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CHAPTER IX,
Cawnpore, Dec. 28, 1857.

My journal is in a bad way, actually extin-
guished by the quantity that I should have to
put into it, if there were any writing time left.

Tuesday morning the Prince of Oude re-
turned our breakfast by one at his tents, which
were pitched about five miles off. F. and I
went in the carriage till the last minute, when
we had to get on our elephants, but the other
poor wretches had to come jolting along
the whole way. The Prince of Oude’s tents
are very large, and he had asked the whole
station, and with his quantity of troops and
odd-looking attendants, it was a very curious
sight, and he did it in a very gentleman-like
way.

The presents,were very magnificent. He haa
had two diamond combs made on purpose for
F. and me, mounted in an European fashion.

They are worth at least 1500/ a-piece, and
VOL. L. G
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In the afternoon we went to see the Emaun-
berra and Rooma Durwanee, two of the most
magnificent native buildings I have seen yet.
About a week of hard sketching would have been
really pleasant amongst them, and we had only
half an hour. However, we saw a great deal for
the time, and we are uncommonly lucky in our
weather. It is just right, a sort of spring after-
noon ; very pleasant.

Friday morning we set off in great state to see
Mr. B. (who has come in G.’s place); meet
the Prince of Lucknow. It was much the same
meeting as that at Cawnpore; but the prince gave
us afterwards a breakfast in the palace, which
we wanted to see very much, and which was quite
as Arabian-Nightish as 1 meant it to be.

The throne is gold, with its canopy and um-
brella and pillars covered with cloth of gold, em-
broidered in pearls and small rubies. Our fat
friend the prince was dressed to match his
throne. All his brothers, twenty at least, ap-
peared too—rather ill-conditioned young gentle-
men; and there were jugglers and nautch-girls
and musicians, all working at their vocations
during breakfast.

The late king drank himself to death about
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six months ago; and then there was a sort of
revolution conducted by Colonel L. (who was
nearly killed in this palace), by which the pre-
sent king was placed on the throne; so these are
early days for acting royalty. Mr. B. went in
to the old king who i3 nearly bedridden, and he
said he was quite affected by the old man. He
translated to him G.’s letter, in which G. said
how much he had been pleased with his heir-
apparent’s manner, and the old king looked up,
and held out his hand to his son, who rose and
salaamed down to the ground three times. Mr.
B., who is almost a native in language, and knows
them thoroughly, said he was quite touched; it
1s so seldom natives show any emotion of that
kind.

There was a fight of wild beasts after break-
fast, elephants, rhinoceroses, rams, &c., but we
excused ourselves, as there often are accidents
at these fights. The gentlemen all went, and so
did Giles, and they were quite delighted, and said
we ought to have seen it.

In the afternoon we went to see the king’s
yacht, which he had decked out for us, and then
his garden. Such a place! the only residence I
have coveted in India. Don’t you remember here
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