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China

HAve you hEard of WeibO? 
Well, yOu probably have if you come from ChinA or 
have spent much tiMe there. WeibO is a microblogging 
site – essentially thE Chinese version of TWitter –  
with more tHan 460 million monthly aCtive users!
Jon Taylor | Deputy Director

 T
RAFFIC – the wildlife trade 

monitoring network – have a 

very active team in China, and 

on World Rhino Day 2019 we 

supported TRAFFIC’s China team 

to share vital rhino conservation 

messages (just like these below)

through Weibo. Each campaign 

message was carefully created with 

high-risk consumers 

in mind, so that when 

an individual reads a 

post, it has the greatest 

possible impact.

Meanwhile, on the 

same day in Beijing, 

a public workshop on 

sustainable tourism was 

shared, highlighting the 

threat that the illegal 

wildlife trade brings to 

rhinos. The workshop 

reached many within 

the tourism industry, 

with an audience 

including leading 

travel agencies, industry partners and 

interested tourists themselves. 

Throughout the workshop – organised with our 

partners WWF and TRAFFIC – participants learnt 

about responsible tourism and the domestic 

and international laws that relate to illegal 

wildlife products.

Persuading people in any part of the world 

to change their behaviour takes a long time, 

particularly if they see that behaviour as part of their 

tradition and self-identity. Just try persuading the 

Brits to eat less fish and chips! The work is complex 

and progress can be difficult to see, but learning 

new ways of valuing wildlife and nature is vital if the 

current trend of biodiversity loss is to be reversed.

Working with partners in countries where the 

demand for illegal rhino horn is high, we’re 

confident that we can make change happen.

 Wild rhinOs are threatened  

by poaching and the illeGal  

wildlife traDe, driven by people's 

demand for the Horns.

 using RhinO products  

as decorations or for 

traditiOnal medicine is nO 

longer socially acceptable.

 There is A ban on the doMestic 

traDe of Rhino horn in ChinA 

and punishments can be seriOus.

World RHino Day 

In CHinA
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