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ABSTRACT 

Official figures in Africa indicate that 1,349 rhinos were killed in 
2015. This marked the most critical moment of the current rhino 
poaching crisis that began in 2008. This trend has since reversed 
to the minimum of 1,124 poached rhinos achieved in 2017. 
Although this brings hope, this emergency is still a formidable 
challenge that needs to be tackled from a multi-angle approach 
including anti-poaching collaboration among countries to 
enforce effective wildlife crime laws, target campaigns in the 
illegal horn rhino end-user countries like China and Vietnam, 
and the adoption of cutting-edge technology by governmental 
agencies and conservationist NGOs. 

In this talk, we will highlight the recent efforts of Peace Parks 
Foundation (PPF), the advocate for the creation of transfrontier 
conservation areas in South Africa, and Microsoft to address this 
crisis. We will explain how, through the joint use of deep 
learning and Cloud, PPF and Microsoft developed a fast and 
accurate potential poacher detection solution that allows PPF to 
allocate the park resources in a smarter and more efficient 
manner. 
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