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 GATE-HOUSE OF THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS, PH(ENIX PARK.

 The above is from a pencil sketch of the gate-house to
 the Zoological Gardens in the Phoenix Park, as seen from
 the interior of the Gardens. Having in our 76th number
 described their situation and extent, we have now only
 further to observe, that several improvements have recently
 been made in the laying out of the grounds and disposing
 of the animals, so as to be seen to the best advantage,
 and that several valuable additions have been made to
 the collection. The active spirit of improvement, which
 we mentioned as having been at that time introduced, has
 gone on with unabated vigour to the present time, when
 it may be well said that the Gardens are in a state of
 beauty and order which is at once gratifying to the public
 and creditable to the Society. The Council have recently,
 in addition to the usual purchase of animals, adopted the
 system of hiring, for a limited time, any of the more rare
 and costly animals which may be beyond their reach as
 purchasers. In this way a rhinoceros was exhibited, and
 an elephant has lately arrived. In the Ruminantia the
 collection is most valuable; the specimen of the camel
 especially being a very beautiful one; and in most other
 orders of the higher classes of the animal kingdom there
 are specimens of great interest--such as the lioness, the
 pumas, of which there are a pair, and many others. There-
 ore, even to those who visited these Gardens a year or two
 since, a second visit must now prove interesting. To the
 philosophic mind there cannot be a more fitting subject
 for contemplation than the general order and variety of
 created beings. This, indeed, is a truth so palpable that
 it may appear unnecessary to repeat it: and yet it is still
 far from being fully appreciated by thousands who gaze at
 the infinitely varied forms around them, without experi-
 encing any other sensation than that which attends the
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 display of bright and beautiful colours--an excitement of the senses, not of the reason. To remove this apathy, and
 induce reflection, is one of the great objects of all collec-
 tions of natural history, and in none is it so well effected
 as in those of rare and living animals. Early habit has
 rendered so familiar the more common animals, that we
 scarcely notice their existence more than we do that of
 the air we breathe, or of the earth we walk on-whilst
 the sudden and momentary exhibition of the more rare,
 overpowers our faculties, and leaves us rather wondering
 than thinking. Between these extremes there is placed
 the effect attending a well regulated menagerie, as it at
 once kindles curiosity, and gives time for reflection. How
 widely different, indeed, is their tendency to that of the
 barbarous shows of the ancients, when in the amphi-
 theatre, hundreds of noble animals were immolated to
 gratify a savage thirst for blood. Assuredly there cannot
 be a better school to which to introduce the young to
 whom we wish to impart a knowledge of natural history,
 than a Zoological Garden. Here animals of every size
 and species, of every clime and country-birds of every
 wing and every colour-lions and tigers-hyaenas, leo-
 pards, monkeys, and squirrels-ostriches and emus-
 macaws and parrots-pelicans of the wilderness, partridges,
 and pheasants-hawks, herons, eagles, tortoises, &c. are
 brought before the eye, and fixing the attention, produce
 the natural inquiry where does each come from, and what
 its nature and particular characteristics. Indeed it is in
 this way that natural history is best taught to children, as
 they will thus retain in their memory with very little trou-
 ble any information that may be imparted relative to the
 beasts or birds which they have seen and examined.
 In our present number we give a drawing and description
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