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Many camps are in disrepair, as seen here in Pabitora Wildlife Sanctuary, causing 
the forest guards to become disillusioned. (Photo: Esmond Martin) t: 

It is a miracle that despite these 
deplorable conditions, most of the 
field staff remain dedicated. This 
has been due to the good leadership 
of several outstanding Range Offic
ers. Consequently, rhino poaching 
has been generally contained in 1996 
and 1997, but for how much longer 
can this continue with severe finan
cial shortages for rhino protection 
and the maintenance and develop
ment of parks and sanctuaries? 

P. Lahan, the Principal Chief Con
servator of Forests and Wildlife in 
Assam, would welcome donations to 
the Wildlife Areas Development and 
Welfare Trust in Assam, which was 
founded in 1996 to preserve wild
life. The Trust's brochure states: 
'The forest staff is fighting a bare
handed, losing battle with the armed 
smugglers and poachers, and the 
enemies of the forests ... Both the 
protectors and the protected are 
heavily ~uffering as the Department 
continues to reel under acute finan
cial crisis.' Funds can be sent to the 
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Trust at Rehabari, Guwahati, 781008, 
Assam, India. 

Lucy Vigne and Esmond Martin 
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Species planning for captive- "1 
breeding programmes - the 
genus Columba l 
The captive history of the pigeons of t' 
the genus Columba is already several , 
thousands of years old, and descend- {( 
ants of the rock dove (C. livia) are 
now found in many breeds world-
wide. Several others of the 51 species \, 
have become widespread in avicul-
ture, but most are rarely or even r 
never kept. With the right manage-
ment techniques, however, they could l 
well be kept and bred, as is proved by \ 
the breeding programme for the pink 
pigeon (Nesoenas mayeri), which is 
closely related to the Columba species. , 

By checking the International Zoo [ 
Yearbook, many avicultural magazines " 
and related literature, I was able to, ( 
"mpile a li,t of 'pecle, whioh "'" ~ 
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