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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

ASIATIC SOCIETY OF BENGAL,

:FDR pEEEMEER, 1875,

The monthly General Meeting of the Society was held on Wednesday,
the 1st December, 1875, at 9 o’clock 7. AL

T. Oldham, LL. D)., President, in the chair.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed,

The following presentations were announced-—

1. From the Government of India, Home Dept, a set of 67 photo-
graphs of the ancient Architectural remains of Chutid-Nagpur, taken by
T. F. Peppt, Esq,

2. From the Director of the Imperial Botanical Garden of St. Peters.
burg, Trudbi, Imperatorskago Petersburgkago Botanischekago, Boda,
Tome 111, Pt 11,

3. From the Government of Beogal, & copy of the first volume of
Dr, Hooker's Flora of British India.

4, From the Ttalian Society of Spectroscopists, through Prof. Taechini,
several numbers of thelr Journal,

The following gentleman, duly, propozed and scconded at the last
meeting, was balloted for and elected an ordinary member :—

J. B. Knizht, lsaq.

The Hev. J. I). Bate, Allahabad, and Maulawi Abdul Hai, Calentta,
duly proposed and seeonded at the last meeting, were balloted for and
elected Associate Members,

The following ave eandidates for ballot at the next mesting :—

W. MeGregor, Esq., Supdt. Indian Telegraphs, Akyab, proposed by
Mr. H. Blochmann, seconded by Col. H. Hyde, . E.

Ottokar Feistmantel, Hsg., M, D, Liut]lxigitzﬂ Survey, Caleutba, -
PE-E.EI:I_ by Mr. H. Blochmany,; seconded by Dr. L. Oldham,

The l'ulluwin:__l; ;,_;I,:tll:lmuuu have intimated their desire to withdeaw from
the Bociety—

Thos, W. DBouwrne, Esqg., A. D, B, Gomes, Ezq., Lija Chundranath
Itai, of Nator, C. B. Clarke, Haq.
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present time they levy five taxes albogether, viz, the old tax which i3 the
eustoms, the showadi fax, the Dar El Wakalat tax of one carat in the
dinar, the Dar El Zakal, and brokerage. The Nakhoda Othman bhin Omar
El Amdi arrvived once from Egypt and was found to have with him two
maunds of aloes wood which they took from him, and when the time eame
to sebtle accounts the maund of aloes was valued at 6 dinars, so 1} dinars
were chareed for the customs and half a dinar for the showadi tax, It was
then wvalued in the Wakalat at 25 dinars, and it was c]l:u'gell 8 dinars
and 2 danifs for Wakalat, 1} dinars for Zakat, and half a dinar for
brokeraze, which altogether eame to 15 dinars, so after deducting the price
of the aloes six dinars there remained a balanee against him of 9 dinars,
The Nakhoda Othman bin Omar El Amdi protested, and =aid, * By God
Almighty, I gain nothing by it, nof a single fuls ; is it not envugh that you
take from me the two maunds of wood for nothing, but you must demand
of me 9 dinars besides " And the Amir Nasir-ul-din Nasir bin Farit and
his ollowers eame (RGN them at that time, and he saad—*" This man iz con-
stantly cominz to Aden and should we take from him double I and he
mediatad hetween thiem antil he E:|1L'.1:|'I_'n:1 the aecount, * * It 1s
gard that a ;-_C.|1i11 onee arrved on which the customs dubies came to 0000
dinars. There nsed fo anchor every year under Jebel Siva 70 or 80 ships
or more perhaps, but not less,  And they despatehed from Aden every year
four treasure parties to the fort of "Taiz, viz., the reeeipts on the ship arri-
vals from India, the reecipts from tribes entering Aden, the export duty on
horzes: te India and the receipts from ships journeying to India. Each
of these treasure remittaneces awmounted fo 150,000 dinars, or more, but
not less, but this has eeased in our time, 625 A. H. ''he cvrenlation of
Aden tn the time of the Bent Zurria was zold of Sanan on the Soultand  stan-
dird, but less than 16 and the currency of the country was gold Melif:,
whereol 41 dinars, equalled one Egyptian dinar.  The diver waz divided
into goarters, each quarter being equal to thres oz, each jeiz to vicht
Sulics, and each fuls to two beidhas, and it is said the first who struek the
Maliki dinar waz Ahmed Lin Al ] Solehi at Sanaa,

They el ersd (o kind of eloth) by the Kesbe, the length of which is
four cubits of irom, and they sell teal planks by the iron enbit, and evary-
thing was sald h}' auction to the ichest bidder, and .*sinli]:ll‘fl}' slaves and
slave girls,

Some disappointment was £t ab Mr. Wood-Mason's munouncement
that the living specimen of Rhinoceros Sonduicus,® which was to have been
exhibited atb the_liwuﬁing, Wils ilttfllri']mi,l_'d, and could not attend ; My Mason,

* The animad died en the following day. s skin will be exhibited at the next
miding.—{l. W-3L)
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hiowever, exhibited some excellent plotographs of the animal in question,
and of B. Indicus, and pointed out the differences in the structure of the
epidermal exosleleton in the two species.

Mr, Wood-Mazon exhibited the materials for hizs monograph of Paratel-
phusa, an Indo-Malayan genus of freshwater erabs, of which he recognized
altogether seven perfectly disbmet and well-marked speetes ; of these five had
bern or are now dezeribed by himself.  The genus, he zaid, was established
in 1855 by M, Milne-Edwards for the reception of two new species of
crabs, one of which was supposed to have come from the China Seas, the
other from New Zealand ; but the loealities given had proved to be ineorrect,
the former being really o native of the freshwaters of Bouthern Clhina and Stam,
the latter of those of the three great Sunda Izlands—Java, Samatva, and
Borneo, Mr. Wood-Mason, in 1871, himself’ deseribed two additional spe-
ciez, the one from upper Burmah, the other from India, wherein it ranged
from Hardwar, the point at which the Ganges izzaes from the Siwalik Halls,
throughout the Gangetic valley down to Caleutta, where brackish water
econditions obtained, and where 16 oceurred both 1n fresh and brackish water
like several of its congeners, It was an interesting fact that all the species
described by lim inhabited countriez the fauna of which was largely
lenvened, to =ay the least, with Malay forms, if indeed such forms did not
predominate.  We were indebted to My, W, T, Blanford, than whom nobody
had ever dove more for the distribution of animalz in India, for dividing up the
vast tract of eouniry eommonly ealled Indiainto a namber of  zoolozieal
sub-provinees, to one of which, vez., to that denominated by him the Kastern
Bengal Provioes, with the Burmese countries and Azsam added, the Parefel-
phusas were conlined : Caleatta, Mr. Dlanford had said, was on the edge of
this provinee and rather in than outside of 1t ; and Calentta accordingly hiad
its species of the genus in itz common tank-crab,  IF we turned from these
invertebrates to seelt an instance amongst the higher aniwals of this Ma-
]_E[I'L"gl'll IEII:'I.'I.‘.II: ill L]IU fl.l'l.‘ll]il!, 1Ly THGPE ULl'I'li‘:]li.l..'rlll"l:li a1k EL'Ill]l.l llilﬁﬁjh].j' ]::II.S rlﬂ.ll]d.
than the i.IL1.I.!|."t'!‘."5-Ei.1I!,3‘|' aniinal E'L‘]H"-..'ﬁ-l'."l'lt:l_".l in one al the beautiful [:hc:l:ngrapha
pxhibited,—the Hlinoeerop Sondaices, which inhabited not only the Sun,
derbans near Caleutta but the great island of Java also. In conelusion
Mr., Wood-Mason sud that he could nob but look forward with much
mterest to see whether species of Parafelphusa wonld be found in Ceylon
and in Malabar, the fauua of which euriously enough was also Malayan,

The following are the new species :

Paratelphusa Marfens,

Latero-anterior marging of carapace armed with three epibranchial
teeth, the hrst tooth Hattened, similay to the extracrbital angle but smaller,
tle vest zalient, acute, and conieal, Post-aldlomen of the male triangular—
as in . Doyane, W-D,

Hab ~Throughout the Gangetie valley, from Hardwar to Jessor,




PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

ASIATIC SOCIETY OF BENGAL.

EDITED BY

THE ﬁmnmﬁﬂ.ﬁ‘f JSEGRETARIE&

JANUARY TO DECEMBER,

187 8.

CALCUTTA :
FrinTED BY . B, LEws, farrist Mizssion Priess,

1876,



	1875 Wood Mason 211
	1875 Wood Mason 229
	1875 Wood Mason 230
	1875 Wood Mason 250

