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The increased vascularity of the adnata and cornea, seemee
at first view to be the principal affection; but, upon a more
minute inspection of the eye and its appendages, the chief site
of the complaint was discovered on the inner surface of the lids;
and upon this the state of the eyeballs just alluded to was found
to depend, as it disappeared in most of the cases in proportion
as the lining membrane became smooth. The degree of inflam-
mation variéd- very considerably; for in sqme, only a red ves-
sel was observed here and there extending on the surface of the
conjunctiva, or immediately under it; whilst in others they were
so numerops and massed together, as to give the whole of the

lobe an uniform dark red appearance. four of the num~
ger, ‘however, in whom the lids were granulated, there was not
the slightest affection of the eyeballs perceptible on admission,
altho‘t:‘?rh. it was afterwards found that inflammation was readily
excited, by even the most trivial causes. .

‘The cornes in most, indeed I may “sﬂay in all the cases, at least
~ of any considerable standing, had suffered much from disease;
they were not only very vascular, but frequently ulcerated more
or less extensively, ang almost invariably presented an abraded
and opaque surface, according to the extent and density of
which, vision was in a greater or less degree impaired ; in fact,
it may be said that many of the patients were admitted blind,
as any rays of light which reached the retina were not more
than merely sufficient, to enable them to distinguish day from
night, and often not that with absolute certainty. The surface
of the eyeballs in the majority of instances, presented a dull
‘watery appearance, in some verginéu;o a yellowish hue, which
Appeared to be occasioned by an effusion of a serous fluid, info
the cellular texture connecting the conjunctiva and sclerotica. -
.- Upon everting the lids and examining their inner surfaces,
the upper always, and not unfrequently the lewer, were found
‘more or less thickly covered with small round bodies resembling
granulations or warts, which, in part of the cases, were of a
ﬁegﬁ ‘appearance and consistence; in others, of a hard pale
“c_a_rgi{ag1qoﬁ.s description; and in a third class they were of a soft
‘texture and dark colour, like clots of coagulated blood, and dis-
charged that fluid copiously upon being slightly touched ; even
in some instances the motion of the lids alone caused consider-
able hemorrhage, ~ " - 77 T
" In a part of the patients, the granulations were dispersed ge-
nerally over the whole of the inner surface of the lids, whilst in
others they dppeared confined principally to particular parts of
them, such as the eatremities, inner edges of the farsi, &c. situa=
tiohs where, under any circumstances,. they were always most
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luxuriant, and from which they were ihvariably most diffi-
cult to remove. The first variety, or those which had the ap-
pearances of granulations seen on the surface of healthy sores,
. most readily yielded to treatment; that is to say, they were
.soonest entirely removed, and a cure effected. e second, or
. those of the cartilaginous description, were with much difficulty
acted upon; indeed they seldom underwent any considerable
decrease, till after numerous sharp applications of some one or
other of the escharotics, to be afterwards mentioned; and the
third class, or those which resembled coagulated blood, though
readily destroyed, would often, in spite of every application, at-
tain their original size in the course of fwenty-four hours; which
‘disposition to sudden regeneration rendered them occasionally
the most difficult of the three species to treat successfully. .

- The motions of the lids, especially when the granular bos«
dies were large, were often very much impeded; and in many
_instances the patients were unable to raise the upper suffis
.ciently to expose the eyeballs, without the assistance of the fin<
rs. 'This Incapacity apEeared to arise, partly from the impe«
. diment to motion offered by the roug.h granulated surface, and
- partly from a degree of Ptosis—the frequent sequel of an attack
~of acute ophthalmia, particularly where the motion of the lids
happens, on account of the violence of the symptoms, to be for
- any considerable time much restrained. This defect generally

disappeared as the cure advanced, although, now andg then, it
. was found necessary to employ remedies, with a view of directl
_removing it, whicﬂ will come to be noticed by and by.
_ greater or less cedematous swelling of the galpebr?ae was also an-
_other not unfrequent attendant on this disease, and no doubt
had its share in producing the state just mentioned, as it frequent«
1y occurred in individuals affected with the complaint under
-consideration. Lachrymation and slight puriform discharge;
which glued the edges of the lids together during the night,
. were symptoms for the most part present; though, in a few in«
stances, the latter was not observed till after escharotics had
been employed; a practice which was foand invariably to itie
~ crease it when it had previously existed, or to bring it on, whert

it had not appeared before. | o
- "The lower lids, though, as has been already remarked, muchi
~ less frequently affected than the uppetf, were nevertheless occas
sionally found exhibiting the same diseased appearances, but
producing much less irritation, in consequence of their more li<
mited motions. o L e e
-~ 'This state of the lining of the lids seemed, in the nfaj'orfty"bf
instances, to have been the I‘ESlIllt of previous puriform or puru-
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-lent ophthalmia, although, in several cdses, it succeeded to thie
‘common simple form of inflammation ; and, in a few examples,
neither of those varieties, or any other, could be traced to have
‘pre-existed. The latter fact demonstrates to us, that the degree
of that morbid action, which is absolutely necessary for the for-
mation of snch preternatural growths, is far from being cotisi-
‘derable; and that it may sometimes exist in the lining of ‘the
lids, without the individual being aware of it, till, from some
‘other ‘cause, an aggravation of the symptoms be produced.
From this circumstance, it appeared always advisable to'evert
thelids arid examine 'their ihner surface, when a patient, on ad-
‘mission, was founid to have laboured ‘for a considerable tinie
under any of the forims of ophthalmia, or where the disease,
though even of short standing, and mild, was attended by a
sensation of something rough, like sand -or gravel under the
upper lids, particularly towards either of the extremities, and
with slight mucous discharge ; or where, 'though 'the last sym-
P loms fi’d not exist, the inflaimmatiom had come on very gra-
dually, and without any evident cause. - | -
The lower lid is in general easily everted, simply by applying
‘the extremity of the fore or middle finger close to-the edge of
the farsus, and gently depressing it, whilst the patient directs his
_eye to some object immediately over his head; buat the ever-
“ston of the upper is usually with more difficulty effected. To
-accomplish it with most facility, thé patient must be directed ‘to
ook at his feet, and then the surgeon, with the thumb and fore
“finger of his right hand, should it be the right eye that is affect-
ed, must Tay hold of the ciliz of the upper lid, whilst, with his
“left hand, i;e applies a common silver probe a little above the
upper 'edﬁe.of tarsus, and by means of it makes a gentle
"g:'e'ssure ownwards and backwards; at the same time, through
the medium of the cilie, carrying the border of the lid forwards
-and upwards, by which motion the desired effect will generally
be produced. There are, however, cases frequently occurring,
in which eversion cannot be thus readily accomplished, particu-
larly in patients who have not perfect command over the orbicu-
larzs and levator palpebrarim muscles, or when the conjunctival
. lining is very much thickened. In such states it is often abse-
“lutely necessary to employ considerable force; ‘in conséquence of
‘which, it will genérally be advisable to lay held of the edge ‘of
“the tarsus in preference to the ¢iliee, as'the latter might’'be pull-
“ed out before the pbject in view could be completed. Forve,
“ however, it may be remarked, is always a bad -expedient, -and
was never employed, till the more gentle means had proved in-
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The practice of everting the lids ought always to be tried,
for a considersble time, in slight cases, previous to attempting,
it in. the more severe forms of the disease, as a peculiar facility
is acquired by habit, which does not admit of explanation,, yet
must be sufficientl evﬁdem to every infllividual who is in the
way of seeing with what expedition and apparent ease a-per-
s,mf accustl;:ged to perform it will effect his pur Osey aﬁet:eo-
thers, less conversant in the practice, had been eitie: foiled, or
found it necessary to. employ no small degree of violence.

Treatmt.—flz

he treatment at first was directed, with a view of
_effecting the removal of every symptom of active discasg, which
being accomplished, the destruction of the granulations becamae
the principal object of our attention. . The former of these indi-
~ cations was effected by the. employment of general and local
blood-letting, purgatives, washes and drops; the latter, by the
‘application of various escharotics, &c. o .

. hen the symptoms of inflammation were found ta run high,
or the counstitution to sympathise much with the locgl disease,
blood was abstracted from the arm ; but where neither of those
states existed, local blood-letting was, for the most part, prefer-
red. Six or eight leeches were applied to the temples or eye-
lids on gdmission, and the blee,din({; was encouraged by warm
fomentations ; which means, shonld the symptoms not be found
to give way sufficiently at first, were repeated next day; and
during the intermediate period, as well as afterw_ardys, the
eyes were washed with a weak alum lotion, and the vinum opii
dropt between the lids night and morning. By a steady conti-
nuance of this treatment, the disease was in general brought,
in the course of a few days, 1o such a state as would admit oig the
most essential part of the practice being adopted; viz. the ap-
plication of remedies suitable for destroying the granulations,

. The method employed to effect this, as has been already
mentioned, was the frequent application of escharotics to the
inner surface of the lids; the chief of which were, the nitrgs
argenti, sulphas cupri, and acidum nitricym dilutum. They were
all agplied_ to the same part, and with the same intention ; name-
ly, that of producing a more or lgss considerable slough, g¢-
cording to the nature and severity of the complaint. Some-
times one of them was employed in preference to the others, and
sometimes all alternately, as no certain and fixed rules coujd
be observed with respect to their use, for one of them was
found to agree with one individual, which had just the reverse
effect on apather, where, upon the most minute examinatjon,
- nothing but the strictest similarity of morbjd appearances and
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constitution appeared to exist. As illustrative of this, I may
‘merely mention, that I have several times seen the application
of sulphate of copper even mildly to the lids of a patient whose
constitution was scrophnlous, produce violent active disease,-
whilst the same individual bore a sharp touch of the nitrate of
silver, not only without injury but with material advantage, and,
vice versa, apparently under similar circumstances. It must
however be added, that the sulphate of copper commonly pro-
duced less irritation' than the nitrate of silver: But, to have
done with such remarks, I shall procéed to describe the parti-
cular advantages and disadvantages of each, as far as could be
learned from their use, in one hundred and forty-two cases.
 Nitras Argenti.—This caustic was found to'be most useful in
cases where the granulations were either partial, or thinly scat-
tered over the whole surface of the lid, as, to them, it could be
applied with more ease and certainty, than either the blue stone
or the diluted acid. ]In cases, also, in which there was a pro-
fuse lachrymation, and much tendency to active disease, the re-
medy under consideration was found to be a more safe and ef-
fectual application than either of the others; more particularly,
however, than the sulphate of copper, as it did not require -the
same degree of friction and force that the latter did, in order
to produce the same effect; neither was it found so apt to be=
come detached and dissolved in the lachrymal fluid, and thereby
act as 8 violent irritant to the eyeballs. It was also that of the
three which was applied with most effect to those cartilagi-
nous granulations which resembled the teeth of a file, as it pro-
ducedg;n immediate effect ; whilst the sulphate of copper could
scarcely be made to act, on account of the dryness of the parts,
and the acid produced but slight effect, from their hardness
and insensibility. =~ ;
Sulphas Cupri—This remedy was found best adapted for the
destriction of those red fleshy granulations, upon which there
was just sufficient moisture to effect the solution necessary tao
ensure the full extent of its escharotic qualities. Those, fre-
quently, by two or three sharp applications, were entirely de-
stroyed; and where the parts could bear it, a pretty hard fric-
tiom no doubt ténded to accelerate that process. As both of
the above remedies are easily soluble in water, and as there is
copsiderable chance of particles being detached by the rubbing,
particularly of the last, it was found highly necessary to omit
ho précaution by which the eye could be freed from all possibi-
lity' of suffering from any such unnecessary and severe’ stimu-
lants, For this'purpose, it was found of advantage to wash the
T | :
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eyeball, and- parts to which the remedy had been directly ap-
plied, with some simple or medicated fluid, immediately after
the operation had been finished. Simple tepid water was, upon
the whole, most rally employed, and, where due caution and
attention were observed, certainly was found sufficient of itself,
without any addition, to remove all the causes of irritation, so
particularly to be dreaded. Lime-water was another fluid occa~
sionally employed, and no doubt was at first suggested, on account
of the chemical decomposition, and insoluble compound which is
formed, by mixing solutions of the sulphate of copper and. that
earth together, thereby doing away with every th ingpﬁke a chemi-
cal stimulant. As far, however, as my experience goes, I can
safely affirm, that inflammation was equally frequent after the ab-
- lution with water containing lime, as after that with the same fluid
in its simple state, when the same care and accuracy was bestowed
on the précess with each. Almond oil was also at times be-
smeared over the lid after the washing, as a still farther precau-
tion ; but it seldom if ever appeared, in my opinion,.to be ab-
solutely necessary, or Emductive of any benefit, . . ..

The mode in which the escharotics wete applied, and the
way in which one or other of the washes was used, I-shall now
proceed to deseribe to you. The patient was placed on a chair
-opposite a window, and the lid everted in the manner already
directed ; after which, if there was any mucous discharge lying
~on the granulated surface, it was cleared - away, or if overrun
by tears, they were dried up by a small piece of lint or sponge,
angd then the application of either of the caustics was made, ac-
cording to.circumstances. If the state of the disease called for
“the use of the argentum nitratum, a small portion of that sub-
stance, smooth, and gently rounded at the extremity, was fixed
in a quill, or porte crayon, and applied to the granulated bo-
-dies; the effects of which were immediately évinced, by the
formatian of a dense white slough, and a sensation. of burning
in the parts to which its action extended, followed by a violent
action .of the orbicularis muscle, and .a profuse- discharge- of
- tears, Where the granulations happened to be pretty close to-~

gether, it was generally drawn gently along their surface; .but
where they were thinly scattered over the whole of the lining
.-membrane, it was.applied by touching those particular points, in
- consequence of which, many small gloughs, instead of an ex-
. tensive one, were formed. P s T IO
- - When the sulphate of copper, again, was, the remedy made
choice of, it was applied by rubbing the surface of the lids back-
wards and forwards, from one extremity to the other, with g
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spolished piece of that substance, fixed in the sanfe way as the
itrate of ‘silver. The friction was continued till & more or less
repaque slough was formed, which required in some a much
‘jonger period than in others. When there occurred during thee
operation considerkble hamorrhage, or a profuse discharge of
~tears, it was found necessary to sponge the surface of the hd-oc-
ccasionally, for the purpose of drying it, as either the one or
'the other of those fluids was found to carry off the sulphate so
rapidly, as to lessen very considerably its action on the diseas-
‘ed'parts. After the desired slough was thus obtained, the :lid
was still kept everted, and its surface well washred with one or
other of the fluids already mentioned. 'To accomplish the last
- ihtention, the lower lid, provided the treatment just described
‘had been directed to'thie upper, was gently depressed by the
‘finger of an assistant, 80 as to uncover as much of the eyeball
-as possible, -and then the operator, with the hand not employed
- -in ‘keeping the lid everted, took his sponge well filled with
-one 6Of the washes, and pressed it in such a situation as to
make the fluid fall direct})y on the everted lid, from which
qart it became afterwards generally diffused over the surface of
the globe of the eye, and latterly on the lower lid. By ma-
‘maging 'the washing in ‘this way, so as to keep up for a'short
time & continued descending stream, -all portions of nitrate ‘of
-silver:or sulphate-of copper, which might have accidentally be-
-come detached, were now removed. The patient was then sent
‘to his ward, with directions to bathe the eye for a longer or
-éhorter period with tepid water, aceording to the severity of
the pain or smarting induced by ‘the action of the escharotic
employed. The pain was found to vary.in degree and dura-
'tion, according tothe remedf made use of, or the degree of
-severity with which it was applied, but it seldom lasted longer
than a few minutes; and frequently, more especially when the
‘pitrate of silver -‘was used, it was merely momentary. In se-
~veral cases, howerer, it ‘réturmed again, after the':lapse' of an
‘hour or two ; but then, ifistead of being the immediate effect
-of the caustic substance ‘spplied, it was only one of the attend-
‘ants of an active inflaamation which now and then was found
-to supervene, tpon:the treatment just described, but which was,
‘in-every cuse, eusily overcome by local blood-letting and warm
-fomentations, either with simple water, or some medicinal lotion.
~  Incases in which ulcerations or abrasions of the corne= ex-
4sted, the sulphas cupri seemed often to be prejudicial, not only
-¥ncreasing both -of those states, but also frequently inducing
aetive inflammation, which probably .arose from the action of.a
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portion of that substance suffering solution during its application
‘to the diseased linings. In no case, however, did any thing se-
rious occur, though, at the same time, I think sufficient injury
was done in some, to warrant the rejection of that application
under such circumstances, and to have .recourse to either the
‘mitras argenti or the diluted nitric acid; the mode of applying
the last of which, and its peculiar advantages, I shall now pro-
ceed to describe. ' .
The nitric acid was generally applied diluted with four parts
of water, by means of a camel hair-pencil, and was found parti-
cularly well adapted for the destruction of the soft spongy granu-
lations, as it possessed not only an escharotic, but also an astnn-
gent effect; and, by being applied in a state of perfect fluidity,
at got better into contact with them than either of the others.
en thus diluted, it possessed likewise the additional advan-
tage of producing but a slight slough, which was seldom found
to prevent its daily application; a quality essentially necessagy
for the remedy to be used in the treatment of this form of disease,
-in order to suppress the growth of such spongy formations. -
- It was also found very useful in the other varieties of granu-
lations, after one of the more energetic applications had destroy-
ed the principa! part of the disease; and indeed, from what I
have seen, 1 think it ought to be preferred in all cases where
the granulations have either not attained any considerable size,
or where they have been nearly removed by the lumar caustic
-or the blue vitriol, in consequence of the slight eschars. which it
produces being less apt to hurt the conjunctiva, than the more
extensive ones occasioned by either of the two last mentioned
escharotics. The facility and certainty with which it is applied,
and the little, if any, mechanical .irritation which is required,
in onder to insure its effects, are other comnveniencies :Lich it

L]

Jas to recommend it. - .

The same process of ablution was also practised .afterthe
rmloymmto this acid, as after the other caustic substances,
and conducted according to the plan already detailed. |

An eedematous swelling of lids was a frequent cense-
.quence of the use of all of the escharotics, yet more particularly
of the snlphas cupri and nitras argenti; but it was found, in the
.majority of instances, to subside spontantaneously in the course
of a few days. A slight soreness of the innmer surface of the
lids, particularly on motion, was experienced for a few- days
after each application; and also for nearly the same period, a
slight increased redness of the surface oly the eyeball was re-
marked, both of which, in almost every case, gradually abated
without the use of any remedies.
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The length of time required for the detachment of the slough,
" wvaried according to its extent and depth; but, for the most
part, it happened between the second and fifth day, and was ac~
‘companied, as well as followed, by a considerable increase of
puriform discharge. During that period, various dtops were
occasionally instilled on the surface of - the lid previously evert-
ed, such as the solution of nitrate of silver, vinum opii, and
liquor plumbi acetatis, with a view partly of acting on the dis-
ease, and partly of expediting the separation of the dead
mnatter. 3

After the last object was effected, the solution of nitrate of
silver was still continued, and the eye and lids were occasionall
washed with a weak alum or sulphate of zin¢ lotion, whiﬂz
means usually, in the course of a few days, removed any sore-
ness and increase of inflammation which might have been pro-
duced, and brought the parts into such a state as would safely
admit of a repetition of the same remedy, or one of the others,
according as it miﬁht be judged requisite. This mode of pro-
ceeding was steadily and firmly persevered in till all marks of
the granulations were completely removed ; and then, whatever
other symptoms remained -became the ebjects of treatment.

-When the lid was everted and examined after the first eschar
‘was thrown off, its surface was found to be very red, villous,
and slightly ulcerated, with here and there small quantities of a
Euriform fluid, collected in any little depression which might

ave accidentally been‘formed, either during the progress of the
diséase, or by the action of the remedies employed lgor its cure,
The same appearance was observed after each successive appli=.
cation, but always in a less degree, diminishing pretty nearly in
the same ratio as the diseased substance, and only disappearing
-when- it was entirely removed. The accomplishment of that
object was marked by a great change, both in the feel and ap-
pearance of the inner sur?ace of the lid, it being by that time quite
smooth, firm, and generally of a pale colour, with here and
there small red vessels distinctly ramifying and anastamosing in
the substance of the lining membrane, or immediately under it;
whilst the different motions of the palpebrze were performed
with an ease and facility not for some time experienced. = -,

Before the cure had thus far advanced, the vascularity of the
eyeball and the nebulosity of the cornea, were both found, in the
greater proportion of instances, to have decreased considerably,
and the degree of vision to have increased ; indeed, in many
cases, the two first symptoms entirely vanished with the affec-
tion of the lids, without any particular treatment, although; in
others again they continued, and demanded a distinct treatment,

s Google



1821.  Treated at the Ophthalmic Hospital, Chatham. 505

In some the increased vascularity of the conjunctive and
comeg remained, whilst in others the nebulous state of the lat-
ter alone existed, but in both states the plan of treatment pur-
sued was nearly the same, and consistedp in the constant use of
astringent and stimulating applications, such as the solut. argent.
nitrat., vinum opil, liquor l)lumbi acet., tinct. aloes et myrrhee,
tinct. benz. comp., aut pulv. e aloe hyd. submur. et sacch. alb.
composit., varied in strength according to circumstances. |

The solution of nitrate of silver was one of the remedies
which was most frequently employed, and was used sometimes
at first in the proportion of two grains to an ounce of water;
but, for the most part, it was soon increased to six grains, or even
more, and dropt between the lids night and morning. It was
found to answer best where there was a slight puriform dis-
charge, or where excoriations or ulcerations of the lining mem-
brane of the lids, or of the surface of the cornea, existed, or in
cases where that tunic was affected with a slight general nebu-
dosity, as in such forms of disease it often removed all the mor-
bid appearances in a very short time.

The vinum opii was not found so generally useful in the
chronic vascularity remaining afier the removal of granulations,
. as in the passive stages of the simple ophthalmia, its action not
appearing to be sufficiently active for the cure of the general
run of cases. It was however found, in a few instances, after
most of the other remedies had failed, to remove a troublesome
relaxation of the tunica conjunctiva covering the eyeballs, which
was now and then found to stand out, after the more consider=
able symptoms of disease had given way. -

The liquor plumbi acetatis, either pure or diluted with water,
was found to be a very useful remedy in the same form of dis-
ease as the vinum opii, and also where the relaxation extended
to the lining of the lids, and was coexistent with a considerable
degree of cEronic inflammation and puriform discharge. It was
found to prove very hurtful in all cases where either abrasions
or slight ulcerations of the cornese existed, as in them it pro<
duced a scale on their slough, * of the same extent as the loss of
substance, which was never without very great difficulty res
moved ; and in two or three cases that could not be effected.

Tinct. aloes et myrrhee et tinct. benz. comp. were employed
occasionally, more for the purpose of changing the action pro-

* My atterition was first particularly directed to this occurrence by Staff-Surgeon
Lindsey, whose acuteness of observation, zeal, and sound judgment, so well qualify
him for the practice of that branch of the profession which he follows, with honour
to himself, and great advantage to the Lritish army, ' -
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duced by the liquor Flnmbi acet., than on account of any speci-
fic effects they were found to produce. .
-The compound of aloes, calomel and sugar, * was used in & -
t number of instamces, and with very marked advantage,
or many cases which had withstood one or all of the other re-
medies, yielded readily to its continued use. It was found of
greatest utility in removin%lnebulnsity of the cornea, although
often it produced also much diminution of the vascularity of
eyeball ; though, where the latter existed to any considerable
degree, it was latterly but seldom employed, as it was found at
times to increase it, and even give rise to an acute attack of in-
flammation. A general dimness, or even a circumscribed dense
opacity of the cornea, remaining after the increased vascularity
had been in a great measure removed, were the symptoms found
to be most umEr its control, as they often suffered a very com-
siderable diminution in the course of twenty-four hours after it
was first used; and the patients expressed great astonishment
at the sudden improvement of their vision. ' o F
Under such circumstances, when it was cautiously and regu-
larly persevered in, it seldom failed to answer our utmost expec-
tations. It was used by making a portion of it fall on the antew
rior part of the eyeball (the lids having been previously well
opened), from a small piece of wood hollowed out like a spoon,
or a cut quill, every morning, and allowing it to remain there un-
der the palpebre till washed away by the tears. When it did
pot occasion much pain, or after using it for some time, the pa«
gient was desired to shut the lids the moment it was applied,
and keep them so for fifieen or twenty minutes, by which me-
thod its effects on the cornea were more certainly obtained.
‘When this application was found to occasion too much action,
it was weakened by adding an additional quantity of sugar, or,
when too mild, it was rendered more energetic by increasing
the proportion of calomel. |
When a degree of Ptosss, or inability to raise the upper lid,
was a sequel of the disease we have been describing, it was, in
all the instances, readily removed by rubbing the integuments
of the eyebrow and lid with a liniment composed of common oil
and tincture of Spanish flies, in the proportion of an ounce of
the former to halt an ounce of the latter, two ar three times a
day, or by applying the common sulphuric sther to the same

» B, Hydrarg. submur. $v.
Aloes socot. Byviij.

Sacch, albi. 3ij. M. fl. pulv.
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arts night and moming. In conjunction with the for
1g1g‘tret:§:ent, blisters were mmly applied either to.ﬁ:
‘temples, nape of the neck, back of the ears or arms, and were
found to be often of considerable advantage when they were
l:qit‘:]iisc}mrging for seme time. - -
g neral remedies employed were similar to those alrea~ -
dy detailed under the head of Chronic. Ophthalmia.
- During the latter part of the treatment, the patients were al-
Yowed to walk freely about in the open air: indeed, the bens-
fit which resulted ;mm such exposure, when the weather was
moderate, was often found to be so considerable, that it was laid
down as a rule at the Establishment to send those patients out
'of hospital in whom the inflammatory of the disease was
nearly removed, but the nebulosity of the ocornea continued,
without suffering much change from treatment. This proceed-
ing we seldom had occasion to regret, especially where steadi=
ness and sobriety marked the conduct of individuals; but even
wnder reverse circumstances, where the characters were of the
most dissipated and debauched description, the cornez were
ofter Founs to clear rapidly, and the remains of chronic inflam-
Tostion, which existed when they were discharged, to suffer a
speedy removal. +

In stating the latter circumstance, I by ne means intend to

gy that such a mode of proceeding was not htghl! reprehen-
sible, and frequently followed by severe and even fatal relaps-
€8 ; but I mention it merely to show, that the system pursued,
and which was adopted from our experience of its utility, was,
even under the most unfavourable circumstances, frequently
followed by the most salutary effects. Dry weather, with a me-
derate degree of heat, and a slight breeze of wind, praved most
beneficial ; m fact, th:d coexistence of those ﬁ::le qualities
peared necessary, In order to ensure sucoess, con
regulated in 8 great measure the periods of dischar 'n? as, if
‘they happened to be sent out in dull, rainy, or cloudy weather,
thei were nearly ocertain of returning with relapses; indeed,
such eccurrences could scarcely be guarded ageimst, even in
hospital, under similar circumstances. ~
oEFlliis subject, vie. the influence which the weather has in
ducing, modifying, retarding or promoting the cure of diseases
of the eye, has been hitherto too much neglected; and I am
confident, from what I have seen myself, that such a train of
inquiry could not fail to be of material consequence to the prac-
tical oculist ; and might discover to him methods for diminish-
.ing the frequency of such complaints, the greater part of which,

no doubt, derive their origin from particular states of the ate
mosphere.
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- Ltppitudo~Fonrteen patients labouring under this disease
-were admitted into hospital. In four of them, it was compli-
-cated with a good deal of pain, and active inflammation of the
-eyeballs ; but in the other ten, it was mild, and confined en-
tirely to the tarsi, and lining of the lids. In nine of the num-
ber, the attack was of but recent occurrence; whilst, in the re=-
maining five, it was of considerable standing, having existed,
as far as could be ascertained in one of them, for fourteen
-months; in two, for three years; in one for four, and in the
:last, for nineteen years; and was said to have been the sequel of
a previous attack of acute ophthalmia. S s
- The general symptoms were, more or less extensive excoria~
.tions of the edges of the tarsi; increased redness and thickenm
.of the palpebral lining, with muceous discharge, which glueﬁ
-the edges of the lids together during the night; slight soreness
-towards the commissures of the palpebrae, pﬂ-ﬂiﬂlﬁﬂ!‘] expe-
rienced on motion; itching, and an occasional hot, burning
-sensation towards both canthi, when the eyes were, for any con-
‘siderable time, withont being washed ; w{lilst the general ap-
pearance of the organs of vision themselves, indicated an -une
.pleasant degree of weakness and uneasiness, more easily cone
ceived than described. (e

- The cures were simple, expeditious, and very effectnal. ' In
the four instances alluded to, which were accompanied by slight
.ophthalmia, and in one or two others where the redness of the
lining of the lids was very considerably increased, a few leeches
.were applied to the upper part of the cheek or temple, and the
-eyes fomented for a day or two with a tepid Goulard lotion;
after which, the solution of nitrate of silver, six grains to ‘an
:ounce of water, was dropt between the lids twice a day, and
-the edges of the tarsi besmeared an hour sfterwards with dilute
+citrine ointment, or one compounded of red precipitate, prus-
" siate of iron, &c., * by means of a common camel Eair-pencil.
.~ If the latter was employed, which was generally done when the
. disease was either very indolent or found to be of long standing, as
its.effects were more stimulating than those of the other, it was
allowed to remain half an hour, or even longer, in contact with
the diseased parts; and then washed away by tepid water. By
. this time the inflammation of the parts to which it had been ap-
plied was generally pretty considerable; but that appearance, in
all the cases, now vanished, where the remedy was not actually

T e e e S L o T, e S = I =i — ——

. ® The exnct strength has,.at present, escaped my recollection ; and as I have not
.the means of ascertaining it at this moment, I must refer you to my letter, which
will soon follow this communication. ' |
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too strong. When the increased redness thus occasioned did
net suffer a spontaneous renewal, it was judged a sufficient rea~
son ftii:]r weakening it considerably, if not for discontinuing it al-
to er. .

en the dilute citrine ointment was preferred, it was gene-
rally allowed to remain in contact with the edges of the hds, till
wasied away by the lachrymal fluid. Whichever of the two
was employed, it was founcf' absolutely necessary to increase its
strength afier being used for some time, in order to ensure a
progressive amendment.

In the cases where no marks of increased vascular action were
exhibited on admission, the employment of the drops and oint-
ments just described was commenced directly upon the patient
being taken under treatment ; and, by continuing them regularly,
with proper attention to the bowels and personal cleanliness, the
-removal of the disease, in all the cases, was effected in a few days.

'Psorophthalmia.—Of this disease four examples occurred, all
of which were of a chronic description; in three both lids were
affected, whilst, in the fourth, it' was confined to the: lower.
In the first number, the edges of the tarsi, particularly the lower
ones, were thickly studded with small uleerated points of con-
siderable depth, discharging a thick yellow unctuous matter,
which, if not regularly washed away, soon concreted into small
little scabs on their surface; and in the fourth, the disease, as
has:been already observed, was confined to the lower lid, but
affected its whole internal surface, and was attended by such a
degree of thickening, as to cause nearly a complete ectropion.
The vascularity of the conjunctival lining was, in all the cases,
much increased ; and the patients complained of soreness and
stiffness on moving the lids, which, in consequence of the dry-
mess of the discharge, were found in general adhering together
in the morning. - In none of them were the eyeballs at all af-
fected. - - | |

In the treatment of this complaint, various washes and oint-
ments were tried on admission, but without any material advan-
tage; for the only way in which it appeared possible to cure it,
was by destroying effectually the diseased surface, by the appli-
.cation of some caustic. The nitrate of silver in sugstance Was
the one usually employed, and was applied by carrying its exa
tremity along the whole ulcerated surface. After the slough
.thus formed was thrown off, a strong watery solution of the same
substance was instilled night and morning between the lids,
which, with the use of the ointment of prussiate of iron, as de-
scribed under the head of Lippitudo, effectually removed all dis~

eased appearances.
( To be continued. )
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