
Penknife,' and found that each Part, from the Firft, 
continued vigorous and flrong; and I could, by my 
naked Eye only, fee that in Three Days the Ends 
where the Wounds were given, were grown fharper, 
and that they moved along like the intire W orms. 
I am, & c.
IVkeltkam in Suff. TbotM S

June i. 1743.

3

The 7 wo intire Worms here mentioned to have  
been contained in one o f  the T h ia ls  fen t up by M r. 
Lord, were each c u t p r e f e n t l y  after into Two T ieces, 
which foon after completed grew  ,
and w ere fevera l Weeks after in a vigorous and 
thriving Condition.

y il l .  A  Letter from D r. Parfons to Martin 
Folkes, Efcfc Prefident o f the R o y a l  So ­
c i e t y ,  containing the 'Natural Hijlory o f 
the Rhinoceros.

S I R ,
Head June £  A Lthough many Authors have given. 
174J* Accounts and Figures o f the R h i­
noceros from time to time, and although there was 
one in England in 1685. yet how far were we from 
having the leaft Notion o f  his Form, when we came 
to  fee him in 1739. It was not difficult, even be-, 
fore the Arrival o f  the latter here, to difcern an 
Uncertainty in the Figures that were exhibited o f that 
Animal, becaufe they differed fo widely from each 
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other 5 and, as there was fuch a Variety in  th em  as 
might induce on e  to  take them  for different A n i­
mals, there was n o  know ing where to  fix. T h is  
w ill fully appear in view ing the C ollection  I have the  
H onour to lay before you.

A lb e r t U surers Figure o f  this Creature has led
feverai o f  thofe Natural Hiftorians, that haVe w rote  
fince his T im e, into Errors; for fuch have always 
copied h im ; and indeed many have exceeded h im  
in adorning their Figures w ith  Scales, Scallops, and 
other fictitious Forms! N o w , from  the Badnefs o f  
his Figure, I am induced to  believe that great M an  
never faw the A nim al j for he certainly could not 
have been fo miftaken in the Performance. H ow ­
ever, from  the ftriCteft Inquiry I was capable o f  
making, it feems moft probable, that a Sketch was 
fent to  him from ‘P ortu ga l, by a Perfon w ho took  
it from a Rhinoceros, which was fent from  the E a ji-
In dies  to  E m anuel K ing o f  P o rtu g a l, as a Prefent > 
and that A lb e r t  improved and embellished it in to  the  
original Drawing, w hich is in Sir H a n s Sloans Mu- 
feum . T he Infcription, in G erm an, written under 
this Drawing, proves it very clearly, o f  w hich the  
fo llow ing is a clofe Tranflation.

“  In the Year 1 5 1 3 . upon the 1. D ay of there
f< was brought to  our King at L isbon  fuch a liv ing  
4< Bead from the E a jl-In d ies  that is called R hino- 
“  c e ra te :Therefore on  account o f  its W onderfulnefs
“  I thought m yfelf obliged to  fetid you the Repre- 

44 fcntation o f  it. It hath the C olour o f  a T oad, 
** and is clofe covered over w ith  thick Scales. It is 

“ in Size like an E lephant, but low er, and is the - 
** ph an t’s deadly Enemy 5 it hath on the fore Part o f

0  7 ' its
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€t its N ofe a fttong fharp Horn and, when this Bead 
fc comes near the Elephant to fight with him, hfe 
il always firft whets his Horn upon the Stones 5 and 
u  runs at the Elephant with his Head between his fore 
‘‘ Legs 5 then rips up the Elephant where he hath 
“ the thinned Skin, and fo gores h im : The Elephant 
“  is terribly afraid o f the R5 for he gores 
“  him always, where-eyer he for
“ he is well armed, and is very alert and nimble. 
“  This Bead is called Rhinocero, in Greek and Latin  \ 
“  but, in Indian, Gowda f

The fird Print publifhed by Albert cDurer himfelf 
has a German Infcription over it, fomewhat differing 
from the manufeript one, o f  which the following  
is likewife an exa& Tranflation, with this Date and 
Mark, thus:

<c In the Year 1513 from the Birth o f  Chrid, upon 
“ the id  Day o iM a y , there was brought to the mod 
“ potent Emanuel King o f  Portugal at , from 
“ India, fuch a living Bead. They call it a - 
“ cerus: It is here reprefented in all its Shape. It 
* has a Colour like a fpeckled , and is very
“  clofely covered over with thick Scales 5 and is in 
c< Size as an Elephant,only o f  fhorter Legs, and very 
“ well armed. It has a fharp drong Horn forwards* 
(( upon his Npfe, which it begins to whet when it is 
£ n€af a Rock 5 therefore it is a conquering Bead, and

*5*5
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« the Elephant's deadly E nem y: T h e  Elephant is
€e greatly afraid o f  him  5 for, w hen he m eets w ith  him , 
<c the Bead runs at him  w ith its Head between his 
*c fore Legs, and rips up the B e lly ,a n d
fh kills him 5 for he cannot get rid o f  h im : Befides, the  
*c Beaft is fo  armed, that the E can do nothing  
i€ to  him : T hey fay lik ew ife , that the is
If fw ift, alert, and cunn ing .”

M any Years after this, on e  
publilhed in H olland an exa& Copy o f Print,
counterfeiting the D ate and M ark; but gives an In- 
feription in L o w  T)utchy nearly the fame as that 
under the original Print.

Bontius * fays, he has often feen thefe A nim als in  
the W ood s and Stables abroad, and values h im felf  
for having exhibited a Figure w ithout the Decora­
tions that A lbert D urer  put upon h is ; and yet, in- 
ftead o f  the H oofs w hich are proper to  the A nim al, 
he has drawn a T a w  npt unlike that o f  a D og , on ly  
fom ething bulky.

T he Figure given by Chardin in his Voyages has 
fpm e Truth, as to  the Folds or T lic a  in the Skin o f  
the Rhinoceros5 and lik ew ife  as to  the F eet: But in
other refpe&s it is n o t like the A nim al. There is 
alfo a little  Truth in the Figures o f  Camerarius; fee  
his Emblems taken from  A nim als 5 but far from  a 
thorough Reprefentation o f  the Creature: A nd, in  
fhort, the other Originals, as that taken from  the  
Rhinoceros in  1685 . that publilhed by Carwitham

*  Bontius calls this Animal which probably may be the

in
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in 173 9* and, to  look back to the Roman Times, 
thofe in the Pavement o f  Tr^nefte, and 
Mednlsj tec very inaccurate, hut have none o f  Albert 
\ Durer’s Decorations.

W hen that Rhinoceros arrived here in 1739. Dr* 
Douglas, who let flip no Opportunity o f improving 
Natural Knowledge, intended reforming the Hiftory 
o f  him, and therefore went frequently to  fee him 5 
and, on June 24. o f  this Year, exhibited before the 
R oyal Society a Drawing o f  the fame RhinoceroSi 
with a Collection o f Figures o f that Creature, taken 
from feveral Authors, who had wrote o f  him before. 
He mentioned alfo his Dimeniions > arid, on the 28 th 
o f  the fame Month, kc produced a Collection o f  
Horns, with fome Account o f  them, but proceeded 
no farther. Since therefore another Occasion may 
not offer in many Years, and that there is no Place 
more proper for recording Truth in Natural Hiftory, 
than in the Tranfactions o f  this Learhed Society*
I have the Honour to entertain them, in Obedience to  
your Commands,, with the following Account o f  the 
Male Rhinoceros that was ftiewed in Eagle-ftreet 
near Red-Lyon-Square,in 17391 and the Drawings
annexed to it, which I had drawn up at rhat Time, 
and put among fome curious Phyfico-medical M i£  
cellanies I  have colle&ed, and ill uft rated With Draw* 
ings, in order one Day to be publifhed.

In  ithh Account 1 have had no Regard to thofe o f .  
other Authors, but have barely deferibed him, as l  
have often feen him on purpofe, both in the above- 
mentioned Place, and a long time after, when he 
was ihewed at a Booth near iliz London^Syaw.

T h e
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T he Drawings annexed to  the T ra n fa lt ions (Plate I. 

and II.) are a fide, fore and back V iew  o f  the A nim al 
fore-lhortened *  ; all which Attitudes I the rather chofe, 
as they w ill convey to  Pofterity a clear o f  him , 
and as the ^D raw thgs, and T w o  T iB u re s , (o n e  o f  
w hich  is in Dr. M ead’s M ufeum) w ere all t hat I
had done before. T he other Drawings, (Plate III.) 
joined to  thefe, arc the Figures o f  T w o  Angle Horns •, 
and a double one or T w o  flicking to  the fame Piece o f  
Skin 5 the B e n is ,  the T ail o f  an old  Rhinoceros \ 
and an upper and under V iew  o f  on e  o f  the Feet, 
pretty large ; w hich (hall be all more fully m entioned  
in  the Table o f  References, having om itted noth ing  
that I thought could ferve to  the better Illuftration 
o f  this wonderful Creature.

Humphry Coley Efq; being C h ief o f  the Fa&ory at 
S Vatna in Bengal, procured this , w hen
young, and fent it  to  England by Captain A lton  in  
the Ship Lyely w hich arrived on  the Firft o f  June  
1739. T h e Rhinoceros was brought to  
Red-Lion-Square, o n  the 15 th o f  the fame M on th ;  
and it was faid by thofe w h o  took  care o f  him , that 
from  his being firft taken, to  the tim e o f  his landing  
in  England, his Expences am ounted to  O ne T hou-
fand Pounds Sterling.

He was fed here w ith  R ice, Sugar, and Hay : O f  
the firft he eat Seven Pounds to about Three Pounds 
o f  the Sugar ; they w ere m ixed together, and he eat

*  At firft 1 defigned only T w o Views, the fore and back, o f  the Ani­
mal, for this Tranfaftionj but as you juftly think the Account will 
be the more perfect for having a Vrofil alfo added, I have obeyed your 
Commands, Sir, in making that View.

this
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this Quantity every Day, divided into Three Meals,' 
and about a Trufs o f Hay in a W eek, befides Greens 
o f  different Kinds, which were often brought to 
him, and o f which he feemed fonder than o f his dry 
Vidualsj and drank large Quantities o f Water at a 
Time, being then, as I was informed by his Keeper, 
T w o Years old.

He appeared very peaceable in his Tem per$ for 
he bore to be handled in any Part o f his Body; but is 
outrageous when ftruck or hungry, and is pacified in 
either Cafe only by giving him Viduals. In his 
Outrage he jumps about, and fpringsto an incredible 
Height, driving his Head againft the Walls o f the 
Place with great Fury and Quicknefs, notwithftand- 
ing his Iumpifli A fp ed : This I have feen fevcral 
times, efpecially in a Morning, before his Rice and 
Sugar was given him 5 which induces me to believe 
he is quite indomitable and untradable, and mult 
certainly run too faft for a Man on foot to efcape 
him.

As to his Size, he did not exceed a young Heifer 
in Height $ but was very broad and thick. His Head, 
in Proportion, is very large, having the hinder Part, 
next his Ears, extremely high, in proportion to the 
reft o f his Face, which is flat, and finks down fud- 
denly forward towards the Middle, rifing again to 
the Horn, but in a lefier Degree. The Horn ftands 
on the Nofe of the Animal, as upon a Hill. I have 
feen the Bones o f a Head o f  one o f thefe, in Sir 
H ans Sloanes Mufeum ; and the Part on winch the* 
Horn is fixed, rjfes into a blunt Cone, to anfwer to a 
Cavity in the Balls o f the Horn, which is very hard and, 
{olid, having no manner o f Hollow nor Core, like

Z z z thofe
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thcfe o f  other Quadrupeds- That o f  this A nim al, 
being young, does not rife from its rough Balk above 
an Inch high, is black and fm ooth at the T op , lik e  
thofe o f  the O x-kind, but rugged downwards 5 the  
Determ ination o f  its Growth is backwards, inftead 
o f  ftrait up 5 w hich is apparent, as w ell in the dif­
ferent H o rn so f old Rhinoceros's> which I have feen, 
as in this o f  our prefent Subjcd $ for the Diftance 
from the Bafts to  the Apex o f  this, backward, is not 
w ithin a third Part fo long as that before, and it has 
a curved Direction ; and, confidering the Proportion  
o f  this A n im als Size to  its Horn, w e may juftly 
im agine, that the Creature w hich bore any one o f  
thofe great ones that I have feen, muft have been a 
ftupendous Anim al in Size and Strength 5 and, in ­
deed, it were no W onder, i f  fuch were untradable at 
any rate.

T he Sides o f  his under Jaw  are w ide afunder, 
Banting outward to  the low er Edge 5 and backward 
to  the N eck , the Edges turn outw ard: From this 
Strudure his Head naturally looks large.

That Part that reaches from the fore Part o f  the  
Horn towards the upper Lip, may be called the N o fe , 
being very bulky, and having a kind o f  circular 
Sweep downwards towards the N oftr ils: O n all this 
Part he has a great N um ber o f  running crofs
the Front o f it, and advancing on  each Side towards 
his Eyes.

The Noftrils are fttuated very lo w , in the fame 
D ired ion  w ith the R iE tus , and not above an 
Inch from it. If w e look at him  in a fore V iew , 
the w hole  N o fe , from the T op  o f  the Horn to  the

Bottom
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Bottom o f  his lower Lip, feems fhaped like a Bell, 
v iz .  fmall and n arrow  at Top, with a broad Bafis.

His under Lip is like that o f  an Ox, but the upper 
more like that o f  a Horfe 5 ufing it, as that Creature 
does, to gather the Hay from the Rack, or Grafs from 
the Ground 5 with this Difference, that the Rhino­
ceros has a Power o f ftretching it out above Six 
Inches, to a Point, and doubling it round a Stick, or 
ones Finger, holding it fall $ fo that, as to that 
A&ion, it is not unlike t o f a 
phant.

As to the Tongue o f  the , although
it is confidently reported by Authors, that it is fo 
rough as to be capable o f rubbing a Mans Fleih 
from his'Bones 5 yet that o f our prcfent Animal is 
foft, and as fmooth as that o f a Calf 5 which I have 
often felt, haying had my Hand fucked feveral times 
by him* Whether it may grow more rough, as the 
Bcaft grows older, we cannot fay.

His Eyes are dull and fleepy, much like thofe o f a 
Hog in Shape, and fituated nearer the Nofe than that 
o f any Quadruped I have ever feen j which he very 
feldom opens intirely.

His Ears are broad and thin towards the Tops, 
much like thofe o f  a Hog 5 but have each a narrow 
round Root with fome Ruga about it j and riles, 
as it were, out of a Sinus furrounded with a Rlica.

His Neck is very fhort, being that Part which lies 
between the back Edge o f  the Jaw and the Tlica o f  
the Shoulder 5 on this Part there are T w o diftinft 
Folds, which go quite round it, only the fore one 
is broken underneath, and has a hollow Flap hanging 
from it, fo deep that it would contain a Man’s Fift

Z z z 2 tout,
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{hut, the concave Side being forward. From th e  
M iddle o f  the hinder one o f  thefe Folds or 
arifes another, w hich, palling backwards along the 
N eck , is loft before it reaches that which furrounds 
the fore Part o f  the Body.

His Shoulders are very thick and heavy, and have 
each another Fold downward, that crofles the fore 
Leg 5 and, almoft m eeting that o f  the fore Part o f  the 
Body, juft m entioned, they both double under the  
Belly clofe behind the fore Leg.

His Body, in general, is very thick, and juts out 
at the Sides, like that o f  a C ow  w ith Calf. H e has 
a H ollow  in his Back, which is moftly forward, bur, 
backwards, the Line or Ridge rifes much higher 
than that o f  the W ith ers; and, form ing the  
upon the Loins, falls dow n fuddenly to  the T ail, 
making an uneven Line. His Belly hangs lo w , be­
ing not far from the Ground, as it links much in the  
M iddle.

From the forefaid higheft Point in his Back, the 
\ Tlicao f  the Loins runs dow n on each Side betw een  
the laft Ribs and the Hip, and is loft before it com es 
to  the B e lly ; but, above the Place o f  its being loft, 
another arifes, and runs backward round the hind 
Legs, a little above the Jo in t: This I call the crural

Fold, w hich turns up behind till it meets another 
tranfverfe one, w hich runs from  the Side o f  the  
T ail forward, and is loft before it reaches w ithin T w o  
Inches o f  that o f  the Loins.

T he Legs o f  the Rhinoceros are thick and ftrongj 
thofe before, when he Hands firm, bend back at the  
Knee, a great W ay from a ftrait L ine, being very 
round, and fom ew hat taper downwards. T h eliin d er

Legs
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Legs are alfo very ftrong, bending backwards at the 
jo in t to a blunt Angle, under which the Limb grows 
fmaller, and then becomes gradually thicker, as it 
approaches the Foot; fo aifo does that Part o f  the 
fore Leg. About the Joint o f  each of his Legs, there 
is a remarkable R lica  when he bends them in lying 
down, which difappears when he (lands.

In fome Quadrupeds, the Fetlock bends or yields 
to the W eight o f the Animal; but in this there is 
no Appearance o f any fuch Bending, and he Teems 
to (land on Stumps, efpecially if he is viewed behind. 
He has Three Hoofs on each Foot forwards; but the 
back Part is a great Mafs o f Flefh, rough like the 
reft o f his Skin, and bears upon the Sole or Bottom  
o f  his Foot.

This Part is plump and callous in the Surface, 
yielding to Preflure from the Softnefs o f the fubjacent 
Flelh. Its Shape is like that of a Heart, having a 
blunt Apex before, and running backward in a broad 
Bafis. The Out-line o f the Bottoms o f  the Hoofs are 
fome what femicircular.

The Tail of this Animal is very inconfiderable, in 
proportion to his Bulk, not exceeding 17 or 18 
Inches in Length, and not very th ick : It has a great 
Roughncfs round it, and a kind o f Twift or Stri&ure 
towards the Extremity, ending in a Fatnefs, which 
gave occcfton to Authors to compare it to a .
On the Sides o f this flat Part, a few Hairs appeared, 
which were black and ftrong, but fliort: The Growth 
of thefe is feen in the Tail of the old ,
deferibed very well by Dr. , in his Mufeum 
Regalis Societatis, which is reprefented Fig. 2. 
Plate III. “ In this the Dock is about half an Inch

u thick,
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uthick, and T w o  Inches broad 5 o f  what Length  

u  the W hole, is uncertain, this being only Part o f  it, 
“  though it looks as i f  cut o ff  near the B u tto ck : It 
<l is about N in e  Inches, black, and very rough. O n  
a  the T w o  Edges, and there on ly , grow  alfo very 
<c black and fhining Hairs, a Foot long, ftubborn, 
€t and o f  the Thicknefs o f  a fmaller Shoe-maker's 
“  Thread: Yet not round, as other Hair,* but rather 
“  flattifh, like fo many little Pieces o f  W halebone."  
It is further to  be obferved, that the Hairs on  the 
Left Side grow  out a great way up towards the R oot  
o f  the T ail, (being fhorter, as they are higher) like  
the Fibres o f  a Q u ill; whereas, on  the R ight Side, 
they grow  no higher than the flat Part. There is no  
other Hair on  any Part o f  this young ,
except a very fmall Quantity, on  the pofterior Edge o f  
the upper Parts o f  the Ears. I have obferved a very 
particular Quality in this Creature, o f  liftening to  any 
N o ife  or Rum our in the Street 5 for though he were  
eating, fleeping, or under the greateft Engagem ents 
Nature im pofes on  him , he flops every thing fud- 
denjy, and lifts up his Head, w ith  great A tten tion , 
till the N o ife  is over.

T he Rents o f  the Rhinoceros is o f  an extraordinary 
Shape: It is reprefented by Fig. 3. Plate III. There is 
firft a Thecay or Rraputiunty arifing from the Inguinal 
Part o f  the Belly, nearly like that o f  a Horfe, w hich  
conceals (as that does) the Body and Gians, w hen  
retraced. A s foon as the A nim al begins to  extend it, 
the firft thing that is extruded, the Thecay is a fecond  
Sheath o f  a light Flefh-colour, and pretty m uch in  
Form like the Flow er o f  the 
fu re is i and then out o f  this another h o llo w  Tubex

w hich
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which is analogous to the Gians Penis o f  other 
Creatures, very like the Flower o f  the 
ftoribus purpureis ; but o f  a lighter or fainter Flefh-
colour than the former. His Keeper, who was a 
Native o f  Bengal, would make him thus emit his 
Penis when he pleafed, while he lay on the Ground, 
by rubbing his Back and Sides with Straw 5 and, in its 
utmoft State o f Ere&ion, it never was extended to 
more than about Eight or Nine Inches. Its Termi­
nation is backward in a curved Direction, fo that he 
is a retromingent Animal, and confequently retro- 
generative. I have feveral times feen him piffing 5 
he turns his Tail to the W all, and, extending his hind 
Legs afunder, crumps himfelf up, and pilfes out in 
a full Stream as far as a Cow.

W e need fay no more o f the Female 
that-came over fince, but that fhe is exa&ly like this 
in all refpe&s, except the Sex 5 and, by the Horn, and 
Size, o f  the fame Age 5 and the Pudenda  like thofe 
o f a Cow.

The Skin o f the Rhinoceros is thick and impene­
trable : In running ones Fingers under one o f  the 
Folds, and holding it with the Thumb at the Top, 
it feels like a Piece o f  Board half an Inch thick. 
£)r. G rew  dcfcribes a Piece o f one o f  thefe Skins 
tanned, which, he fays, <e is wonderful hard, and o f  
u that Thicknefs, exceeding that o f  any other Land 
“ Animal he has feen.” It is covered all over, more 
or lefs, with hard Incruftations like fo many Scabs; 
which are but fmall on the Ridge o f the Neck and 
Back, but grow larger by degrees downwards toward 
the Belly, and are largeft on the Shoulders and But­
tocks, and continue pretty large upon the Legs all

along
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along dow n jbut, betw een the Folds, the Skin is as 
fm ooth and foft as Silk, and eafily penetrated ; o f  a 
pale Flefh-colour, which does not appear to  V iew  in  
the Folds, except when the Rhinoceros extends them , 
but is always in V iew  under the fore and hinder Parts 
o f  the Belly 5 but the M iddle is incrufled over like  
the reft o f  the Skin. T o  call thefe fcabbed Rough- 
nefles Scales, as fom c have done, is to raife an Idea 
in us o f  fom ething regular; which in many Authors 
is a great Inaccuracy, and leads the Reader into Er­
rors; for there is nothing formal in any o f  them .

A s to the Performance o f  this An imal s  feverai 
M otions, let us conlider the great W ifdom  o f  the 
C r e a t o r , in the Contrivance that ferves him  for 
that Purpofe. T h e Skin is intirely impenetrable and 
inflexible; if  therefore it was continued all over the  
Creature, as the Skins o f  other Anim als, w ithout any 
Folds; he could not bend anyw ay, and confequently  
not perform any neceflary A & io n ; but that Supple- 
nefs in the Skins o f  all other Quadrupeds, w hich  
renders them  flexible in  all Parts, is very w ell corn- 
pen fated in this A nim al by thofe F o ld s; for, fince it 
was neceffary his Skin fhould be hard for his D efence, 
it was a noble Contrivance, that the Skin fhould be 
fo  foft and fm ooth underneath, that, w hen he bends 
him felf any way, on e  Part o f  this Board-like Skin  
fhould (lip or (hove over the o th e r ; and that thefe  
feverai Folds fhould be placed in fuch Places o f  his 
Body, as m ight facilitate the Performance o f  every 
voluntary M otion he m ight be difpofed to .

1 on ly  beg leave to  add on e  Paragraph m ore, 
wherein I fhall attempt to  fettle a P oint that concerns 
the double Horn mentioned by M artial,

Namque
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Namque gravem  gemino cornu Jic urfum *.

And which has given many Critics a great deal o f  
Trouble to alter, as believing either , or his
Tranfcribers, were wrong in that Sentence.

There is no where a greater Inftance o f the Uncer­
tainties that Mankind may be led into from con­
jectural Reafoning, than in this very Subject o f  the 
Rhinoceros % Horn. And although the feveral Critics 
who have handled this Matter, {hew abundance o f  
Ingenuity in changing Martial's Reading yet if  we 
can make it appear, that there was a Rhinoceros with 
T w o Horns on his Nofe in , then that 
was right,* if not, Bochart has the better, who has 
altered it thus:

Namque g ra v i geminum cornu fie extu lit urum f .

The firft Knowledge we had in this Part o f the 
World o f that Animal, was o f the one that was 
brought from Afia to the King of men­
tioned before j and as thofe brought into England 
fince that Time, v i z .  that in 1685. our prefeat Sub­
ject in 1739. and the Female Rhinoceros in 1741* 
were fingle horned 5 and as likewife the great Num­
ber of Horns that are to be found in the Mufeums o f the 
Curious, brought from time to time from the 
Indies, are alfo fingle 5 we may venture to aflert, that 
all thofe o f Afia have really but one Horn upon the 
N o fe : And this is confirmed by many Gentlemen, 
who had feen thofe Creatures in , and other 
Parts of the Eaft. From thence it is eafy to conclude, 
that this Was the Reafon the fingle Horn was imagined

* Martial, Epigr. Ltb. IV. Epigr. 82.
■\ Bochart, T om . I. Lib. 3. pag. 931.

A  a a a the
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the Standard o f  Nature for that Anim at, and that 
therefore M a r tia l  ought rather to fay, that T w o  
or (according to B ochart) T w o  wild , w ere  
tolled by theftron g  Horn o f  t h e t h a n  that 
a lingle B ear  was thrown up by his double Horn.

O n the other hand, w e are fure, that the R om ans  
had always a very great C om m erce with the A fr i ­
cans, and had many Cargoes o f  wild Beads from that 
Quarter o f  the W orld . Is it not therefore- likely, 
that they might more conveniently have obtained the 
feverai Rhinoceros's that were (hewed in that C ity, 
from A fr ic a  than A f ia ; fince the Paflage to  I ta ly  
from the former is but a fhort one, crofs the M e­
diterranean  Sea; and that the Countries that pro­
duce thofe Anim als in the , are fo  very rem ote  
from  I ta ly  ? For w e find the Greeks had no K now ­
ledge o f  this Bead in the T im e o f  , nor
iince, that w e know  o f ; whereas the , ac­
cording to  the A ccounts given, have*had Six;  O ne  
(hewed by Rom pey th e  G, O ne by ,
T w o  by D o m itia n , O ne by Antoninus B ins, and the
laft by Heliogabalus.

N o w  w e do not want fufficient Proofs to  fhew, 
that there is a Species o f  thofe Anim als in  
having T w o  Horns on  the N ofe . R e fe r  , a 
‘D u tchm an , in his Voyage to the 
fays, there is one on the Sum m it o f  the N ofe , like  
the others, but having a fmaller clofe behind ir. 
There are alfo T w o  H orns in Sir H an s  

Mufeum, (licking to the fame individual Integu­
ments, not m uch more than an Inch from each 
o t h e r ; which is an undeniable P roof o f  the Exiftence 
o f  this Species', fee the Plate III. Fig. 8. A nd, in
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fine, the Brafs Medal o f  D o m tia n , which you, Sir, 
were fo kind to fhew me, has, on one Side, the 
Figure o f  a Rhinoceros with T w o Horns * upon the 
N ofe, very plain. From all which I cannot but be 
inclined to believe, that this Medal was (truck from 
one o f thofe o f A fr ic a ; and that M artia l had no 
more Notion o f  a Rhinoceros with One Horn, than 
Bochart had o f one with Two.

There is one thing remarkable o f A lbert *Durer: 
It is certain, from his Print o f this Animal, that he, 
or fomebody elfe, concerned in his Figure, thought 
that M artia l was right 5 for it is plain, they were 
willing to add a Second Horn to the Figure, and# 
being puzzled where to place the other, at lafl put it 
upon the Neck j by which it further feems probable 
that A lbert never faw the Beaft + , but was led by the 
Poet’s Epigram  to make that Addition to  the Draw­
ing fent to him from Portuga

Auguflini alfo, in his ^Dialogue o f  , has a 
Figure o f  the Rhinoceros, with T w o Horns on the 
Nofe. So hath likewife the Figure in the Traneftan

*  Paufanias’s Teftim ony is o f great Force here, having feen them
himfelf in RottiCy brought thither from Ethiopia with a dou£)*e 
Horn on the N ofe. His Words are: w ■ , , ,7

J j c f 'o t '  ‘5  K) Tavpvf T «  ,  at T »  <rv[xClbtiK(17l ovofAttQtcr, 
p/rojtfcfft*, oTt<r<pi<rtv WjtkP̂rjj.ptvlJfrhtitQ. xj afoa w ip  * 
(jikycty am q d KtpctXitf dpyjnv XAg ofr.

Vidi etiam Tauros JEthiopicos, quos r 
quod illt e nave extrema, cornu prominet\j dr paulo fuperius alterumt 
non fane magnnm}in capite nullum p habent. Paufan. Lib. IX .
C. 21. , ■

+ Petrus Majftjus makes this certain: H e fays, that the Rhinoceros 
that arrived in Portugal in 1515. was fent by the King to the and 
that the Ship which had him on board was caft away, and the Animal 
drowned on the Coaft o f  Genoa.

A a a a j  Pave-
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Pavement, made by Order o f  the Dictator, on  
which he certainly defigned to reprefent feveral A ni­
mals, and other remarkable Things, proper to Africa.

Explanation o f  the Plates o f  the Rhinoceros.

Plate I.
A  fide V iew  o f  the R hinoceros.

Plate II.
Pig. i .  A  fore V iew  o f  the Rhinoceros, - 

Shortened.
Fig. 2. A  back V iew  o f  the

Plate III.
Pig. i.  Two V iew s o f one o f  the a, the

upper F art o f  the b, the Sole o f
the F o o t .

2. The T a il of an old Rhinoceros, the M ufeum
o f  the Royal Society .

3 • The Penis in an erected . a, The fir  f t  
T heca or Praeputium, o f  a dark
b, The fecond Theca, Flejh-coloured.
c, The Tubular Gians Penis.

4 * A  Horn o f  a R hinoceros, fa id  to be S ix  
Tears old, being about i o  Inches long.

5* The Bottom or concave o f  the fame, to  
fhew the C avity is very fuperficial.

.6 A  beautiful Horn in x )r . MeadV M ufeum , 
being about 3 7 Inches .

7. The Horn of a  Rhinoceros, in the M ufeum  
o f  Sir Hans Sloane, which (as thofe o f  Oxen 
are fometimes liable to their
Growth) differs from  the common Form $ i t  
is  3 2 Inches long.

VIII. The
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i .  The double Horn mentioned ■

ing to Sir Hans Sloane: Whether they 
crojfed each other on the A n im al is uncer­

tain : I t  is tnoft likely they d id  but th a t 
by drying they were by the Corruga­
tion o f  the Skin th a t jo in s them together l 

H o w e v e r , I  have drawn them as they ap­
peared to me- The Horn is 2 5 Inches 

long,the curved one fom ewhat 
and the Two Btiamete o f  the Bafes 1 

Inches•
9. The concave Bottom s o f  the above double 

Horns, as they adhere to the fam e o f
Skin.

IX. A n  Account o f a Comparifon lately made 
by feme Gentlemen o f the R oyal Society , 
of the Standard o f a Yard, and the 
Weights lately made fo r  their • w ith  
the Original Standards 0/  Meafures 
Weights in the Exchequer, and feme others 
kept for public Ufe, at Guild-hall, Found- 
ers-hall, the Tower,

Jutle XT T  H E 1ST there were Tome time iiiice 
V V  prepared by Order o f the Royal 

Society, to be kept in their Archives here, and alfo 
in thofe o f t  he Royal Academy o f  Sciences at 
Standards of the Tar d Me afire, as alfo "or me Trov 
and Averdupois Weights s an Account o f which was

fome
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