
Top to bottom:  
Kylene with her 
incredible rhino 
toy collection, 
fundraising by 
selling her rhino 
cookies, and icing 
each cookie by 
hand — bake off, 
watch out!
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Fundraising  
and fulfilling  
THE RHINO 

DREAM
Everyone that’s met Kylene 

knows her passion for rhinos. 

Since introducing herself to 

us in 2019, Kylene has been 

on quite the journey. Her 

fundraising efforts within her 

local community have led her 

on the path to begin studying 

conservation biology and 

fulfilling a lifelong dream.

We asked Kylene  

to share her story…

Kylene Wright 
Save the Rhino supporter

 M y passion for rhinos started 
when I was five. My mother 
encouraged me to pick out a 
new toy — I chose the brown 

stuffed rhino with a giraffe-pattern bow-
tie. To this day he stays beside me in my 
bedroom. My family knew how much I 
loved him, so whenever they saw anything 
rhino on their travels, my collection would 
grow (something that has never got 
old!) — along with my curiosity about and 
affinity for rhinos.

Fast forward many years and I really 
began to feel unfulfilled at college. My love 
for rhinos was something 
I always wanted to develop 
into a lifelong career, but 
I didn’t have an academic 
background in conservation. 
I had always hoped that 
through hard work, passion 
and dedication, eventually 
I would find myself on 
the right path towards 
my dream. That’s when I 
started reaching out to many 
different rhino organisations 
for any opportunities to get involved.

 When I began fundraising for Save the 
Rhino, I started with a sponsored 5 km run, 
but I soon realised that I couldn’t do that do 
every other week. So, I turned to baking!

More than a year later, I have baked lots of 
vegan goodies! From cookies, to chocolates, 
to breads, all rhino-shaped, of course. When 
my donations hit $1,000, I cried. I was so 
overwhelmed by the number of people who 
had supported me. It was at that moment 
I truly understood that my passion had 
resonated with everyone I had met in my 
life and everyone knew how important this 
fundraising meant to me.

When I spoke to people to share why I was 
fundraising, I was surprised that many 
of them had no idea of the very real and 
devastating effects of rhino poaching. 
This was something I had presumed was 
common knowledge. I would ask people 
coming to my fundraising stall if they 
knew why rhinos were disappearing; most 
said environmental changes. That’s when 
I fully understood the importance of 
what I was doing. The power of speech 
can be just as powerful as 
physical efforts.

While I have 
always been 
happy to raise 
donations for 
rhinos, my 
fundraising 
experience has helped me change focus. 
I have been accepted into university to 
achieve my Professional Science Master’s 
degree in Conservation Biology. My lifelong 
dream is to get my foot in the door to work 
directly with rhinos every day. And now, 
here I am, on the path that will lead me to 
my dream.
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From top, clockwise:  
Andy Humphries finishing 
his garden marathon. 

An impressive rhino cake 
made by Trevor Cudmore 
and his daughter. 

Dave Wardle on his garden 
London Marathon!

Chris Green during his 
Kilimanjaro summit. 

David Tyrell and his son 
Alfred, with their well-
earned 26 for 26 medals! 

Joanna Maingard 
completing 
her run!
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 The 26 for 26 challenge
Since 1992, a team of rhino runners have come 

together for the London Marathon each April. But, 

for the first time in history, our team were faced with 

a postponed race. As devastating as the news was, 

they did not give up. Instead, they spent Sunday 26 

April running, jumping, cycling and baking to mark 

what would normally be our favourite day of the year!

Darion Moore | Michael Hearn Intern

 L ockdown may have prevented our amazing group from charging 
through the streets of London, but it didn’t stop them from coming 
together as a team to tackle different challenges, wherever they 
were in the world. As part of our 26 for 26 challenge, we saw our 

runners complete a range of activities in whatever socially distanced 
space they could find, representing the 26.2 miles that they would 
otherwise have completed. It was a phenomenal day full of smiles, team 
spirit and virtual cheers.

It’s fair to say that we have an exceptionally creative team. There were stair 
climbs, step counts, cycles, miles covered by roping in family members, and 
even rhino cakes! Some of the team put themselves to the test as they ran 
a huge number of laps in their gardens to complete a full marathon, doing 
their best not to get dizzy. A few even managed their garden marathons in 
full rhino costume! The most creative challenge was Chris Green’s unique 
Kilimanjaro ascent, in which he climbed up and down his stairs 550 times 
(in costume) to reach the summit. 

However, our most adorable participant and youngest challenger was David 
Tyrell’s son, an honorary member of our team, who, at age three, showed 
incredible determination by joining his dad for 26 exercises, for 26 days!

It may not have been the real thing,  
but the day was a huge success.

Everyone supported each other, lifted the team spirit and shared their love 
of rhinos. Thanks to the support of countless family and friends, the team 
raised nearly £10,000 during the challenge, a phenomenal amount during 
these difficult  times.

Unfortunately, as training programmes began to shift up a gear during the 
summer, the news came that there would no longer be a mass-participation 
2020 marathon in London, with the next in-person race taking place 

in October 2021. Whilst it was the news that many had expected, it 
was heart-breaking nonetheless. Still, our runners did not falter. 

Many completed their training to finish on a high, tackling a virtual 
London Marathon on Sunday 4 October.

All of our rhino runners are exceptional, doing exceptional 
things and raising exceptional funds. This has definitely not 
been the marathon journey they signed up for: the phrase 

“It’s a marathon, not a sprint” has never been truer. But they 
have shown that they are just as resilient as the rhinos that their 

funds are helping to protect. Our thanks to the whole team for their 
phenomenal support. Bring on 2021!
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