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Chapter3

The Emperor’s Exotic and New World Animals: 
Hans Khevenhüller and the Habsburg Menageries 
in Vienna and Prague

Annemarie Jordan Gschwend

ThelionandwhateverotherstrangeanimalsIcanfindwillbesentatthe
first,bestopportunity

HansKhevenhüllertoRudolfII, Madrid, 1 July 1576

⸪
HansKhevenhüller(1538-1606)wasappointedimperialambassadorinSpain
from1574to1606.Inadditiontodiplomaticfunctions,heassumedtheroleof
agentanddealerforhisHabsburgpatrons.Alwaysonthewatchfornovelties
andcuriosities,Khevenhüller(Fig.3.1)wasresponsibleforthetransferofworks
ofart, jewellery,medicinaldrugs,naturalia, textilesandweapons toCentral
Europe (Pérez deTudela and Jordan Gschwend 2001; Jordan Gschwend and
Pérez de Tudela 2003). Luxury goods were viewed as exclusive and hard to
comeby.Rareandunusualobjets d’artweresoughtouttoheightentheprestige
andreputationofprincelyownersandtheircollections.Habsburgcollectors
wereinsatiable,readytopayanyprice,evenwhenfundstobuywerelacking.
TheambassadorbridgedCentralEuropeancourtswithSpainandPortugaland
their overseas trading empires. Through Khevenhüller, Habsburg shoppers
wereabletosourceextraordinaryglobalmerchandiseandcommodities.

Khevenhüller’sgreatestaccomplishmentlayinhiscontributionstothecre-
ation of the chambers of art (Kunstkammern), menageries and gardens in
Vienna,Prague,Innsbruck,andGraz,whereheimprintedhisstyleuponthese
imperialcollectionsestablished inpalaces,countryhousesandtheirestates
(Pieper 1999; Stieglecker 1999; Pérez de Tudela and Jordan Gschwend 2007;
JordanGschwend2015b).Histhirty-threeyearresidencyatPhilipIIofSpain’s
courttransformedHabsburgcollectinginthelatesixteenthcentury.Without
Khevenhüller’s dedication and perseverance, Emperors Maximilian II (1527-
1564), Rudolf II (1552-1612) and members of their immediate family would
never have acquired superlative exotica, objects or paintings. More impor-
tantly,theywouldneverhavecomebytherarewildanimalsacquiredfromall
cornersoftheglobefortheirmenageries.Theambassadordiligentlysoughtto
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fulfilendlessshoppinglistsdispatchedtoMadrid.Closeto1,000lettersinthe
Haus, Hof- und Staatsarchiv in Vienna, addressed by Khevenhüller to his
Habsburgclients,trackhisacquisitionsfromthe1570suntilhisdeathin1606,
inparticularthefloraandfaunaheprocuredfromtheAmericas,Brazil,West
AfricaandPortugueseAsia.

Atrueconnoisseurgiftedwithgoodtasteandadiscerningeye,Khevenhüller
boughtwildanddomesticanimals,flowers,plantsandseedsfromAsiaandthe
NewWorldwithgreatexpertise.Acultivatedman,Khevenhüllerwaseducated
attheUniversityofPadua,residingtherefrom1549to1557.HelearnedLatin,
perfectedhisItalian,andin1558undertookagrandtourofnorthernItalyto
completehiseducation.Khevenhüllersurelyvisited–ifnotforacademicor
scientificreasons–thebotanicalgardenandlibraryinPaduafoundedin1545.
Whileastudent,hewasoftenill,sufferingfromfrequentfevers(Khevenhüller-
Metsch 1971). After his death in 1606, a medicine chest was found among
Khevenhüller’sgoodscontainingaglobalarrayofdrugsandcommoditiesfrom
bezoarsandporcupinestonesoriginatinginPortugueseAsiatowonderdrugs
madeinPeru(JordanGschwendforthcoming).Medicinalplantsgrewinthe
“Orto dei semplici”(gardenofmedicinalplants)inPadua,cultivatedtoproduce
naturalremedies.Theambassador’sfamiliaritywithflora,cures,potionsand

Figure3.1  
Anonymous, PortraitofHansKheven-
hüller. Engravingafterthemarblebust
executedbyJacopoTrezzoinMadrid,
after1579.PrivateCollection,
SwitzerlandPhoto©Annemarie
JordanGschwend.
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unguents surfaces in his correspondence. Aside from botany, he also devel-
opedawidespectrumoftalentsduringhisPaduanyearsincludingafascination
forcanines,thedecorativearts,goldsmith’swork,horses,medicine,painting,
sculpture,thehandlingandcareofwildanddomesticanimals–allofwhich
laterhelpedhimbetterservehisHabsburgpatronsinthecourseofhisembassy.

KhevenhüllercultivatedclosetieswithmerchantsinLisbonandSeville.He
relieduponpaidinformantsinIberiaandfurtherabroadintheAmericasand
Asia,whiletakingadvantageofFuggeragentsandAugsburgmerchants: the
speculatorKonradRott(1530-1610)inLisbonandFerdinandCron(1554-1637),
whoresidedforthirty-sevenyearsinPortugueseIndia(JordanGschwendand
PérezdeTudela2003).Europeanmerchants,manyrelocatedPortugueseNew
Christians,basedinGoa,Cochin,CannanoreandCalicutinIndia,playeddeci-
siverolesintheglobalnetworkshetappedinto.Alwaysshortofmoney,the
diplomat was forced on many occasions to borrow from Fugger agents in
MadridtofinancethewhimsofhisHabsburgcollectors.Oftennotreimbursed,
hepaidforexotica,luxuriesandwildanimalsfromhisownpocket.Kheven-
hüller’s correspondence ispepperedwithcomplaintsandpleas for funds to
coverhisextravagantexpenses.

  Shopping for Global Animals in Lisbon

Lisbon’sglobalportofferedKhevenhüllermanyopportunitiestoprocurewild
animalsduringhistenureasambassadorattheSpanishcourt.Thecrowded
piers at theTagus river were vital sites where many exotic animals from all

b

Figure3.2  
(a, opposite) Cantino Planisphere, 
1502; (b, left) detail with West 
African parrots, Portugal. 
Watercolourandgouacheon
vellum. BibliotecaEstense
Universitaria,Modena,inv.
no.c.g.a.2.Photo:Public
domain. 
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pointsofPortugal’stradeempireweresoldassoonasoverseasfleetsdocked
(BarclayLloyd 1971;Ferronha,BettencourtandLoureiro 1993;Loureiro2008;
Drumond Braga and Drumond Braga 2015). By the early sixteenth century,
Portuguesecaptainsandsailorsmadeaprofitablebusinesssellinglivebirds,
especiallygreyparrotsandsmallmonkeysfromWestAfrica.Adetailfromthe
1502Cantinoplanisphere,theoldestmaptodepictthePortuguesegeographi-
caldiscoveriesalongtheWestAfricancoast,depictsthesegreyparrotssoldby
localnativestothePortuguese(Fig.3.2).

A1504-1505accountbookoftheCasadaGuiné(Africa)warehouseinLisbon
recordstheparrots,cheetahs(Acinonyx jubatus)andcivets(Civettictis civetta)
broughttoPortugal fromSãoToméandSantoAntónio islandsandthehigh
pricestheysoldfor.Acheetahwasestimatedat600reais,aparrot400reaisand
asmallcivet300reis;evenamole(topeira) for190reaiswaspartofthelive
cargo.1Cheetahs,gatos de barboinPortuguese,earmarkedasspecialpetsfor
the Lisbon and other European courts, were deployed for hunting (Masseti
2009).Tamecheetahs,lionsandleopardsweretheultimatesymbolsofluxury
andopulenceinthesixteenthcentury(Fig.3.3).

Several sixteenth-century reports in the Ajuda Library in Lisbon describe
tradealongtheWestAfricancoast.Compiledbyinsiders,theytelloftheabun-
danceofAfricanwildlife:elephants,apesorbaboons(bugios),smallsimians
(monos),gazellesandparrots.2Onenarrativementionstheinfinitenumberof
blueparrotsinthekingdomofLoango(presentdayCongo),bredforconsump-
tioninaviariesteemingwithbirds(“as capoeiras cheas”),althoughtheirmeat
was found unpalatable (“não é boa carne”). Lively, talkative grey parrots
(Psittacus erithacus)weresourcedinMinafortheLisboncourt.Parrotswere
cherished because of their longevity, ability to speak and entertain. King
ManuelI(1469-1521)wasespeciallyeagertoacquireavarietyofWestAfrican
birdsforhisaviariesatSantospalaceandathisnewroyalresidence,thePaço
daRibeira,situatedontheLisbonwaterfrontafter1505.Theseaviariescameto
symbolizeManuel’sglobalreach,notablyafterVascodaGamareachedIndiain
1498andPedroÁlvaresCabrallandedinBrazilin1500.

ManuelI,apolitician,merchantkingandentrepreneur,strategicallycourted
favourwiththeVatican.HesentanassortmentofexoticanimalstoRomefor
PopeLeoX’sgrowingmenagerieintheBelvederegardenandcortileinreturn
for profitable papal concessions (Bedini 1998).3 One Portuguese account

1 Lisbon,Direção-GeraldoLivro,dosArquivosedasBibliotecas,TorredoTombo,NúcleoAntigo
799:LivrodaReceitaedespesadotesourodaGuiné,fols14r-14v.

2 Lisbon,BibliotecadaAjuda,ms.51-ix-25,fols68-78.
3 Seeabove,chapter2.
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relates theadventuresofawittyAfricangreyparrot fromMinareservedfor
Manuel (Jordan Gschwend 2015a). En route to Portugal, the vessel with this
birdwasstolenbyFrenchpirates,whoultimatelyreturnedthecarracktothe
Portuguesecourt.Thebrigandshoweverkepttheparrot,provokingManuel’s
wrath,who“sworehewouldfetchithimhimself”.Afteritskidnapping,thepar-
rot finallyreachedLisbonwhere itwastrainedtospeakLatin.Manuelsoon
dispatchedthisloquaciousbirdtoRome.OnedaythePopefindingtheparrot

Figure3.3 Anonymous, Twocheetahswearingcollars, folio formerly in a 
sketch-book, c.1400-1410, Lombard School. Brushdrawingin
watercolouronvellum,164×123mm. BritishMuseum,
London,inv.no.1895,1214.94©TrusteesoftheBritish
Museum.
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gloomy,askedwhathewasthinking(quid cogitas papagaius?).Thebirdfeeling
neglected,replied,“Iamthinkingofthepast,thepresentandwhatistocome”.
ThePontiff,shockedbythisdiscourse,orderedtheparrottobeputtodeathat
once,thinkinghimpossessedbytheDevil4–anignobleendforatalentedbird
with such a royal provenance. The Lisbon court nevertheless continued to
sendwildanimalsandbirdstoRomeuntil1578.

ThediscoveryofBrazil–“thelandoftheparrots”–openedupnewmarkets
fortheexportationofliveAmericanparrotstoLisbon:macaws(Ara ararauna)
andparakeets(possiblyblue-wingedparrotlets,Forpus xanthopterygius).Par-
rot feathers and Amerindian featherwork from Brazil, Central America and
Mexicowerehighlyprizedandreservedforéliteconsumersandcollectorsin
Austria, Italy, Portugal and Spain (Russo, Wolf and Fane 2015). Wild felines
(ocelots or little spotted cats, Leopardus tigrinus) and primates: marmosets,
goldenliontamarins(Leontopithecus rosalia)andMarcgrave’scapuchinswere
equallysoughtafter(MassetiandVeracini2010).Braziliananimalsandbirds
wereboughtbyPortuguesesailorsandcaptainsfromTupinambáIndians,the
PortugueseadoptingTupinamestoidentifythesenew,unknownanimalsand
birds.Forinstance,toymortuíforparakeetsandçagoymorsaguisfortamarins
andmarmosets(PapaveroandTeixeira2014).ThedetailgiveninFig.3.4,from
the1547VallardAtlas,depictsEuropeansinSouthAmericatradingwithAmer-
indians, buying from them large green parrots (genus Amazona?) and tame
monkeyswithredleashes.Exoticfaunaandflora(bulbs, flowers,plantsand
seeds) formed an important component of the cargoes brought to Portugal
fromAfrica,BrazilandAsia.

Foreign merchants in Portugal quickly joined in this brisk trade (Gorgas
1997).AlviseCa’daMosto(Cadamosto),aVenetianmerchant,returnedtoLis-
bon in 1456 with 150 parrots fromWest Africa, which he sold for one ducat
each,makinganiceprofit(JordanGschwend2009).LucasRem,anagentfor
the Augsburg-basedWelser banking family, resided in Portugal from 1503 to
1508,briefinghispatronson the “strange,newparrots, long-tailedmonkeys,
and other curious and delightful things” in Lisbon (Lach 1970). As the Por-

4 Lisbon,Direção-GeraldoLivro,dosArquivosedasBibliotecas,TorredoTombo,mssda
Livraria1782,fols129v-130:“A el Rey Dom Manoel trouxerão hun papagajo da Mina em hua 
carauela a qual tomarão os francezes no caminho, e el Rej se mandou queixar e lho tornarão a 
mandar E faltando nella este papagaio a tornou que se lhe não mandassem o seu papagaio que 
o iria elle la buscar. Tornou a carauela com elle o qual mandou ao papa … de prezente por fallar 
muito e hũn dia vendo o papa ao papagaio estar muito triste lhe perguntou quid cogitas pap-
agaius E elle respondeu cogito preterita presençia et futura que vem a dizer, que cuidas papagaio? 
Cuido as couzas passadas as prezentes E as que estão por vir com o que o papa pasmado da re-
sposta E acção o mandou mattar por lhe paresser fallava o diabo nelle.”
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tuguese court poet Diogo Velho da Chancelaria wandered through Lisbon’s
streets in 1519, he observed that “ocelots, lions, elephants, monsters, talking
birds,diamondsandporcelainhadbecomequitecommon”(Lach1977).Wild
animalswerevisibleatLisbon’sdocks,whereworkelephantsloadedcargoes
ontoshipsorpulledcanons.TheFlemishpilgrimJanTaccoendedicatedsev-
eral pages of his 1514 journal to the “strange animals” living in Lisbon. He
describedManuel’spachydermswalkingalongLisbon’sstreets:“Ihaveseen3
youngelephants(2bullsand1female)withtheirtrainers.Theyarebig,ugly
andgrey,withlargewideears,havingagentledisposition.”Hewatchedthem
drinkingataLisbonfountain,fillingtheirtrunkswithwaterandsprayingpeo-
ple around them. “When they were taken to see the king [Manuel I] they
saluted and genuflected before him” (Stols, Fonseca and Manhaeghe 2014).
Tourists, like Taccoen, could visit the Asian elephants, rhinoceros or other
creaturesfromoverseasstabledattheroyalpalace,thePaçodosEstaus,located
atRossioSquare.AwatercolourfrommsHortus Pisanus514inPisa(Fig.3.5)
probablydepictsthefamouselephant,Süleyman,sentasagiftfromtheKotte
court in Ceylon in 1542. Ridden by his native mahout dressed in European
clothes, this image demonstrates how such Asian elephants progressed
throughLisbononfestiveoccasions.

By1565anarrayofparrotsandmonkeysfromWestAfrica,BrazilandAsia
wereavailableforsaleinLisbon,asobservedbytheSwissbotanist,Leonhard

Figure3.4 Detail with European merchants and Amerindians in south-eastern South 
America. Anonymous,PortolanAtlas(Vallard Atlas),“Levraisbresiletprovince
deQuito”,Dieppe,1547.Inkandwatercolouronparchmentandpaper,390×280
mm. HenryE.HuntingtonLibraryandArtGallery,SanMarino,
California,inv.no.hm29,fol.12.©TheHuntingtonLibrary,Art
Collections,andBotanicalGardens.
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Thurneysser (1531-1596) (HeroldandLeitão forthcoming).Thurneysserdedi-
catedseveralfoliosofhistreatiseonthenaturalhistoryandbotanyofPortugal,
classifyingthetaxonomyofparrotsandparakeetsimportedfromAfricaand
Brazil.The birds are minutely described: the colour of their beaks, feathers,
size,andwhethertheyspokeorsang.Thurneyssercataloguedthembycountry
oforigin:onePsitacus Brisilicus[sic]hesawwasalargeBrazilianparrot(ara)
withagreenheadandbodyofyellowfeathers(ablueandyellowmacaw?).
Otheranimalsandreptilesmeritedhisattention,amongthemAfricanapes,
monkeys,lions,acobraandazebra(Asinus indicus)recentlyarrivedinLisbon
asagiftfromanIndianpotentateforKingSebastianofPortugal.Shoppinglists
poured into Lisbon as word of these curious animals and birds from newly
discoveredworldsspreadacrossEurope.

Figure3.5 Nicolaes de Bruyn and Daniel Fröschl, PortraitofSüleyman
theelephantwithhisIndianMahoutdressedinEuropean
clothes, mid-sixteenth century. Watercolouronpaper,from
theboundbookofanimaldrawings:Disegni di animali,ms
HortusPisanus514,fol.377r. BibliotecaUniversitaria,
Pisa.Phote:PublicDomain. 
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Princesandrulerscompetedwithoneanother, floodingtheLisboncourt
with requests. François I begged Manuel I in 1515 to send him a pair of ele-
phants(maleandfemale)forhismenagerieathischâteauinAmboisewhere
LeonardodaVinciresided(JordanGschwend2010;Pieragnoli2016).Resource-
fulagentsandintermediariesweresimilarlyrecruited.CosimoIde’Mediciso-
licitedin1549theFlorentinemerchant-bankerinLisbon,LucasGiraldi,tosend
himanelephant.5ThePapalNuncioinPortugal,PompeoZambeccari,shipped
(presumablywild)animals in 1553 forCosimoI’smenageries located inand
around Florence.6 In 1571 a monkey and a parrot arrived from Spain for
Francesco I de’ Medici, followed by two parrots presented in 1576 by the
Spanishcourtier,AntoniodeToledo.7Francesco’ssecretaryAntonioSerguidi
waskeptabreastbytheagentAugustoTizioofthe“Indian”birds,animalsand
bizarre pig (“porchetto che era il più bizzarro de tutti”), a Peruvian peccary
(Collared peccary or Pecari tajacu), bought for the Grand Duke in Seville in
1584(Markey2016).8TheFlorentineagentGiulioNesibasedinLisbonsecured
seeds,bulbsandplantsfromtheAmericasandPortugueseAsiaforFerdinandoI,
shippedtoFlorencein1588.9PortugueseshipsdockedattheTuscanportof
Livornoin1571,possiblyunloadinglivecargo.10Livorno’swell-informedport
administrator Bernardo Baroncelli apprised his patron Francesco of diverse
shipsandtheirexoticcargoesarrivingfromtheNewWorld(viaPortugaland
Spain).WheneverpossibleBaroncellisenttheMedicicourtparrotsandother
galanterie (Markey2016).Variousspeciesofparrotsandexoticfaunawereim-
mediatelygivenawayasdiplomaticgiftstodemonstrateMedicipower-broking
andlargesse.Liveexoticanimalsactedasdiplomaticpawnsusedtogainsup-
portforthefamily’sclaimtoagrand-ducaltitle.DukeAlbrechtVofBavaria
(1528-1579),Francesco’sbrother-in-law,receivedin1572ajerboaortopo d’India,
three monkeys, twenty-four canaries, two hens and a capon (from Africa or
India).Sevenlargeandsmallparrots,oneofthemaredara(macaw),werein-
cluded in this transport; all could “speak well or learn languages” (Toorians
1994; Markey 2016). One large grey parrot presented to Albrecht even spoke
“Indian”, perhaps the now extinct Old Tupi language, or an African dialect.
Collectingexoticfloraandfaunaatgreatexpensefromdistantmarketsunder-
scoredthecommercialreachoftheMediciandtheirwide-flungnetworksafter

5 Florence,ArchiviodiStato,MediceodelPrincipato,191,fol.19v.
6 Florence,ArchiviodiStato,MediceodelPrincipato,418a,fol.1216.
7 Florence,ArchiviodiStato,MediceodelPrincipato,538a,fol.926;693,fol.101.
8 Florence,ArchiviodiStato,MediceodelPrincipato,121,fol.712.
9 Florence,ArchiviodiStato,MediceodelPrincipato,4919,fol.504.
10 Florence,ArchiviodiStato,MediceodelPrincipato,557,fols84,139.
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themid-sixteenthcentury(Markey2016).DisplayingtheseanimalsfromAsia,
AfricaandtheAmericasintheirprincipalpalacesandgardensbecameaquint-
essentialpartofthepoliticalimagingoftheMediciGrandDucalcourt,asit
would forcontemporarycourts inAustria,France, Italy,Portugal,Spainand
southernGermany.

Aportrait(Fig.3.6),possiblyposthumous,ofLucreziaGaddiinherfamily’s
garden,paintedinFlorencebeforeorafter 1569bySantidiTito,andalmost
certainlywiththecollaborationofthecourtartistJacopoLigozzi,reflectsbest
the culture of exotic animals, flowers and plants the Medici promoted.The

Figure3.6 Santi di Tito, PortraitofLucrezia,daughterofNiccolòGaddi,in
theGaddipalacegardenswithaBrazilianmacawandEgyptian
Jerboa, c.1565-1569, Florence.Oilonpoplarpanel,116.2×90.4cm. 
PhotocourtesyofSotheby’s,London.
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girl’s father Niccolò Gaddi (1537-1591) was a Florentine ambassador, senator
and important collector, who acquired works of art for himself and for his
patronCosimoI,Gaddi’scollectionrivallingthatoftheMedici.Thegardensof
thePalazzoGaddiwerefilledwithantiquesculpturesandbusts,andplanted
with imported flowers and fruit trees. Lucrezia’s pets portrayed here, the
Brazilianmacawtotherightandthejerboa,adesertmousefromEgypt(Jaculus 
orientalis)totheleft,mayhavebeenprestigiousducalgiftsbestowedonGaddi
forhisservices.AfteraperiodattheHabsburgcourtsinViennaandInnsbruck,
where Jacopo Ligozzi executed a series of animal and fish paintings for
Maximilian II and Ferdinand II of Tyrol, he arrived in Florence in 1577. He
workedforCosimo’sson,FrancescoIde’Medici,meetingtheBolognesenatu-
ralistUlisseAldrovandi(1522-1605)withwhomhecollaborated.Ligozziplayed
acentralroleattheFlorentinecourt,executingnaturalisticandscientificstud-
iesofplantsandanimalsownedbytheMedici,includingtheirBrazilianaras
andjerboa(Cecchi,ConiglielloandFaietti2014).Gaddihousedexoticanimals
in his botanical garden, nicknamed the Paradiso dei Gaddi. He admired
Ligozzi’swork,patronizedhimandownedaboundalbumofLigozzi’swaterco-
lours of figures from the Ottoman Empire (Forlani 1982). Gaddi no doubt
commissioned Ligozzi to add these realistic images of the ara and jerboa,
whichreplicatedrawingsofthesamebirdandEgyptianmouseexecutedby
LigozziforFrancescoI.Lucrezia’sportraitwithher“mascots”prominentlydis-
played alongside her validates the degree to which the Medici court and
Florentinearistocracywerestimulatedbytheiracquisitionsofglobalanimals
inLisbon,theLevant,NorthAfricaandtheAmericas(Markey2016).

  Animal Agents in the Service of the Habsburg Court

Hans Khevenhüller, like the Medici Grand Dukes, cultivated indispensable
contactsinIberia,especiallyinPortugal.TheAugsburgmerchant-dealer-bro-
ker,Nathanael Jung (c.1534-1578),based inLisbon,assistedKhevenhüller for
yearsinacquiringextraordinarybezoars,preciousstonesanddiamondsfrom
India,aswellasanassortmentofwildanimalsfromAfrica,AsiaandtheNew
World (JordanGschwendandBeltz2010).ThesonofAmbrosius Jung(1471-
1548), Augsburg’s city physician, Nathanael made a niche for himself in
Portugal,actingasofficialagentforaconsortiumofAugsburgmerchantsand
bankers,includingtheFuggers.Junglaterassumedresponsibilitybetween1574
and 1576 for Konrad Rott’s pepper contract in Portugal, becoming head of
Rott’sofficesinLisbon(Malekandathil1999).Hemadeasuccessfulcareerin
Iberia, marketing himself as factor, independent agent and cognoscente of
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globalcommodities,luxurygoods,preciousstonesandwildanimals.Jungtra-
velledregularlybetweenLisbon,MadridandAugsburg,connectingSouthern
GermanywiththePortugueseandSpanishcourts.LikeKhevenhüller,hewasa
keyintermediaryinthetransferofculturalandmaterialgoodsbetweenIberia
and Central Europe. Jung may have been introduced to the ambassador
throughtheFuggerofficeinMadrid.NotlongafterKhevenhüllertookuphis
permanentdiplomaticpostin1574,herecruitedJunginAugustof1575,autho-
rizing him to buy all “bizarre, strange animals from India” brought with
PortuguesefleetsboundforLisbon.

JungkeptKhevenhüllerapprisedofvesselsreturningfromAsiaandBrazil,
sendingimmediatenewsoftheirlivecargoes.InOctober1576theambassador
wrotetoMaximilianII,saying“hewasexpectingshipsfromBraziltodockany
day”inLisbon,wherehewassuretobuythesamespecies(“dergleichen gat-
tungen”)ofwildfelineshehadrecentlyacquiredinSeville(JordanGschwend
forthcoming). Jung and Khevenhüller corresponded so frequently that their
personalcouriersmusthavemadetherunbetweenMadridandLisbonona
dailybasis.Regrettablytheircorrespondencehasnotsurvived.Jungcollabo-
ratedcloselywithKhevenhülleruntilhisdeathinLisbonin1578,supplyingthe
ambassador with many of the exotic animals earmarked for Maximilian II’s
firstmenagerie,KaiserEbersdorf,createdbytheemperor inVienna(Jordan
Gschwend 2015b). After Jung’s death, the ambassador relied on trusted ser-
vantsinhisemploywhomheregularlysenttoLisbonasscoutsandspies,and
tobuyliveanimalsonhisbehalf.

ThroughJung,KhevenhülleracquiredanAfricanzebra forMaximilian II,
first reserved for Pope Gregory XIII’s Belvedere menagerie. In a letter dated
August1575,theambassadorinformedhispatronof“averybeautifulblackand
whitestripedmule(mula),firstpromisedtothePope.Ihopeitwillpleaseand
satisfyyourroyalHighness»(JordanGschwend2015b).Khevenhüllerexerted
diplomaticinfluenceattheLisboncourttoprocureitfortheemperor’snewly
built menagerie, Neugebäude, erected close by Kaiser Ebersdorf. When the
imperial courtier Wolf Rumpf visited the Spanish and Portuguese courts in
1575onanextraordinarydiplomaticmission,Khevenhüllerencouragedhimto
buy“new,strangeanimals”inLisbontotakebacktoVienna.Afive-month-old
tamelionwaspurchasedin1576,followedbyfourAmericanturkeys(indian-
isch rephühner)boughtinSeville(Eiche2004),alongwithasmall,unidentified
wildfeline.In1577KhevenhüllerpresentedMaximilianwithalionandlioness
(bothoneyearold),a“nicelyspotted”civet(xineta)anda“vivacious”redhunt-
ingdogfromMallorca.Thatsameyear,thediplomatpurchasedmonkeys,wild
cats and exotic birds in Seville for exhorbitant prices. “I paid enough”, he
remarked(“theuer genug erkhaufft”).
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SomeofthemostexceptionalbirdssoughtoutbymaleHabsburgswerefal-
consknownasaletosoraplomadosfromtheAmericasandotherspeciesfrom
Africa(tagarotesortazarotes),whichheldatrulyexoticappealforHabsburg
collectorsinIberiaandCentralEurope(Staudinger1993;PérezdeTudelaand
JordanGschwend2001).Khevenhüllerdiligentlysuppliedhispatronswithfal-
cons(Falco femoralis)originatingfromCentralAmerica,acquirednotonlyin
Lisbon,butalsofromagents inMexicoandSeville.Oneapolomadoappears
portrayedwithaHabsburgprince,theteenagedArchdukeWenceslaus(1561-
1578),sonofMaximilianII,paintedbyAlonsoSánchezCoelloattheMadrid
courtin1574(Fig.3.7).CollectingsuchNewWorldfalconsremainedapreroga-
tiveoftheHabsburgsandtheircourtsthroughoutthesixteenthcentury.

On occasion Khevenhüller competed with other imperial diplomats to
pleasetheViennesecourt.OgierGhiselindeBusbecq(1522-1592),ambassador
inConstantinople,sentMaximilianIIin1562acivethehadboughtinTurkey.
KhevenhüllerwasquiteproudtosayinaletterdatedMarch24,1576,thathis
“cat”, just acquired through Jung in Lisbon, was “quite tame, more beautiful
and had more black speckles than Busbecq’s.” Possibly Khevenhüller’s civet
was in reality an ocelot or a little spotted cat, Leopardus tigrinus, imported
from Brazil. Khevenhüller had evidently seen Busbecq’s civet in Vienna or
PraguewhereMaximilianIIhadbeencrownedKingofBohemiainNovember
of1562,andcouldthereforecomparethesecatswithsomeexpertise.

AstradebetweenthePortugueseandtheFarEastadvancedinthesixteenth
century, Chinese and Japanese dogs were exported to Europe. Rudolf II
received a rare, exclusive Chinese dog which Khevenhüller had sent from
Lisbon–agiftfromPhilipII.BeforethecaninearrivedinPrague,thediplomat
sentoffalettertotheemperoron4July1583,commentingonhowthedog–
perhaps a hairless Chinese crested (Collier 1921) – was “small but peculiar
becausetheentirebodywashairless,exceptforfuronitstail,ontopofitshead
andpaws.”

AsidefromNathanaelJung,Khevenhüllerusedhigh-levelPortugueseroyal
connectionstosourceexoticanimals.In1576,thePortugueseambassadorin
Spain,DuartedeCasteloBrancoandCatherineofAustria(1507-1578),Queen
of Portugal, were enlisted to help Khevenhüller find a small Asian bull for
MaximilianII’sIndiancowinVienna,forbreedingpurposes.ThroughKheven-
hüller’stieswiththePortuguesecourtandwithhisagentJung,asteadyflowof
animalsleftLisbonforViennaandPraguebetween1552and1600:Asianele-
phants(Süleymanin1552andEmanuelin1563)(JordanGschwend2010),lions,
civets, cheetahs, a zebra, assorted parrots, African and Brazilian monkeys, a
cockatoo(Cacatua galerita),evenanAfricanblackbuck(Antilope cervicapra),
laterprominentlyportrayedin1563withEmanueltheelephant inGiuseppe
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Arcimboldo’scompositehead,Terra (Fig.3.8),paintedinViennaaftersketches
madefromlife(JordanGschwend2010).

CompetitionwasfierceandKhevenhüllerdidnotalwaysgethiswayorthe
wild animals he most wanted. A female rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis)
arrivedinLisboninSeptemberof1577,sentasagiftfromGoabythePortuguese
governor of India, Diogo de Menezes, for King Sebastian of Portugal. This
famousbeastwasnicknamedthe“MarvelofLisbon”bytheFlorentinemer-
chant,FilippoSassetti(Lach1970).Lisbon’scitizensandtouristsmarvelledat
thesightofthebeast,watchinghertakedailybaths,assheplungedandwaded

Figure3.7  
Alonso Sánchez Coello, 
PortraitofArchduke
Wenceslauswithan
apolomadofalcon, 1574, 
Madrid. Oiloncanvas,
151×97cm,signedand
dated:A.Sanchez.F.1574. 
Kunsthistorisches
Museum,Vienna,
Gemäldegalerie,
inv.no.gg3186.
©Kunsthistorisches
Museum,Vienna.
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intheRiverTagus(JordanGschwend2015c).Shortlyafterwards,adiplomatic
impasseensuedasEuropeancourtsviedtobuyit.Khevenhüllerwasdesperate
tosendthisrhinocerostoRudolfII’sPraguemenagerie.Drawingsandwaterco-
lours of the creature by anonymous painters in Lisbon and later in Madrid
circulatedatEuropeancourts(FontesdaCosta2009)(Fig.3.9).Khevenhüller
immediately sent Rudolf II an image just after it reached Lisbon (Jordan
Gschwend and Beltz 2010). Archduke Ferdinand II of Tyrol (1529-1595)
attemptedinvaintoacquireitforhisSchlossAmbrasmenagerieatInnsbruck,
andtwowatercoloursofthe“MarvelofLisbon”haverecentlybeendiscovered

Figure3.8  
Giuseppe 
Arcimboldo, Terra, 
CompositeHead,
1563-1566.Oilon
canvas,70×49
cm.Liechten-
steinMuseum,
Vienna.Photo:
Publicdomain.
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inhisformercollection(JordanGschwend2015b).In1578thebeastwasprom-
isedbySebastiantoPopeGregoryXIII,forhisBelvedereanimalpark.

TheconquestofPortugalin1580andPhilipIIofSpain’sincorporationofthe
Portuguesecrownfinallyresolvedtheimpasse:therhinoceroswasbroughtto
Spainashistrophy,alongwithanAsianelephant(Elephas maximus)sentfrom
Goain1582(Fig.3.9).PhilippurchasedhousesneartheroyalAlcázarpalacein
Madridinordertocreatelargestables,andbothcreatureswereputonpublic
displayin1583.BythetimetheLisbonrhinocerosreachedSpain,herhornhad
beencutoffandshewasblinded inthehopesof tamingher, sinceshehad
killedamanoneyearearlierinfrontoftheLisbonroyalpalace,thePaçoda
Ribeira. She received the nickname, Abada (rhinoceros in Spanish), and a
street in Madrid still bears her name.The realistic portrayal in Fig. 3.10 was
executed in Madrid in 1584 by an anonymous painter, who evidently made
small, quick portraits to sell as profitable souvenirs. The watercolour was
puchased where the Abada was standing by Adam Hochreiter, a courtier of
ArchdukeFerdinandIIofTyrol’scourt,whopastedthisuniquegouacheinto
histraveldiary.

  Court Painters and Royal Pets

WhenMaximilianIIbecameemperorin1564hetransformedhiscourtintoa
centreofscientificstudyandlearning,bringingtogetherscholarsfromacross
Europe. Under his patronage, court artists, like Joris Hoefnagel (1542-1601),
GiorgioLiberale(1527–c.1580)andtherenownedMilanesepainterGiuseppe
Arcimboldo(1527-1593)wereinvitedtovisittheemperor’shuntingpalaceand
menagerieatKaiserEbersdorf, justoutsideVienna,inordertosketchexotic
animalsandbirdsfromlife(DaCostaKaufmann2009;JordanGschwend2010).
Maximilian–whowasoftenill,sufferingfromvariousailments–alsoencour-
aged the observance, study and drawing of fruits, herbs and plants in his
botanicalgardens,plantednexttothemenagerie;thesewereprocessedforhis
medicines.Theimperialambassadorwasoftenaskedtosendfruitsamplings
andseedsfromSpain:oneshipmentwithmelonandapricotfruitpips(Ops-
khern)leftMadridon26August1576.ExoticflorafromFloridaweresourced
through the Spanish court in 1572. Sunflower seeds along with sassafras, a
scented deciduous tree native to eastern North America used for medicinal
purposes,werecultivatedbyMaximilian II for the first time inAustria (Fig.
3.11).Specializedanimalhandlerswereengagedbytheemperorforhisexpand-
ing menagerie, while three Flemish gardeners were also hired (Giese 1962;
JordanGschwend2015b).
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Figure3.9  
Anoymous, Portraitofan
AsianElephant, c.1582-1584, 
Lisbon or Madrid. Waterco-
louronpaper,40.2×30.1cm,
foliofromRudolfII’s
Bestiary.Österreichische
Nationalbibliothek,
Vienna,Cod.min.129,fol.
8r.©Österreichische
Nationalbibliothek,
Vienna. 

Figure3.10 Anonymous, PortraitofanAsianrhinoceros,the“MarvelofLisbon”, 1584. 
Watercolouronpaper,18.5×24cm,inscribed:in Madrid l’anno 1584, Rinoceros ò 
L’Abada.FoliopastedinAdamHochreiter’sdiary.Universitäts-und
LandesbibliothekTirol,Innsbruck,inv.no.msib42.
©Universitäts-undLandesbibliothekTirol,Innsbruck. 
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Khevenhüller,inspiredbytheemperor’sexample,commissionedunidenti-
fiedpaintersinLisbon,MadridorSevilletoexecutedrawingsorwatercolours
ofthewildanimals,huntingdogs,Spanishhorses,bezoarstones,plants,exot-
ica and other commodities he purchased, such as carved Ming-period
rhinoceroshornvesselsorPeruvianemeralds.Khevenhüller’sanonymousart-
istshaveyettobeidentified.Theambassadorwaswellacquaintedwithseveral
ofPhilipII’scourtpainters, inparticular,AlonsoSánchezCoello(1531-1588),
theCremoneseSofonisbaAnguissola(1532-1625)andtheFlemishportraitist,
JoorisvanderStraeten(active1550-1577),whopaintedtheking’schildrenwith
their exotic pets and mascots (Jordan Gschwend and Pérez deTudela 2003;
Jordan Gschwend 2010). A portrait of 1571-1572 showing Philip’s daughters
IsabellaClaraEugeniaandCatalinaMichaela(Fig.3.12),re-attributedbythe
authortovanderStraeten,depictstheroyalinfantas withtheirbelovedcom-
panions:alapdog(anowextincttoyspanielespeciallybredatPhilip’scourt)

Figure3.11  
Daniel Fröschl, Portraitofa
Sunflower (Helianthus
annus), mid-sixteenth 
century. Watercolouron
paper,fromtheboundbook
ofanimaldrawings:Codice 
Casabona,msHortus
Pisanus513bis,fol.45r.
BibliotecaUniversitaria,
Pisa.Photo:Public
domain.
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andanIndiangreenparrot(Rose-ringedParakeet,Psittacula krameri)(Jordan
Gschwend 2015b). A favourite Brazilian marmoset (Callithrix jacchus) takes
centrestageinCatalina’sportrait(Fig.3.13),paintedin1573bySofonisba(Pérez
deTudelaandJordanGschwend2007;JordanGschwend2010).Khevenhüller
musthavereliedonSánchezCoelloforseveralanimalportraits(inoilandon
paper)senttoViennaandPrague,perhapssourcingadditionalpaintersfrom
Coello’sconsiderableworkshop(JordanGschwendforthcoming).

Philip II, likeMaximilianII,commissioned independentportraitsofwild
animals in his menageries at the palaces of Aranjuez, Casa del Campo in
MadridandElPardo(García-Frías2005).Theseportrayals,manyofwhichhave
notsurvived,weresetintoframesandhungintheking’sprivatequartersofthe
Escorialmonastery.Theyincludedrepresentationsoflions,dogs,exoticbirds,
parrots,crows,wolves,chameleons,eagles,andseveralofthe1577rhinoceros,

Figure3.12 Jooris van der Straeten, PortraitofIsabellaClaraEugeniaandCatalinaMichaela, 
1571-1572. Oiloncanvas,134.0×145.8cm.RoyalCollection,London,inv.no.
rcin404331.RoyalCollectionTrust©HerMajestyQueenElizabethII
2016.
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the“MarvelofLisbon”,broughttoMadridbythekingin1583.Thesecommis-
sions reflect not only Philip’s deep interests in natural history, science and
botany,butalsohisneedtomemorializecherishedpetsthathadpassedaway.

Manyoftheimages(conterfäth)orderedbyKhevenhüllerwereappendedto
thelettersheaddressedMaximilianIIandRudolfII.Awatercolourofadap-
pledgreyAndalusianstallionatthePraguecourt,datingto1584-1587(Fig.3.14),
iscomparabletotheimages(onpaperorinoil)ofhorsessentbyKhevenhüller
tohispatrons.Thediplomat’scorrespondenceisfilledwithmeticulousdescrip-
tionsofthesizes,shapes,colours,characteristicsandpersonalitiesofthewild
creatures,caninesorequineswhichhebought.Inoneletterdated29September
1598,theambassadordescribedtwoexquisitehorsesrarelyseenbeforewith
beautiful(dappled?)coats–stallionsneededbyRudolfIItoenhancehisstud
farm (“so frembdt und schen von harn [hair] und gestalt … dergleichen wenig 
gesehen … werdens … in ihr gestit [gestüt] gar wol geprauchen kin”).Khevenhüller
wastheprincipalintermediaryresponsibleforthetransferofSpanishhorses
bredinAndalusia(nearCordoba)totheHabsburgcourts inCentralEurope

Figure3.13  
Sofonisba Anguissola, 
PortraitofCatalina
Michaelawitha
Brazilianmarmoset, 
1573. Oiloncanvas,56×
47cm.Private
collection,USA.
Photocourtesyof
RafaelValls,
London.
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(JordanGschwend2015d).MaximilianII’sbrother,ArchdukeKarlIIofInner
Austria(1540-1590),foundedastudfarmin1580inLipizza,nowSlovenia,inthe
Karstregion,withhorsesregularlysuppliedbyKhevenhüllerfromSpain.The
majorityofKhevenhüller’s“portraits”ofhorses,importedbirdsandwildani-
malsarenowlost,whilesomehavesurvived,pastedintothreealbums–paper
museumsonceownedbyMaximilianIIandRudolfII,filledwithdepictionsof
exotic and domestic animals, birds, flowers, fruits and insects, today known
asCod.Min.42,129and130,locatedintheAustrianNationalLibraryinVienna
(Staudinger 2007; DaCosta Kaufmann 2009; Weiler 2011: 168-215; Jordan
Gschwendforthcoming).

 Master of the Horse, Pedro Fuerte

Theshipmentsoflivewildanimals,birds,Andalusianhorsesandhuntingdogs
fromMadridtoCentralEuropewereriddledwithlogisticalproblems.Animals
needed not only to survive but to reach their final destinations in the best

Figure3.14 Anonymous, Adappledgreystalliontetheredinalandscape, c.1584-1587, Prague 
School. Watercolourandgouache,heightenedwithsilverandgold,withingold
framinglines,onvellum,19.5×27.5cm.GettyMuseum,LosAngeles,inv.
no.2013.57.Photo:Publicdomain.
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shapepossible.CreatureswhichhadarrivedinSevilleafterlongjourneysfrom
overseaswereoftenundernourishedandunfit for further travel.Manywere
brought back to good health by Khevenhüller and his staff over a period of
weeks,sometimesmonths,beforeleavingIberia.Somediedafterreachinghis
residenceinMadrid.Parrotswereamongstthemorerobust,and“couldendure
morethanthewildcats”,KhevenhüllerinformedRudolfIIinJanuaryof1579.
Theambassadoranddedicatedservantsinhisemploybecameexpertsinani-
mal,canineandequinehandlingandcare.EverythingfromseedstotheAsian
rhinoceros, the “Marvel of Lisbon” – almost acquired by Khevenhüller for
Rudolf in Lisbon in 1582 – passed his personal inspection and received his
stampofapprovalbeforedeparturetoCentralEuropeviasea-routesorover-
landviaFrance.Thelogisticsinvolvedinshippingexoticcreatures,dogsand
horseseitherby landor sea, involvedplanning,organizationand incredible
multi-tasking,nottomentionbaskets,cagesandcratesmadetomeasure,plus
cartsandwagonsfortransportation.Averitablenightmare.WithoutKheven-
hüller’sloyalservantandMasteroftheHorse,PedroFuerte,noneofthesewild
animalswouldhavesurvivedtheirjourneytotheirimperialmenageries.Fuerte
criss-crossed Europe a number of times, departing from Spain for Vienna,
Prague,InnsbruckorGrazwithcaravansofliveanimals,Brazilianaras,dogs,
exoticbirds,simiansandSpanishhorses.

Fuerte’s precise itineraries are not known, but he surely used the most
secureroutesavailabletohimalongtheselongjourneys,billetinghislivepro-
tégésintrustworthyinnsoraristocraticpalaceswhoseownershadclosetiesto
Khevenhüller and the imperial court. The ambassador and Fuerte favoured
Mediterraneancrossings,dispatchinganimalsandhorses fromeitherCarta-
gena or Barcelona to Genoa, from where Fuerte progressed through allied
Habsburg territories in northern Italy, over the Brenner pass to Innsbruck.
BargeswereusedtocontinuethejourneyontheriverInntoVienna.InDecem-
berof1576alargeconvoyofanimalsdestinedforRudolfIIinPragueleftSpain
withFuerteincommand:

InorderforyourroyalHighness[RudolfII]toknow,Ihavemadealistof
theanimalsIhavethusfarbeenabletoobtain.Firstly,Ihaveatamelion
andlioness,6Irishdogs[agift]fromFranciscoYvarra,ofwhichIamstill
waitingfor2tobesentbyhim,3Indian[probablyAfrican]partridges,a
smallmonkey,astrangespottedanimal[Brazilianocelotorfeline?],and
10fairlylargeblackbirdsfromIndiawithredbeaksandfig-likegrowths
ontheirforeheads[Americanturkeys,Meleagris gallopavo]which[deliv-
ery]Iamawaitingdaily.Thetwoalanos[aplomadosorFalco femoralis]
arewaitingforyourroyalHighnessinBarcelona…Iwillsendportraits
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[Conterfeth]ofallinorderforyourMajestytoseeandcomprehend[what
Ihavebought].

Khevenhüller’ssteward(hofmaister),HannsenHilliprandt,wassenttoPortugal
in1579, justafterNathanaelJungdied,inordertobuysevenparrots,several
wildcatsandacivetfromBrazil(Presil)andaten-year-oldblackslaveboyfrom
West Africa, all destined for Prague (Pérez deTudela and Jordan Gschwend
2001).AlongwiththeservantboyandanimalsprocuredinLisbon,Khevenhüller
addedtothistransport:eighthuntingdogs(galgos),two“portraits”ofanAsian
porcupine (porco spino), two emerald clusters, a carved Chinese rhinoceros
horncup,andaportrayalofthe1577Asianrhinoceros,the“WonderofLisbon”
paintedinLisbonbyoneofKhevenhüller’sanonymousartists(PérezdeTudela
and Jordan Gschwend 2001). Again this consignment to Central Europe was
entrustedtothescrupulousPedroFuerte.ThefateoftheblackAfricanboyis
notdocumented.

KhevenhülleroftenactedasintermediaryonbehalfoftheSpanishcourt
wheneverPhilipIIshippedluxurygoodsandanimalstoPragueasgiftsforhis
nephewRudolfII.Theambassadorwouldorganizethetransportandtransfer
of the presents. In other instances, Spanish courtiers travelling to Central
Europewererecruited.In1578RemiroNuñezdeGuzmán,onhiswaytothe
imperialcourt,tookalongwithhisentourage:“twenty-twomarvellousponies,
agreatmule,alion,aleopard,sevenmonkeys,andsixhuntingdogs”forthe
emperor.11

  Conclusion

KhevenhüllernegotiatedanenviablepositionforhimselfattheSpanishcourt,
becomingatrustedintimateofPhilipIIandhisfamily.TheSpanishkingcame
torelyupontheresidentdiplomattoassisthimonmanyfronts. Inorderto
smooth often strained relations with Rudolf II, Philip frequently asked
KhevenhüllertointerveneinhisnegotiationswithRudolf.Hesoughtoutthe
ambassadortohelphimobtainrareexoticaandanimalstosendasdiplomat
giftstothePraguecourt.OnlywithsuchexoticbribeswasPhilipabletoper-
suadehisnephewtofocusonurgentstatematters.Ononesuchoccasiontwo
Amerindian feather blankets from the Americas, possibly from Mexico or
Brazil, were sent to Prague to animate Rudolf and obtain his response to

11 Florence,ArchiviodiStato,MediceodelPrincipato,AvvisofromMilan,3254,fol.427(14
May1578).
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unansweredletters(PérezdeTudelaandJordanGschwend2001).Khevenhüller’s
personalknowledgeoftheglobalcuriositiesmarket,andhowtoacquiresuper-
lativeobjects,grantedhimhighstandingwithPhilipII.

KhevenhüllerbridgedIberiaanditsoverseasempireswithCentralEurope,
imprintinghisconnoisseurshipanddistinctivetastesuponthecollectionsof
theAustrianHabsburgs.Onlytodayarewebeginningtounderstandhisroleas
artcollector,dealerandagentintheformationofthegreatHabsburgKunst-
kammerninthelateRenaissance.LisbonandSevilleservedasthecommercial
marketplaceswhichlinkedeastandwestinthesixteenthcentury.Thecom-
plexacquisitionsnetworkthatKhevenhüllertappedintoaffordedhispatrons
accesstothemostexclusiveitemsonthemarket,explaininghowhigh-quality,
showcasepiecesofAsian,AfricanandAmericanexotica,personallyselected
and purchased by the ambassador reached Vienna, Prague, Innsbruck and
Graz. The rich archival legacy, diary and correspondence left by Hans
Khevenhüllerunderscoreshowthisdiplomatdedicatedmuchofhiscareerto
thepursuitoftheextraordinary–especiallyanimals,birdsandflora–forhis
Habsburgcollectors.
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