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dmg a lotus in the left hand and'an umerl:a’m qbﬁcﬁ in the
nghtm front of a peacock standing behind het.: The. 1ﬂgem:l S
secn partly on.the left and partly on the tight, which is *qmtt vy
an unusual feature on the reverse “of guld Gupta coins. It begins )
at X' and reads Sinbanibanta Maﬁfndmgsyaﬁ, “The elephant af the
kmg Mahendra, the destmyer of lions.” e

(i) RAINOCEROS-SLAYER TYPE
(Pl XXX, 5-8)
.§ 212, The Rhmacems-slayer type tepresents another eﬁbrt |

" at originality made by the mint-masters of Kumiragupta; it was

~unknown before the discovery of the Bayana hoard We have
“only four coins of this type (Pl XXX, 5-8); they are artistically
‘very beautiful. Sofar we had Lion-slayet and Tiger-slayer types;
Kumaragupta is seen adding the Rhinoceros-slayer type to them.
On the present type, however, the king is not shown hunting the
“animal onfoot; hete we find him riding a horse. The type
~is thus a combination type like the Elephant-ridet-Lion-slayer
| EYPe ; |
“ § 213, 'The obverse shows the king riding a caparisoned
hotse to right and leaning forward toattack the rhinoceros by the
sword. ' Suddenly confronted by the wild beast, the hotse raises
its head- slightly frightened. The rhinoceros bravely stands at
‘bay, turning back its head to attack the king. The animal is
skilfully engraved, its single horn on the head, left eye, two eats
and the circular spots on the body being all clearly shown. The -
legend on this beautiful type is naturally in poetry. The king
1s attacking the thinoceros by sword or &badea, which Sanskrit
word also meansa thinoceros. The unknown author.of the
metrical legend makesa punon the word &hddga and describes
the emperot as ‘Bharii Ehadeatriti Kumdragupto jayatyanifans’, ‘Ever
 victorious is the lord Kumairagupta, who is £badgatrata, protector
by the sword (khadgena triti),as well as protector from rhinocero-
ses. ((kﬁadgfé@wﬁﬂ&) ’  The mette s Upagiti. - The teverse of
this type is quite unique; it shows the goddess Gangi standing
sthree-fourths to left on a crocodile, and holding a lotus with the

1 Otie coir, has sifice been acquired by the vammﬂ.l Museum, I..ucknuw, %
and published in J. N. S, L, XI, p. 9. .



Iong stalk in her right hand. The left hand of the goddess is
hanging by het side, and she is pointing at something by the
forefinger of the right hand. Behind the goddess is a female
attendant holding a parasol over her head, which is also quite
a novel feature on the reverse. The reverse legend is on the left
and probably reads Sri-Mabendrakhadgah, ‘Rhinoceros (kﬂlcd by)
Mahendra.’

(x) Aévmm TyrE
(PL. XXX, g-12)

§ 214. Only two coins of the A§vamedha type, lying in the «
cabinet of the British Museum, were known before the discovery
of the Bayana hoard. The type is undoubtedly a scarce one;
the Bayana hoard contains only four of its specimens. One
more was recently acquired by the Provincial Museum, Lucknow.
Samudragupta had issued a large number of coins of the
Asvamedha type; one wonders why Kumidragupta should appat-
ently have issued only a few of them.

§ 215. The two coins in the British Museum showed marked
departure from the A$vamedha type of Samudragupta; their
obverse showed not a bare but a jcaparisoned horse, and
standing to right and not to left. Out hoard has itwo coins of
this type (Pl. XXX, 9-10). But it shows a new variety showing
a closer imitation of the prototype. It is represented by two
specimens (P1, XXX, 11-12), where we have a bare horse stand-
ing to left as on the coins of Samudragupta. The reverse is the
same as that of the A§vamedha type of Samudragupta. It shows
the queen standing to left, holding a towel in her left hand and a
chouri in her right, resting over her right shoulder; there is the
sachi or sacrificial needle in her front.

§ 216. The Aévamedha coins of Kumaragupta, known so
far, showed a very fragmentary legend on the obverse; they were
attributed to Kumiragupta because of the reverse legend Ava-
medba-Mabendrap. The obverse legend on the coins of the Bayana
hoard is much better preserved and we can distinctly read Kumira-
gupta on one specimen under the horse (Pl XXX. r1). The
reading of some of the words is still uncertain; but most probably
the legend tead as Devo fitasatruly Kumaraguptodhirajah, ‘King
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RHINOCEROS-SLAYER TYPE : 4 COINS

Size

73

KUMARAGUPTA L =

Obverse

King bare-headed, with
flowing frizzled locks
(@laka) on head, riding
on caparisoned horse

to 1., wearing buttoned

coat, walist-band and
trousers, leaning for-
ward and attacking ‘' a
rhinoceros with the
swordin r. hand. Horse
raises up its head,
slightly  frightened.
Rhinoceros stands at
bay, turning back its
head to attack, mouth
being open. Rhinoceros
is engraved realistically
and beautifully, the
horn on the head, two
ears, l. eye, circular
spots on the body, the
tail and the four feet
being all clear.’
Circular legend is (X11)
(Bharta ¥) Abadgatrita
Kumaragupto jayatya-
nifam. |
(vt 2 yargArar gaTera
gt |

Pl. XXXYV. 36.
Metre, Upagiti.
King’s head slightly
off the flan. Buttons of
the coat clear. All
four legs of the rhi-

| noceros are visible.

|

| Reverse
Within dotted box-
der goddess Ganga,
not nimbate, standing
to 1. on an elephant-
headed crocodile,
holding lotus with
long stalk in its trunk,
R. hand of the goddess
is extended, forefinger
pointing out at some
object, not visible on
the coin, 'l. hand
hanging down by the
side empty. Hair on
the head of the god-
dess is tied in a knot
behind and she wears
earrings,  necklace
and bangles. Behind
the goddess a female
attendant holding in
her r. hand a chhatra
(umbrella),  without
fillet, its staff being de-
noted by a dotted line;
her 1. hand is on the
waist. Symbol to 1.
Legend on the 1.,
Sri-Mabendrakhadga(h)
fageray: |
Pl. XXXVII. 63.
Stalk of the lotus
partly visible,
Symbol on 1., *’
[Sri-Mabe) ndrakhadge

Pl, XXX, s.
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"  RHINOCEROS-SLAYER TYPE sl :‘%il

Obverse

raguplo jayatya)

| Letters in sharp relief,
Good condition.

The buttons  of the
coat are very clear.
Legs of the rhinoceros

are just visible.

| (X).. Rbagatrata Kumd-

ragupia ja,

(. AKbadgatritd Kumdra-
gupto ja),

slightly blurred.
Normal condition.

Buttons of the king’s
coat are not clear on
this specimen. The
feet and part of the
lower part of the body
of the rhinoceros are

As above, but' the
feet of the goddess
are turned, as if she
was about to face to
t., though actually
she is facing 1. The
pointing  forefinger
of the r. hand is not
clear on this specimen.
The elephant-headed
crocodile holding the
lotus in its snout is
fully visible. The lotus
can be clearly. seen
above the r. hand of
the goddess. Female
attendant is rather
tall and blurred, but
her breasts are promi-
nently visible.
Sra-Mabandrakbaga,
blurred, but the letters
khaga are fairly dis-
tinct.
Symbol on the r., *
Pl. XXX. 6.

Goddess is turned
slightly to r., though
she is actually look-
ing to 1. Crocodile is
fully visible, as also
the lotus stalk in its
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truncated.
(IX) (Bha ?) ta  kba-
gatata (Bhartti fhadga-

triti), The lower loop

of the crucial letter
kha is quite distinct on
this coin above the
king’s r. shoulder.

Good condition,

Buttons of the coat
faintly visible. Feet of
the rhinoceros off the
flan; the fury onits face
is remarkable.

(IX) (Bha ?) ta kha-
satata (Bba ?) rii
khadgatrita). Kha above
the r. shoulder has a
broad triangular base.

Good condition.

Revcrse |

is reprusented merely
by four dots. Thﬂ-
female attendant

blurred and mdisunct.

staff of the umbrella
is quite clear,
Sra-Mahandrakhaga,
the last two letters be-
ing blurred.

Symbol on the ﬂght

Pl. XXX. 9.
Crocodile, its tail, and
snout holding the lot-
us stalk, asalso the
lotus are all very cleat.
Attendant 1s dwatﬁsh
as usual.

Symbol on the r.,

but partly off.

Sra-Mabandakhaga,
Pl. XXX. 8.

snout, but the lotua i

The dotted line of the '
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./ Kumiiragupta I: Elephant-Rider—Lion-Slayer (1+4),

Rhinoceros-Slayer (5-8) and Asvamedha (9-12) Types
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