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Contact OKC Zoo

CLICK ON THE RHINO RESOURCE CENTER

The rhinoceros  i s  a  fas cinating animal . I  s ay so, and many people
agree with me, given that the animal  appears  in at leas t 23,000
publ ications  ranging from books  to s cienti fi c papers  to popular
s tories . In the olden days , before the advent of the Internet, i t was
a  time-consuming and s trenuous  tas k to retrieve what was  wri tten
about the animals . Many hours  had to be spent in l ibraries , many
days  were taken up by travel  to dis tant places  to dis cover
references  not ava i lable elsewhere. Maybe i t was  hard work, but

a lways  exci ting, because you would never know what amazing facts  could be found on the next page
that you would read. And even a fter 50 years  looking for rhinos  on the printed page, I  s ti l l  find facts
and observations  which are new or unexpected.
I  had chosen the recent species  of rhinoceros  as  a  focus  of s tudy as  a  young teenager, even before I
took up the s tudy of biology and Univers i ty. Every Wednesday a fternoon I  used to go to the Arti s  Library
in Amsterdam, learning much about bibl iography, about zoologica l  hi s tory, about early travels  in
dis tant lands  and about genera l  zoology. I  wrote notes  in an ever-growing s tack of notebooks , where
poss ible I  col lected photocopies  of the more important i tems .
In 2004, when webs i tes  had become fashionable, I  di s cus sed my col lection with the Dutch rhino
ecologis t Nico van Strien. He as ked his  s on Wi l lem to cons truct a  new framework for a  webs i te, which
is  s ti l l  serving us  wel l . Of course s ince that time the number of i tems  has  grown exponentia l ly, partly
because some less  wel l -known i tems  have become ava i lable from the scanning of l ibraries , partly
because every year a lmost a  thousand new publ ications  are wri tten and publ i s hed. We now a ls o have
a  smal l  team of dedicated volunteer s pecia l i s t edi tors  to add i tems  in thei r field of interes t.
It i s  recognised that for conservationis ts  in the range s tates  acces s  to publ ications  in l ibraries
remains  di ffi cul t. But everywhere, busy profes s iona ls , including zoo curators  and keepers , may not
have enough time to search for everything that i s  being done in thei r field of interes t. When you come
to work in the morning, you may find the rhinoceros  in the enclosure s howing some new kind of
behaviour, and you wonder i f people and other zoos  have seen the same thing. Vis i tors  may ask the
lates t progress  in conservation in Namibia  or in Sumatra , and where do you find that information?
That i s  when you cl i ck on the Rhino Res ource Center (RRC). There you wi l l  find a l l  the la tes t publ i s hed
information, eas i ly access ible, readable, and completely free of charge. Updated a lmos t da i ly. Of
course, you may s ti l l  need to find what you want and read through s evera l  papers , but i t i s  a  useful
and enl ightening experience.
There i s  no l imit to what you find on the RRC about a  rhinoceros . There a lso i s  an extens ive picture
ga l lery, now with a lmost 4500 images , both his torica l  and recent. The RRC sends  out a  quarterly
news letter l i s ting the la tes t publ ications , usua l ly accompanied by news  about new books  or
interesting articles  or forthcoming conferences .
If you love the rhinoceros , vi s i t the Rhino Resource Center once a  month, and I  think you wi l l  find much
to reward your efforts  and pique your curios i ty.
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