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ForRangers

  Going above and beyond
   The development of ForRangers
In less than five years, the ForRangers initiative has donated more than £2 million 

for ranger equipment and kit. Not bad for an initiative that started on a whim.  

The story goes that, after a training run, Sam Taylor jokingly suggested 

to Pete Newland that they should do the Marathon des Sables,  

a 250km ultra marathon billed as “the toughest foot race on Earth”. 

David Hill | Events Manager

 To Sam’s surprise, Pete said yes and suggested that 
they not only take on the challenge, but raise funds 
for rangers while they were doing so. A few days later, 
Pete signed everyone up, and ForRangers was born. 

Since day one, ForRangers’ aim has been to improve the 
welfare of the men and women who protect Africa’s most 
endangered species. By raising funds, ForRangers helps 
to purchase essential and everyday equipment, such as 
boots, uniforms and rations, whilst also providing ranger 
training and refurbishing (and sometimes building from 
scratch) ranger accommodation and recreational areas.

As ForRangers expands, so do Sam and Pete’s ambitions. 
Together, we’ve set up grants to match those ambitions, 
providing even more support for rangers.

Supporting rangers and their families

For the third year running, we’ve purchased a 
life-insurance policy for Kenyan rangers, paying 
for hospital treatment and supporting the families 

of rangers injured or killed in the line of duty. In June 
2020, while responding — at the community’s request — to a 
livestock theft, one ranger was killed and another injured. 
The policy will support the injured ranger while he is out of 
work, and will provide for the deceased’s widow and children.

Protecting rangers from wildlife hazards

Rangers are at risk of snakebites while on patrol. With 
the support of ForRangers, 46 vials of anti-venom were 
purchased by the James Ashe Anti-Venom Trust,  
an amount that could save the lives of 10 to 15 people.

In 2012, Moses Kasaine, a ranch herder on Borana 
Conservancy in Kenya, was bitten by a puff adder. After 
months in hospital and years of suffering in pain, the difficult 
decision was made to amputate Moses’ foot above the ankle. 

To support Moses, ForRangers 
purchased a prosthetic limb 
and funded physiotherapy to 
help him continue in his day-
to-day life. He is now back at 
Borana, working in the radio 
operations room.

Providing access 
to medical care

Access to top-quality healthcare is 
critical to the wellbeing of rangers, 
both in and out of the workplace. 

Nanyuki Cottage 
Hospital is the centre of 
medical excellence for 
the whole of Northern 
Kenya, and has treated 
hundreds of rangers 
injured in the field during 
the last 10 years. The 
Hospital was in dire 
need of developing its 

radiology department to better diagnose injuries and provide 
specialist healthcare. Thanks to donations and support from 
ForRangers, this will now be possible.

Further donations to ForRangers have also enabled the 
construction of a health clinic in Loisaba Conservancy, 
providing vital infrastructure to address the medical needs 
of rangers and the wider community.

Improving ranger training

One of ForRangers’ priorities is to help rangers work at the 
highest level possible; physical and professional training is 
key. This year, ForRangers established a fitness regime and 
new equipment for rangers at four conservancies within 
Kenya’s Laikipia County: Lewa, Borana, Ol Jogi and Ol Pejeta.

In Garamba National Park in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, 235 pairs of trail-running shoes were sent to the 
ranger teams, improving the rangers’ ability to build their 
fitness and health, not only to boost their effectiveness at 
work, but also their wellbeing and mental health.

Despite the challenges that the past 12 months has brought, 
the above shows the impact that ForRangers is having. 
Next year, we hope to accomplish even more.

Left to right:  
Moses Kasaine back at 

work in Borana 
Conservancy, thanks 

to support from 
ForRangers. 

Rangers visiting an 
injured colleague at 

Nanyuki Cottage 
Hospital.

A ranger team during 
the Mt Kenya rescue 

training.

A ranger at Garamba 
National Park with his 

new trail shoes.

The ForRangers line at 
the James Ashe Anti-

Venom Trust. 
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Kenya

 Working   
together 

for BLACK 
RHINOS 
IN KENYA

News of conservation 

successes are few and 

far between in today’s 

climate, especially when 

referring to rhinos. 

During the 1970s and 

1980s, Kenya experienced 

a rhino-poaching epidemic 

that reduced the estimated 

20,000 Eastern black rhino 

population to fewer than 

300 individuals by 1985. 

Jamie Gaymer 
Chair, Association of Private and 

community Land Rhino  
Sanctuaries (APLRS)

 I n a desperate bid to save the species 
from becoming locally extinct, the 
Government of Kenya endorsed the 
formation of rhino sanctuaries on 

private, and latterly community, land. 
The strategy proved to be successful. 
Kenya has seen a slow but steady increase 
to 794 Eastern black rhinos today. 
But today, we are close to reaching full 
capacity in existing secure habitat. 

In 1989, the APLRS was established 
as a platform for private sector rhino 
conservancies in Kenya to work together. 
In 2013, we changed the constitution of 
the APLRS to include community land 
and, subsequently, the Association has 
become an integral part of Kenya’s rhino 
recovery plans. 

The APLRS now acts as the interface 
between the private, community and 
government sectors, and collectively hosts 
62% of Kenya’s rhinos.

Without room to expand into, it would be 
impossible for rhinos to grow in population 
size. Such a situation is arguably as 
detrimental as poaching, especially when 
the objective is to reach at least 2,000 black 
rhinos thriving in Kenya. In recognition of 
this aim (from Kenya’s Black Rhino Action 
Plan 2017–2021) and the space deficit with 
which we are faced, the APLRS — together 
with Save the Rhino and with the support of 
the Bently Foundation — organised a Laikipia 
Rhino Range Expansion Workshop in 2019.

Partners and stakeholders were invited 
to share their experiences of rhino-range 
expansion, encouraged to volunteer 
historical rhino range for capacity 
development and to strategize concerning 
the necessary steps to avail more land for 
rhinos. Ecological issues are pertinent, and 
security is fundamental, but social, political 
and economic considerations are no less 
important. How do we develop secure 
space for rhinos that is environmentally 
suitable, politically and socially robust, 
and economically viable?

The workshop was a 
tremendous success. 
Whilst “Rome was not 
built in a day”, we have 
embarked on a series of 
tangible outputs from 
the meeting. Thus far, we 
have developed new site-
selection criteria, new 

private / public “Guardianship Agreements”, 
guidelines for new rhino conservancies and 
an APLRS private and community rhino 
endorsement matrix for potential new sites.

We’re working closely with the Kenyan 
Wildlife Service to undertake several 
projects that will hopefully lead to more 
space becoming available for rhinos, 
including the collection and banking of 
scientific data that will be invaluable for 
rhino-range expansion. Within the next 
three to five years, we hope to create 
new, connected areas to host black rhino 
populations.

The APLRS would like to thank all the 
individuals and organisations that have 
participated in this work so far, in particular: 
Save the Rhino International, the Bently 
Foundation and the Kenya Wildlife Service, 
as well as the support that we have received 
from countless others.
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