






Furthermore, the natural 
population increase is 
high. To compound these 
circumstances, more peo­
ple are moving into the 
towns, but there are few 
newjobs. In 1990, 10.sper­
cent of the workforce was 
unemployed, but by early 
1992 it had risen to 27 per­
cent; the government ex­
pects that in 1995, 35 per­
cent or one million 
Yemenis, will be unem­
ployed, according to the 
EPC National Report of June 
1992. 

Many jambias with old rhino horn handles are for sale in Sanaa' s 
)()uk for about $1 ,000 each. 

In order to conserve 
foreign exchange, the gov­
ernment has been trying 
to reduce official imports 
of goods. Smuggling of 

from Mohammed's family, but as busi­
ness is bad he is less often in the souk, and 
farms instead. A further jambia dealer 
said he did not want any more rhino horn 
as he obtained all his 'needs' from a friend 
living near Riyadh who brings it by truck 
through Sadah in the north of Yemen. He 
had received enough last year. He said he 
had sold to this friend 2.5 kilos of rhino 
horn powder in 1992 for 30,000 rials a 
kilo. Today's price for rhino horn pow­
der, he said, is 20,000 to 30,000 rials ($435 
to $652) a kilo, depending on purity. 

Another of the larger jambia families 
told our informer they were searching for 
a new and more profitable line of work 
and may have to close down their entire 
jambia business; they had not been able to 
buy rhino horn for the past three years 
and had little work to do. One other main 
jambia maker had left his business last 
year due to the lack of rhino horn. 

Yemen's economic difficulties 
In the past decade, inflation has gradually 
increased in Yemen. In 1983, the Yemeni 
rial was 4.6 to the dollar. By February 
1993 it had risen to around 46. The supply 
of rhino horn is dependent, of course, on 
price as well as on demand. In the last 18 
months the price of rhino horn has 
doubled in rials, but in dollars has 
remained roughly the same. 

One of the main reasons for Yemen's 
recent high inflation rate of around 40 
percent has been the sudden human 
popula tion expansion within the coun try. 
Since June 1990, due to the Gulf War, 
850,000 immigrants had to return from 
neighbouring countries to Yemen, and 
brought large sums of money with them. 
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items, other than basic food 
stuffs, has amounted to at 

least two-thirds of all imports over the 
last five to ten years, and up to 75 percent 
in 1992. The 2,000 km land boundary and 
2,000 km coastline are difficult to patrol 
effectively. Yemen is a consumer-orien­
tated society, and now with a fall in over­
seas remittances from the Yemeni immi­
grants in the Gulf (from $1 billion a year 
before 1990 to $100 million in 1992), and 
the reduction of foreign aid due to Yem­
en's stance in the Gulf Crisis, people are 
living beyond their means. There has been 
no per capita growth in the last two years. 
The country's approximate $7billion debt 
is also very serious. Despite these acute 
economic problems, certain sectors of the 
economy are expanding. There are nu­
merous small investments, especially in 
shops. The country's oil production has 
been gradually increasing since 1988 and 
a lot of money has been made by the 
government from leasing oil concessions. 
Nevertheless, economic difficulties in 
Yemen will continue to prevent the coun­
try's rhino horn dealers from being able 
to offer competitive international prices 
for the world's dwindling supply of rhino 
horn. 

Meeting Foreign Minister, Dr Abdul 
Karim AI-Iryani, we congratulated him 
on the new decree banning Yemen's do­
mestic trade in and use of raw rhino horn, 
and the decree number 240 of 2 Decem­
ber 1992 in which the Cabinet had 
approved Yemen joining CITES. We 
reminded Dr AI-Iryani that the registra­
tion of rhino horn had to be completed 
within a matter of days. He fully sup­
ported the need for this stock-taking, and 
afterwards the need for surprise raids on 
the workshops every month or two. 

We told the Minister about earlier 
meetings we had had that week with 
members of the Environment Protection 
Council. The EPC, as a result, had pro­
duced a National Plan for funds needed 
for rhino conservation for the UNEP 
Rhino Donors' Conference to be held in 
Nairobi in mid-1993. Two new proposals 
in the National Plan were a training 
scheme to help government inspectors 
identify rhino horn and a bonus system 
to reward those inspectors who find il­
licit rhino horns. 

The jambias of southern Yemen 
From 1967 to 1990, South Yemen (more 
correctly then called the People's 
Democratic Republic of Yemen) had a 
Marxist government. After the Marxists 
took over, they confiscated the jambias, 
knives and guns from the people to 
prevent fighting. The general public was 
not allowed to wear a weapon. In order 
to find out whether the demand for 
jambias was coming back, following unity 
with North Yemen in 1990 and a more 
democratic government, we spent a week 
in the south. 

In the largest city, Aden, even before 
the 1967 Marxist Revolution, people did 
not wear jambias, being more influenced 
by western dress. Most men in Mukalla, 
the second largest city in the south, owned 
a jambia then, as did the villagers in the 
Hadramout, the main wadi running west 
to east through South Yemen. They were 
worn daily, however, only b y the 
nomadic Bedu tribesmen. On our visit to 
Mukalla, we saw a lot of development 
starting, based on oil, but extremely few 
jambias. Nearly all we saw were worn 
by northerners working in the south. 
We did see some southern jambias, 
recognizable by their smaller size and 
different shape. In Mukalla, a group of 
about six men, whom we passed in the 
street, were wearing them: they were all 
Bedu. Apart from the Bedu and some of 
the older people, no one is really 
interested in wearing the jambia any 
more, and there are very few in the area 
now. About 20 years ago, some of the 
jambias were sold to Saudis, but some 
families tended to hide their jambias for 
their sons to inherit. Since 1990, most 
young men have been choosing to sell 
their inherited jambias because they need 
the money and have no use for them. 

We learned that five men (three 
Bedu and two townsmen) made jambias 
in Mukalla in the early 1960s and there 
were two jambia craftsmen in the near­
by coastal town of Shihr. In those days, 
rhino horn was cheap and was brought 
from eastern Africa to Aden and then 
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