THE EXTINCTION OF ANIMALS.

———

INDIA'S NEED OF GAME LAWS.

It i hard for even the scientisi to realise the
immensity of the changes effected by human
agenc in the fauns of the world. Man has, us
it were, turned nature upside down, He slome
of all the wingless terrestriai animals has devised
a met.hod{of crossing the ocesn, nature’s greatest
barrier to migration, Ho has taken his domestio
animals with him in his wandecings. Hence it
is that barren rocks and islands of which the
lizard is the bighest indigenous animal caa to-day
boast of quite a mammalian fauna, The rabsit
the sheep, the dog, and the horse are ruw-Qa
at home in Aasiralia, a country far removed Trom
their original birchplace, In she-t, man has
changed the whole geographical distribution of
animals. Theu, again, the breeder has produces
maoy new anim:ls and totally aliercd the
characters of others, ) ' :

But the greatest of the effects produced by
man, and the one which alone concerns' us here
is the extinotion of many species.. Not that
natuce was ever gtationary, Bafore the advent
of man, old species were, owing to natural caunses
continually disappearing, to be replaced by new
ones more fisted to bold their own 1n the straggle
for existence, Man, on the other Haud, causes a
species to become extinct without being able to
supply another in its, place.” The huge flying
reptiles—the pterodactyles and ‘dinosaurs—are
now ng more. Nature cansed their destruction
only to replace them by birds and mammals. But
what is to take the place of the whale:snd the
dlephant if tuey are swept off the face of the
earth by man ? Iu this there lies the essential
difference between extinction due to natural
‘causes and that brought about by man. - .

Man has many victims. The etephant, ‘the
rhinoceros, the. whale, the wnleus, the tiger, the
lion, the ibex, gnd the bear will ere long - be
uothing but a memory, " Nay more, it is ‘niot too
much " to assect -that, but for. recent legislation.
|before the twentieth century had closed _sl|
wild animals of any: size, which haves com-
-meroial value or which ureshot by the sports-
min, would hava ceased to exist; " We: may. go
yet further, and say that in a couple of hundred
years there would not bave ‘been a single. large
animal left wild upon the earth, The present
fauna would have been - replaced by a set of

pigmies, B : ‘ :
Let us look for-a moment at some of the
‘destruotion of animal life for which man is
 respognsible, DR
~'Quite recently,

geologically spesking! huge
olks, reindeer, mammoths,. hairy ‘rhinoceroges,
bearg, lions, and wolves floprished in'the British
Isles, 8o completely- extinot hava they become
in Great Bfitain that, but for the discovery - of
their fossil remains, we . shou'd- nmever have
known for certain that they existed there, The
Irish elk and the mammoth ~have .entirely
disappeared from off the. face of the globe :
while the rewdeer, the wolf, the . bear, and tha
lion- have bacome comparatively restricted in
their distribution, - Tney, too, ate doomed "as
surely as was the mammoth, 5 .
~Io_other parts of the world many creatures
‘bave become extifct within recent historical
times. ©f these we may mention the dedo the
great auk, the rhytina, and the moa, man in each
instance being the main agent in effecting their
‘destruction. Take the case of the great auk.
In & quaint work upon Newfoundland published
in 1620, we read that these birds were very
plentifal, *“and they multiply so infinitely,
upon a certain flat island, that mea drive them
from thence upon a board, into their boates by
hundreds at a time, as if God had made the
innocency of 80 poor a creature, to becorne ' stch
a1 admirsble instrument for the sustentation of
man.” S S

“Qf Funk Island,” writes Pycraft, “these birds were
discovered in 1534, and ocould then hes reckoned by
thousands, For wiore than' two hundred years they were
subjected to' a ceaseless persecution,’ till'at last they were
exterminated, On thig island, it is said; it was the custom
for the crews of several vessels to spend the shiamer for
the eole purpose of killing ‘sare-fowl’ (ap alias of the great
auk) for the sake of their feathers. Stone-pens - were
erected into whioh the birds were driven like sheap; to be
xlaluir'x, by millions, and their 'bodies left to rot where they
ay. ; ! . .

Look where we will, we see everywhere the
game thing. Writers of fifty years ago desoribe the
veldt of South Africa as a paradise of varied
life. To-day, that part of the world is rather
charaoterised .by tho absence of animals. This
ohange is due solely to the' carelessness and
wastefuloess of mau, of which two examplos,
cited by Me. Buxion in a recent mumber of
Nature, must suffice, One culprit was * a gentle-
man wearing her Majesty’s uniform, who killed
approximately a score of wild beast in'a day and
lofc them rotting on the ground.” Ia another
case “an Englishmaa sold in Mombassa for
£8,000 the ivory he had acquired in a single
trip. In order to have obtained this thousands
of "elephants, must have been slaughtered "—of
course, not all by the En.lishman, since he pur-
chased from natives most of his -ivory, In’
America it is the same story ; birds and beasts
are alike disappearing. Mr. Cummings in a
recent speech before the American House of
Representatives, pointed ont how twelve years
ago the Susquehanna Valley was made joyfal
by the song of such birds as the yellow oherry,
the ground chippy, the yellow hammer, and
many others, Now not one of themis to be
found in the valley, In Iowa the wild pigeon
is a thing of the past, Prairie ohickens are
nearly extinet, and the wild danck is being :
rapidly exterminated. This slanghter is the
résult of womon wearing feathers in their .hats,
The same speaker saw recently in a Phil-
adelphia newspaper an advertisement for
the skins of thirty thousand birds. The
advertis-ment has been answered and a man
has contracted to procure them all from
the little state of Delaware. 8o great is
the destruction of bird life in America that most
of the United States have now protective laws
The quadrupeds of America are faring littls.
better than their winged brethren. Not long
ago the wapiti was common in nearly all parts
of the United States, Mexico, and South Canada,
It is now only to be found in mountain fasi-
nesses or in the great frests of British America.
The moose or American elk is fast disappeac-
ing onacoount of its being slaughtered whole-
sale for the sake of its hide, 4

If we turn to the sea, we find that even
t {8 not exempt from the raveges of man,
The whole is doomed to destruction. Mr,
Beddard’'s “ Book of Whales’’ contains s
bable compiled by Captain Yule, showing that
luring the years 1870 to 1886 the whalers of
Dundee used to catech annually as many &8s one
hundred and ninety whales ; while' in 1899 such
vessels only snoceeded in capturing nine of these
cetacean monsters, ) ¢

Anuglo-Indians will not need to be told that
a this couatry the destraction of game procesds
\pace. We have lately heard much about the
normous destruction of river fish caused by
1ative poachers, These mea kill dozens of fish
for every one they catch, so that rivers which
vere once the delight of the angler are now
ractically devoid of fish, Unfortunately
vhat has been eaid upon the subject is
ot exaggeration, and we cannot too . ear-
6stly exhort the Local Governments to. tak :
neasures for the protection of the Indign'
sheries bafore it is too late, “Qur featherad.
riends ” are suffering the same fate. " As Bir
‘harles Lawson has pointed out. s0.ably n the /]

|
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Madras Mail, in some regions';
fourth of -the ‘cotton orop
| ravages of aninsect oall
| piella, The increase of 't
been checked by insectivorons birds: buit- these’
1are now being killed wholosale for the ‘sake’ ‘of
their plumage. Thus not oaly s the nnmber of
birds rapidly diminishing, but the insect pests
are increasing in like proportion, so that grain’
aad cotton fields are in many cases left at the
meroy of these invects, Honce ' aiises “a
doplo-able sacrifice of human food and the
waterisls of buman raiment, besides inflicting
penury on individuals and a great loys of the
State,” If the proposed Society for the Pro-'
teotion of Birds in India be founded, it will have;
plenty of work to do. SRR
In quite recent books upon Indisn geme wo:
'are told that black buck abound in india, and
.8ro oftea seen in herds, pumbering over g’
‘thousand head, This was no doubt tme a¢ the
“time when it was written, and may even now ba
the case in certin parts of India, bu: in the
N-W.P. a berd of a ' thoussnd ~wonld-
|be a truly wonderful phenomenbn. The
writer bas rppeatedly Qvalkegv, for “miles
through distriots in the N.-W. P. Witbout sesing’
game, big or small,of any sort. Some parts seem’
to have been literally dénuded. of animal life,
sud this not through culitivation. 8o long as:
soldiers are allowed to go out with gun and rifle;
and shoot at every bird and beast they see,. we.
may expect to notice s very rapid ‘diminntion in
| the numbers, not only of game, but of sll anis:
| mals, The instance of the black back is by o:
means a solitary oue, Nilgai and % pig” are far
less numerous than they used to- 1)9, while: the’
tiger, the paather, and the ‘bear will soon ba:
1 extinct in this country. e
Those in authority might with profi; remem-.
ber that the rapid increase in populatipn, coppled
with the extensive ol ssrings that are iniprogreus,.
| must necessarily oause & great diminution in the’
quaatity of game. Civilisation is the -most
Qﬁhleas enemy of the wild animal, :Then;
[aguin, the continually inoreasing favilities for-
'vravel give increased imicimy the dpstruction:
.of wild animals, Euch year a latger-nasoomaf’
- sportsmen comd to India to shoot,’ Eagh'winte;
 sees 8 greater influx of visitors, The larger’
' number of  globe-totters ”* visiting'India,-
groater the incentive of matives to. kill .
buck and other antlerad game in otderto’ &
the horos to- act as_handlss of toastin
legs of tables; eto, These memeatos of t
truction of animal life which are, displaye
-such numbers .in all the larger towns, see
be eminently suited to the tastes of the;Amet
visitors, In ‘most cases the'autlers
‘manufacture of such articles -are -
small. R T e
-Then our game"laws arey prac
existent, | A Epropean neads no gun
is in no way restricted s :to what -
There is, indeed, a close’ seasoh "fixed: f
various kinds of game, but little or nd attenti
is paid to it'; - probably not. one spor man‘in g
dozen could:say when the olose seusori ‘fof:'any
one animal'beging or énds, How, then,. os;
possibly hope to preserve our' game
countries. ' whose game laws ‘are," 00
speaking, stringent,bave to deplore theiap
ing extinction ‘of their: gime. ' Take t
of British East Afrioa, - There; ia ’s) )
the diminution in the numbers” of
‘the last' -few years has been very:
little "consideration ‘of the' gourse: of '
that country .will ‘not.be out-of play
it w)ll.result’ in our “fully realizi
trophe by: which' our game’ are
will suggest the method by
may be averted, - i
‘Bome years ago - oertain game lags,
for British East Afrios, ‘A £2
‘posed upon strangers and on
and officials ag & necessary condition o
.while the: license were limitéd 't
mens in_ thé ‘cise .of the elephans;;
hippopotamus, buffile, and ‘gitaffe: Tk
for breach of these laws ‘wérs's fine up;
‘and” two - months' imprisonment;
proved totally inadequate, - Th
‘big game: procéeded: apace::
-nteranational’ Conventjou -was: .
sumuier to effectually secure: the
African wild animals. - The "
sented were Great Britain,’ e
France, Portugal, Belgium, and-th
The area dealt with: was defined, «
within'it to be'proteoted .were di
‘classes, *The first oluss coutaive’
of which none’ are t0. be‘dusvioy
of either their rarity. ur utility
category come ' vuliures, secrstary.
-other animal scavengers ; also the gira
chimpanzee, mountain zebra, "and. man
The secénd class_includes such agiidlg
elephant, rhinaceros, bpitalo; ete,
rf,ema,lm;f'm.xd-;‘ii;he:youn{l are:uot to
onlya limitpd number of adult- m
cortain’ reserves were fixed  witl
anima}s of ‘any kind are to bg deat
seasons were appointed. -No; one is to:
ed.to shoot or hunt except un
granted: by the local .t>overnment.’
duty is to be. imposed on‘hides
all elephants’ tusks weighi
are to be-confiscated.. . .
... In_our  opinion, it is, imperative tha
should- be legislation .on'‘these 'linés in
and’ no; sportsman. should rest: unti
necessary . for thie preservation of ‘wil
in India are made." !Licentes shouldibe réqui
for both gun and rifle, and it would be'an ex
lont thing if -licensé=holders coul
submit lists of game, killed,"
stay the hand of the thdughtle
should be fixed'and rigidly aihe
being heavily fined. . The' licease’
bit' absolutely the killing - of .the
young of the larger animals and
ber of ‘males killed in a seadon. '*L:
least, officials should -be  appointed ’ w)
dnty’it is to see that these lawa" are e
The fees- for the gun licenses would - go
siderable way towards meeting the extra
that the adoption of “the foregoin
would entail. . - ... i
. 1t i§ our conviotion'that, unless-
done, the day is not far off when An
longer.contain bigigame, und her sma
be as rare as in. England, where shi
laxury ‘only ‘within reach~ of ‘the  rich:
mischief "is ngt yet irreparable, but it-go
be. .Let, then, the Government:. tfke
sction, and let every European ’
sower to' assist them, and. :ther Y pregervet
[ndia ber game and other wild animals:. i
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