slate-Blue Interior: A Prehistoric Masterpicce.

i

“AN OUTSTANDING MONUMENT IN THE HISTORY OF SCULPTURE”- HAMMERED INTO A SLAB OF|BASALTIC ROCK: THE WORLD-FAMOUS SOUTH AFRICAN BAS-RELIEF OF A WHITE RHINOCEROS,
WITH A SWARM OF ATTENDANT TICK-BIRDS, FASHIONED, MORE PROBABI‘.S0,0DO THAN 25000 YEARS AGO, BY A SCULPTOR OF THE STONE AGE.

doubl (i black-and-wite) of the above petrogyyh of & white thinoceros givn in oue ssue of July 14, i9aR. | mtes the coming of danger. A il restr service they perform by disposing of the troublesome ks abaut the softr wrinkls of the hide, To selec for his
Que| sadeey will seaepiber. the - Pretoria, has, ever since we first published the photograph, aroused an unusual but well-deserved masterpiece i exceptionally large, smoothly weathered slab and exactly fit his design to it, shows such foresight and ripe experience as might Le expected of
ot s el ot Iyl s s el B ookl e S S s e e B R (DR proportions, and realistic motion, presented no riddles. Equally remarkable were his
interest. A view of the complete monumest and other fine I e of the nabural animall with 4his puset mielont of sculpfures yas lofEcel by the splendid patience and perseverence in uniformly scuplturing, by an intaglio process, such careful details upon a stone of metal-like hardness. How many decisive actions
T i e, e e 17 last. We are glad to be | are blended into this unconscious thrill of alarm and speed? The head tossed high, ears cocked, lips wrinkled, tail in the air, two limbs in ambling swing and
R o e e e ey prehistoric. art. *The present picture (he writes) represents the top slice of & | the offiers cupporting the two-ton body weight, seem all to breathe exultant life, Unrivalled siill has added those points that make this South Ao petroglyph
o Rlatgidns o sl s le s S G e T e e edge of hom, is 241 inches long, and at | an autstanding monument in the history of sculptuse. The realism of texture of the hide and the marking of significant features by a few clear-cut lines
o o LRI T B ot 1 conploiog, o B lecnerad e ‘et hameRi R L st ke et | [ GothiAnE i T BT STl s T e e R DS S e o chipping for some of the tick-birds shaken
G R T;:vd:,:‘:\:.‘:‘ b s gl game fuail/pusoh befween S koplaL ABsr She e it I FL10 Hocie, ottt MEiamaind I < oo U en Vel T aoihoans i ik e e e ki cling to the back of the trotting rhinoceros in characteristic positions, shows
cainstorm caused a heavy wash-out i - a

As a foundation stone, engraved with the

P unalterable promise of the forward march of humanity, it will always remain a priceless relic. from bygone times. Considering this Stone Age man's pride in accuracy.

| My 4afi, happened to notice traces of sculpture upon a newly exposed boulder in @ horizontal position, and had it immediately cleared. Thus was dis- the touch of genius. Even in the famous exhibitions of modern art, so unique a piece would command attention.
al Museum staff, ed to % B = T "
Vv:v,,,aunm unexampled art treasure, near Schweizer Reneke. In the early period of the second Palwolithic era, when the majority of primitive men were still

de outlines of mystic objects, a South African 'Voortrekker ' had already mastered the essential concepts of art. Whatever may be the and beauty, have we progressed so much in these many thousand years? What an achievement, when the tools consisted only of sharp edges of splintered
L s il Sttt ot T, S R B AN it TP Do sl ecripes Lois S o) e il AL il b L sharpness of the stone tools turned to dust again and again! Imagine how, with each chip, the artist forced
hidden qmenl:mn of E\:\ ‘v:r::.: L( 6 grext. antiquity. and superb artistic. qualities Soith, Africa becomes the- birthlace ‘of realllart. o fiuet page owld be clpped away more of the brownish, well-weathered outer coat, till finally the slate-blus inner tint of this bas-relief gave real emphasis to his design, The Government has
previously known. By i i i ( 0

out of nature’s grand volume than this truculent rhinoceros, endeavouring to remove some of the all-too-many tick-birds (Buphagus africanus) that seem to annoy

lately given definite assurances to the people of Natal to preserve strictly the last remaining twenty South African white rhinoceroses. Visitors to South Alfrica will
it In small flocks they are generally welcome friends. As well-nigh matchless guardians of these unwary monsters they flutter up and announce by short, shrill "

thus be enabled to compare the living specimens in Zululand with the monument left by the famous artists of the Stone Age in the Transvaal
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