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engage mules, so that it was not until August 17th that they cast anchor at
Zanzibar., ‘The latter part of the trip was enlivened by an exciting incident
attending the capture of a Spanish slaver that, being laden with five hundred
and forty-four newly-captured slaves, was en route for Havana. Our travellers
were on board the English steam corvette BSresk, the officers of which, seeing
the suspicious stranger, immediately put out in pursuit, and, as she was a
slow sailer, soon overhauled her. Upon going on board, they found the slaves
to be mostly women and children, who had been captured during war. in their
own country and sold to Arabs, who brought them to the coast and kept them
‘half-starved until the slaver arrived. They were then brought off in dhows to
the Spanish vessel, where, for nearly a week, they had been kept, while the
bargaining was in progress, entirely without food. All over the slaver, but
more especially below, old women, stark naked, were dying in the most loath-
some atmosphere, while those that had any strength left were pulling up the
hatches, and tearing at the salt fish below.

The officers of the slaver were taken as prisoners back to Zanzibar, and
their miserable captives liberated. It is doubtful if they were punished, as
immunity was generally given such violators of the severe law against enslave-
ment, through Arabic and Egyptian connivance at the infamous traffic, on which
account lynch law was thereafter not infrequently resorted to against those
found spiriting away unfortunate Africans. Many tales are told of slavers
being caught, with heavy cargoes of negroes, who were treated as pirates and
massacred on the spot, the captain sometimes being killed and his head nailed
to the mast, or the vessel scuttled with the crew imprisoned in the hatches,
after the slaves were liberated.

On the 215t of September, Speke's expedition left Zanzibar and crossed
over to Bagamoyo, from which point, after securing the necessary porters and
supplies, the march was begun for Victoria N'yanza.

A RHINOCEROS HUNT.

Nothing of special importance occurred until the expedition had proceeded
over two hundred miles, and had reached the western borders of Ugogo, at
which point eight of the porters deserted, taking with them as many mules
laden with stores. This untoward event caused a delay of one day, to give
opportunity for pursuit of the deserters, which time Speke and Grant further
improved by going upon a rhinoceros hunt, the region being a favorite haunt
for that large and dangerous game. Night being the most favorable time for
such an enterprise, the hunters started out at 10 p. M. for the lagoons, accom-
panied by a guide and two boys carrying rifles. It was midnight before a
position was obtained; but scarcely had Speke halted in a desirable place on
the border of a lagoon before a gigantic beast loomed up before the rising
moon, making his way leisurely towards the water. Our hunter crawled after
the huge game until he was within a distance of eighty yards and in full
view, when, with a well-directed shot, he killed the rhinoceros in its tracks,—
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a thing which has very rarely been done, on account of the animal’s great
vitality and its armorJike skin, which will deflect a bullet if struck obliquely.

o hours later Speke saw two more rhinoceri approaching, at which he
obtained a shot, as they came thundering by him, but with no other apparent
exccution than to bring one of them around with a loud “whoof-whoof,” a
sound very similar to that produced by a hog when alarmed. Another shot
might have been secured had mot the boys who attended Spek, carying spare
rifles, taken fright and ran away for the nearest tre

This ended the night's hunt, and carly the next morning the men in
camp were apprised of the result and sent out to bring in the meat. Before
Speke’s men could reach the carcass, however, the native Wagogo had assem-
bled about it, and were tearing out and devouring, raw, the intestines. All
fell to work with knives in a contest as to who should secure the most, and a

The men disputed and wrestled in
stributed remains until not a vestige was left on the ground;
their bodies being covered with blood as they bore away tripe, liver, intestines,
«or more substantial parts, all eating as they ran.
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