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office, and in part from a feeling of delicacy entertained by the Committee in inter-
fering in any way with the patronage of Government, DBut certain it is that it were
no easy matter to find a person better qualified by taste, experience, and skill for
the congeniul task he here volunteers. Whether the services of this gentleman are
still availuble, I have no means of knowing : but if so, it may be left to the meeting
to consider whether a representation to the foregoing effect should still be submitted
to the Government, or what other measures should be adopted to carry out the wishes
of the Hon. Court of Directors as expressed in their letter to the Governor General
in Council, 29th May, 1544.

The caves of Ajunta are now indeed, under the orders of the Madras Government,
being satisfactorily investigated ; but the field is yet vast, and with the Society will
remain the credit of having improved, or the discredit of having neglected so fair an
opportunity of promoting at once its objects and its reputation.

Before concluding this report, 1 may be allowed perhaps to observe, that the pre-
sent neglect of Indian Archeeolopy may in a very great measure be aseribed to the
interrupted publication of the Society’s Journal. For many months little haz been
known of our proceedings beyond these walls : not to the public only, but to distant
members and contributors, have these been a sealed book ; a circumstance emi-
nently unfavourable to pursuits such as our’s, mainly dependent as they are, upon
the free-will offerings of widely-dispersed contributors. This defect will, it is hoped,
be remedied henceforward : the arrears of the proceedings have already been brought
up, and we may hope to be able in a few wecks to produce a monthly number of the

Journal with tolerable regularity.
J. W. Laipray,

Co-Secrelary,
10tk February, 1847.

Mr. Blyth submitted the following Report on the progress of the
Zoological department during the preceding months.

Report fur the months of December, 1840, and January and February, 1847,

Str,—Having been absent upon an exeurzion to explore the jungles N. and W.
of Midnapore, at the period of the January meeting of the Society, and the pres-
sure of business at the December meeting havinz necessitated the postponement
of the reading of my report for that occasion, I bave now to bring before you the
results of three months’ gatherings, and can scarcely, within moderate compass, do
justice to the contributions of our numerous supporters,

1. From the Barrackpore menagerie, I have to acknowledge haring received the
earcass of a particularly fine female Giraffe, the skin of which is in process of being
set up as a stuffed specimen, while the skeleton has likewise been preserved. Also
that of a Kangaroo, that has in like manner been prepared as stuffed skin and

skeleton.
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Two other large animals that have been mounted as stuffed specimens during the
past month, are a young Bull Gayal (Bos frontalis), which I have the pleasure of
presenting to the Society, and the male Saumer Deer (Cervus hippelaphus), which
had been living for some years in the Society’s compound.

2, From R, W. G. Frith, Esq., and

3. From Mr. E, Lindstedt, large and valuable collections of mammalia and
bird skins from the Malayan peninsula. These collections have left scarcely a
species of the two classes mentioned, known to inhabit that peninsula, of which the
Society still requires specimens ; and they have contributed a good deal to oumr
knowledge of the rich zoology of the country in guestion. Assome of the deside-
rata which these collections have supplied us with, may be enumerated—amongz
mammalia, a very fine series of the Hylobales lar, also Presbytis femoralis, exam.
ples of the Marten referred to Musfela flavigula in Dr. Cantor’s list (xv. 194), and
some murine skins,—and of birds, Buceros eomatus, male and female, Bueco qua-
dricolor, Gecinus rubiginosus, Tiga Rafflesii, series of Cenfropus euryeercus, Chap-
tia malayensis, Brachypodius eriniger, A. Hay, (xiv, 557), Malacopieron majus,
n. 4., Orthotomus edela, and Rhizothera longirostriz, m, and f. Some fishes also
are comprised in Mr. Frith's collection, pertaining to the penera Serranus,
Mesoprion, and Murenesex , and a Monitor (vel Faranus) in that of Mr, Lindstedt,
as also a small Crocodilus biporcalus.

4. The Rev, J. Barbe, to whom we have been repeatedly indebted for wvaluable
donations, has now presented us with a considerable number of specimens, chiefly
of birds, collected in the Tenasserim provinces, Penang, and Malacca., From the
first named locality, Mr. Barbe has brought a third undescribed species of Squirrel
(all from the provinces, ) for which we are indebted to his exertions ; and from Penang
the Crypsiring varians (or Phrenofriz femia, Horsfield), the male of Philentoma
plumosums and other species of much interest.

5. Mr. O'Ryley, of Ambherst, has favoured the Sopciety with an extremely in-
teresting collection of mammalia, birds, reptiles, &e. from the Tenasserim provin-
ces: among which may be noticed the skin of the head of an old female Rhino-
ceros sumalranus, with the horns perfect, and which I have had properly stuffed ;
also fine specimens of an undeseribed Squirrel; and among birds, two examples of
the Eurinorhynchus griseus (vide As. Res. vol. xix, pt. i, p. 69, and pl. ix), which
has hitherto been considercd one of the rarest of the feathered clazs, but which
appears to be of very common occurrence on the Tevasserim coast, as I am assured
by Mr. Barbe and others. Mr. O'Ryley has sent also a Teesa Hawk, which seems
to be the Poliornis fasciatus of Lord Arthur Hay, Madras Journ, No. XXXI, 146
(but, if so, very doubtfully distinet from P. feesa), a Bulboul, which is the repre-
sentative of Pycnonofus hemorrhous of Arracan ; some rare snakes, &ec. &c.

6. Mr. F. Skipwith, C. 8., has likewise sent us, from Chittagong, an example
of the Ewrinorfhynelus, a species which I hope soon to obtain in abundance from
Mr. O'Ryley, and so ascertain its seasonal variations of colouring, as well as te
receive replies to my various inguiries respecting its habits and mode of life.
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7. FProm Capt. Phayre, the Society has been presented with a large collection of
Arracan specimens, chiefly birds, of which the most remarkable is a very large
gpecies of Jora, in all probability that alluded to in Vol. XIV, p. 602, of the Socie-
ty's Journal, :

8. Major Jenkins has obliged us with numerous specimens of reptiles, insects,
&e. preserved in spirit, from Assam.

9. Mpr. Thorburn, of Goslpara, has presented the Society with a collection of
birds, reptiles, fishes, &ec. from that vicinity.

10. From Dr. R, Templeton, of Colombo, we have received a fourth case of Cin-
ghalese specimens of mammalia and birds, comprising various objects of much inter-
est in those classes, and several novelties which 1 intend to treat of elsewhere:
merely mentioning now that Dr. Templeton has sent a second and new species of
Jungle-fowl from that island ([ Gallus lineafus, nobis), additional to the . Stanfeyi
of Hardwicke's illustrations—which latter has, 1 believe, been first verified from an
actual specimen, previonsly transmitted to the Society by the same gentleman.

11. Capt. Boys left with us, for the Society’'s museum, a few specimens of birds
procured on the reute to Caleutta from the Upper Provinces, and the skull of a
Gavialis from the Ravee river, flowing infto the Indus,

12. Mr, Birch, of the Pilot service, continues to collect for our museum such
specimens of fishes, crustacea, mollusca, &ec, as he can procure in the course of
his professional trips to and from the Sandheads.

15, Mr, T. H. Duncan, has sent to the museum a living specimen of Sirix
fammea,

14. Dr. Gurney Turner, of Midnapore, oblized me, when [ visited that station,
with some Hornbills, snakes, &e. for the Society’s museum,

15. O. W. Malet, Esq. Magistrate of Midnapore, also favored me with a magnifi-
cent pair of Saumer horns, from Cuttack.

16. From Sir William Jardine, Bart., the Society has received a small collection
of British birds, including some that are very acceptable ; among which I may men-
tion the common English Sparrow, which I had long wanted to compare with its
Indian representative.

And T may conclude by remarking that during the month that 1 was absent
from the museum, I collected above 60 skins of mammalia, Eiﬁeluﬂing of course the
small apecies,) 273 of birds, and numerous reptiles, &c. ; many of which are either
gnite new to the museum, or have replaced very inferior specimens of the same.

To treat in detail of these various acquisitions, would require more time and leisure
than I can at present command ; but the results I hope to embody in future contri-
butions, and indeed have already incorporated some of them in papers which are
awaiting publication.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
E. Bryra.
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