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Mr. E. N. Buxrox: My Lord, I beg to introduce this Deputa-
tion from the Society for the I‘u*w:mnmn of the Wild Fauna of the
Empire. We had the privilege of waiting on your }}JL{]{‘{L%m i
year ago, and we felt that matters had marched since then: a
great many settlers have come into your dominions, which rather
lm.uh the aspeet of the case ; and, besides that, we ﬂ:ﬂ not get all
that we hoped to have got l.tat year, although we had a most
sympathetic answer from Mr. Liyttelton. {_}rw of the most im-
portant things which the Society emphasised was the ne LEHH]L‘}’ of
spending more money upon the preservation of the species. We
think that we have now a stronger case for asking that, more
especially in British East Africa.

You were kind enough to send to the Society a number of
despatehes of great lﬂtLl[*HL from your Commissioners, dealing with
thig subjeet, and we find, w}m.t some of us knew hvfma- iln,lj the
actual revenue in Hast M'] 1ca from licences and fines fmm oatne-
hunters amounts to something like £10,000 a year, to say nothing
of the very large indirect e ‘{lwmill.nw such as freight on railways,
which is v}.pmuh*{] in the country ; and we think that on the lowest
ground we can ask you to require a larger expenditure on watching
and super vision than has hitherto h{*vn the case. The Sub- {_;nm-
migsioner, in the report which you sent to us, deals with this
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letter from a very old servant of the Crown, with regard to whom
there is no one who can be said to have had equal experience in
the matter (I refer to Sir John Kirk). HU says : ‘ But I am certain
that nothing but well-chosen and strictly preserved reserves will

save the game from extermination.” That, I think, is an opinion
wim'h will carry weight with everybody who knows Africa.

I will ask Lord Curzon of Kedleston to say a few words.

Liord Curzon: Lord Elgin, although I was invited to do so, I
did not like to assume the ILH}J(]HH]]}]IH}-’ of introducing this influ-
ential Deputation to you this morning, because I do not myself
possess the familiarity with the conditions and state of the reserves
in Afriea which would enable me to address you with anything
like the authority that Mr. Buxton has; still, I am very gl ¥i
indeed to say a few words on the general qllt"htlﬂlt of principle
which was raised by Mr. Buxton in the concluding part of his
remarks, and about which he read that {“{LLuim;ﬁy welghty pro-
nouncement from Sir John Kirk. I think, perhaps, I have some
little right to do so, because the question of game, which I think
did not come very pmrmm-nﬂy fo the front in India during your
time, did attract the notice of the Government of India in mine.
We found that in India the same conditions existed to a large
extent which Mr. Buxton has described as existing in South
Africa.

We find in India a progressive diminution of many interest-
ing and valuable types of animal life, which is due to a
number of causes, the impr{wmr:ult of firearms, the inereasing
depredations of the natives, sometimes to protect their crops—
which, of course, 1s a very worthy reason—sometimes to obtain
food for themselves again a very proper reason—sometimes, alas,
for the money to be derived from the sale of skins and hides.
Well, looking at the question in India, we came to the conclusion
that there were two ways of dealing with that diminution of those
types of animal life : one is by more stringent Game Laws, and
the other 18 by reserves. Now, in regard to India, your familiarity
with that u:*mm’r.n«, my Lord, will remind you that we have existing
in India, owing to natural eauses, perhaps, the greatest extent of
reserves in the world., In the first place we have our forest reserves,
which, no doubt, were ereated in the first place for the growth and
preservation of timber, but which constitute indirectly a sort of
reserve for game ; then the Native States in India, particularly
when you have a sporting Rajah at the head, are in themselves &
sort of reserve ; and, hmulhf, all along the north of Indi a you have
under the mountains the Icmg..l; strip of Nepaul, which, as at present
administered, is perhaps the finest natural game preserve in the
world. Therefore in India we have not to look at the question
from the same point of view as in Africa ; we have not got to
create reserves, because they exist ; and in India we were devoting
ourselves, when I left the country, to an alteration and a strengthen-
ing of the Game Laws.

Now we turn fo Africa, about which Mr. Buxton has been
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speaking. There, as I understand, the conditions are absolutely
the inverse: we have the Game Laws which have been devised in
all the different Protectorates, many of which I have seen, which
seem to me to be most skilfully and properly adapted to the vary
ing conditions, differing, as they do, in different parts, and which,
as Mr. Buxton has just said, are adnrinistered by high-minded and
intelligent officers. Therefore we do not come to you now to ask
you for any strengthening of the Game Laws, but we turn to the
other hranch of the subject, namely the reserves, and we come to
you and ask you to use your great influence to supply those
onditions which will make the reserves effective. Do not let us,
who are enthusiasts upon this matter, for a moment conceal the
lact that a case is made out, I do not say a strong case, but that
an argument is made ouf against this poliey of reserves. Lef us
admit that, and let us be prepared to contest it. I have read the
correspondence in the papers to which Mr. Buxton alluded, and I
am well aware that there are people who protest against these
reserves on agricultural grounds, on economical grounds, on the
grounds of protection for the natives, and on the grounds of the
depredations alleged to be committed by the wild game which tend
to collect inside these reserves. In my view all those arguments
are important, and it will be the greatest mistake 1n the world to
brush them on one side as worthless, because they are held by
serious people, and people whose opinions carry weight, and what
we have to do rather is to balance the ease and to see what 1s to
be gaid on the other side, and to inform our minds as to whether
we are justified in asking you to decide on the whole in favour of
reserves rather than against them.

[ should be disposed myself to put the argument rather on
different grounds from those which were adopted by Mr. Buxton.
Although I hope I may regard myself as a keen sportsman, 1 will
not look at the matter from the hunter’s point of view ; 1 do not
think you ought to simply defend these reserves in order to pro-
vide shooting for young officials, be they officials of the Govern-
ment or be they globe-trotters. Nor, again, do I think one ought
to defend them mainly from what I may call the naturalist’s point
of view, I mean the point of view of the man who says ‘ You have
your great museums in London, you have your Zioological
Gardens : now let us provide live specimens for the one, and let
us provide dead specimens for the other. I believe myself that
zoos and museums have a great educative influence in the lives of
people, but at the same time 1 should not maintain that a special
system of game preservation should bs instituted in Africa or any-
where else simply in order to fill our museums or zoos.

There is another argument which Mr, Buxton mentioned
which again makes me a little caretul not to exaggerate, and that
is a8 to the financial side of the question. He comes to you and
he says: ‘Now so popular is this sport, and so large ave the
sums of money which arve derived from if, that it is really from the
financial point of view rather a good thing for the Government.’
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I think it is a potent argument, in so far as if large sums are
received by the Government we can legitimately ask the Govern-
ment to utilise those sums for the extension of the policy which
we are advocating ; but I would not like to lay too much stress
upon that point of view, either ; and the argument which I should
like to submit to your point of view, my Lord, is this, that we owe
the preservation of these interesting and valuable, and sometimes
disappearing, types of animal life as a dufy to nature and to the
world., 1 have seen enough of the world in travelling to know
not merely that many of these types have irretrievably gone, but
that owing to the seandalous neglect of our predecessors there are
others which are tending to dwindle and disappear now. We are
the owners of the greatest Empire in the universe ; we are con-
tinually using language which implies that we are the trustees for
posterity of the Kmpire, but we are also the trustees for posterity
of the natural contents of that Empire, and among them I do
undoubtedly place these rare and interesting types of animal life
to which I have referred.

I hope I have said enough, without horing you, to indicate that
there really is a strong case to be made out for the policy of
reserves which we are putting hefore vou to-day. I am willing at
once to say, as regards reserves, be as careful as you can as to
where you allocate them: put them in places suitable for their
purpose, and not ineonvenient or unsuitable to the needs of others ;
then, when you have got them, have an efficient body of watch-
men, sufliciently large in order to make the reserves effective, and
also do not, in the interests of sport or for any other reason, allow
the earnivora, dangerous wild animals, inside the reserves to
multiply at the expense of the innocuous and beautiful specimens
of animal life which we really desire to preserve. In a word, |
think we may say that reserves which I am advoeating to you
oughf to exist not for the eratification of the sportsman, but for
the preservation of interesting types of animal life. If we can
ground ourselves upon that principle, Lord Elgin, I think we shall
stand well both with the public and with the officials of the
Government, and I hope we may on those grounds, if on no other,
commend our ¢ase to your sympathy this morning.

Mr. 1. N. Buxrox: I have asked Mr. Austen to say a few
words on the important point of disease-carrying by animals, and
the tsetse fly.

Mr. E. 18, Avstex : My Lord, with regard to this point which
has been brought up recently in the daily Press by people who,
perhaps, were not altogether quite qualified to write about it, there
are one or two things to be said which I venture to think are of
extreme importance. As, of course, you are aware, a great deal of
attention is being attracted at the present time to the question of
the sleeping sickness. Before that, attention was attracted for a
cerfain time by the investigation into malaria, to a very common
disease in domestic animals, commonly known as tsetse fly, or
nagana. DBoth these diseases, the tsetse-fly disease, or nagana,
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