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There have been at least three cases of rhino poaching in north Bengal in
2017, the last of which took place in December in Jaldapara.

By: Express News Service | Kolkata | Published: May 27, 2018 5:12:14 am

Patlakhawa's population of rhinos had dwindled after the Torsa changed course
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mahresult.nic.in “As the Torsa changed its course, the habitat

was destroyed and rhinos could no longer
sustain there. It is natural for the rivers of North Bengal to change course every 25
years. The Torsa has been changing its course over the years and now grasslands
have reappeared in this area, which is the natural habitat of rhinos,” said state
Chief Wildlife Warden and Principle Conservator of Forests Ravi Kant Sinha.
Sinha said the decision to establish an “extension colony” was taken to ensure that

“all the eggs were not kept in one basket”.

“The population of the rhinoceros in Bengal has also grown and is stable now. In

1988, there were 14 rhinos in Jaldapara. Today

contain 220 rhinos. We will be relocating at le¢
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department has already mapped out the area and begun the construction of a
protection fence. He added that unlike with elephants, man-rhino conflict has

always been minimal as rhinos rarely stray out of their territory.

There have been at least three cases of rhino poaching in north Bengal in 2017, the
last of which took place in December in Jaldapara. While wildlife officials had
information that a poaching attempt would be made, they were unable to prevent
it. However, within five hours of the incident, seven persons — five from West
Bengal, one from Arunachal Pradesh and another from Butan — had been

apprehended. A rhino horn was recovered.
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“However, the situation in Bengal is not as bad as in Assam. Here, we usually
record a single case of rhino poaching a year, on an average. Assam records
between 10-15 cases of rhino poaching annually. We will have to take preventive
measures in Cooch Behar as well. But it is better if the rhinoceros population is

spread out,” said Sinha.

For all the latest Kolkata News, download Indian Express App

FROM AROUND THE WEB

Spain has unreal flight The Shoes You Must Have This Game brings the

prices This Summer Fantasy World to Life
Save 70 Masorini.com Elvenar

= LL=C e o =
Homeowners in Mijas are 18 Most Luxurious Hotel American dancer in Israel
earning extra income by Swimming Pools in the empowers women with
hosting quests World DanceFit
Booking.com Far and Wide From the Grapevine

Ty o o

=TT 3 . C o AR S i R ~ &/ e\l Wy |

This is the ancient animal If You're Over 30 And Own A [Gallery] That's Why The

your cat evolved from Computer, This Game Is A Amish Allow Their

From the Grapevine Must-Have! Teenagers To Share A Bed
Vikings OMG!

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/kolkata/repopulation-effort-in-patlakhawa-after-60-years-rhinos-to-walk-grasslands-5192804/ 3/9





