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Abstract. Colin groVes was one of the world’s leading anthropologists, primatologists and mammalian 
taxonomists. This bibliography with 775 entries contains all his publications, including books, chapters 
in books, scientific and popular articles, book reviews, obituaries and letters or articles in newspapers. 
There is a list of 62 taxa described by Colin groVes and six eponyms. 
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INTRODUCTION

After a long battle with throat cancer, Colin groVes passed away in his home in Canberra, 
Australia on 30 November 2017. Although retired, Colin continued to work in his office at the 
Australian National University, surrounded by thousands of books and reprints, filing cabinets 
overflowing with letters and papers, and surrounded by his colleagues. He enjoyed working in 
this space in the basement which he had occupied since he came to Australia in 1973.

Colin was one of the world’s leading anthropologists, primatologists and mammalian taxo-
nomists. Some of his achievements and research interests were highlighted in a Festschrift that 
was presented to him in 2015, with contributions by fellow scientists from across the globe 
(Behie & oxenham 2015). 

His contributions to his fields of interests were as outstanding as they were varied. He descri-
bed many (62, see below) new species and subspecies or higher taxa of mammals, he wrote 
books on mammalian classification and evolution and apes, he was active in the Australian 
Skeptic consortium, he had interests in cryptozoology, he cared about animal conservation. He 
was one of the few taxonomists whose knowledge spanned several orders, from bushbabies to 
kangaroos, from rhinos to duikers. Everybody who has been to a zoo can differentiate a giraffe 
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from a hippopotamus, but it is rare to find a person who can easily distinguish the skull of an 
Indian rhinoceros from a Javan one, or even one of the subspecies. Like a wine connoisseur, 
one often had the feeling that Colin knew exactly on which side of the hill a certain specimen 
had been collected. 

Earlier obituaries (e.g. Wirth 2017, 2018, argue 2018, Behie 2018, gippoLiti 2018, grenViLLe 
et al. 2018, meiJaard 2018, Wood 2018, Wood & andreWs 2018) have comment ed on Col in’s 
ability and willingness to share his expertise with others. Most emails with requests about 
widely varying topics would be answered promptly, usually the same day, and with comments 
which were always helpful and thought-provoking. He was part of many networks of scientisists, 
of course with many mutual benefits.

Colin wrote books on gorillas, marsupials, ungulates and papers about a wide spectrum of 
mammals. However, we are happy to say that the rhinoceros ranked high on his list of loved 
ones. He wrote about them, described one new subspecies (Dicerorhinus sumatrensis harris-
soni), elevated the Nile rhinoceros from subspecific to specific rank, was for a while a member 
of the IUCN/SSC African and Asian Rhino Specialists Groups, but moreover filled his house 

Fig. 1. Colin P. groVes. As pictured by Zdeněk Burian and published by Vratislav mazák (1977: 231; 
1986: 245).
Obr. 1. Potrét Colina P. groVese nakreslený Zdeňkem Burianem a publikovaný Vratislavem mazákem 
(1977: 231; 1986: 245).
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Table 1. Number of publications by Colin P. groVes
Tab. 1. Počty poblikací Colina P. groVese 

year item with  book chapter article newspaper total  percentage
 co-author     per year 
rok spoluatorství kniha kapitola článek noviny ročně celkem podíl

1963    1  1 0.13
1964    0  0 0.00
1965    2  2 0.26
1966 2 1  2  3 0.39
1967 2   9  9 1.16
1968    3  3 0.39
1969    4  4 0.52
1970 2 2 2 4  8 1.03
1971   1 5  6 0.77
1972 2  2 3  5 0.65
1973 1   2  2 0.26
1974 2 2 1 4  7 0.90
1975 2   7  7 0.90
1976 2   5  5 0.65
1977 1  1 5 1 7 0.90
1978 4   9 3 12 1.55
1979 1   6  6 0.77
1980 1  1 4 2 7 0.90
1981 1   9 1 10 1.29
1982 2   8 1 9 1.16
1983 5   8 2 10 1.29
1984 1  1 7 3 11 1.42
1985 6  2 14 1 17 2.19
1986 2  4 4 3 11 1.42
1987 4  3 5 2 10 1.29
1988 7  1 10 1 12 1.55
1989 8 2 27 7 3 39 5.03
1990 7  4 8 4 16 2.06
1991 2 1 2 6 6 15 1.94
1992 5  2 8 4 14 1.81
1993 10  17 12 2 31 4.00
1994 4  1 8  9 1.16
1995 6  2 13 5 20 2.58
1996 3  1 11 3 15 1.94
1997 1  4 9 1 14 1.81
1998 3   9 3 12 1.55
1999 3  1 8 6 15 1.94
2000 10  8 13 3 24 3.10
2001 3 1 3 7 2 13 1.68
2002 9  2 11 1 14 1.81
2003 4  9 7  16 2.06
2004 12 1 8 11 1 21 2.71
2005 5  9 7 2 18 2.32
2006 7  12 8  20 2.58
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with hundreds of rhino statues and collected some rhino prints. It is a pity that his recognition 
of the Nile rhinoceros (Ceratotherium cottoni), based on a life-time of universally acclaimed 
taxonomic research, has become of point of discussion, for reasons which he could not understand 
as genetic findings by others very nearly matched his own.

The bibliography which follows has 775 entries (Table 1). Colin wrote much, and he wrote 
well. His scientific output after retirement continued unabated and many of his more searching 
papers were written in the last years before his sad death. His insights will be missed. His per-
sonality will be missed. His understanding of his areas of interest will be missed. Colin groVes 
was a scientist of top rank.

TAXA DESCRIBED BY COLIN groVes

Taxa names are in original forms, current names and their association with order and family in 
parenthesis follow WiLson & reeder (2005) or ASM Mammal Diversity Database (MDD 2018), 
when published in or after 2005. Two current names indicate a discrepancy between WiLson 
& reeder (2005) and MDD (2018) [* according to Veron et al. 2015 and duckWorth et al. 
2016]. Taxa are arranged according to the taxon name group, chronologically and alphabetically.

F a m i l y   g r o u p   n a m e s
Peroryctinae Groves et Flannery, 1990 (Peramelemorphia: Peramelidae)
Setonichini Jackson et Groves, 2015 (Diprotodontia: Macropodidae)

Table 1. (continued)
Tab. 1. (pokračování)

year item with  book chapter article newspaper total  percentage
 co-author     per year 
rok spoluatorství kniha kapitola článek noviny ročně celkem podíl

2007 7  3 12 2 17 2.19
2008 32 2 5 33  40 5.16
2009 6   9  9 1.16
2010 7   20 1 21 2.71
2011 9 1 4 6 3 14 1.81
2012 3  7 3 2 12 1.55
2013 46  56 8  64 8.26
2014 7  1 11  12 1.55
2015 7 1  9  10 1.29
2016 18 1 4 18 1 24 3.10
2017 17  3 23  26 3.35
2018 7  1 8  9 1.16

in press / v tisku 4 1 3 3  7 0.90
total / úhrnem 322 16 216 468 75 775 100.00



259

G e n u s   g r o u p   n a m e s
Hoolock Mootnick et Groves, 2005 (Primates: Hylobatidae) 
Carlito Groves et Shekelle, 2010 (Primates: Tarsiidae) 
Cheracebus Byrne, Rylands, Carneiro, Alfaro, Bertuol, da Silva, Messias, Groves, Mittermeier, Farias, 

Hrbek, Schneider, Sampaio et Boubli, 2016 (Primates: Pitheciidae) 
Plecturocebus Byrne, Rylands, Carneiro, Alfaro, Bertuol, da Silva, Messias, Groves, Mittermeier, Farias, 

Hrbek, Schneider, Sampaio et Boubli, 2016 (Primates: Pitheciidae) 
Paragalago Masters, Génin, Couette, Groves, Nash, Delpero et Pozzi, 2017 (Primates: Galagonidae) 

S p e c i e s   g r o u p   n a m e s
Didermocerus sumatrensis harrissoni Groves, 1965 (Perissodactyla: Rhinocerotidae) [= Dicerorhinus 

sumatrensis harrissoni]
Asinus hemionus kulan Groves et Mazák, 1967 (Perissodactyla: Equidae) [= Equus hemionus kulan]
Diceros bicornis ladoensis Groves, 1967 (Perissodactyla: Rhinocerotidae) [= Diceros bicornis minor]
Hylobates hoolock leuconedys Groves, 1967 (Primates: Hylobatidae) [= Bunopithecus hoolock leuconedys 

or Hoolock leuconedys] 
Hylobates lar carpenteri Groves, 1968 (Primates: Hylobatidae)
Cephalophus weynsi lestradei Groves et Grubb, 1974 (Artiodactyla: Bovidae)
†Homo ergaster Groves et Mazák, 1975 (Primates: Hominidae)
Felis margarita harrisoni Hemmer, Grubb et Groves, 1976 (Carnivora: Felidae)
Lophocebus albigena osmani Groves, 1978 (Primates: Cercopithecidae) [= Lophocebus albigena osmani 

or Lophocebus osmani]
Sus scrofa davidi Groves, 1981 (Artiodactyla: Suidae)
Sus verrucosus blouchi Groves, 1981 (Artiodactyla: Suidae)
Muntiacus atherodes Groves et Grubb, 1982 (Artiodactyla: Cervidae)
Cervus duvaucelii ranjitsinhi Groves, 1983 (Artiodactyla: Cervidae) [= Rucervus duvaucelii ranjitsinhi]
Hippotragus niger anselli Groves, 1983 (Artiodactyla: Bovidae)
Gazella bilkis Groves et Lay, 1985 (Artiodactyla: Bovidae) [= Gazella arabica bilkis or Gazella bilkis]
Phalanger celebensis feileri Groves, 1987 (Diprotodontia: Phalangeridae) [= Strigocuscus celebensis  

feileri] 
Muntiacus muntjak menglalis Wang et Groves, 1988 (Artiodactyla: Cervidae)
Dorcopsis luctuosa phyllis Groves et Flannery, 1989 (Diprotodontia: Macropodidae)
Dorcopsis muelleri yapeni Groves et Flannery, 1989 (Diprotodontia: Macropodidae)
Mallomys gunung Flannery, Aplin et Groves, 1989 (Rodentia: Muridae))
Mallomys istapantap Flannery, Aplin et Groves, 1989 (Rodentia: Muridae))
Phaner furcifer electromontis Groves et Tattersall, 1991 (Primates: Cheirogaleidae) [= Phaner elec-

tromontis]
Phaner furcifer pallescens Groves et Tattersall, 1991 (Primates: Cheirogaleidae) [= Phaner pallescens]
Phaner furcifer parienti Groves et Tattersall, 1991 (Primates: Cheirogaleidae) [= Phaner parienti]
Gazella bennettii karamii Groves, 1993 (Artiodactyla: Bovidae)
Gazella bennettii shikarii Groves, 1993 (Artiodactyla: Bovidae)
Gazella gazella darehshourii Karami et Groves, 1993 (Artiodactyla: Bovidae)
Uromys anak albiventer Groves et Flannery, 1994 (Rodentia: Muridae)
Uromys boeadii Groves et Flannery, 1994 (Rodentia: Muridae))
Uromys emmae Groves et Flannery, 1994 (Rodentia: Muridae)
Bubalus arnee theerapati Groves, 1996 (Artiodactyla: Bovidae) [= Bubalus bubalis theerapati or B. 

arnee theerapati]
Gazella gazella acaciae Mendelssohn, Groves et Shalmon, 1997 (Artiodactyla: Bovidae)
Prionailurus bengalensis heaneyi Groves, 1997 (Carnivora: Felidae)
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Prionailurus bengalensis rabori Groves, 1997 (Carnivora: Felidae)
Sus philippensis oliveri Groves, 1997 (Artiodactyla: Suidae) [= Sus oliveri]
Zaglossus attenboroughi Flannery et Groves, 1998 (Monotremata: Tachyglossidae)
Zaglossus bartoni diamondi Flannery et Groves, 1998 (Monotremata: Tachyglossidae)
Zaglossus bartoni smeenki Flannery et Groves, 1998 (Monotremata: Tachyglossidae)
Cheirogaleus minusculus Groves, 2000 (Primates: Cheirogaleidae)
Cheirogaleus ravus Groves, 2000 (Primates: Cheirogaleidae)
Cephalophus nigrifrons hypoxanthus Grubb et Groves, 2002 (Artiodactyla: Bovidae)
Cephalophus silvicultor curticeps Grubb et Groves, 2002 (Artiodactyla: Bovidae)
Gazella bennettii salinarum Groves, 2003 (Artiodactyla: Bovidae)
Moschiola kathygre Groves et Meijaard, 2005 (Artiodactyla: Tragulidae)
Tarsius lariang Merker et Groves, 2006 (Primates: Tarsiidae)
Tarsius tumpara Shekelle, Groves, Merker et Supriatna, 2008 (Primates: Tarsiidae)
Paradoxurus stenocephalus Groves, Rajapaksha et Manemandra-Arachchi, 2009 (Carnivora: Viverridae) 

[= Paradoxurus zeylonensis*] 
Cheirogaleus andysabini Lei, McLain, Frasier, Taylor, Bailey, Engberg, Ginter, Nash, Randriamampionona, 

Groves, Mittermeier et Louis Jr., 2015 (Primates: Cheirogaleidae)
Cheirogaleus shethi Frasier, Lei, McLain, Taylor, Bailey, Ginter, Nash, Randriamampionona, Groves, 

Mittermeier et Louis Jr., 2016 (Primates: Cheirogaleidae)
Hoolock tianxing Fan, He, Chen, Ortiz, Zhang, Zhao, Li, Zhang, Kimock, Wang, Groves, Turvey, Roos, 

Helgen et Jian, 2016 (Primates: Hylobatidae)
Loris tardigradus parvus Gamage, Groves, Marikar, Turner, Padmalal et Kotagama, 2017 (Primates: 

Lorisidae)
Loris lydekkerianus uva Gamage, Groves, Marikar, Turner, Padmalal et Kotagama, 2017 (Primates: 

Lorisidae)
Pongo tapanuliensis Nurcahyo, Meijaard, Nowak, Fredriksson et Groves, 2017 (Primates: Hominidae)
Tarsius spectrumgurskyae Shekelle, Groves, Maryanto et Mittermeier, 2017 (Primates: Tarsiidae)
Tarsius supriatnai Shekelle, Groves, Maryanto et Mittermeier, 2017 (Primates: Tarsiidae)

EPONYMS
†Lenomys grovesi Musser, 2015 (Rodentia: Muridae)
Rabdion grovesi Amarasinghe, Vogel, Mcguire, Sidik, Supriatna et Ineich, 2015 (Squamata: Colubri- 

dae)
†Bubalus grovesi Rozzi, 2017 (Artiodactyla: Bovidae)
Cheirogaleus grovesi McLain, Lei, Frasier, Taylor, Bailey, Robertson, Nash, Randriamanana, Mittermeier 

et Louis Jr., 2017 (Primates: Cheirogaleidae)
Plecturocebus grovesi Boubli, Byrne, da Silva, Silva, Costa Araújo, Bertuol, Gonçalves, Melo, Rylands, 

Mittermeier, Silva, Nash, Canale, de M. Alencar, Rossi, Carneiro, Sampaio, Farias, Schneider et Hrbek, 
2018 (Primates: Pitheciidae)

Sus sp. [proposed manuscrit name: grovesi] Rose et Grubb (Artiodactyla: Suidae) [This species (from the 
Sulu Archipelago in the Philippines) was described in 2003 in an unpublished manuscript by Karen 
rose and Peter gruBB but their analysis remains to be confirmed through additional craniometric and 
genetic analysis (meiJaard & Braasch 2018).]

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY

This list of publications is based on a number of versions maintained by Colin himself and  
found on his computer after his death. This initial list was checked and edited. Online searches 
provided some additional items. Colin also left a file of newspaper clippings, often letters to 
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the editors of newspapers based in Canberra, where Colin and Phyllis lived. This bibliography 
contains all references that could be retrieved, including books, chapters in books, scientific 
and popular articles, book reviews, obituaries and letters or articles in newspapers signed by 
Colin groVes.

The bibliography is arranged chronologically. Within each year, references are given in a set 
order, starting with books, followed by chapters in books and articles. The latter are arranged 
by name of journal in alphabetical order. All titles of books and articles are given in full, journal 
names are not abbreviated. Animal names are given with initial capitals. At the end we have 
listed some publications “in press” or “in prep.” as far as these could be ascertained. Some 
citations are incomplete in spite of our effort – we will appreciate if you bring to our notion 
any missing details or any publications not included.

The authors wish to record their great gratitude to Phyllis groVes (née dance), who has helped 
us to access Colin’s works at a time when our hearts were filled with grief from the great loss 
of this remarkable scholar and friend.
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