CALCUTTA ZOOLOGICAL G-ARDENS.

The number of visitors to the Znological Gardens lust
year was 111,673, being an increase of about 8,000 over
the previvus, year ; but these figures.do oot include a
large nnnber of students uwnd childrea under eight years
of sge who were admitted free, The total income of the
year, including the balunce carried forward and the
Government graat, was Ry, 52,737, Wjuinst s, 46,279 in
the previnus year, whiie the exgenditure was Rs, 41458,
against Rs, 43,992, The increased receipts ware ohivfly
due to larger duoativns and subsaripiions, includiag a
donation of Rs, 5,u00 frum the Nawab of Murshedaba ‘.
There was also an invrease of upwards of Rs, 1,200 in the
eutrance receipts ; and the wiscellunevus receipts show a
satisfuctory iocresse. The latter include a sum of
Ras. 2,884 from the féte aud fanoy fuir, nnd Rs. 8,618 from
the sule of animals, and 1t is to be hoped that snimals are
sold only when tney can ba conveniently spared from the
Gardens, ‘I’he purchase. of animals cost Ras, 3,211 and
their transport Re. 117. Tnere isa bslrace in hand of
Re. 11,278, but the greater purt of this is due for sub-
atantia).work in progress at the end of the year. Many
‘improvements were wmade, including additipna aad
alterations to the Surnamoye House to protect its
:inmates as much as possible {rom the cold weather nights,
and four new kivsks were built fromn materinls parchas
at the ssle of the King of Uudb’s meonugerie, which are
a grest improvement upon svme uf the old unsightly
atructures,” The myst interesting event thut has ever
happened in the Gardens wus the birch of a young
| rhinoceros, and uther new speciwwens were received in
exchaoge from the Zuvlogical Qardens uf Loodon and
Hamburg ; but the namber of presentativns were only
42, us agninst 118, Lt is suggestsd by the Lieutenant-
Governor in his iwesolutivn.on the report for last vear, that,
us the Garden bas now beea in existence fur thirteen years
many events muast have taken place awmong the lar?e
number of aoimals und biris kept there which would
be of interest to the saentific world and to persons
interested in zoology ; also. that «onsidersble expurience
must huve been gsined in the mansgement of animals,
birde, &o, in confinement, and their trestment ia siokness
whrch wounld be uf practical uge to th manuging bodies
of other Zuvlogival l.gnrdens sad to individusls wbo have
private. cullestivns, Bis Steusctt- Bayley is stroogly of
opinion that it is iooumbent ou ull persuns who kesp
aniwals in captivity te» avuid, ss far as possible, anythio
.like cruelty {such as waat of spuace, or air, proper food,
or oleanliness) in their troutnent, sod he recugnizes that
the Zoological Gardens' managing committes set an
excellent example in this respect, He would venture to
suguest that frowm the records of the committee und the
recotlestions of their able superiutesdent, it would be
goasible for them to produce & hand-bovk, which wmight

e of great use to the nuwmervus nubles and other persvas
who, un a swaller scale. keep colleotions of animals of
birda in captivity.—Englishman.



